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ANIRUD KUMAR DHARNI IFS i e,
Thiruvananthapuram
PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF Ph- 0471 2529120
FORESTS (VIGILANCE & FOREST Mob-N0.9447979004
INTELLEGENCE) apccf-vig. for@kerala.gov.in
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\% No. PCCF-V /201§ ' i Dated: 01/03/2018

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests &
Head of Forest Force

Sir,

Sub:- Enquiry Report about death of Sri. Madhu, a tribal in Mukkali

Ref :- Proceedings No IFS(1)-611/2018 dtd. 24.02.2018

Please find the enquiry report ordered vide the proceedings above

Yours Sincerely

f'\ﬁ

ANIRUD KUMAR DHARNI




Enquiry Report No. VE4-10813/13

Sub: Death of Sri. Madhu, a tribal in Kadukumanna — Allegation of
. involvement of Forest Depqrtmgq;.,sjgff—_ reg.
“Ref: Proceedings No. IFS(1 )-611/2018 dt. 24/02/2018. .-T

Vide proceedings cited-above the undersigned was entrusted to conduct an
urgent enquiry in to all the allegations related to the forest staff pertaining to the
death of Madhu, a tribal youth in Mukkali, Palakkad. \With respect to this tragic
and gruesome incident the enquiry was conducted through Conservator of
Forests, S.Sheik Hyder Hussain, IFS into the issues that concern the Forest
Department and also the allegations that have come up in press and other social

media that are as follows:

1. The watchers of the Forest department, Vinod and Satheesh, helped the
accused persons to find out the location where Madhu was hiding inside
the forest area.

2. Though Madhu was forcefully brought to Mukkali passing in front of two
Forest Stations, Anavai and Thudukki, the staff in the Forest Stations did
little to save Madhu from the crowd.

3. A Forest Jeep was following the crowd while Madhu was forcibly taken to
Mukkali by the accused.

The details of investigation are as follows:

Madhu was a resident of Kadukumanna tribal colony situated near Anavai.
Beat Forest Officer, Sri. Kurumban, the uncle of Madhu working in the Thudukki
Forest Station, Bhavani Range, Silent Valley Division, has given a statement that
Madhu was not staying in his house at Kadukumanna for a long time. Instead, he
used to stay inside the forests of Attapady Range changing the locations
frequently apparently due to mental illness. On 22.02.2018 he was staying at a
place Known as Andi Ala located in Ajmala Hills of Attappady Forest Reserve in
Attappady Range from where he was taken by a group of local people to Mukkali
and given a beating duc to which he died subsequently.




On 25.02.2018 Conservator of Forests (I & E),Kozhikkode, DFO Flying Squad,’
- Palakkad, DFO Mannarkkad, Wildlife Warden, Silent Valley Division, Range Forest
Officers of Attapdy, Bhavani, visited the place where Madhu was staying inside
the forest for investigating the sequence of events and the role played in the
tragic incident by forest officials, if any. The location in the forest where Madhu
was staying is 3 km away from Mukkali IB. The spot can be reached after crossing
the Bhavani River at Thannichuvadu, 1.3 km beyond 2015 and 2016 Pottikkal Teak
Plantations in the uphill direction. The location exists on the north eastern side of
these plantations at an altitude of 648 MSL (N11°04'50.245", E 076°32'16.330")
where Madhu was staying in a small cave of six foot length and four foot width
adjacent to a stream bed. Evidences of food particles, vegetables and other plastic
wastes were available in and around the place of stay. The nearby stream: is
hardly ten metres away from the cave. The accused crowd after trespassing in the
forests had apprehended Madhu from this spot and paraded to Mukkali.

Thudukki and Anavai Forest Stations are situated in Thannichodu 1% km
away from Mukkali. At this point the road from Mukkali bifurcates to Sairandhri
and to Anavai. Checkposts have been erected on both roads to regulate the
vehicle movement from the same building. The Anavi Forest Station controls the
check-posts in the front and backside of the Station building along with CCTV.

From the CCTV footage available at Anavai Forest Station for 22/02/2018 it
is seen that few people had crossed the station at 12 hours 51minutes 52 seconds
in @ Marshal jeep bearing the Reg.no KL 11H 8559 in the direction of the location
of Madhu’s shelter in the forests. Later a small group of people was seen walking
back along Anavai — Mukkali road towards Mukkali with Madhu at 2.47 pm. At
this point of time Madhu’s hands were not tied and he carried a plastic bag on his
shoulder. Nothing suspicious would be evident to any casual onlooker as Madhu
walked briskly along with his captors as seen in the CCTV footage. According to
the Station General Diary of 22.02.2018 only two lady Tribal Watchers, Lakshmi
and Geetha were available in Anavai Forest Station (Annexure 6). Among the staff
available in the Forest Station, 3 had gone to attend a training programme at
Kothagiri Keystone Foundation and others were sent to field work by Deputy
Range Officer. Deputy Range Officer had proceeded to Silent Valley Division in




e

connection with the preparation of a Statement of Facts in WP(C) 10991/16. Smt.
Lakshmi is a Tribal Watcher residing in tribal colony at Bhoothivazhi and Geetha
resides in a tribal colony located at Sambharkod. Smt. Lakshmi was holding the
Station duty on that day. In the statement (Annexure 7) Lakahml admlts that she
had noticed one tribal with a bag on his shoulder being accompanled by:a group -

of people and she informed this to her fellow staff Smt. ‘Geétha, who was

attending the check-post of Sairandhri road at the rear side and also to Sri.
Kurumban, BFO, present in the adjacent Thudukki Forest Station. The statement
of Smt. Geetha (Annexure 8) also corroborates the claims of Smt. Lakshmi. Sri.
Kurumban, BFO has stated in his statement (Annexure 9) that he was on duty in
the adjacent Thudukki Forest Station on 22/02/2018 and Madhu was his relative
(nephew). He was busy with the official work inside the room and since there was
not much noise from the crowd while passing in front of the Forest Station he
continued the work even though he came to know that Madhu was taken by the
crowd. He came to know about the death of Madhu only after 5.30 pm when he
was relieved from the Station duty and met the mother of the deceased at his
own home at Anakkal.

Five minutes after the crowd accompanying Madhu passed in front of the
Forest Station one Forest jeep bearing the Reg.no KL 01 AQ 5537 was also seen in
CCTV footage going towards Mukkali at 2:52 pm. This jeep belongs to Social
Forestry Range Agali and Palakkad. Two Range Forest Officers of Social Forestry,
Sri. Abdul Razak and Sri. A.K. Rajeévan were travelling in the jeep. In the
statement given by Range Forest Officers (Annexure 4 & 5), they admit that they
had gone to inspect and supervise the nursery works at Thannichode. While
coming back to Mukkali, just before forest IB, they had overtaken a group of
people heading towards Mukkali. Range Forest Officers reveal that nothing
unusual was felt about the group of individuals whom they overtook and
proceeded to Mannarkkad. On verification of CCTV footage, no other Forest
Department vehicle was found following the group as alleged. (CCTV footage CD is
enclosed.)




As part of the investigation the statements were recorded from Sri.
Kaliappan and Smt. Mehrunnisa, the nearest people to Madhu’s cave. Sri
Kaliappan is the daily wage watcher of Pottikkal Teak Plantation and also the Ooru
Mooppan of Pottikkal Tribal Colony. Smt Mehrunnisa is a lady cook engaged in the
labour shed by the contractor, Sri Abbas, presently transporting timber from
Pottikkal Teak final felling coupe. The statements are attached as Annexure | and

Annexure 1l.

From the above statements it is seen that the accused persons trespassed
in to forest area, rushed to Thannichode and went further inside passing the
labour shed and crossing the Teak Plantations around 12 noon. The daily wage
watcher, Kaliyappan and Smt.Mehrunnisa claim that they could not make out the
intention of the trespassers. They walked past the shed and proceeded through
the 2015 and 2016 Teak Plantations and disappeared into the forest.
Subsequently by around 2 pm, they came back with Madhu whose hands were
tied using his lungi. The statements also reveal that there were around 30-40
persons, that Madhu was apparently weak consequent to possible manhandling
and Madhu was forced to carry a plastic gunny bag his in his tied up hands. The
crowd allowed Mehrunneesa to give water to Madhu and was immediately taken
to Mukkali side crossing Bhavani river on foot. No permanent forest staff was
available near the labour shed at this time. Kaliappan or Mehrunneesa did not

inform any forest staff about the incident.

The location from where Madhu was taken belongs to Mukkali Forest
Station of Attappady Range. In order to know the movement of the staff the
General Diary of Mukkali Forest Station was examined (Annexure 10). It was seen
that the Deputy Range Officer Sri. C.Sumesh had given instruction to Sri. N.
Panjan, SFO, to go to 1957 TP final felling area, to assist check measurement by
FRO, Attappady. He returned by 11 am along with FRO and proceeded to SBI,
Agali. The recorded statements of Deputy Range Officer Sri C.Sumesh (Annexure.
11) and of Sri. N. Panjan (Annexure 12) are enclosed. 1957 teak final felling coupe
i< situated 300 m away from the above mentioned labour shed and is not directly
visible from the coupe. Sri. N.Panjan, SFO, was not aware of the issue taking place
near the labour shed and in the forest area since he left by 11 am and proceeded




to Agali. Deputy Range Officer in his statement also states that Sri. Kaliyappan or

any of the watchers did not inform him about the incident.

From the sequence of events, CCTV footage and recorded statements it is
decuced that nobody among the forest staff was av_\(_g{e___c_)f t_hg 55?‘_995_?‘*"”, ofthe
" event though two tribal watchers in Anavai Forest station, one BFO (also the
relztive of Madhu) in Thuduki Forest Station; daily wage watcher, Kaliappan and
Mehrunneesa, cook, in the labour shed at Pottikkal Teak Pfantation were aware

that Madhu had been taken captive by a group of people.
The conclusions about the allegations are as below:

Aliegation 1: The watchers of the Forest department namely, Mr. Vinod and-
satheesh, helped the accused persons to find out the location where Mr.
Mzdhu, the deceased, was hiding inside the forest area.

There is no person called satheesh working in Attappady area among the
permanent staff and daily wage mazdoors. There is one EDC member and a daily
wage driver, Vinod, in Neelikkal Section of Silent Valley National Park Range. The
Assistant Wildlife Warden reported that Vinod was not at Mukkali on 22/02/2018
since he had left by 7 am to attend the training held at Kothagiri Keystone
Foundation in Tamilnadu that was meant for EDC members. Altogether 30 people
including staff of Silent Valley Division had participated in the training programme
held at Kothagiri and they returned by 12 at night (Annexure 13).

Deputy Superintendent of Police, Agali, the Investigating Officer of the
murder of Madhu, has informed to the Conservator (I&E), Kozhikkode that there
s no lead to establish that a person bearing name Vinod is involved in inviting
outsiders to the forest area to nab Madhu. However, he informed that if
necessary this aspect will be examined by taking the call details of the suspects.
The Dy SP also informed that a Lorry Driver, Marakkar, one of the accused in the
case, has already tendered a statement claiming that presence of Madhu in
Pottikkal forest area was informed by him to other people. Marakkar is one of the
lorry drivers engaged by the Contractor of final felling coupe at Pottikkal (the




location where Madhu was staying) for transporting timber to Walayar Timber
. Depﬁt The Police is also verifying the source of mformat:on to Marakkar

Alle atlon 2: Though Madhu was forcefully brought to Mukkall passing in front
of two Forest Stations, Anavai and Thudukki, the forest staff did little to save
Madhu from the crowd.

From the above enquiry it was found that Madhu was forcibly taken from
the Pottikkal area which is part of Attappady Reserve Forest under Mukkali Forest
Station of Attappady Range. It was found that the daily wage watcher, Kaliyappan,
saw a group of people going towards forest area at about 12 Noon and returned
by 2 pm. He did not inform this to the concerned staff or Deputy Range Officer.
Incidentally, Sri.Kaliyappan is a tribal and also the Ooru Moopan of Pottikkal tribal
colony. In this connection an offence has been booked as OR No.1/2018 dated
23.02.2018 in Mukkali Forest Station for unauthorized entry into reserve forest
area by a group of people u/s.27 i (e)(iv) of KF Act, 1961.

At Anavai Forest Station, 2 lady Tribal Watchers ,Smt. Lakshmi and Smt.
Geetha, were on duty. After noticing the crowd and Madhu they informed Sri.
Kurumban, Beat Forest Officer, on duty in Thudukki Forest Station about the
incident. The staff on duty in both the Stations who are also tribals did not feel
anything serious that warranted immediate action since Madhu seemed freely
walking as is evident from the CCTV footage.

Thus the supervising staff were neither informed nor aware of the incidents
that took place at various points starting from the location of stay of Madhu and
their movement to Mukkali between 12 Noon to 3.00 pm.

Allegation 3: A Forest Jeep was following the crowd while Madhu was forcibly
taken to Mukkali by the accused.

As seen in CCTV footage, Social Forestry jeep did appear after a time gap of
5 minutes and went in the same direction towards Mukkali. This vehicle belongs
to Social Forestry Range and was used for nursery inspection at Thannichode and
there is nothing suspicious about the movement of the jeep. Range Forest
Officers, Social Forestry, who were travelling in the Jeep, didn’t notice anything




suspicious while overtaking the crowd accompanying Madhu who was walking
freely without his hands tied. No other Forest Department jeeps were seen in

CCTV footage around this time.

e
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The Potice investigation is still in progress. Further developments, if any, willbe

reported in due course of time.

A.K Dharni IFS

01.03.2018 PCCF (V&FI)

Encl:

Annexure 1. Statement of Kaliappan, daily wage watcher

Annexure 2. Statement of Mehrunneesa, Cook.

Annexure 3. CCTV footage CD

Annexure 4. Statement of Sri. K Abdul Razak, Social forestry Range Officer
Annexure 5. Statement of Sri. AK Rajeevan, Social forestry Range Forest Officer
Annexure 6. General diary of Anavai Forest station.

Annexure 7. Statement of Smt. Lakshmi, Tribal Watcher.

Annexure 8. Statement of Smt. P Geetha, Tribal Watcher.

Annexure 9. Statement of Sri M Kurumban, BFO

Annexure 10. General diary of Mukkali forest station

Annexure 11. Statement of Sri C Sumesh, Dy. RO Mukkali Forest Statiom




Annexure 12. Statement of Sri N Panjan, SFO.

~Anhexure 13. Letter of Najmal Ameen M N, Assistant wildlife warden Silent _v_nal_le_y__‘

- National Park.
Annexure 14. Google map depicting the locations of Andi Ala (Cave), Teak
Plantation, Labour Shed, Thudukki & Anavai Forest Station.
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