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THE KERALA FOREST  (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2025

(Report of the Subject Committee)

Subject Committee X (Forest,  Environment and Tourism) to which The Kerala
Forest (Amendment) Bill, 2025 (Bill No. 269) was referred, considered the Bill clause
by  clause  and  now  submits  this  Report  with  the  Bill  as  reported  by  the  Subject
Committee annexed thereto.

2.  The  Kerala  Forest  (Amendment)  Bill,  2025  was  published  as  a  Gazette
Extraordinary dated 13th September, 2025. The Bill was introduced in the Assembly on
18th September, 2025 and was referred to Subject Committee X on the same day.

3. The Committee considered the Bill clause by clause at the meeting held on 18 th

September, 2025 and recommends to adopt the Bill with the following modifications:

Clause 2

In clause C proposed to be substituted in section 2 of the principal Act by clause 2
of the Bill,  for the word “Watcher” the words and bracket “Watcher (except for  the
purpose of arrest)" shall be substituted respectively.

Clause 7

(i) In clause 7(1)(a) proposed to be substituted in section 68(1) of the principal
Act, before the word and number "section 62," the word, number, letter  and symbol
"section 47 G," shall be inserted respectively.

(ii) In clause 7(1)(b) proposed to be substituted in section 68(1) of the principal
Act, before the word and number "section 62," the word, number, letter  and symbol
"section 47 G," shall be inserted respectively.

4. All other changes are either verbal or consequential.

5. The minutes of Dissent and the Bill as reported by the Subject Committee are
appended.

 
A. K. SASEENDRAN   

Thiruvananthapuram,              Chairperson,
19th September 2025.         Subject Committee X.



അനുബനന്ധം I  

    വവിയയയാേജനക്കുറവിപപ  

സസ്വകയാേരര്യ ഭൂമവിയവില്‍ നട്ടുപവിടവിപവിച്ചയതയാേ സര്‍കയാേരവിനന്റെ  സസ്വനത്തെനപ യരഖനപടുത്തെയാേത്തെയതയാേ

ആയ ചന്ദനമരങ്ങള്‍ മുറവിക്കുനതവിനുള്ള നവിയന്ത്രണങ്ങളവില്‍ ഇളവപ  വരുത്തുവയാേനുന്ധം ഭൂഉടമകള്‍കപ

വനന്ധം വകുപപ മുയഖന ചന്ദനമരങ്ങള്‍ വവില്‍കയാേനുള്ള അനുമതവി നല്‍കുനതവിനുന്ധം;  യപയാേസവികക്യൂഷന

നടപടവി  ആരന്ധംഭവിച്ചതവിനുയശേഷന്ധം  യകയാേടതവിയുനട  അനുമതവിയയയാേടുകൂടവി  വനന്ധം  സന്ധംബനവിച്ച  ചവില

കുറ്റങ്ങള്‍  രയാേജവിയയാേക്കുനതവിനുള്ള  വര്യവസ്ഥകള്‍  ഉള്‍നപടുത്തുനതവിനുന്ധം;  'യഫയാേറസപ  ഓഫഫീസര്‍'

എനതവിനന്റെ  നവിര്‍വചനത്തെവില്‍ യഭദഗതവി വരുത്തുനതവിനുമയാേണപ ബവിലവില്‍ വര്യവസ്ഥ നചയവിരവിക്കുനതപ. 

സസ്വകയാേരര്യഭൂമവിയവിനല  ചന്ദനമരങ്ങള്‍  മുറവിച്ചു  മയാേറ്റുനതവിനപ  ഇളവപ  അനുവദവിക്കുനതവിനനയുന്ധം

വനന്ധം വകുപപ മുയഖന വവില്പന നടത്തുനതവിനുമുള്ള വര്യവസ്ഥകനളയുന്ധം സസ്വയാേഗതന്ധം നചയ്യുന. എനയാേല്‍

ഇഇൗ കയാേരര്യത്തെവിലുള്ള നടപടവിക്രമങ്ങള്‍ സന്ധംബനവിച്ചപ സൂക്ഷമതയയയാേനട ചട്ടങ്ങള്‍ രൂപഫീകരവിയകണ്ടതയാേണപ. 

യഫയാേറസപ ഓഫഫീസറുനട  നവിര്‍വചനത്തെവില്‍ വരുത്തുന യഭദഗതവി പകയാേരന്ധം യഫയാേറസപ വയാേച്ചറുന്ധം

തയാേല്‍കയാേലവികമയാേയയയാേ  ദവിവസ  യവതന  അടവിസ്ഥയാേനത്തെവിയലയാേ  നവിയമവികനപടുന  വയാേച്ചര്‍മയാേര്‍

അടകമുള്ളവനരയുന്ധം  വനന്ധം  ഉയദര്യയാേഗസ്ഥരയാേയവി  പരവിഗണവികയാേവുനതയാേണപ.   ഇപകയാേരന്ധം  യഭദഗതവി

വരുത്തുയമയാേള്‍ വനന്ധം ഉയദര്യയാേഗസ്ഥര്‍ എന നവിലയവില്‍ നവിയമപകയാേരന്ധം ലഭവിക്കുന അധവികയാേരങ്ങള്‍

വര്യയാേപകമയാേയവി  ദുരുപയയയാേഗന്ധം  നചയ്യുനതവിനുന്ധം  മലയയയാേര  കര്‍ഷകനരയുന്ധം  ആദവിവയാേസവികനളയുന്ധം

വനവുമയാേയവി  ബനനപട്ടപ  ഉപജഫീവനന്ധം  നയവിക്കുനവനരയുന്ധം  ചൂഷണന്ധം  നചയ്യുനതവിയലക്കുന്ധം

നയവിക്കുനതയാേണപ.  സമയാേനമയാേയ നവിയമയഭദഗതവി നവിര്‍യദ്ദേശേത്തെവിനപ എതവിനര മുനപപ പതവിയഷധങ്ങള്‍

ഉയര്‍നയപയാേള്‍  പവിയനയാേട്ടപ  യപയാേയ  സര്‍കയാേര്‍  അയത  കയാേരര്യന്ധം  ഇഇൗ  ബവിലവില്‍  ഉള്‍നപടുത്തുന

സമഫീപനയത്തെയാേടപ യയയാേജവികയാേന സയാേധവികവില.  ആയതവിനയാേല്‍ ബവിലവിയനയാേടപ വവിയയയാേജവിക്കുന.   

സണവി യജയാേസഫപ                                    (ഒപപ) 

എല്‍യദയാേസപ പവി. കുനപവിള്ളവില്‍                  (ഒപപ) 

നജഫീബപ  കയാേന്തപുരന്ധം        (ഒപപ) 

ആരര്യയാേടന ഷഇൗകത്തെപ                              (ഒപപ)
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APPENDIX II

THE KERALA FOREST (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2025

(As Reported by the Subject Committee)

[the words underlined/sidelined indicate the modification suggested by the

committee. Omissions are indicated by asterisks]

A 

BILL

further to amend the Kerala Forest Act, 1961.

Preamble.―WHEREAS, it is expedient  further to amend the Kerala

Forest Act, 1961 (4 of 1962) for the purposes hereinafter appearing; 

BE  it enacted in the Seventy-sixth Year of the Republic of India as

follows:―

1. Short title and commencement.― (1) This Act may be called the

Kerala Forest (Amendment) Act, 2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of  section 2.― In the Kerala Forest  Act, 1961 (4 of

1962) (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), in section 2, for clause (c),

the following clause shall be substituted, namely:―

 “(c) "Forest Officer" means any person appointed by name or as

holding an office by or under the orders of the Government to be a Principal

Chief Conservator of  Forests, Additional  Principal  Chief  Conservator  of

Forests,  Chief  Conservator  of  Forests,  Conservator  of  Forests,  Deputy

Conservator of Forests, Assistant Conservator of Forests, Divisional Forest

Officer, Wildlife Warden, Assistant Wildlife Warden, Range Forest

Officer, Deputy Range Forest Officer, Section Forest Officer, Timber Depot

Officer, Beat Forest Officer,  Watcher (except for the purpose of arrest) or to

discharge any function of a Forest Officer under this Act or any rules made

thereunder;".

918/2025.
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3. Amendment of section 47B.―In section 47B of the principal Act, in
sub-section (2),―

(a) after the words "for his own use", the words and symbols "or for
sale through the Forest Department or, subject to the provisions of this Act
and the rules made thereunder, for any other bonafide use, irrespective of the
age of the tree" shall be inserted;

(b)  for the existing proviso, the following proviso shall be substituted,
namely:―

"Provided that the provision for sale and bonafide use under sub-
section (2) shall not apply to sandal trees, if any, reserved by the Government
at the time of assignment of such lands or sandal trees standing on any land
notified under section 5 of the Kerala Preservation of Trees Act, 1986 (35 of
1986) or the areas notified by the custodian under the Kerala Forest (Vesting
and Management of Ecologically Fragile Lands) Act, 2003 (21 of 2005).".

4. Amendment of section 47E.―In section 47E of the principal Act,―

(a)  in the marginal heading, for the words "authorised officer", the
words "Forest Department" shall be substituted;

(b) for the words "authorised officer", the words "Forest Department"
shall be substituted.

5. Amendment of section 53.―In section 53 of the principal Act, for the
word "Ranger", the words "Range Forest Officer" shall be substituted.

6. Amendment of section 64.―In section 64 of the principal Act, for the
word "Ranger", the words "Range Forest Officer" shall be substituted.

7. Amendment of section 68.―In section 68 of the principal Act, for
sub-section (1), the following sub-section shall be substituted, namely:―

“(1) Any Forest officer not below the rank of an Assistant
Conservator of Forests may,―

(a) accept from any person, reasonably suspected of having
committed any forest offence, other than an offence punishable under section
47 G,  section 62 or section 65, a sum of money equivalent to the maximum
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fine  amount  prescribed  for  the  offence  under  the Act  or  the  rules  made
thereunder by way of compensation for the offence which may have been
committed and where any property has been seized as liable to confiscation,
may release the same on payment of the value thereof as estimated by such
officer or confiscate such property to the Government;

(b)  after institution of the prosecution, on an application from
the accused,  compound, with the permission of the court, any offence other
than an offence punishable under  section 47 G,  section 62 or section 65,
alleged  against  such accused,  by accepting a sum of money and  value of
property assessed in the manner as specified in clause (a): 

Provided that though an offence has been compounded under this sub-
section, it shall be deemed to be a previous commission of the same offence
for the purpose of determining whether a second or subsequent offence has
been  committed  and  no  such  second  or  subsequent  offence  shall  be
compounded under this clause.".

         

   

Kerala Legislature Secretariat,            DR. N. Krishna Kumar,
Thiruvananthapuram                                                  Secretary.

2025, September 18,       


