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SPEAKER

R. SANKARANARAYANAN THAMPI

To Shri Sankaranarayanan Thampi, the esteemed leader and 
legislator, goes the honour of adorning the seat of the Speaker of 
Kerala Legislative Assembly for the first time, after the Assembly 
was formed in April 1957 for the newly formed State of Kerala. 
Born on September 30, 1911 at Pallana, Alleppey District, as 
the son of Shri Rama Varma Raja of Mavelikkara and Smt. 
Thankamma Kettilamma of Pandavath, Shri Sankaranarayanan 
Thampi had his initiation into the arena of public life  through 
the Indian National Congress.

Graduating from the University College, Trivandrum, he took 
his B.L. Degree from Law college, Trivandrum and soon started 
practice as a lawyer at Mavelikkara. Meanwhile, he took part 
in the Harijan Uplift Movement and became a member of the  
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All Travancore Youth League in 1938 and 
was also elected as its Working Committee 
Member. In the same year he joined the 
State Congress and became a Member of 
All Travancore Congress Committee.

Shri Sankaranarayanan Thampi was 
sentenced to six months imprisonment 
in August 1938 for participating in Youth 
League activities but was released after 
three months by a general amnesty. 
He had also associated with Malabar 
Socialist Party and had organised anti-war 
activities. Meanwhile, taking part in Trade 
Union Movements, he soon became Vice 
President of All Travancore Coir Factory 
Workers’ Union. He was sentenced to two 
years imprisonment and fined `1000 for 
making allegedly provocative speeches at 
Punnapra in 1946. In 1947 he joined the 
Communist Party and was a Member of the 
State Council and Executive Council of the 
Party. He also acted as District Secretary of 
the party in Kayamkulam.

Shri Sankaranarayanan Thampi was 
elected to Travancore Sri Mulam Assembly, 
the Third Assembly (1944-47) in 1944, 
representing Karunagappalli-Karthikapalli 
Constituency. He was also a Member of 

Travancore - Cochin Legislative Assembly 
during 1954-56, elected from Mavelikkara 
Constituency. Subsequently, he was elected 
to the first Kerala Legislative Assembly 
(1957-59) from Chengannur Constituency.

Shri Sankaranarayanan Thampi was 
elected as the first Speaker of Kerala 
Legislative Assembly on April 27, 1957 and 
occupied the Chair till the dissolution of 
the Assembly on July 31, 1959. The rulings 
made by him had a place in the publication 
‘Rulings from the Chair’ and the same is 
quoted regularly in the House to this day. 
The rulings made by him had always been 
brief and to the point.

Later, he withdrew from active politics 
and acted as Chairman, State Service 
Rules Revision Committee. However, he 
continued to be an active worker in the 
Forum for the Protection of Citizens’ Rights 
and Forum for Social Justice.

His wife was Smt. P.L. Thankamma and 
they have three sons and two daughters.

Shri Sankaranarayanan Thampi expired on 
November 2, 1989. The Kerala Legislative 
Assembly paid  homage to him on  
January 22, 1990.
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kv]o¡À

BÀ. i¦c\mcmbW³ X¼n

kwØm\ ]p\xkwLS\bv¡v tijw 1957 
G{]n-enÂ cq]oIrXamb tIcf \nbak`bpsS 
BZys¯ kv]o¡À Øm\w Ae¦cn¨ hyàn 
sb¶ _lpaXn anI¨ ]mÀesatâdnb\pw 
kap¶X t\Xmhpambncp¶ {io. BÀ. i¦c\mcm 
bW³ X¼n¡v AÀlXs¸«XmWv. 1911  
sk]väw_À 30þmw XobXn Be¸pg PnÃbnse 
]Ã\bnÂ amthen¡c {io. cmahÀ½cmPbpsSbpw 
]mWvUh¯v {ioaXn X¦½ sI«ne½bpsSbpw 
aI\mbn P\n¨ {io. i¦-c-\m-cm-b-W³ X¼n, 
C³Uy³ \mjWÂ tIm¬{KÊneqsSbmWv 
cmjv{Sob cwKt¯¡v IS¶ph¶Xv.

Xncph\´]pcw bqWnthgvknän tImtfPnÂ  
\n¶v _ncpZw t\Snb tijw Xncph\´]pcw tem 
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tImtfPnÂ \n¶p _n. FÂ. ]mÊmb 
At±lw amthen¡c tImSXnbnÂ A`n 
`mjI\mbn {]mIvSokv Bcw`n¨p. A¡m 
e¯v At±lw lcnPt\m²mcW {]hÀ 
¯\§fnepw GÀs¸«ncp¶p. ]n¶oSv 
HmÄ {Smh³IqÀ bq¯v eoKnÂ tNcp 
Ibpw 1938þÂ AXnsâ {]hÀ¯I kanXn 
bnÂ AwKamIpIbpw sNbvXp. AtX 
hÀjw tÌäv tIm¬{KÊnÂ tNÀ¶  
{io. i¦-c-\m-cm-b-W³ X¼n HmÄ {Smh³ 
IqÀ tIm¬{KÊv I½nänbnÂ AwKambn. 
bq v̄ eoKv {]hÀ¯\§fnÂ GÀs¸« 
Xn\v 1938þÂ {io. i¦-c-\m-cm-b-W³ 
X¼nsb Bdv amkw XShn\v in£n 
s¨¦nepw aq¶v amk¯n\ptijw s]mXp 
am¸v \ÂInbXns\ XpSÀ¶v hn«b¨p. 
CSbv¡v At±lw ae_mÀ tkmjyenÌv 
]mÀ«nbpambn _Ôs¸«v {]hÀ¯n¡p 
Ibpw bp²hncp² {]hÀ¯-\-§-fnÂ 
GÀs¸SpIbpw sNbvXp. CXn\nsS sXmgn 
emfn kwLS\m {]hÀ¯\§fnÂ ]s¦ 
Sp¯psImïv At±lw HmÄ {Smh³IqÀ 
IbÀ ^mIvSdn hÀt¡gvkv bqWnbsâ 
sshkv{]knUâmbn. 1946þÂ ]p¶{] 
h¨v \S-¯nb Hcp {]kwKw {]tIm-]-\- 
]-c-ambn F¶-Xnsâ t]cnÂ At±l 
¯n\v cïp hÀjw XShv A\p`hnt¡ï- 
Xmbpw 1000 cq] ]ngbS-t¡-ï-Xmbpw 
h¶p. 1947þÂ I½yqWnÌv ]mÀ«nbnÂ 
AwKXzw kzoIcn¨ {io. i¦-c-\m-cm-b-W³ 
X¼n ]mÀ«nbpsS tÌäv Iu¬knenepw 
FIvknIyq«ohv Iu¬knenepw AwK 
ambn. ImbwIpfw tI{µam¡nsImïv 
]mÀ«nbpsS PnÃm sk{I«dnbmbpw 
At±lw {]hÀ¯n¨p.

1944-þ47 ImebfhnÂ Icp-\m-K-¸-Ån-þ- 
ImÀ¯n-I-̧ Ån aWvU-es¯ {]Xn-\n-[o- 

I-cn¨v XncphnXmwIqdnse aq¶mw 
{ioaqew Akw»nbnÂ At±lw AwKam 
bncp¶p. 1954-þ56 ImebfhnÂ amthen 
¡cbpsS {]Xn\n[nbmbn XncpþsIm¨n 
\nbak`bnepw At±lw AwKambn. XpS 
À¶v 1957þÂ At±lw sN§¶qÀ \ntbm 
PIaWvUe¯nÂ \n¶pw H¶mw tIcf 
\nbak`bnte¡v sXcsªSp¡s¸Sp 
Ibpw sNbvXp.  

1957 G{]nÂ 27þ\mWv {io. i¦c\mcmb 
W³ X¼nsb tIcf \nbak`bpsS 
{]Ya kv]o¡dmbn sXcsªSp¯Xv.  
1959 Pqsse 31þ\v \nbak` ]ncn¨phnSpw 
hsc At±lw B ]Zhn Ae¦cn¨p.  
At±-l-¯nsâ IrX-yhpw kw£n-]vX-hp- 
amb dqfnwKpIÄ "dqfnwKvkv {^w Zn 
sNbÀ' F¶ kamlmc¯nÂ {]tXyI 
Øm\w t\Snbn«p -sï¶v am{XaÃ,  
kmÀh{XnIambn D²cn¡s¸-Sp-Ibpw 
sN¿m-dpïv.

]nÂ¡me¯v {io. i¦-c-\m-cm-b-W³ 
X¼n kPoh cmjv{Sob¯nÂ \n¶v 
hn«p\n¶p. CSbv¡v At±lw kwkvYm\ 
Poh\¡mcpsS tkh\ hyhØIfpw 
N«§fpw ]cnjvIcn¡p¶Xn\mbpÅ 
I½nänbpsS sNbÀam\mbn {]hÀ¯n 
¡pI-bp-ïmbn. ]ucmhImi kwc£W 
¯n\pw kmaqly\oXn¡pw thïnbpÅ 
Nne thZnIfnepw At±lw {]hÀ¯n¨p.

{ioaXn ]n. FÂ. X¦½bmbncp¶p At±-
l-¯nsâ `mcy. AhÀ¡v aq¶v B¬ 
a¡fpw cïv s]¬a¡fpapïv.

1989 \hw_À 2þ\v {io. i¦c\mcmbW³ 
X¼n A´cn¨p. 1990 P\phcn 22þ\v \nba 
k` At±-l-¯n\v Nctam]Nmcw AÀ¸n 
¡pIbpïmbn. 


