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" Firest & Wildlife Department- Tmpl

FOREST & WILDLIFE (E) DEPARTMENT .
Dated ,Thiruvananthapuram ,24.12.2016

Read:- 1. G,O{Re.) No: 202/2010/F&WLD dated 14.09.2010

2.G.0.(Rr.) 354/2013/F&WLD dated 12.09.2013

3.Minutes of the Chief Conservator of Forests Council Meeting held on
25.06.2016 °

w
-4. Letter No: BDC1-17000/2015 dated 29.07.2016 from the Prinicipal Chief
Conservator of Forests (Wildlife ) & Chief Wildlife Warden.
ORDER
As per the Government order read as 1% above, Government have issued
administrative sanction = and Guidelines for implementation of the folloWing
sthemes under “Biodiversity Conservation Programmme”

e

. protection of sacred groves.

ba

Conservarion of mangroves.

3. Identification of oldest tree, raising platform and displaying information board.

These guidelines werc laivr tevised vide Government Order read as 2% abar - for
the implementation of the scheme “Protection and conservation of sacred groves” fox
extending financial support to the owners of sacred groves, wiih a view to preserve
the Kavus, the rich repository of biological resources.

e Now vide paper read as 4® above, the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
ﬂ\‘\'r"b" (Wildlife )& Chief Wildlife Warden has requested Government to reconstitute the
State Level Expert Committees, with Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Social
., Forestry) as the Chairman, for selection of sacred groves for financial assistance and
oot 51 1 Vanamitra award, in place of Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
et —1 (Biodiversity Cell), and to issue modified guidelines accordingly.
nGE {EF) '
1{:-;?__-- !‘“—" Government have examined the matter in derail and are pléased to
ekl = w{Yeconstitute the above committee with Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
!{‘_ & | i (Social Forestry) as the Chairman in place of Additional Principal Chief Conservator
1 aa sk W2 of Forests ( Biodiversity Cell) and the cuidelines are modified a cordingly. The
e | jrovised gurdelines are appended i 2with.
LG g :Sabi& (By Order of the G )
2 i 5 - P 3 T a5
¢t Wy N\ By Order of the Govern
G .\'ﬂ & P.MARA PANDIYAN

-D""-"‘F.-.ﬂ-

Additional Chief Secretary (o Government

R il ; ¥
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Head of Forest Foree, Thiryvananthapuram.

ey
.r'.b{n":'
=




TEAAT NI AOBIVERSITY At LR S A e L e
SLHEMESUNDER BiOPI v% 40, : :

LU LINE S fFOR SELEC FING AND DECL ARING CLDESY R SARAMUTHASSY)

The antest of this scheme is 1o attract puhlic attenving vl sppreciatios o dld Tuges ﬂafﬂug
. ©vally In many locations across the state , especiells im whan RS, very oid tiees goe
| . ; SUIVIVING amidst g;fo-.‘aring pressure. These tees have been providing ecological services vior
the years.to society, An uppdrtunity is provided to society appreciate and express graniude for
the tree fer the ecosysiem services and produce given 1o society over these yeurs . This vl help
build a bond betwean man agd rees over the long term, This wil' result in improved potedion
of trees by society. ;

In short , programme will provide an opportunity for Couunuamty | especially the cluldien |
o honour ,m revere and appreciate these trees for the selfless setvice provided to SOCICtY uver

the years. i
e - The following euidelings are issued for selection and declaration of Maramuthassy 0 eaon
Ehslrict. .

*  The Assisiant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) in the rcs:aictn"c District shail be the
Authorized officer for Inviting nominations | processing the same for finally declaring the
Maramuthassy of the district, :

-y e *  Assistant conservator of Forests (Soctal Forestri) will address all the Gramu Panchayatns i@ the
District concerned to recommend oldest tree with respect to each local body

* Any NGOVindividualfinstimation cap submit nomination for selecting a particular wee wy thegr
locality to declare as maramuthassy to the respective Grama Panchayath.

*  Nominations for Maramuthassy shall be selected from amongest those trecs iocuted wi pliblic
land, premises of schools , offices/public / government institutions etc. Selection shall be bused
o1 age followad by ratify am:‘[ umiqueness.

*  Only one tree wil} be sefetrtcr-i and declared as Maramuthassy in each Disuict

*  Wide publicity shall be given by the Assistant” Conservator of Forests 1Social Foresiryy 1n
mviiing nominations for trees 1o be identified as Maramuthassy.

* The nominauens shall be screened by a Distict Level Commuttes cunprsiag af st




Congeruodof fovusk (S'mi E-unag\y) o ﬁiﬁ'a'mqf}.ami(ﬂ -ﬁt}gwiﬁﬁﬂe? Disbau
Pochesyalh (2) o ddesy et SenderioVebishad(3) Repressalulive g & aesesnch
ogaahind) beeodrranedite ace NG 8o Dishoidr o mrambens

*  The Additional Principal Chief Consarvator of Lon

=5 0 Lhied Cupssrvater of Forest

st

Furestry ) having - junsdiction of the ares shal oustiie e Distriel Love Comm. o g
screening the nominations.

= 1he selected tree along with a proposal covering various a5pects viz- vernu e Mmaite, o fenkfic

name , ciltural / biological aigmficance | age | beight | girth and other flatues | g e it
selecting the tree etc. shall be submitted to the Principal Chief Conservatur of Forest, tyovial
Forestry) |, who will submat propesal for all the districts 10 the Governmem for anmeewvad nd

L

notification : 7 :

» An infornimation board covering its name , age’, taxonomy |, distribution ceolueical e ae amd

ecodomic significance etc may be displaved in front of the Maramuthassy notified o .« o
provide basic information for &2 bonefit of the public,

= Sutable platform around the tres may be provided for protection and aestlieric appearance | The
piatform shall be made of I aterite stone and plastenng shail be avoided

*  The platform shail be made with adequate precaurion against wmpeting W th o1 daps i the
roors of the tree,

= A public programme for konouring and appreciating the the services Provded by the 1o cove
the years with the full participation of local schoal children and community shall be organized

lar declaring the Maramuthassy. This can be developed a5 an annual event

2. REVISED GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMEMTATION OF THE SCHEMF FOR PROTECTN AN
CONSERVATION OF SACRED GROVES.,

Sacted groves are rich repositories of biological resources that have been presesved inthelr wistine
conditions by religious belief of the community . These sacred groves arc under severe preasare und
require support for their conservation. Most of these groves are preserved despite MY predssuies and
the owners need to be appreciated and recognized by society for thewr conservation ¢ ffors It is iamised
to provide financ:al suppart to owners of sacred groves and minate Awards o the Tiest manage., sroves
by inviting applications /nominations after wide publicity where nccessary support for actvitie: sucl: as
for documentation of ilora and funz, awareness ereation - protection activities |, rebuslding lost / « vrled
sacred groves , giving incentives and awards etc.

I. The Scheme will be taken up it accordance with the guidelines issued by the Goverym o
mplementation of the Centially Spomsored Scheme wnder the “Inten dfcaren o0 Forest

Management Scheme™ for protection end conservation of Sacred Groves as and when 11 funds

—_— s
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&WLD

Eile No . FWLD-E1/242/2016-FWLD

are recerved from the Govemment of India ; as well as sor amplementit, pis o Ty
conservation of Biodiversity funds by State Governmant

The Scherse will be co-oecinated aud monitored by the Social Foresuy Moag of U ol
Forest Department

The Scheme will be implemented mrough the respective Assistant L wdsCrvitar w ton 56
(Social Forestry) of each district .

The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) of each District will give wide nublicity
about the scheme so as to invite maximum applications.

The interested De:vasws.m [Orwnersitemple trusts shall apply to the Assistant Cunsess mor of
Forests(Social Forestry) of the concemed District in preseribed format. These who were - clocted
for financial support during the previous } vears will fiot be considered under this scheme

The Assistamt Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) will shortlist 5.apphicants in gaeh Dhsaict
hased on gxtent in area and biodiversity value for long term CONSETVaoDn.

The ownerstrusis of 5 short listed sacred groves wil prepurs 2 propusal/Micro plan for
protection and conservation of the concemed sacred grove in consultation with the Assistant
Conservator of Forests.

In the case when any District failed in submitting 5 proposals before thﬂ expert Lommitie the
sacred groves havipg maximum exient among the applicanons received 1n other [}Ls'rn:s will be
considered for financial support.

A State Level Expert Committee will be setup comprising the following

i peincipal Chuef Comservator of Forests (Sovial Forestry) - Chair Forson
5i. Director, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi or his nrminee.
iii. Director, INTBGRI, Palode or his nominee.
‘iv. Deputy Conservator of Forests (Wild Life)
v.  Prof Sobheendran, Emrimnmmm]isf.
vi. Prof, E. Kunhiknshnan , Subject Expert
wii The President, Travencors Devaswanl Board or his pomaes
Viii, The President, Malabar Devaswam Board or his riominee.
ix. The President , Ayyappaseva Sanghom or his nominee,

The State Level Committee Shalk:

i Scrutinize , evaluate and recommend in order of priorify , vorered grove: 1 vach
District for long term and one time Support tender the Scheme
ii. Approve the proposal/Micro Plan/Management Plan for eacn sacred grove.

i, Render any other advise sought for by Principal Chief Conservator uf Forests
{Social Foreszy)




File No.FWLD-E1/242/2016-FWLD
B4 2vilD ; I_/___,

i iropemal along with detailed estimate (Sanctiotied by compenc. 2ot

ST o NS EELY

Wiag) will be prepered with technical support of the Assisint Cunservat ¢ ot borest  social
rolesiny). o —

11 The owrers £ Truss of the Sacred Groves selected for support undy the Soheme will oo g

an Agreement with the First Party (Copy of the Agreement enclosed) priot w i commic: -ement
——

uf the programme.

i2. Prior 1o signing of agreement the owner /rust /Devaswams shall produce relevant docu swents 10
prove ownership f the sacred groves.

13. The fund requirement will be made available through the respective Assistant Conseivator of
Forests {Social Forestry).

14, On signing the Agreegent 0% of the total project cost subject to 2 maxunum of Rs. 25,000/-
T e r——

o

will be released as 17 nstallment for arranging the works. Subsequent mstallment shall be made

RN

as when required by the beneficiory on production of vouchers end records for the complered
works subject to 2 minimum of 25% ot the total project cost, First instaliment shall be aqusted

inthe firal claim. In case of proposals requiring Rs.25000/- or below , the eatire amoumt shall be
réieased on production of proper vouchers.
01 PISMEr YOk

15, The Devaswam /rusts/owner managing the sacred groves shall mamtam proper accouwnts and
vouchers with respect to the expenditure incurred under the scheme and shall produce the same
for inspection , as and when required by the First Party , the Assistant Couservalor ob Forests
(Social Forestry) . The Owner [Trustee’ Devaswam signing the P:.gracmez it shall be huble fuI:rr
this. ;

14, In case of breach of conditions of Agreement , the agreement shall be terminated after giving an
pppoimanity to be heard and the amount released to the owner {Tmstee/Devaswam in so far hag
not been utilized as per approved proposal shall be refunded to the Government forthwith as
determined by the Assistant Conservator of Forests (5ocial Forestry).

17. The Scheme will be monitored by the Social Forestry Wing and evaluated by the igilance

wing of the Kerala Forest Department.

a

3. GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMEMTATION OF THE SCHEME FOR PROTECTION AND
CONSERVATION OF SACRED GROVES.

A scheme has been prepered for conservation of mangroves with the following components

I Providing incentives o the owners for mainiaining mangroves

e

Financial Support for regeneration activities.

3 Entry poin: activities.




File No.FWLD-E1/28272016-FWLD
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4. FExrension and aworeness.

Wlangroves are rich repositories of biological resources having struvinal aduptan s and -

phisolozcal charactenistics, enabling them to thnive in the estuarme habitats, Kerala co. st once
stshored o lavse tact of mangrove vegetation. Kerala once had 700 sq ko o miiigione arests,

wlich noc has dwindled, to a great extent.

*

It 15 proposed to supoort the ovners of mangrove areas by awarding monetary meentives at
i3 the rate of Rs.4000 per acre for their noble gesture of maintaining the existing mangre: 25 and
pritecting them from destruction dnd making available the ccosystem services froms these

mungroves to society. 4
]

P

b=

. The scheine will be co-ordinated and mozitored by Social Forestiy .wlﬁg of the Kersla Forest
Department. .

2. The Scheme will be implemented through the respective Assistant Conservator of Forests |

(Social Forestry) of each District.

L

The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Sccial 'Fcre"stryj of each District will immite anphication
by giving wide publicity sbout the scheme throvgh the madia.

['he mterested owners shall apply to the Assistant Conservator of Forests {Secial Forestr, r ofthe
: DpLY ;

A

T concerned District in the prescribed formiat along with the proof of originel ownership { title
deed, tax receipt and a ceriificate fom the village officer stating ewpership.of land} and 4 skeich
of the area.

5. The owners of selected manproves with the assistance of the Assistamt Conservaior of Forests
{Sociai Forestry) will prepare a detailed sketch of the area indicating the details of the
mangroves present and activities proposed to ensure their conservation.

6. A Distnet Conunittee will be set up comprising the following

i. Assistant Conservaior of Forests (Social Forestrv} - Chaivman

i Representative of District Panchayath - Member
ili, Representative of Research Institution - Member
v Representative of Reputed NGO - Member

The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry} / Conservator of Forests
{Sucial Forestry) having jurisdicnon over the area will approve the cofnpusition of tae District

Comumittes,

v

The District Commuttes shall scrotinize | evalpate and select the maneroves 1o be supported i
' pod pp

each District under the scheme. The District Commitiee will decide on the extent of the

e s e i e
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MENZIOvES and the amowni of Incentive to be pax +d tothe owelrof

The owRers of maagroves sclected Tor suppoct ander the schoto vl ol {oks . Ath ik
\ssistant Conserivator of Forests {Social Forestry) priot to the cemupenu s ol
PIOETATITe. '

10. The Principal Chisf Comservator of Forests (Social Forests) will dalke avanhete nocessaey fumd -

o owners through the respeci:ve Assistant Coaservator of Forests [Sucial Forestry)

The owners shall sign an MoU with the Assistant Conservater of Forests Sucial Forestry) at ihie

= ] time of givipg the m&iih‘igs-fm planting m: their land to the effect that the acd'.mg'z' alanted will

' be protected for one }'f':'ar_ hefore the incentive for surviving seediiiigs can he givin

4, GLFD"LH}&ES FOR THE SELECTIGIH OF VANAMITHRA AWARD FOR BES] PRACTICES IN - -

EIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION.
*
W

** a. The Assistant Cﬂ;;.mvamr of Forests (Social Forestry} shall give wide publicity in this
regard.

b. Application for consideration shall be submitted to the Assistant Uonservaior of Forests

- gSm:;al Forestry) of the concerned Dintsi! .

¢, Individuals , Educational Institutions , NGOs , fanmers ete. will be considersd for the
award . They are'réguited to furnish & note justifying the claim o the award ineincing
photographs.

4. The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Socia] Forestry) shall scivunize the applications I
received and recommend two ﬁominaﬂuns afier field venfication before the state level
cmﬁttua along with his recommendations. |

e. There will be only one awaid m each distnict,

f. Selection will be done by a State Level Expert Committee comprising the following
members Viz, Principal Chicf Conservator of Forests (Social = JForestry)
(Chairmen).oné represemtative cach from Kerala Forest Research mstiouie (KFRI),
Kerala  Agricultural © university  and Jawsharlal  Nehry Tmpical Botame
Garden(JNTBGRI), Deputy Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) and an environmentalist
45 memmbers. The decision of the Expert Committee will be final

g. Activities which contributed ‘o the conservation of the biodiversity values of the locality
viz., conservation of sacred groves , mangroves , medicisal plants, agro-bigdiversity eic.

5 will be considerad for awards.
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