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Dr Nandakumar K V
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DR NANDAKUMAR K V

ADDITIONAL DIRECTOR OF HEALTH
SERVICES
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229/2012/SBTC 1/KSACS 04/01/2024

From
The Project Director

To
Dr Nandakumar K V
Additional Director of Health,
Office of Director of Health Services
Sir,

Sub: KSBTC — Nucleic Acid Test (NAT ) facility at District Hospital, Aluva - reg

Ref: Letter No. PH2-21197/2023/DHS dated 31.10.2023

In Kerala as part of strengthening of Blood Transfusion Services initiated the use of 4"
Generation ELISA screening test since 2018. The use of rapid test for screening blood units has
been abolished. The introduction of 4™ Generation ELISA kits drastically reduced the window
period to 14 to 21 days and of late as part of WHO baseline assessment, it was proposed to
introduce CLIA screening facility in major Bloed Centers having collection more than 10000
units per annum.

Kerala State AIDS Control Society / Kerala State Blood Transfusion Council introduced
CLIA Screening in major Blood Centers like Medical College Hospital, Thiruvananthapuram.
Alappuzha, Kottayam, Thissur, Kozhikode, Manjeri, District Hospital, Palakkad. As part of this
slowly we are planning to have CLIA Screening facility in all major Blood Centers. Use of CLIA
further reduce the window period to 9 to 14 days and with the help of Blood Bank Counselors and
effective counseling of Blood donors the chance of transmission of HIV through Blood
Transfusion was drastically reduced. No new TTI cases have been reported since 2018 in Kerala.

Introduction of NAT facility in Government Centers is not cost effective at this point of
time as blood Units are issued either free of cost or at subsidized rate by Government Blood

Centers. Once financial support for NAT screening is received from State Government.

introduction of NAT facility in Government Blood Centers can be implemented and the request of

District Hospital, Aluva may be considered.

Yours faithfully,
Z )
A i
e —f{{})(_’
Proiect Bireétor
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DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH SERVICES
Vanchiyoor.P.O., Thiruvananthapuram. Pin — 695035
Ph:0471-2302490 Fax:0471-2303025/2303080
Email:dhskerala.hith@kerala.gov.in
Website: www.dhs.kerala.gov.in

No.PH2- 21197/2023/D.H.S Dated : 18-01-2024

To

Mr . Anvar Sadath (MLA)
Olikkara House
Parampayam
Nedumbasserry

Aluva.

Sub:- KSBTC - Nucleic Acid Test (NAT ) facility at District Hospital, Aluva reg.
Ref: - 1. Petition given by Mr. Anwar Sadat (MLA) to Hon'ble Minister of Health
2. Letter No. 229/2012/KSACS dated 04.01.2024.

In Kerala as part of strengthening of Blood Transfusion Services initiated the use of

4 th Generation ELISA screening test since 2018. The use of rapid test for screening
blood units has been abolished. The introduction of 4th Generation ELISA Kits
drastically reduced the window period to 14 to 2| days and of late as part of WHO
baseline assessment, it was proposed to introduce CLIA screening facility in major
Blood Centers having collection more than 10000 units per. annum

Kerala State AIDS Control Society / Kerala State Blood Transfusion Council
introduced CLIA Screening in major Blood Centers like Medical College Hospital,
Thiruvananthapuram, Alappuzha, Kottayam, Thissur, Kozhikode, Manijeri, District
Hospital, Palakkad. As part of this slowly we are planning to have CLIA Screening
facility in all major Blood Centers. Use of CLIA further reduce the window period to 9
to 14 days and with the help of Blood Bank Counselors and effective counseling of



DHS/2119//2023-PH2

1/140183/2024

Blood donors the chance of transmission of HIV through Blood Transfusion was
drastically reduced. No new TTI cases have been reported since 2018 in Kerala.

Introduction of NAT facility in Govemment Centers is not cost effective at this
poinl of time as blood Units are issued either free of cost or at subsidized rate by
Govemmenr Blood centers.

Signed by yours faithfully
Dr Nandakumar K V
Date: 18-01-2024 17:34:12 DR NANDAKUMAR K V

ADDITIONAL DIRECTOR (MEDICAL AND HOSF
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dleusmatlm@eg aldda] DEMIOSIaje DEBSHo H2IQYMD.

Signed by allweiymewoss,
Dr. Reetha. K.p

Date: 15-05-2024 10:45:34
DR. REETHA. K.P

ADDITIONAL DIRECTOR OF HEALTH SERVICES



' ' £
‘ . b
KERALA STATE AIDS CONTROL SOCIETY — 25" | m

'y f
Red Cross I‘{t:ad, Thiruvananthapuram - 695035 Phone : +91 2304882, 2303763 &/ A K S AC S
Fax : +91 471 2305183, Email : keralasacs@gmail.com | www.ksacs.kerala.gov.in :
22922012/SBTC-I/KSACS 22/06/2024
From
The Project Director
To

The Director of Health Services

Sir, |

Sub: KSBTC — Nucleic Acid Test (NAT) facility at District Hospital, Aluva - reg.
Ref: 1. Your office letter No. PH2-10833/2024/DHS dated 13.05.2024
2. HEALTH-FW2/358/2023-HEALTH dated 05.04.2024

This is to inform you that Kerala State Blood Transfusion Council has replied to Dr N
Vijayakumar Blood Bank Medical Officer, District Hospital, Aluva regarding the introduction
of Nucleic Acid Testing (NAT) facility at District Hospital, Aluva without financial
comrpinnent to Government. I am herewith enclosing the letter issued to Dr N Vijayakumar in

this regard for your kind information.

Yours Faithfully

N

i

Project ﬁirector
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229/2012/SBTC 1/KSACS 17/05/2024
Fro
- The Project Director
To
. Dr N Vijayakumar
. Blood Bank Medical Officer,
| RBTC, District Hospital
. Aluva
Sir,

. Sub: KSBTC ~ Nucleic Acid Test (NAT ) facility at District Hospital, Aluva —reg.

| Ref: e-mail from Dr N Vijayakumar dated 12.05.2024

This is to inform you that Kerala State Blood Transfusion Council do not have any
obJQctmn in starting NAT facility in the Blood Center D:strtct Hosp:tal Aluva using available
funds of District Hospital, Aluva.

The Blood Centre District Hospital, Aluva may ensure the National Blood Transfusion
Council guidelines of free Blood units. It is mandatory for all Blood Centers (Government
supported and Non-Government supported) to provide blood / blood components free of cost to
the following patients, who require repeated blood transfusion as a life saving measure:-

« Thalassemia Patients
« Hemophilia Patients
» Sickle Cell Anemia Patients
‘e BPL

o Any other blood dyscrasia requiring repeated blood transfusions

: Thp processing charges levied on the NAT tested Blood units should not exceed the
segmg set by National Blood Transfusion Council / Kerala State Blood Transfusion Council.
This is for your information and necessary action.

Yours faithfully.
r’/ w(};'r\r

Project Director



