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‘ INTRODUCTION st

I, the Chairperson, Committee on Public Undertakings (2023-2026) having
been authorised by .the Committee to present the Report on their behalf, present
this Fifty Third Report on the Action ‘Taken.by the Government on the
Recommendations contained in the Eighty Eighth- Report of the Committee on
Public Undertakings (2019-2021) relating to Indian Institote of Information
“Technology and Management - Kerala, based on the Report of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India for the year ended 31st March, 2009.

The Statement of Action Taken by the Government included in this Report |
was considered by the Committee in its mneeting held on 22-5-2024.

This Report was considered and approved by the Commitiee in the meeting
held on 18-3-2025.

The Committee pléce.on record their appreciation for the assistance rendered
to them by the Accountant General (Audit), Kerala, officials of Electronics and
Information Technology who were present during the examination of the Action
Taken Statements included in this Report. T

E. CHANDRASEKHARAN,

Thiruvananthapuram, Cﬁairpe'rson,
21st March 2025. Committee on Public Undertakings.



REPORT

This Report deals with the Action Taken:by Government on the recommendations
contained in- the 88th Report of the Committee on Public Undertakings
(2019-2021) relating to Indian Institute of Information Technology and
Management - Kerala based on the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General
of India for the year ended 31st March 2009, -

The Eighty Eighth Report of the Committee on Public Underfakixigs
- {2019-2021) was presented in the House on 18th June 2019, The Report contained
Four recommendations and the Govemment furnished replies to all these
recommendations.

~The Committee (2023-2026) considered and approved the replies raceived
from Government after considering the explanation by the officials from

Electronics and Information Technology Department at its meeting held on
22-5-2024.

59872025,



CHAPTER-—I

REPLIES FURNISHED BY THE GOVERN'M'ENT ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMI'ITEE
WHICH HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY THE COMMITTEE

WITHOUT REMARKS
. artment [ R dation of th .
SL. | Para | Departmen eeommeEn . onotthe Action taken by the Government
No.| No. | Concerned Committee
1 _Lpggrgﬁggiog‘ ‘The Committee expressed|Prior to upgradmg the Post Graduate Diploma program to

Techrology

great concern over the future
of the students enrolled in the
courses  prior to  the
recognition of CUSAT. The
Committee also finds that the
Board of Directers had since
beginning, been cautioning
about the need for getting
approval from AICTE. The

Committee  criticized the

‘ company for its failure in

obtaining the mandatory

approval fromi AICTE for

MS-IT in 2005, the institate was awarding Post Graduate
Diploma in Information Technelogy (PGDIT) with due
approval from Government of Kerala. The said Post
Graduate Diploma did not require mandatory approval from
AICTE. PGDIT program accredited by the University of
Kerala was converted to MS-IT program and this was
objected by AICTE jn 2007, Therefore, MS-IT program
offered by the Institute was withdrawn and students were
awarded with Post Graduate Diploma in Information
Technology (PGDIT) accredited by the Kerala University.
During 2005, the PGDIT program was accredited by the
Kerala University. So, future of the students was not
jeopardized.




-fdirections, and

conduc.'ting the  Diploma
courses in IT and ignorii:g the
directions issued by AICTE to
close down the courses and
submit fresh proposal for
approval.. The Committee

recommends to ' fix
respcinsibility against the
delinquent officials

responsible for putting the
future of students in peril and
AICTE

take
stringent disciplinary action
against them.

for  violating

to

. The students, awarded with PGDIT were given
placements in IT -companies, recognizing their skill and

technical knowledge. Hence the observation by the

committee that the future of students was put in peril is
without merit .and practical relevance. The Master of
Science programs offered by the Institute are with the

affiliation of CUSAT. Representatives of the ITTM-K even

appeared before a Committee constituted by the AICTE at
Bangalore-on 23-3-2011 and clarified its position. The
AICTE did not pursue the matter any further,

Information
Techrology

The Committee recommends
to take stringent disciplinary
action and fix responsibility
against  the  delinquent
officials responsible
for admitting students in

For the period from 2000-2001 to 2007-2008, the company
had an accumulated loss of % 5.69 crore, which represents
the sum total of loss from all its activities. The fact that the
company did not generate revenue, could not be attributed
to non-approval from-AICTE and can be atributed as a
loss during the infancy of the institute till it gained a good




1

post-graduate courses during
2001-2008 and opgrading the
diploma courses to post
graduate diploma courses
[MS(IT)] in 2005 without
creating infrastructure
facilities stipulated by AICTE
there by resulting in denial of
mandatory recommendation
from AICTE, and incurring
loss of X5.69 crore. The
Committee also demands that
revenue recovery proceedings
should be initiated against the
erring officials.

footing in the educational arena. It also be considered that
the world witessed Global Ecanomic Recession during the
set period and suddenly, jobs in IT Industry looked less
appealing to prospective students and that had also
contributed towards the lower rate of student enrollment for
the programs offered by IIITM-K towards the end of the
said period. | '

IITM-K is a company registered under the Companies Act
2013 and as a general rule, Directors and officers in defanlt
are not personally liable on behalf of the company unless
commission of fraud or gross negligence is proved against
them in the conduct of the business at the relevant time.
This aspect of law is reiterated by courts in several
judgments, However, there are exceptional circumstances
listed in the Act where director could be held liable.

to 2007-08 aggregating to X 5.69 Crore, the loss on the
account of conduct of the coumse is X- 49,53,027.29/-,
Therefore it is pertinent that the lose to the company on
account of the PGDIT s only X 49,53,027.29/- and the rest
of the loss is due to other developmental activities
undertaken by the company. Only a small amount of loss is
atiributable to the academic activities and hence the

-+
4



conclusion that the entire loss is due to the conduct of the
course is without merit,

In the light of the above, the observation by the|
Committee that revenue recovery proceedings may be
initiated against the emring officials is not correct as they
have acted in good faith and with fall justice to their|"
fiduciary capacity, their roles in the company, warranted,

Information
Technology

The Committee criticizes the
financial mismanagement and
anarchism which was noted to
prevall in  the Institute
and recommends to run the
instimtion by  following
prudent financial management
practices as per Memorandum
of Association,

.FY 2018-19 has also been completed in July 2019 itself.

IITM-K is an Institute having self financing nature,
other than the academic programmes, faculty meémbers are
involved in various projects sponsored by the Government
and niher Deparments to generate more revenne. Institute
Is carrying out all statutory requirements as per Minisiry of
Corporate Affairs and Government of Kerala within the
stipulated time. The Institute is one among the very few
PSUs which completes its annual accounts on timé and it is
perdnent to mention that the Audit of the Institate for the

During the FY 2018-19, the Instinyte has reported an
operating profit of ¥ 25.47 Jakhs making it one among the
very few PSUs making profit. Thus the Institute is adopting
best financial management practices as per the
Memorandum of Association and completing all statutory
requirements on time.




Information
Technology

The ‘Commitice wants to be
fumnished with details of the
courses conducted by the
institution and activities in its
present functioning.

The main programmes of the institute are:-
® Masters Programme
® M.Phil programmes
® rh.D Programmes
® , Postgraduate Diploma programmes

Four specialized Post Graduate Programmes (M.Sc.) in
Computer Science with specialization in Cyber Security,
Machine Intelligence, Data Analytics, and Geo‘spatial
Analytics with the affiliation of Cochin University of
Science and Technology. Institute had been’closely working
with the State Government in varions sectors viz.,
education, agriculture, health, e-governance, science and
technology ete. Following are the some of the portals and
services of the Institute that has developed at that time.

i, Kerala Education Grid-www.edugrid.ac,in- Portal

to assist teachers and students in-the colleges to

teach and learn better. )
ii. Plan’ space portal, CM portal www.cmopemg.




iv.

Computational Chemistry Portal:
www,compchen.in-

" The only computational portal in India till that|.

date allows ‘any research scholars, faculty or .
teachers 1o access advanced computing facilities
for molecular structural, molecular dynamics and
other calculations in Chemistry.

Kerala Agricolture Services Portal:

www.kissankerala.net- .

The Portal seives the farmers and* agriculture
related enterprises of the State, The Institute, the
Department of Agriculture and the ‘Kerala
Agricultural  University, jointly manages the
services portal. ' )

Virtzal  University  for Agriculture  Trade:
www.vuatkerala.org - -7

The portal is operated by the Kerala Apgricultural
University, Department of Agriculture. It was
developed and serviced by the Institute. This is
intended fo educate the farmers on the profitability,




vil.

sustainability, practices and new opportunities to
enhance agrarian prosperity.- .

E-krishi  Agriculre  Trading  Portal:
This portal developed in association with the
Kerala State IT Mission using UNDP funds. It was
intended to help the small and bomestead farmers
get better market retarns and opportunities for
value addition to their produce,

Krishideepam TV serial:

This was a weekly TV serial produced by the
Institute in association with the Department of|
Agriculture and broadcast over the Asianet TV
channel.

Agriculture and related Trade call Centre:

This was a service to help the farmers even if they
do not have access to internet. -
Trivandrum  City Police for °* Community
Interaction: www.tvmcitypolice,org —

This is a new concept e-governance police-
community interaction portal that integrates




"S20L/BES

the services across 20 police station offices of the
~ city and’effectively acts as forum for involving the
city community in policing related issues.

| x. Support for Telemedicine services and Continuing

‘Medical Education:

'This was being done in association with ISRO and
the Department of Health, Gavernment of Kerala.

Other activities of the Institute are placed annexure:

Thiruvananthapuram,
21* March 2025,

E. CHANDRASEKHARAN,

, Chairperson,
Committee on Public Undertakings.
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