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Bru

further to amend the Minimum llages Act, 1948.

Preamble.-WuxlEAs, il is expediont furth€r to amend the Minimum Wages

Act, 1948 (Central Act 1l of 1948) in its application to thc Statc of Kerala for
the purposes hereinafter appearing;

Be it enacted in the Sixty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows:--

1 . Short title and commencemenr.-( I ) This Act may be calle d the

Minimum Wages (Kerala Amendment) Act, 2015.

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Kerala.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment oJ'Section 20.-In section 20 of the Minimum Wages Act;

1948 (Central Act 1l of 1948) (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act),-

(a) in sub-section (l), for the words "or any officer of the State

Govemment not below the rank of a Labour Commissioner" the words "or any

officer of the State Government not below the rank of a Dcputy Labour

Commissioner" shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-section (4), for the words "fifty rupees" the words "one

thousand rupees" shall be substituted;

(c) in sub-section (5), for clause (b), the following clause shall be

substituted, namely:-

"(b) if the Authority is not a Magistrate, by the Authority, as if it
were arrears of revenue clue on land, without prejudice to any other mode of
recovery.".

3. Amendment of Section 22 -ln section 22' for the words "fltve hundred

rupees" the words "five thousand rupees" shall bc substituted
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4. lmendment of Section 22A.-lr, section 22A, for the words "five
hundrcd rupecs" thc words "fivc thousand rupecs" shall be substituted.

S'TAILMIINT OI? OI]JECIS AND REASONS

As per sub-scction (1) of scction 20 of the Minimum Wages Act, 1948, at
prescnt the claims under this Act are to be heard and decided by an Officer of
the State Govemment at the level of l-abour Commissioner. As there are practical
difficulties in enforcing this provision in different areas of the State, Govemrnent
havc dccided to appoint officers of the State Govemment not below the rank of
a Deputy l-abour Commissioner in the place of Labour Commissioner for deciding
lhc claims under the Act. At present thc claim petition of an employee under the
Minimum Wages Act, 1948 is decided by the procedure prescribed under section
20 of the said Act. As per sub-section (5) of section 20 of the said Act any
amount directed to bc paid by the authority can only be recovered through
Magistrates. 1'his procedure caus€s unnccessary dblay in rccovering the amounts
duo. 'lherefore, Govemment have decidcd to amend the said provision in the Act
in its applicability to thc State of Kcrala so as to enable the authority to
recover the amount as arrears of revenue due on land from the employer or such
other person who has becn directed to pay the amount.

'fhe rates of fine prescribed under various provisions in the Act have also
becomc obsolete and need to be enhanced fo! the effective imolementation of
the provisions of the Act. llence it is also decided to amend sut-section (4) of
scction 20, scctions 22 and 22A of the Aat, suitably by enhancing the amount
of frncs prcscribed undcr lhcse scctions.

'l'hc llill seeks to amend the Minimum Wages Act, l94g in its application
to the Statc of Kcrala, to achieve the abovc object.

FINANCIAI- MEMORANDTJM
'l hc llill, if enactcd and brought into operation would not involve any

additional cxpenditure from the Consolidated l.'und of the State.
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EXTRACT OF THE RELEVANI POKIIONS FROM I'IIE
MINIMUM WAGES ACT, 1948
(CENTRAL ACT 11 OF 1948)

20. Clains.l\ The appropriate Government may, by notification in the

Official Gazene, appoint any Commissioner for Workmen's Compensation or any

officer of the Central Government exercising functions as a Labour Commissioner

for any region, or any officer of the State Government not below the rank of
Labour Comrnissioner or any other officer with experience as a Judge of a Civil

Court or as a stipendiary Magistrate to be the Authority to hear and decide for

any specified area all claims arising out of payment less than the minimum rates

of *ug"r ot in respect of the payment of the remuneration for days of rest or for

work 
-done 

ot .u"h duy. under Cl' ft) or Cl. /c) of sub-section (l) of Sec' 13 or

of wages at the overtime rate under Sec. 14, to employees employed or paid in

that area.

(4) If the authority hearing any application under this section is satisfied

that it was either malicious or vexatious, if may direct that a penalty not

exceeding fifty rupees be paid to the employer by the person presenting the

application.

(5) Any amount directed to be pairl under this section may be

recovered-

(a) if the authority is a Magistrate, the authority as if it were a fine

imposed by the authority as a Magistrate, or

' (b) if the authority is not a Magistrate, by any Magistrate to whom

the authoriiy makes application in this behalf, as if it were a fine imposed by

such Magistrate.

22. Penulties for certain offences.--Any employer who,--

(a) pays to any employee less than the minimum rates of wage fixed for

"^ptoy"""a "i"., 
of-tuork, or less than the amount due to him under the

provisions of this Act, or
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(b) contravenes any rule or order made under Seo. 13, be punishable
with imprisofinent for a term which may cxtend to six months or with fine which
may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both:

Provided that in imposing any fine for an offence under this section, the
Court shall take into consideration the amount of any compensation atready
swarded against the accused in any proceedings taken under Sec. 20.

, 22A. General provision for punishment of other offences._Aty employer
who coltravenes any provision of this Act or of any rule or order made
thereuader shall, if no other penalty is provided for such contravention by this
Act, be punishable with fne which may extend to five hundred rupees.
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aio16.-1948-oer q3gollo alo6firr &len Grgd{i ( o48-6el lr-co ca(ra

,co"ddl-ffi oaog mb(Ius(Dotd 5n o(|)e@elfitsaotDogo @(6nmlo@'i'o ec5rDym
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eco6, ddddl€o1oq Gpol"rffirlo,coco cDooJoruo('rtd olcogdo(Dlo talacoo

cil(ooot5tBcdofml:-

l. or;olaoq{o;o l"rcooe<u1o.-() @c orod;Cot 2or5-oe' o40(Ulo elo5FE

alea 1ca-!-6E666ii-fr8fi$<rt oord a.ncooo.

(2) @trtloi ceog rruomlnctno alelord o6c"ion Ofl€cdlolaolfinrrtc6ni

(3) ect esd loJc5rue{oEil(d (llol(mo)c5tli.

2. zo-co oaldnrnlgg oarroo)l.-1948-oeJ o6gollo elosr6) 6l er'l

rgod;A1oerl1e.8-oer rFc" a&t(B (glDd0--(oQ(ail(r)}c@,so 1"r<lcrn rrr5df, nglcmceni

oioca6solldoodsla), 20-co o|ald[d,-
(O) 0)-c. gon|elgld "oorcdtrd ao'[o*rrnlos "roolhd|d o'ooc(oejooE'}

o6oorolo|o cq8fi ocrlaAoo<f ecrrJc('cuoc(r)c(Dc" ngltm ocao;adad' "reoo
"oor".rg$ oorcOinO 

^eof."remo;os 
o.tooj|dltd (otc6'eoep6'| ogg{ oorrSoo<floer

nootOOS goOSor^)oo(r)coc" oo(m olcdol606 c"rdcoerropenl

(6r ) (a)-co goroalgld, "reo<rio.Id oloroilrd' "41rm 
ocoet]a<riad "raoo

"orE<dloo oludlrd' .'g1rm orcer;aoi oldoexreoroenl;

(nul) (s)-co e"rold'ldpoer (6nn) ol6rdrurrrtutn'l or&oo Glcoe doqDl(m

olgfio,uo c".rdoaoereopenj, rsoo)o@oj!-

"(arJl) mtrnacomncrno ao; oeClm)o1sd lu'o$61d' od noo6t61e{o

o'lorlo'lrd @csoaol(moild eooo (U@cocD, e;<rila;oil 6ls'luil6 "Oma"rooer'
(gnqil&coa|jloJ(no6)lo(rP'"



3. zz-co oaltl<nlgg oeooofl.-22-co rrraldl(d "ooemrld olorcrocg
aceco,;rm" "orm ocd6r;o(,iad oleoo "GFEc(ojl@o @l,rlo(0rcgecaco{(m" oo(m
e.rcdol6oa o"Jda6o5rB{Dc6nJ.

4. 22oO (t16l*|l(rtlgg oeo(,o)'1.-22o{D .!16ld[|d, "reoeirm;d oloroocg
oc6co{(m" 

"91<m 
ocael;aodaol oJ6oo "€aqeotloo oloJc@cg@cecol}fi)" .O(m

olc€olan,fA osida€65rBolc5nt.

ect3sDj6co5fDffBgJOS oilolo5mo

re,r8-oer oo0(!|lo elo6oo) a;eIl rugdgloa zo-co oa;xj (r)-co oor(tl&Jgj
LdJ&coo ffleJojl(d @lD c|od;d (oJeoooJgg Gro(U6g(,D olddosBq8 ol)ofiuocm
mrdaocoloer oo)ca1oA acDl.sr6molos oja on ao)'l ellgg aoJ goralc(',auo(6
ca0dcdo6rE(6)lo orlolog(no ooao&cagg6rEolag5rd. 

"O(mc(d, aDoau@(r)mt6c{
onon(l)ec(,s3EiloE egaD o{or('uo (DsdcdolnD6ild t.jccoEsn& dr)ltru)lolglgg6)l
oaca€ 1":m)or;or @d;g'ld a19terlc,g €ootacqb (od€osBoi oflolacfit€ol(m(ftol
(IDofiuncfi) $D66oco1o€J O(r);{l$ o(d)cCld &mlrfr6rDolos amollcdlrd Alo(Dcor)
eor3Jg(,ouDo(T) o6)cdkd e@'1.{r5mo;os mrocrnooi rrlloolaer;rmoinl mdaocd
6,1@locfft9$. otlerond, |g.B-oet o0gollo olodlrE) 6lejl ro5df lo.racoo co;
od)cclelcgil(olos (roorac(D o)dd6.r otocoil lolm;o)lo) lgEdgloel 20-co otalCd
cndqmotlalslg@ cns".rdllaoooitej;os@.,e5ni ro'loloccrJtdoymoi. 1".xrtor;or ngeigloa
20-co or&lBl (s)-co g"Jotatd tdJ&c@o sBotacoouocfiro (In6oq(o1dolm oooo)col
(')l6(op odlado(sglocd olalcootl@o aq(6)co ol(rDlp-rc6o(6 auJqt6[6q'lge1. lqa'
osorgl(&oo alsc<otgg 6)16 oimle,odol(mcrilci arelcrco(rloDtl<ri gscuo;w4rm;,
runtat"l crc(d, ec <er6a"gloet latmiol;or oa; d, oaog cDocDoc tn 6o,ltr;
dDc(l)aoc6,lor,'lscoE)cAo oocdlerlsodl(d (rta(mc €y.o$eld ot6 (rEsdaocaa
otdo€ooldoods (g?Odld dbam alse(')pg etatelot algtdle doorroalc6,er sD o)t6

oD(rt&coau.o(Ixmilot &dl@loojkDo, aeB(')ofl oalglo|cd aDddocd
o)lolor(It4l.

p,|' €DdCloer ojkr&.o orsonuoaoAaol eldd fiftA6lBrdghpg 6ll, cf,aooleuo
acerdoo6mod$sJeg(olo @,l' ogdgfoer o.Uorfiuoasd acoJdso@dl (I)sdelcdol
cmotoi oq<od crrdrrlll3lcao5rBai or9cuolo;oceni. co{utrncd Oplc 6Ed;Ab; 20_oo
('j6lR] (a)-co guoaggl 22, 22n{, o{/fml or6ltll6oa (dr&c@o (rrl\d6mdt4il$gg . e
(ola ox&rthfl44oeo6rd gc oJelt}e{rn cDcrp(omjao{dl aerl(')ot oaJgIrDofui 6,101
acdlt$.

co(ddoourur @orsoJo (rtoc(llgl(m(o)'l(I)c(on p4s-oet o69(l{0 a;oenm oleJl
tg|gdg{), a6og m)o(rum(r)dsilcl sr)lo@d,oc6lfirtscm)o€o oeaoofl otolm4rmoilcl
eoq@lgJloac6rBlggorcerfi gBc enJld.
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1948-oer oogcllo 6]o6rurD a1e, <ogd;fld (rso-oet
rl-co c&L(B Gtgd;d) <rtmlgg Lamlaorecosa<rd

20. morac('orcaee(,a.-(D auot'J|o)(')ot6r6ooqloJ, ceoo5coila om4itid
ondsrorc"j6o=o6]E66sterlo oocdleicgil cnndso.ro"l.ocoaercol drrmcoc(oc,
osoo)slerp ("io{r{oo(Mrdi 60l oo\tdkddo@Lfrfix)c(0n "4oo,e6oa ddc!"rr}3ol(m
oooolelogo cagcaoorrdoo<if Coalc(,)mloo(')o(Do, o(6)oCl(d 6@ldr6rDolos ojooll
dl(t olcoe(oflc(oD o{lo(6,e'le.to ogyf ooer6oo<r!" Oorjjc('mloo(T)ooc, 5rol
fiD'loJl(do6oos(d)'ldloer gnridlocooc (o(nrgo drgl(m ocClmiclsgcccoc o.rolojoo
cDladu{ oc9oo)6lerlo eoBjcocuos(I}c(oo, "6oore1qo oldddlds (o-onoDoo6)dol

€E t.rlaRUo(mt' rto(ocdl€oodsl6c(oc 6len o&csld6,Odsl6co)c odgl(m
oscejldocddd lr(B9r|{0 elo50trt &len(Ino6o'}e4o a|oeror aleJl oacslddl(mGrld
tnlo<mc trmogs"ld r3-co ru6l$oe, (r)-co OdrcualC ( ) or6ntol(ff)'looc
(o) o.l5llinD(66no(r)ce'tgl(d ont@oallolfiusRoicsc (g06rB5}(r)g)199 a'locruaallrd
oa.rdol 1o:ogrmloaoo oorolococ ra-co oroldda?Jt(i ccordooso anodolot8g
aleilco)c o&calool(m(')l oo6ruauta4o gti6ojl6l(m .|oRlc (Ebor6c('olca6dRglo

o&oE66)l&(olo ololac(fr"laole{Dlo o'lgc(r)lgg (rp (r)'l &c @(fu,o o (I) ac Co'l

fitooldooo{m,orc5ni.

(1) @e oral d1deleld ogoor eler;o oDc..rldlu o6oa6lcD
Gr,qtacofiuDc(I)('Enoi, GrO s6o(|lof, BlologsDJolooc(o)ao)c soetJol5rBcdo](mo(6)c
(gg5)on(I|t o6njcaDjodsfmpo'bld, (Boailaco<ruo<rxmi<ri, (snodarr a5trpqrl*P€olm
(ro(t cto(ocsaoi (gndol(u)lol. adl(d &ojl(oc(do eog oeniounomga o6cslao5m
oami crtdoqtoldoco{crxocrfii.

(s) 00,r, or6ldld6?cl(d o&csldocd ril6aq(o1€olff) ,6oore1e4o ro;a-
(6) Grlqiacofiuocrno odlm)olsgceiona1(d, nrg o1e odtfirlotsd "Om(r)lejo'l(d (gro €p(r)'laco(ruoc(r,o "llo(m)]o, aJ|!' (dDo'1ol(mcoer(rDsaJcoel,

GD(rt6cofiu@(I)(mto(r)c;

(o.l) <ro<D1aco<nrog(I)o ors'loD-atsC (mo$eld, rer' or;a "6oiodl<niolsglcncoemc Gnutacofiuoc(no gor'loaaocol ono.,:a,al oacs;aei)rmoi,
(rD6rBocxD)lEg o8o(U)biletlo odln$qsf, !{mEilo) hlle oD(o,lolfiDcoefiDoaJco4 (UrD

@dkn6o(s{ilo(r)o,

oKulelc€ooo{qDo}c5ni.
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22. '.[er olgogoberl8e rfitop{rr@oa-n66)} (Irlo@csefitJa6tnc,-

(a) "6ooa1o1o cscejlocooJ olb aacellaot@o(0 tororlo]')'l(olos (!)oo

cnsodslffitldbEe oofl(ulo alo6lorut elen ctl@dotedb{o 6loo(xxu)'
(EEoB*'td fql' (gDd;g16)et orjol(ruoalddd &1e1cd, (s[to)co6€6i' 6l5c(I)lgg
or;adle4o Aloorcc(Do oecslool&tl(Dc, soo$Gld

(or) €-co on3nfi6a1dld e5rBcaoodslcD "Ood)6:le{o 
dgaco e([E)ooolo

egooeilao|&o(oc,

oargl(TDd, €q (rnoofJtaad, sDol@cm)ad)cg6&calrl(m &cetocmdlge
o)s(ulsoldrrc(oc, {sro5trDlololdjqoggogacotl(m aJlg(o:ld'Nrooc €ooBe:l(d o6rBlo

&ldlo{oc (r)(d6i uoladlaodslfiD6)cei(mlr

(|g)(mc(d e,lo oj&ldildeleloer 6ol elgoE)lcy .|06'6)&'lerlo ajle
dlomll(IDo)ld, (oro)ldd no6)'loco1 2o-co oraldp(6e1e1d oost(IE)lglgg
n6o(rr6'lerlo (ns"Jsl69'ld (@orcdnd odd6i ae16toF)'lglgg "6odts,'lerlo
o,iso.tdl"ocomr;a aecsct .ljoilodn(n{dkd oospdsrBo|oal(IDl.

22a. oglolgm€ps ro:lesdaalEg <rDcoccnjojo<ruo.-.@e oqaiglcercoc
(Dog61d 6r.(r)1d619'ld estBcdoodsl(m a0oo)6'lerlo,JS(m)'loeio(oc
gd)oo/loerooc a6oore'la;o o1 omro g goae-/ld5ll(m a0o)l ctcoca&(I)lo'
GD@O(T)(Dlgg cgoae.tdx6t6nat, g4, qr*d og3OmlAUno o5ornJrn ootgotmr".rcvo'

Gosrw,lolololc(Dc€6aooll(m lrJl9so1a8, mei&:l s0lld*iLooodsl(mo)oel(rnl.


