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l. Background

| . | . Rationale for aWater policy

Water rs a narural resource vital for the survival of life, lc is

can rmpede

exploiration

achieventents.

becoming increasingly evidenr rhar limircd a.railability of waler

further progress *hile its thoughcless

can netate ntost of our socio-econonric

With rhe availabilicy of watcr- and warer-use

pattern undergoing consranr changes and facing pr.essures

owint [o a variety of environmencal and hunran factors, jt has

becorne necessary to lay dcwn guidelines and polrcy

parameters for the oprinral urilization and p,.oper.

conservation of this natural resource. Thcrc is an rmntrnent

need to creace greater social awareness abour the rights and

responsibilities in rhe use of water and to pttt in placc better_

managemenr pracrices in che utilizarion of this invaluable

resource.lt is also necessary to ensure people,s paruicipation

In water sector wirhin the framework of decentralized

dcmocratic insrrtutions and to evolve suimble frameworl<s

and strategies for rhe continual up_gradation of water

I



environment. Further, ic ts itnportant to make sure "'hat tlre

right of every citizen ro equitable access !o water for his or

her basrc needs is procected and enforced chrough

approPriater,.policy, legislative and Programme itrittattves'

Srate Water, Policy rs' therefcre' a rlecessary prerecuisite for

proPer plannin6 thoughrfui utilisation and st!stainabte

management of waler' lt calls for- a multrdisciPl nary rnd

holisric approach that considers water as part of the ecosyslctrl

for rhe benefit of all and not as a commodiry for the profic of afew

1.2. Guiding PrinciPles

Access ro water is a human right As water is I coffirnon

heritage having economtc value' che resPonsibrlity for ir-s

regulated use and conserviltiol't is vesced with every ctttzen

and communiry. The ownership of water resioes with the

State as a publicly owned resource wich ent'tlemen! for

indivlduais, communities 'rnd service providers 
"o 

use water

without owning at' ln order to conlerve and mana8e water'

:

micro-wa[ershed have been considered as a basic unit and

J ..^1. ^t -;rr^-watef Sheds, shall
river basin' as an integrated unit of micro-water
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define warer rights and regulare water use.This will facilicate a
resource-based approach, user participation and a susralnable
and cguicable wa[er resource managemenr

1.3. Basic strategier

A policy framework shail be adopted ro cr+are an enabling
environment for eguitabie. susrainable :rnd produccive
managernent of water resources for ensuring public health,
promoring trowth and minimizint retional imbalancc. This
shajl jnclude restrucruring of roles and relacionsnrps of chc
State and wacer users for promoting efticicnt ;ind productivc
use of warer. lr is necessary ro redesign rhe prescnc
instrtucional arrantements in order to guidc and rcgulate
water use and achieve becter stakeholdcr p.-.rciciparion in
ptanning' development and managenrent of water resources at
the river basin and micrg-u72sqrsfied levels. With a vtew to
irnproving efficiency and productivity, high priority shall be
given for pronloring and supporting rhe development,
adaptacion and dissemirraclon of rlew and appropnate
ccchnologies in water resource managemenr.

,
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1.4. Objectives

The maior obiectives of this Poiicy are to:

.- Adopc integrated arrd multi-sectoral approach for

planning, development and management of wat-:r

resources.

Consider micro wa"ersheds as the basic unic for the

cottservation and oprimal utilization of water resources

for achieving resou rcc sustainability'

lntegrace chc- proDte-ms a-nd prospeccs of wacer

resource systems by considerirrg rivcr basin a5 the blsrc

unit.

Emphasize [he importance of comprchensivc

'n and management Plan'waterwatershed conservatlo

quality managentent pran' long-term sub-bas;n and river

basin operation and monitoring plan and State water

i
resottrce Plan.

Enable appropriace institutional mechanism and legal

measures for sustainable water resource development

and managemenr'



1.5. State of Water Resources

Therc is a miscakcn notion

Thorrgtr the State r'eceive5

[hat water is abundant in rhe State.

an averaSe annual rainfall of 3000

lead to an

evident from

s uffer-ed lnd

blocks have

I
ij,
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mtn, the undulatint topography of che State coupled with

deforestation and sand mining rn !he rivers

.accelerated draining of wrter to the sea.This is

the fact that the grorlndwater recharging has

groundwater levels have srecply declined.. 5

already been declared as over-exploited while l5 blocks are

idencified as critical and another 30 blocks as senri-criticel'

Thc widespread wetland tystem too has conre under great

strarn by widespre,ad conversion of paddy ficlds {or nor'-

agaicultural PttrPoses' affecting the recharEing of aquifers and

water bodies. The poilution levcls in the water bodies and

drinking water sources have gone uP at an alarming t'ate-

Factors like unscientific waste disposal, lacl< of elacrity to

protccc tite t tvur'5 zpcl 91itet warer bociies anci ritt;riartttccl

construction of toilecs in areas of high density of population

have led to the steady deterioratlon of water quality' Kerala

has not adequately responded with appropriate water-

retenlion lg6hniques and apProaches to meet the challcnge o{

rhe high race of rundown.
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| .6. lssueE inWater Sector

Water is an essential resource for drinking and agricrlltural

purposes. According to Census' 200 |' about 77% o( the rural

population and 569/" of the urban population draw their

drinking wacer from wells' This implies chat a subsranrial

nunrber of open wells and ground water sources which servc

as drinking water sources need 1e $e protccted front

bacteriological and chemical conumination The demand for

piped drinking water is bound to grow in r developing socicty'

The operation and maintenance of drinking water schemes

need constanc improvemenr and modernizarion of chc

drscribution nerwork' treatment lechnologtes rnd

optimizarion of delivery The existirrg demand-supply

rnismatch has to be addressed by perspective planning and the

susuinability of waler sources have ro be cnsured with che

DarticiDat'iorl of stakeholrlers ancl Local Self Government

lnstitutions.

The cechnical suPPort for integrated water resource planning

ar rhe level of Local Self Governments is grossly inadequate'

This is a maior handicap' which prevents the users from
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involving and owning water related proiects and schemes'

There is a shortage of adequate facilities at various lev-"ls for

tesrrng wa!cr quality.This has ro be addressed'

The total rePlacement of traditional systems by piped water

supply necd not bc a goal as long as it is possible !o ensurc the

safetyof those sources of water.The'Polluter Pays'PrinciPle is

enforced only in the . case of induscrial discharges for

minimizing contamination of surface and ground water

sources. The same approach needs ro be eitended to

other seclors too. The changing water- use habits and

increased purnping have enhanced the chances of salin e water

intrusionincoa,sta|tert-atns.Theextentofsalinicyintrustonin

rivers also increased consequent to change in river flow

regime.

lrrespective of an irngation Potential of l5 lakh ha (net)' che

net irrigated area, as on 2004, was only 3 8 | lakh ha The water

use efficiency of the existing irrrgation distribution system ls

poor wich poor corelation co agriculture production and

productivity. The maior irrrgation sclremes have lost tnctr

bearing, especially with a fast changing land use Pat[ern' Long
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yerrs for: sempledon of irrrgation prolecu and exorbitan t

6e5g5 have alienatcd chem frorn far'ners'priorities'There is a

nssi for greater accouncabilily and transParency in the

managem.ent and operation c-rf maior irrigation projects'This is

neceSsary to redeem [heir relcvance for the farming sector'

)

The minor irrigation schemes, irrespective of cheir

appropriarencss to Kerala conditions' receive less atrontion

with only abotn I 4 to 17% of the overall investmenc in

irrigation seccor. The craditional water storages are r ostly

dilapidated due to negligence. While there is increased

spending in the wacer scctor. rllAintenance has not received

adequare attention. Participatory irrigacion tnanagcment is ycc

to be materialized beyond pilor studies.Availability of wrter is

not considered as a maior criterion for industrial zoning' Lack

of insticirtional regimes for water nileqltion and n-rnagemenr

x1 sils river basin, sub basin and watershed ievel leads to sub

opdmal use of water.The efficiency of repeated utilization of

cailraci: water fronr hydroelecrric proiects needs periodical

review.The managemellt of werlands for sustainable fisheries'

tourisrn, transporuarion etc. is also inadequate.



ll. Policy parameters and Initiatives

2. I Water Use priorities

The Stace shall follow rhe following prioriry for allocaring

wacer arnong !he various categories of user.s. Such a

prtoritizrcion will be primarily based on rhe rntegrrcy of

Ecosystenr and will also cal<e into considerarion rhe physical.

environmental and social background of the srate.

Domestic use

Agric u ltu ral use

, Power generation

Agro-based jndustrial use

lndu scrial and commercial use

All ocher uses

The necessiry of conservatron, development and managerlenl

of water resources based on the ca66gp1 of watershed is

inevit.:ble for maintaining the ecosysrenr, incegrity of rivers ancj

I

I
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river basins of Kerala'This is o{ special in-rportance to Kcrala

becaurse of the fragiIity of ecosysternE, high density of

population' chrnging water use habrts etc' Government shall

prioritize the availabilit/ of water to vulnerable gr<'ups and

rake stepi for thc sustainable managenrent and developmenr

of each rrve r basin'

2.2.Water Use Entitlemetrt

The absence of clear and enforceable water entitlenrents at all

levels causes service shortcotnings- wacer use ineiftciency ano

conflicts' Thereforc' the State shall establish a well-dcfined

transparent system for water enritlements according to rhe

guidclrnes and prescripcrons made and accePted by the public

at large. Governmenr shall bc guided by tlre realizacion that

water as a conrmunity resource shall be primarily utirizcd {or

public benefit and individual's incerest shall not be

rllowed to take precedence over public interest' The

commercial exploiatton' use and r-cansaccioni of waccr bY

orivate individuals and establishments shall be regulated

rt
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2.3. Managen'rent of ExistingWater Resource Projects

In order to analyze and improve the pcrfornrance of all water

resource projects, benchmarking exercise shall be undertalcen

and completed in a time bound manncr. Considerirrg the

nagging issues of time and cost overruns of maior and mediutrr

water resources proiects, priority snall be grvcn for

completion of pending prolccts by stiputating cut off dates,

pooling and allocating resources and constituting special cask

forces for close monitoring and publrc accountability. Short-

term (annual) and long-cerm (five-year) managenrent plans

shall be prepared for all the majorlmedium irrigation and

drinl<ing walcr sysr,ems using modern scientific cools' In all

irrigation prolects. Participatory lrrigaciorr Management (PlM)

shall be inrplenrented. ln order rc ensure efficrent

implemenution of PlM, an exclusive legislation shall be

enacted and necessary organizacional and procedr':ral changes

shall be effected.

The Dam Safety Authority of the State shall be equipped and

strenglhened for organizing scientific studies pertaining to

dam safety, dam break analysis' disaster nlanagement and
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emergency PreParedness 
Planning 

etc' Safely monitoring as

well as saiety asPects of lhe struclures shall be made

transParent' [n order to have periodical evaluation of resorrrce

suseinability and assess lhe correciive nreasures required' if

any,wacer audirshall be made compulsory for all the Proi'rcts'

2.4.Water Resources Planning

The susuinable development of water resources of the State

calls for an ecosystem approach ano it shall be frr:ilitated

rhrough micro walershed based planning and intervention' 
lt't

the case of groundwater aquifers' the assessmenr and

development shall be made based on thc speci{ic

characteristics 
of respective aquifers '

Decailed database on water at the micro watershec! level shall

be prepared in a participe:'ory mode and water brlance shall

be estimaied at the watershed' sub basin and river basin lcvcls'

A sute-level mascer plan for waler resource deveiopment and

managemenl shall be prepared by compiling lhe satus and

action Plans in each micro warersheds' subbasrns and river

basins in a hierarchical {orm' The master plan so preparcd'
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shall form rhe basis

scctoral priontization

participadon.

for deve/opment,.intervenrions and

ensunng sustainability, equity and

'.
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The overall rcsoonsibilicy of implenrentation, martagemenr

and nrainrenance of small and medium drinking water supply

and irrrgacion schernes shall be shared with appropriate Local

Sclf Governnrents and Scate Goverrrmcnt based on specific

guidelines. In order co rmprovc the resource use efficiency, all

the irrigation projecrs shall be considereC as nlulti_purpose

proiects.The possibilicy of raising resources through alternare

mcans and ensulng social equity through decenrralized mode

of intervendon in warer sector under Locai Self Governments

shall be utilizcd.

In warer resources projects, especially in irrigation secror. the

fucure rhrust shall be on medium and sma([ schemes. The

groundwater exploitarion by pumping shall be regulate,d based

on yield rests of wells. The concepr of conjunctive use of

surface and ground water resources shall be encouraged in

command areas and farmlands. In order ro optimjze rhe

utilizarion of groundwaten awareness creation and capaciry
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building shall be resorted to on the complexicy and

advantages of groundwater development and managemenc'

The conservation and management of traditional water

resources struclures wrth stakeholdcr participation shall be

adopted as an importanr Practice' Artificial groundwater

recharge nleasures shall also be promoced Effective rlt"t:"t::

shall be adopted so Prevent the physical' chemical anc

biological loading into wetlands'The paddy fields in the Scate

shall be preserved for their envtronmental functions as well as

agricultural valtles' Integrated management action plan for all

the werrands and lnerr drainage basins shall be formurated and

imPlemenced'

The Fisheries and Water seclors are inalienably related'

Protection of water bodies to sustain traditional fishing

activities will recerve a high priority' Appropriate measures

for protection and development of water bodies witl be

adopted with a view to augmenting fish stocks and ensuring

livelihood securlty to the fishin8' community Participation of

the stake holders' departments and agencies engaged in this

secLor will be ensured in chese efforts'
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Rainwater harvesting shall be given prioricy and pronroted

especially in the coastal and high range regions' Special

incentives and suDport shall be extended to Local Self

Governmencs and lnstirutions ior popularizing rainwacer-

harvesting struilures. The desalination of water' though a

coslly oPtion, shall also be adopted in critical areas after ruling

out other alternatives.

Adopcion of appropriare technology shall be nrade

conrpulsory fo; water resource proiecc considerittg rcs

environment friendliness, economic efficiency' tcchntcal

feasibility, safery and adapability for enabling fascer transition

to a dispersed production system' While planning projecrs'

alternate plans shall be explored and their environnrental

viability examined for selecting the mo:t optimal proPosal'

Environmental viability of proiects shall be ensured usrng

environmenal imPact assessnrent and implementatron of

environmental management plans' Disaster management

plans shall be made essential for maior proiects' Periodical

environmental auditing shall also be made Practice for

ensuring the system susuinrbility'
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Alternate mechanism for financing water Proiecls 
shall be

considered' where aPProPriate' 
in ol'der to inlroduce new

technology aid innovalive finarrcing' obtain management

exPertise and imProve the qualicy and cost-effectiveness 
of

water services after ensuring accountability 
and equity A

decailed rehabiiiration and resetdemcnr policy shall be

necessarily formltlated for the State and conrrtrissiontng 
of a

proiect shall be done only after in'rplen'retracion 
o{

rehabilicarion and resertlcment plan' if applicabtc '

2-5' lmplenrentation 
of Water Resources Proiects

Docurnenration 
ano moniroring shall be nrade cotnpulsory for

proiect implemenracion 
with a view to ensuring tinrely

realizatiotr of prolect benefits and susainability' ln order to

enable fast dectsron-mal<ing' 
speedy implementation 

and

involvemen! of sakeholders in proiect implen-rent'ecion 
ano

matla8,ement' necessary Procedural 
changes and amendtnents

to the extsting codes and regulations shall be madef he gaps in

cxisting organizattonal setup for proiect implemenution 
shall

be identified ano necessary changes adopted'
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lmporance of time lines and qualicy conrrol in prolecr

rmplementation shall be recognized anC appropriate

mechanisms for ensuring qualicy of works and rirnely

implemenration shall be strengthened. ln order ro nroni(or

rhe effecti,rerress cf adopring the environmentii managefi)eni

plans. periodic environmental moniroring shall be nrade

conrpulsory.

The factors tlrat lead to abnorrral cost escalation should be

identified and necessary precautions shouid be ral<en ro avoid

this. by bringing about nrore accountable ano rransparenr

practices and social audit and concurrent evaluation at cvery

5tage.

2.6. Water Quality Management

The corrclacion of water quality with public health is self-

evident. Suitable preventive and corrective nreasures. with

active public participation will be raken up trnder this policy to

ensure the safety of drinl(ing warcr.

The quality qf \ /11q1 f9r designated uses shall be appropriately

ensured. Regular water quality upgradation programs shall be



l -*,*'

undertaken' with the support of Local Self Governments' lor

rhe procection of wacer bodies under PerPerual dangers of

pollucion. The protectton of existing water bodies shall be

achieved by adopting appropriate nreasures based on polluter

pays principle. Comrnunity based water quality monrtoring

"n6 
5ulveillance of all drinking w?t€r sources of che

state and timely remedial inlerventions shall be undertrl<en

66 1 q6nr-inuous basis' Special drive for sanitizing all wells and

improving their rechargc shall be oromoted' Ef{ective steps

shall also be ueken to coordinate with the Agr'ctrltural

Deoartment for reducing the use of chemical fcrtilizers'

oesricides and weedicides to reduce land and water Polltttion'

2.7. Environnrental I nterventions inWater Sector

Prevencion o{ satt wacer in(rusiorr inco dl1nk'ing vrater

sources as well as low-lying culcivable lands will recerve

adequate attention' Vulnerable 11g15 will bc rnaoped and

prioritized for taking up remedial measures'

There shall be specific plan of actions for inrPlementtng

locadon specific seweraSe system in all urban areas and

approPriate sanitation sysrems in all rural areas' ln order to

overcome second-generation issues in sanitation sector'



appropriatc sanitacion sub policy and action plans shall be
fornrulared and implemented. The porcnrial for recycling and
reusing of water shall be recognized and all water users shall
be directed ro adopr measures through recycling for
incrementli reduction in walcr extraction. ihe storm water
dtatnatcs shall be rcluvenated based on urban warershed

nraster plans.

Drought pronc areas shait re del:neaied anC priorrtizcd for
every river basrn dependrng on the drought characterisrics.

Drought nricig;rtion plans shall be grven priorrry in thc

watershed mastcr pfans of such areas. Ccncr.rrrently, rhe

opcrarions of rcservoirs shall bc schcduled ,n consultation

wirli sr;rkeholders, taking rnro consideration rhe

mcceorological predictions for thc /ear.

Protection. conservl!ion and managenrent of wetlands shall

reccrve special lttcntion clf the Govcrnnrent through legal and

Pf'ogramrlle initiativcs- Thc managerrrent of wetland shall

include its utilizacion, ntainrenance and developmenr withrn a

conservation framewori<. The legislative measures shall

addrcss the aspecc of regularion, adminisrrative ntechanism.

enfor-cemcnt. parricipatory ntanatemenL punitive mcasu[es erc.



The watershed master plans o{ reservoir catchments shall be

conservation or'rented and prepared rn a participarive manner

fqr preventing deforestation and excessive sediment yieldThe

'ers shall be enhanced bY extensive

summer flow in the rtver>

watershed conservation nreasures' river tnanaBen

and appropriate reservolr oPerations'

Conservation of forests assurnes great signrficance while

implementing the Water Policy as che rivers of che Stare

originate in the Western Ghats River management and

regeneration Pt'ogrammes 
will be undertaken in keepihg with

the sprit and approach of the S.'ete Forest Policy'

The weaknesses in planning for a river syslem as a whole shall

be corrected by revampinS the present piecemeai approach'

whrch ls mostly' oasecl o11 englneerlng solullons'

Multidisciplinary 
approach shall be adopted to find holistic and

susainable soludons' Master plans {or the maior rivers o{ the

Sate shall be prepared which wrll form the basis of any

nver-based Proiect'



The lowering of riverbeds is due to excessive extraction of

sand beyond the replenishmenr- race-This leads to curtailment

of the base flow, reversal of the groundwarer gradient.

l6wering of the groundwater table, drying up of the wells and

rircrs dur'ing surnmer and enhanctng saline wacer tntrusion.

The riverine ecosystem has been highly tarrrpered with

ldverse impacr on ic biological productivity and assirnilative

capacity. The effectiveness of exisling regulatory measures

brought about for-controlling sarrd rnining may bc reviewed

and made more effective and participatory rn nature. This

shall be done after exploring the possibility ot makinS availrble

cons!rucdon aggregares and alternate building rrraterials from

other areas or within the sutc without affccting the

enviro nmen t.

Thc implernenracion of proiects fer micigating rhe problem of

co,lstal erosion shall be undertaken bascd on detailed coastal

zone maragement plan atrd irr consrrltation with che

respcc tive Local Sclf Gover'nnrents.

The coastal protection measures should be planrled well in

advance and transparen[ty to avoid emergen.:y measures..rnd

rnrnrmizc wastcful expcndirure.



2.8. lnter State\ /ater Sharing

Per{ormance evaluation of alI inrer State water sharing

arrangements 
shall be carried our pcriodically by the Srace and

necessary acrion inirrated ro ProLect 
the interests of the Smte'

Any further inter slale water sharing shall bc n'randated by tFe

Legislature'

2.9. lnstitutional Mechanisnr

The existrng institutions for governirrg water resources shall

be reviewed wirh' a view to attending to waler resources on

the basis of river basins and watersheds so as to ensure

responsibility for Protection' 
conservation' develoPment 

and

management of the resources o{ rivers'

There shall be a. State Level River Authority' under which there

shall be Rivcr basin and Sub basrn organisations' A wetland

auchority shall also be established in order !o eusure

protection' conservation' develoPment and management 
of

wetlands in the State'The reconsti[ution shall be done in sucn

a manner chat it faciliotes technical suPPort to Local Self

Governments in water 's61qL 
Water Users Associationl
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Group and such other informal organizational mechanisms

shall be considered for fqsrllL.lglng suscair,able and egu,table

distribution of water resources.

Effeccive funcrioning of (he rnscirurronal ser up shall be ensured

cnrouSh mulri disciplinary and parriciparory approach.

2. l0 Data Managenrent and Information Systen.r

A sysrenr for periodical collection. compilation and uriljzation

of dara peraining ro wacer resoL,rces shall bc cstabtrshcd er

the river basrn and stare level. The role of R&D Cenrr_es and

academic instirucions shall be recognized while establishing

and operating the nrodern Daubase Managemenc Sysrem for
water resources sector.There are also other a€encies tnvolvcd

in the collecrron of data pertaining to warer sector Including

rhe Nationar Hydrorogy proiecr scr up. The operarronal

practrces of data collection and manatement shall be

standardized and streamlined and subjected to periodic

evaluation, correction and calibrarion.The data generated shall

be put on che public domain, in order to ensure berter

?
;
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rransParency' utility and accountabiiity' The advancemencs 
in

the field of infornration technologY shall be utilized fully for

the Database Management Sysrern' State level institutional

mechanisms should be evolved to ensure thac data available

with different ag'encre5 are suitably pooled' shared and

hlrnlonizcd'

2.1 I . Research' Development andTraining

The fronciers of knowredge in water and allied sectors shall be

pushed forward through focused action research'

development and promotion of scate-o{-the- rrt technology

arrd training for effective and econonric nlanagernent of watet

resources' The servtces of Centre for Water Resource9

D"uolopnt"nt and Managemenq other R&D Centrcs and

training instttutions shall be utilized aqpropriately' The

requiremenc of earmarking ac least half per ccflt of the annurl

budget of local Sovernmenls 
and orhel u5s' dspartn'lents for

s:&T activities' aclion research Programilres' 
training and

awarcness camPaiSns related to water scctor shall also be

recognized'



2. 12, Hanagement competence of StateWater Services

The cechnology rransfer shall be encouraged on all rechnical

asststance and consultrng services. The training and R&D

institurions in the water sector shall be srrengthened ro meec

the rcchnology requirements for 5gppspling watershed/river

basin ptanning and devetopmenr. The nc-ed for cagacity

building, educacion and access to informacion for enhancing

the effecciveness of wacer manatemen! shall be recognized.

A master plan for craining che apex-funcrronal_communtry

level surkeholders shall be dcveioped to nra(rr.ialize the vision

of the Srare Wacer policy. In-service trainirrg and constant

up- gradation of human resources shall be pursued wirh a

sense of urgertc/.

Appropriace training programmes shall be insricured for

updating rhe l<nowledgc, vision and managenrent skilfs of

professionals, burcaucracs and orher officials involved in rhe

water sccror, The capaciries of existing inscitutions avaiiablc

in the sector shall be shared and upgraded for rhis purpose.

The Panchayari Raj institurions shall be capacirated for

fulfilling their r'esponsibiriries in warer and sanitation secror as

envisaged in the Consrirutional amendments.l he functronrng
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Research lnstitute (KERI)' Peechi shall

of Kerala Engineering Kesedr Lr ' " '-- --

'ened to enable it co carry oui lhese

bc revamPed and strentnt

tasks.

t 
'n"l 

issues in water and sanitation

The PolicY and oPeratic

sector shall be periodicatly evaluated and solutions arrived at

through a holistrc aPProach cutting across dePartrnental

boundaries using appropriate mechanisnrs involving the best

expertise available In tne state and rhe counlry' lnforrnation'

Education and Commtrnication 
(lEC) Programmes 

on a

conrinuous basis shall be organized to raise the awareness

level of the communicy and orher keY stakeholders' ro

particiPale in developing wacershed based action plans as

envisaged in the SureWater Policy'

The facts and figures of sate water sector and means and

methods for sustainablc urilizarion of water and water

conservatron shalt be included in the school syllabtrs and

curriculum'The messagc for protecting the water resources

as a community ProPerty 
shall be conrinuously propagated in

the State by inraginative measures and rhrough suiable

institutional mechanisms'
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2. I 3. Financial and Physical Sustainability

The water charg,es for various uses shall be fixed in such a way

that they cover at least the oPeration and maintenance

charges for providing the service.The subsidy on water races

to the disadvanraged and Poorer sections of the socicty shall

be continued. The ratcs for irrigation water shall be decided

in such a manner chac it conveys rhe scarcitl value of water to

users and foster mocivation for economy in water usate'

The water rates shall be rationalized with duc regard to

the interess of srrall and marginal farmers lc shall be

.rccontpanied by volumetric measure!'nenc of water

conSum Pcron.

-Ihere 
shatt be direcr public investments to locally planned and

implemented programs to lncrease regional water sclf-

sufficiency. lnter.departmental financial resources [inked to

yy<rte r )e\-aol' :irlii i.,r., 1-r.-r..ricd io, iur,.Ji'i5 c'rpitai rtlve-:i-tttert'''

A revolving fund shall be creaced for priorrtizcd acrivities in

select areas. Govei'ntnent shall strive to achieve a paradignl

shift irr the management of water resources sector, with

enrphasis on the developmenr and expansion ot water

resource infrastructure for diverse uses and improvement of



the per{ornronce of existing water resource facilities'

Allocation of funds under the water seclor slrrll bc re-

pnoritized co ensurc equitable and susuinable develoPmcnr

o{ water resource ano operrtion and maintenance of the

f:rcllities creaced' A Citizen's Cliarter shall be devcloped and

published with a vtcw to gulranteeing quality' e{ficiency'

trlrrsparenty and accountability in the delivery oi drinktng

wrter and irrigatron water' The prioritization for iitctrrring

expendrtttre shall oe for conrpletion of on'going lnd

conrnritted Prolccts' modernrzat'ton rnd rehabilltltion of

cxrsting systems and promoung ParticiPa[ory 
rr'rigattott

n\en:rtelllCnl"

2.l4.Gcnder

The crucial role that women play in thc water' resourccs

scctor shall be recognrzed Active involvenrent of women ln

the managcment of Proiects arrd protection of rcsorrrces shrll

bc ensured '

The concerns of women in wa[er management sh:rll be duly

addressed' The adnrinisradve arrangenlen[s and decision

making Processes 
dcaling with water resources rnanaS'enlent

shalr mainstrcam gender rnd be gender sensrrivg ar:rll levels'



r

2. 15. Legislation

The provisic'ns and adequacy of different regulations enacred

in the warer sector shall be reviewed and modified. if

necessary. Wherever necessary. suicable legislacions shall be

enacted. Some of the aspects to be brought under new

enactrncnrs are the waCer rights, priofiCization of warer use.

groundwacer exploitation, bulk supply, water harvesung.

cransfer of irrigation slstenrs to users, use of irrigation water

for drinking purpose. water. pricrng and subsidy norms. watcr

conservation and harvesring, reconstitution of lnstrtuttonal

nrcc ha n is m etc.

2. | 6. Conclusion

lne poltcy sratentenI slialt De supplementeo wlcrr

implementation srrategies and operatronal action plans for

realizing the obiecrives of warer policy.
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