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Government of Kerala
Abstract

Agriculture Department - Preparation of projects under RKVY as part of
Kuttanad package - Technical Committee cbnstituted to prepare project report
to control pollution and to remove water hyacinth and other weeds from the
water bodies in Kuttanad - Orders issued.

AGRICULTURE (NCA) DEPARTMENT

G.O.(Bt).No.664 /2017lAD Dated,Thiruvananthapuram, 3.7.2017
Read:-Minutes of the Meeting by Principal Secretary (Agriculture) on

15.06.20t7
ORDER

People of the Kuttanad face a lot of difficulty on account of
wide spread aquatic weed infestation especially that of 'water hyacinth' in the
inland water bodies and there is an wgent need to manage the weeds. The
congestion caused by the weed along the waterways make it diffrcult for the
local people to navigate through the lake to transport agricultural produce
harvested (like paddy). The school children in many areas are finding it aimcut
to reach schools on time as the only mode of transportation available in the
majprity,of areas in the Kuttanad region is water transport. House boats too find
it difficult to operate viably thus affecting the touriim sector. Reduction in
oxygen content causes putrefaction of water and also affects production in water
bodies.

2. The Vembanad estuarine system in Kerala is the largest wetland
system on the west coast of India and is a classical example of the ill effects of
human interferences. The upper riverine reaches of this wetland, Kuttanad
consists of the.flood plains of 5 major river systems viz., pampa, Achencoil,
Manimala, Meenachil & Moovattupuzha rivers, originating from the westem
Ghats and debouching into the Arabian sea through Kochi bar mouth. The
vembanad estuary or backwater is thus considered a unique eco-system, an
ecological continuum linking the westem Ghats on the east and the Arabian sea
on the west. Rice farming is the major economic activity in Kuttanad and rice is
farmed in below sea level situations in polders or padasekharams situated 2-3
meibrs below sea level. The Kuttanad flood plains encompasses 79 Revenue
vllages, 10 Taluks and 3 Districts and comprise of marshy low lying areas
below mean sea level contributing to a unique ecology. Kuttanad *.u ill*t ut",
the paradox of co-existence of bountiful natural charm and acute aerarian



distress due to several complex and inter-related issues largely due to
mismanagement and haphazard, development brought about by human
interventions in its natural system. The irony is that Kuttanad, once considered
to be the 'Rice Bowl of Kerala' has now become a 'den of distress' due to
environmental deterioration.

3. In the above context, a meeting was held by the Principal
Secretary(Agriculture) & APC on 15.06.2017. The Secretary Irrigation also
attended the meeting along with other senior offlrcial. After a detailed
discussions, it was decided to prepare a concrete proposal by the Agriculture
Department, Govemment of Kerala in consultation with Irrigation Department.
The proposal would address the whole problems in a holistic and comprehensive
manner viz.,

i) Viable modes of weed control (hyacinth);

ii) Processing the weeds to make by products that have economic

value;

iii) The proposal should also address the issue of eutrophication of

the lakes and water bodies that contributes to the prolific

growth of aquatic weeds.

4. Accordingly,Govemment is pleased to constitute a Tecbnical
Committee with the following composition to prepare a comprehensive ,viable
detailed proposal /project report.

I Dr.K.G.Padmakumar, Director International Research

Centre for Below Sea Level Farming Alappuzha.
Head & Co
ordinator of the
Committee

2 The Principal Agricultural Officer, Alappuzha Convenor

-l Representative of District Collector, Alappuzha Member

4 The.Principal Agricultural Offrcer, Pathanamthitta Member

5 The Principal Agricultural Officer, Kottayam Member

6 The Deputy Director of Panchayaths, Alappuzha Member

7 Representative of State Pollution Control Board, TVM Member

8 Representative of Fisheries Department Member

9 Dr.Ambika, Associate Director, Regional Agriculture
Research Station, Kumarakam

Member



t0 Sri.Manoj Mathew, Professor (Agriculture Engineering
Rice Research Station, Mancompu)

Member

1l Sri.K.P.Haranbabu, Executive Engineer, Irrilation
Deoartment.

Member

t2 Smt.Smitha .B, Agricultural Officer, Kerala Centre for
Pest Management, Mancompu

Sri. Mathew Abraham, Agricultural Officer, Kerala
Centre for Pest Management, Mancompu

Member

IJ Member

(By Order of the Governor)
TEEKARAM MEENA

Principal Secretary to Government.

The Director of Agriculture, Thiruvananthapuram.
Dr. K'G. Padmakumar, Director International Research centre for Below

The District Collector,Alappuzha.
Sea Level Farming Alappuzha.

5. The Committee shall prepare a feasible and viable proiect
report to control pollution and remove water hyacinth and other aquatic weeas in
the 

. 
Kuttanad region, and control pollution in the districts of Alappuzha,

Kotiayam, Pathanamthitta. while preparing the project report, the recrrnicat
committee may consult with the local farmers und ."p..r.ntatives of the local
bodies ofthe districts concerned and also with the othei stakeholders concerned.
if any.

6. The principal Agricultural Officer would extend necessary
facilities forthe preparation ofthe project report and would be the convenor of
the committee. Also he would provid" n."israry secretarial services in this
regard. The Committee shall submit the report within a month.

The Principal Agricultural Officer, Alappvha.
The Principal Agricultural Offi cer, pathanamthitta.
The Principal Agriculfural Officer, Kottavam.
The Deputy Director of panchayaths, Aiappuzha.

Te Mgmber Secretary pollution Control Board, Thiruvananthapuram.
The Principal Secretary, Fisheries Department, Thiruvananthapu.u*
Dr.Ambika, Associate Director, Regional Agriculture Reseaich Station,

Kumarakam.



Sri.Manoj Mathew, Professor (Agriculture Engineering Rice Research

Station, Mancompu)
Sri.K.P.Haranbabu, Executive Engineer, Irrigation Department.
The I & PR (Web and New Media)Department. (for Publication in

Govt.Website)
The Accountant General (A&E/Audit, Kerala) Thiruvananthapuram
Smt Smitha. B, Agricultural Offrcer, Kerala Centre for Pest Management,

Mancompu.

Sri.Mathew Abraham,Agricultural Officer, Kerala Centre for Pest

Management, MancomPu.

Stock File/Offrce Copy.
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