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The World Economic Forum Report, Geneva, 2014
India’s Gender Gap

A. Chatterjee

Most Indians are very familiar with the gender gap issue in India. A female child is considered
an unwanted gift and a burden for the family in many communities in India. A male child, on the
other hand, gets access to available resources in the form of education, health care and jobs. A
female child has to fight for all of these resources, mustering her moral strength in the face of these
societal odds.

In many parts of India, especially in the villages, a girl is married at a very early age, and this
often ends her dream to work towards any other ambitions other than being a housewife. In the
work place, there is discrimination as male workers are paid much more than female workers for
the same job. This of course is not an uncommon scene even in many advanced nations. In India
it is very common to see women labourers working on construction sites doing unskilled jobs
under miserable conditions and receiving very poor compensation. Women workers are employed
in cities such as Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore or Kolkata, and are a common sight, sweeping the
streets with hand brooms for a very small wage. In the farming areas, one will see women doing
hard and laborious jobs for a few rupees a day. In most households, one will witness the women
doing cleaning & cooking at well below living wages. Women working in call centers or in
factories even with good wages, do face unsecured and unsafe working conditions. Even today,
some middle- class or higher income families do not allow women to work because of cultural
attitudes.

These are not random stories. If one does a systematic research on India’s gender gap
issue, it will become evident what a sorry state of affairs there exists. The World Economic
Forum 2014, recently released its report in Geneva, revealing a shocking picture of India’s
gender gap situation. According to it, India ranks at a low 114 among 142 countries surveyed.
The report clearly documents that since 2006, India has not improved its score or its ranking.
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For example, in 2007 India ranked 114 with a score of 0.59 and in 2008 the ranking was 113
and the score was 0.60. Although no country in the world has a perfect score, all Nordic countries
such as, Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark are on top of the list with close to
100% gender equality.

Table-1 shows India ranks very poorly in gender gap problem even compared to India’s
neighboring economies.

Table - 1

Global Gender Gap Index, 2014, India & Neighbouring Economies

RANK ECONOMY SCORE*

9 PHILIPPINE 0.78

59 SINGAPORE 0.70

61 THAILAND 0.70

68 BANGLADESH 0.69

76 VIETNAM 0.69

79 SRILANKA 0.69

87 CHINA 0.68

97 INDONESIA 0.67

112 NEPAL 0.64

114 INDIA 0.64

Source: World Economic Forum, Geneva, Switzerland, 2014
*Only two decimal shown. 0.00= inequality and 1.00= equality

It is worth noting that the World Economic Forum’s score and associated ranking for countries
that were surveyed, are all- inclusive macro indicators. There are some very important matrix
that are considered in the study to arrive at the final ranking and score. These include labour
force participation rate, earned income, literacy rate, life expectancy, women in parliament and
women in ministerial positions. In this entire matrix, India performed very poorly as shown in the
Table-2.
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Table-2

India Score Card

Selected Indicators Rank Female Male Female-
male Ratio

Labour Participation Rate 130 30 40 0.36

Estmated Earned Income (US$)*135 $1980 $8087 0.024

Literacy Rate 126 51 75 0.68

Healthy Life Expectancy 96 58 56 1.04

Women in Parliament 111 11 89 0.13

Women in Ministerial Position 107 9 91 0.10

Source: World Economic Forum, Geneva, Switzerland, 2014

Purchasing Power Parity basis

It is clear from the Table-2 that India’s gender inequality starts from politics. In India’s
parliament women represent only 13% of the total, while in ministerial jobs women represent
only 10%.These numbers should be judged against the scale that in India overall male-female sex
ratio is 1.07. From the economic perspective, women participation rate in the labour market is
very low, only 30%, implying 70% of working age women do not join the work force, thus
denied of contributing to India’s GNP. As well, average earned income-gap is huge: female
workers, on average get 24% of their male counterpart. This wage gap is correlated with a lower
literacy rate among female workers in addition to the discriminatory wages practiced at the work
place.

The World Economic Forum study in my opinion, should be taken seriously by all economic,
political and social agents. Without attaining or at least working towards gender equality, no
nation can sustain social harmony and economic prosperity. In
a civil society, women should feel equal to men instead of being considered second-class citizens.
Gender equality is fundamental to economic growth and economic prosperity. The World Economic
Forum study shows high correlation between a country’s economic performance and its gender
gap. Lower the income gap, higher the economic expansion. All Nordic countries for example,
show high per capita GNP as the gender equality is high, close to 100%. The report states,
“Limiting women’s access to the labour market is costly. For example, Asia and the Pacific
countries reportedly lose US$42 billion to $47 billion annually as a region because of women’s
limited access to employment opportunities.”
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There is no single or easy solution to India’s gender gap issue. It would take a long and
robust research to list all factors needed to be done to come close to the gender equality that
Sweden or Denmark have achieved. In my view, any solution should start with access to education-
just not primary education, but also secondary and college education combined with skill-based
training, so that women are marketable with work-skills.

Secondly, for women workers in factories or in call centers, a safe and secure work
environment is paramount, so that they are encouraged to work with dignity and
without fear. As well, more women should stand for parliament and should be given more positions
at the ministerial level so that they can voice their concerns and educate the
Indian public. This will provide a proper platform since women represent the 600 million strong
Indian female population. When it is evident that the wage gap is due to discrimination, legislative
action should be taken to narrow the gap. More importantly, there is an utmost need to change
the mindset of Indian citizens and their cultural attitudes and to accept the fact Indian women are
as good as Indian men. This is not an easy task. The gender gap cannot be narrowed overnight.
All stake holders, politicians, corporate leaders, social activists and people at large must come
forward and accept the challenge to change for the good of the country and thus for society at
large.

It is generally believed that India’s new Prime Minister, Mr. Modi with a majority in
parliament, is a game changer. His priority, as we understand it, is economic prosperity and
growth, so that people who have been marginalized to-date, would benefit from stronger economic
growth and associated improved infrastructure. In this context I believe lowering the gender gap
is part of the equation of economic growth & economic prosperity. If more and more women
join the labour force, it will automatically increase India’s GNP. This is a simple calculus of the
measurement of GNP. Indeed, gender equality provides economic dividends. To increase the
participation rate of Indian women in the labour market, Prime Minister Modi has to remove the
obstacles that have been discussed in this paper.

Of course, this is a challenging task for Mr. Modi and his government but it is long overdue
and must be done. India has to provide access to women to resources such as education, work
related skill training and health care. A safe and secure environment, free of harassment in the
work place, especially in factories and call centers must be put in place immediately. The wage
gap between men and women resulting from discriminatory employment practices must be
addressed through the legislative process. More importantly, there is an urgent need for a paradigm
shift in people’s minds about social discrimination and cultural attitudes towards Indian women.
Without taking serious steps to narrow the gender gap as argued in this paper, India’s score and
ranking in future gender gap studies will continue to remain at the bottom of the world scale.

SOUTHERN ECONOMIST,
DECEMBER 1, 2014.
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Life Imprisonment Is Worse Than Death Penalty

Sanjeev Sirohi

The first question that I would pose to all my readers is: Why no one barring a few exceptions,
like Justice Krishna Iyer, ever demands the permanent abolition of life imprisonment from our
legal system while we keep hearing every now and then arguments for abolition of death penalty?
Why should life imprisonment not be permanently abolished? Why should the life term punishment
exist at all in our penal laws if it is worse than death penalty which it is actually about which there
can be no two opinions as Justice VR Krishna Iyer has very rightly pointed out? Centre and our
law makers must seriously deliberate on this to arrive on a conclusion.

India is no longer a colony of Britain under the empire that the laws made in 1860 cannot be
adequately amended in 2014 to meet the present circumstances. Laws should be retired precisely
as they are made - routinely and continuously! The most disturbing thing is that now the life
imprisonment has been made worst and we have left even the punishment given during British
rule behind! During British rule, life imprisonment meant 14 years and after Independence even
though in some cases they approved it but, of late, it has been meant to mean whole life without
any remission as the Supreme Court recently held unless the governments prefers to do so under
the relevant provisions of the CrPC. This is most concerning to note.

Life imprisonment is the worst crime that can ever be committed by anyone and even the
state cannot be given the license to commit the most heinous crime on Earth! But what we see on
ground is completely astounding and life imprisonment keeps getting conferred at the drop of a
hat which is most unfortunate, to say least!

Yet, we never hear even a whimper of protest from any human right or social activist or any
eminent legal luminary barring certain notable exceptions and that too not very vociferously. This
itself proves that this burning topic which is the worst form of human rights violations has never
received any attention of any kind from anywhere in the world and even our Law Commission
has never given it a thought even though it keeps on reviewing death penal from time to time!



6

Sections in IPC or any other penal law which mandate death penalty can be counted in
finger tips in one hand alone but life imprisonment is inundated in so many Sections and in so
many penal laws that a lot of unremitting hard work has to be done to count the exact number of
Sections which prescribe life imprisonment! Yet all the time we hear all the brouhaha over death
penalty. Isn’t it a supreme irony over which no one, not even our Law Commission, bothers to
even brood over?

As a great civilisation which has always followed the non-violent, love and tolerant ideas of
Buddha, Nanak and Mahatma Gandhi, India must put the punishment of life imprisonment to
where it truly belongs - in the museum.

 Not Justified

Life term under no circumstances can ever be justified. No matter how heinous any crime
any criminal may have committed, there is always a possibility of reforming but life term forever
closes that option. We need to change our mental level of thinking and learn to be more tolerant
even towards those who have gone on the wrong track! Of course, they should be punished but
simultaneously we must make sure that they too are given an opportunity of returning to the
mainstream so that their whole family benefits especially those who are totally dependent on
them like aged parents, wife and children etc.

What sense does it make to lock a person inside jail for whole life? Why should instead
such person not be made to do service which can benefit the society at large without paying him
or her anything in return and yes, if someone is dependent on him or her for survival then directly
giving to the concerned dependent some money? Will this not benefit the whole society also his
or her family who were not partner in the crime while punishing him or her at the same time?

When such an eminent jurist like Justice VR Krishna Iyer who is a former Judge of the
Supreme Court can believe in “Operation Valmiki” then why can’t the society as a whole believe
in the same? Justice Iyer had hit the nail on the head when he had said a long time back that, “I
believe in Operation Valmiki because every saint has a past and every sinner has a future.” Even
Oscar Wilde had said that, “The only difference between a saint and a sinner is that every saint
has a past and every sinner has a future.” Most unfortunately, this is what our lawmakers and
successive governments in the Centre have always ignored! Rules made by our former colonial
rulers – British who treated Indians like servants – are still continuing more or less intact and
hardly few changes have been made which is the real tragedy! Just mourning won’t do. Such
outmoded and archaic laws needs to be thrown out or at least amended to meet the present
circumstances!
Privilege for some

Supreme Court has clarified in many of its judgment including the one in the famous Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case that, “Life imprisonment means [until the] end of one’s life”, but has
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noted that the life term would be subject to provisions relating to remission by the appropriate
government under the Code of Criminal Procedure. Here I would like to ask a volley of serious
questions from our law makers and government: Why is it that only a privileged few get the
benefit of remission alone? Why can’t there be a uniform policy for all that after serving 10 or 14
or even 20 or 25 or at the most 30 years in prison they are released? What is the guarantee that
state government will exercise or had exercised in the past its powers without indulging in partiality
or favouritism?

Serious threat

Awarding of life sentence without remission has prompted many eminent legal jurists to
raise a serious legal and Constitutional question - Can the Supreme Court take away the
constitutionally conferred power on governments to remit sentence of a convict after a person
has served 14 years in jail? Let me point out here that eminent legal jurist and top senior lawyer
of apex court, Fali S Nariman, had sought an early adjudication of this very pertinent question
which he had raised more than five years ago but most unfortunately it still remains pending.

Moreover, let us not forget the inevitable fact that keeping dreaded criminals alive in jail for
whole life pose, a very serious threat not just to the society but also to the entire
nation. Such dreaded criminals especially terrorists who get training in foreign countries on how
best to destroy India can cause huge havoc if they are somehow able to escape by digging a
tunnel or by any other means. This has happened also many times in Punjab and other states
where terrorism thrives or thrived at one point of time or the other.

Also, let us not be oblivious of the pertinent and clinching fact that hostile nations like Pakistan
and others can always resort to kidnapping innocent civilians in an aeroplane or from any other
destination, as happened actually during the Kandhar hijacking case in 1999, and India was
compelled to release three dreaded terrorists including Omar Sheikh and Maulana Masood
Azhar who later founded notorious terror outfit - Jaish-e-Mohammad which was responsible for
many daring attacks like the one on Parliament and J & K Assembly and massacred thousands
of innocents and will continue to do so in future also till they are alive!

So now it is your turn to tell me - Should there not be mandatory death penalty for terrorists
and no life term under any circumstances in the interests of millions of innocent Indians whose
lives these terrorists are always desperate to take at the behest of hostile foreign nations like
Pakistan and others? Needless to say, that more than 50 crores were spent on dreaded Pakistani
terrorist Ajmal Amir Kasab who was sentenced to death and who stayed alive for just few
years? If he was still alive and he was hardly in his 20s, imagine how much money would have
been spent on keeping him in prison for the rest of his life!
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Now coming to the other side of the fence, There are many who also believe that terrorists
too can be brainwashed not in the manner Pakistan or other hostile nation does but in a real
positive sense and they too, once reformed, should be allowed to come back to the mainstream
and live a normal life like others and make positive contributions.

Big irony

What a supreme irony that according to the government itself, only 54 persons have been
executed since Independence as reported in The Times Of India on 25 August 2014 but yet so
much of brouhaha is made of death penalty! On the contrary, endless number of persons have
been sentenced to life imprisonment since Independence and yet we hardly hear any voice to
repeal it forever in the supreme interest of protection of humanity, life and personal liberty of not
just common citizens but also criminals!

It is high time and now not just Centre but even our Law Commission, too, must do a
thorough introspection and deep research on it to get to the bottom of the matter. I am sure that
they too will ultimately come to the logical conclusion that in a modem, civilised society, life
imprisonment simply serves no relevant purpose other than satisfying few sadistic egos and must
therefore be stamped off all our statutes and penal laws. Only then can we call ourselves tolerant,
civilised and modern in the true sense! At least I feel in this manner. You or for that matter anyone
else including Centre can fully differ with me on this count.
Easy to Die

The Supreme Court earlier, while rejecting the challenge to the death penalty, had quoted
the 1967 report of the Law Commission (which was 35th if I can recollect correctly) which had
said that, “Having regard, however, to the conditions in India, to the variety of social upbringing
of its inhabitants to the disparity in the level of morality and education in the country, to the
vastness of its area, to the diversity of its population and to the paramount need for maintaining
law and order in the country at the present juncture, India cannot risk the experiment of abolition
of capital punishment.”

The easiest way to die is by hanging. Don’t we know this simple basic fact which is a matter
of common knowledge that how many people commit suicide every year by hanging alone?
What to say about committing suicide by other means? Why did the prime accused in the Delhi
Nirbhaya gang rape commit suicide? Even eminent lawyers, judges, senior army officers, police
officers and doctors etc keep on committing suicide time and again because it is most difficult to
stay alive and lead a frustrated life! Such people cannot serve life term by staying alive even in
open.

Why do most of us fail to appreciate the basic fact that rigorous life imprisonment is much
more painful than capital punishment where a criminal is killed in just one stroke? It should not be
lost on us that even Afzal Guru who had been hanged in Parliament attack case had rued when
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alive that, “I don’t think the UPA Government can ever reach a decision. Congress has two
mouths and is playing a double game. I really wish L.K. Advani becomes next PM as he is the
only one who can take a decision and hang me. At least my pain and daily sufferings would ease
then. Cumbersome legal procedures and prolonged periods of solitary confinement are inhuman
and cruel. Life has become hell in jail. I don’t wish to be a part of the living dead.” This itself is
adequate testimony to prove my basic point that life term is worse than capital punishment which
under no circumstances can ever be justified! We must think from a more broader angle
of devising more ways and means to curb the increasing crime by striking at the very root of the
problem due to which more and more persons are becoming criminals and this again is possible
if their basic mindset is changed and they are made to believe that their best interest lies in
reforming themselves!

Centre must learn something from Punjab government who worked out the premature release
of Gurmeet Singh Pinky, a Babbar Khalsa militant-turned-inspector convicted of murder where
life term was done in 7 years and seven and a half months and will spend the rest of his life as a
free citizen as was reported in The Indian Express dated 21 August 2014! There are many such
unreported cases but what is most unfortunate is that only a few offenders having some push and
pull have been able to avail of such exclusive benefit and majority of them are still compelled to
languish in jail for the rest of their life.

ALIVE,
DECEMBER 2014.
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To the edge and back

R. Krishnakumar

A single bird looked ruffled and out of place within a large flock of ducks foraging in a
swathe of recently harvested paddy fields. By nightfall, its beak had started quivering and it
looked truly sick and despondent.

Farmers of Kuttanad are good at spotting trouble, and K.T. Kuttappan-as rustic as his
name sounds and with a family tradition of rearing ducks for a living-said that was how Kerala’s
first-ever outbreak of the highly pathogenic bird flu began on November 9.

“By next morning, about 15 other birds were showing similar signs. I took one to the veterinary
centre at Mannady. They wanted to inspect some more birds from the lot and came to the
conclusion that it must be some kind of infection. Birds began to die one after the other. Costly
tablets, injections and edible ‘powders’ were prescribed in the ensuing days, before the number
of deaths came down. By then I had moved the flock to another place,” he told Frontline.

Soon, though, ducks and other birds began to die all over the place and the ranks of farmers
with similar stories began to swell. The State government got its first report on November 20,
according to officials. Laboratory tests done locally had raised the suspicion of a serious contagion
of H5N1 avian influenza. But it was on November 24 that the State government finally got official
confirmation from the High Security Animal Disease Laboratory in Bhopal-as required under the
Government of India’s avian influenza action plan - that the deaths were indeed caused by the
highly pathogenic avian influenza virus H5N1.

Over a dozen villages of the upper Kuttanad region, spread over three central Kerala districts
of Alappuzha, Kottayam and Pathanamthitta, had by then come under the grip of the bird flu
virus.

Never had Kuttappan imagined that the seemingly innocuous signs first found among his
flock of ducks would spread so devastatingly and, within days, wipe out or lead to the largescale
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killing of an entire population of birds being reared by farmers like him for the lucrative Christmas-
New Year holiday season, as per tradition.

By early December, when Chief Minister Oommen Chandy announced that the spread of
the virus was finally under control, apart from the hundreds of birds that died of  H5N1 infection,
nearly 2.5 lakh ducks and other poultry, within a radius of one kilometre of all affected areas in
the three districts, were put to death and “destroyed scientifically” by specially equipped rapid
action teams. The State government also launched an intensive awareness, surveillance and
disinfection campaign around each area to ensure that the virus did not spread farther.

There were no reports of the H5N1 virus affecting humans, including those who had been in
close contact with the birds. The Health Department put under observation
around three lakh persons and sent its workers to over 80,000 households in the affected areas,
in the initial phase. Although duck deaths continued to be reported from many
other parts of Kerala, tests showed they were not caused by H5N1 virus infection, according to
State Animal Husbandry Department officials. No case of the highly pathogenic H5N1 virus
infection had been reported in Kerala earlier and the Kuttanad region, famous for its distinctive
pattern of rice cultivation below sea level-with the fields being prone to frequent floods as well as
seawater intrusion-was perhaps the ideal place for the virus strain to begin an “invasion”. The
unique wetland ecosystem, which attracts a lot of migratory birds and tourists every year, has
been under much ecological stress of late, with choked waterways and poor drainage, extreme
levels of fertilizer and other toxic pollution, hostile spread of invasive plant species such as water
hyacinth, loss of healthy fish populations, and proliferation of waterborne parasites and predators
affecting human health.

“But duck rearing is a passion in Kuttanad, and for many farmers the birds that they nurture
to adulthood are like their own children,” U. Prathibha Hari, Alappuzha district panchayat
president, told Frontline. “I doubt whether outsiders can fathom the agony that we witnessed as
flocks of men in protective gear caught hold of all those birds for slaughter, broke their necks,
dug holes, poured kerosene and lit the fires. We saw distraught farmers following them everywhere,
without gowns, gloves, goggles or boots. We saw ducklings run helter-skelter with their wings on
fire. We heard distressing cries from traditional duck farmers for more compassion.”

Providing adequate compensation to farmers was crucial to the difficult task of such mass
culling of all the birds within a radius of one kilometer from the affected areas.
Farmers said an adult duck would fetch around Rs.300 in the open market, but the government
initially announced a compensation of Rs.75 for ducklings up to two months andRs.150 for the
adult birds. On second thoughts, it was later raised to Rs.100 and Rs.200 respectively.

Kuttappan said that only about 6,000 of his flock had died of the disease, and the remaining
18,762 ducks were culled. Another farmer, C.O. Thomas, said he was going to present all his
birds for culling. “I cannot let them out. Fear has gripped the area. I have to find food for them
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every day. Those who own the fields are reluctant to let us leave the birds there. What else
should we do but kill them all?”

According to the State government, Rs.80 lakh had been disbursed as compensation until
November 30, when about 50,000 more birds remained to be culled. “Distressing though it was
to all concerned, the government had no other option but to go for mass culling. It was the only
way we could contain the spread,” Dr V. Brahmanandan, Director of the State Animal Husbandry
Department, told Frontline.

The emergence of the highly contagious and rapidly fatal H5N1 bird flu virus in 2003 and its
continuing circulation in poultry and ducks in Asia and many other regions have been most
worrisome for governments and scientists (“Avian epidemic”, Frontline, February 27, 2004).
That it has caused so much mortality in ducks in Kerala this time is further evidence that the virus
continues to mutate and evolve into highly pathogenic forms.

“Ducks have been known to be carriers of the virus and usually do not get sick because of
them, though there have been exceptions, as understood from some outbreaks in Vietnam and
China. But, in Kuttanad, the high mortality in ducks may indicate that the virus has mutated and
its virulence has increased. Persistent mutations in the virus is a sign of danger, as it could then
evolve into a subtype that can infect human beings,” Dr E. Sreekumar, a senior scientist at the
Viral Disease Biology wing of the Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology in Thiruvananthapuram,
said.

According to Dr Brahmanandan, avian influenza viruses are highly contagious among poultry,
and in the Kuttanad setting with free-range rearing of ducks, they can easily spread the virus from
place to place and to chickens (where its repercussions are known to be lethal) and other birds.
Animals like pigs can also get infected, a worrisome prospect (because pigs are susceptible to
infections of both avian and human influenza viruses). This would provide a platform for a virus
like the H5Nl to mutate further and turn into a form that can infect human beings. “Chances of
further mutations would mean it can acquire the capability to jump from humans to humans and
start another devastating killer flu pandemic,” he said. In Kerala, the virus has so far caused
sickness only in birds. But the virus is known to affect humans at times. According to the World
Health Organisation (WHO), from 2003 to October 2, 2014, there were 668 confirmed cases
of infection in humans, of which 393 resulted in death.

It is possible that the virus made its first appearance in the State through migratory birds,
which are known reservoirs of avian influenza viruses and often may not show signs of disease.
But further studies are required to confirm it, or to understand the exact role of these wild birds,
said Dr C. Latha, head of the Department of Veterinary Public Health of the Kerala Veterinary
and Animal Sciences University.

Though the H5Nl virus is known to be more of a lethal killer agent in chickens than in ducks,
the mortality was more in the latter group of birds, more so because the infection came during the
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holiday season, when traditionally the duck population is much higher in the area. According to
Dr Brahmanandan, while at other times the duck population would be around seven lakh, it
would be around 15lakh or more at this time of the year. This increased the chance of a virulent
spread. The farmers usually make their highest profits during this period-something that would
often see them through until the next season.

The outbreak of H5Nl has mainly affected ducks, but it has brought the booming poultry
trade in the State to a halt. The economic impact is going to be very high, according to K.N.
Noushadh, Managing Director of the Kerala State Poultry Development Corporation. “As a
result of the recent events, the price of broiler chicken fell drastically, much below the production
cost. The fear of virus transmission also brought to a standstill the movement of broiler chicken
and eggs [from other States too]. Farmers are therefore forced to feed them and look after them
well, but cannot sell them. We estimate the immediate loss in the broiler market to be Rs.100
crore.”

It is important to know the risks involved in dealing with such strains of a highly pathogenic
virus to understand the logistics involved in trying to contain an outbreak, Brahmanandan said.
‘’We were dealing with a threat that we had never faced before. First the disease had to be
confirmed by the laboratory in Bhopal for the State government to make the announcement at
the local level. Then we had to prepare the ground properly, make the farmers aware of the need
for killing the birds en masse and also decide the compensation. Culling teams-about 70 of them,
each having five or six members-had to be trained, equipped and deployed. We had to take
extra care because of the waterlogged geography of the region, which ruled out the option of
deep burial. That left us with only one choice to burn the carcasses of nearly 2.51akh birds. We
had to scrounge throughout the country for the required protective gear, which was in short
supply. But we needed them fast and they could be used only once and had to be destroyed
immediately after that. Finally when the gear did arrive, there were problems in airlifting all the
pieces together apart from questions about their validity period,” he said.

PREVENTIVE MEASURES

Farmers and traders are hoping that the fear of infection will recede soon. There is
already a clamour for immediate measures to keep the virus at bay in future and to have early
detection and warning systems and preventive measures in place.

“For now, swift control measures have helped contain the spread but long-term surveillance
is a must from now on,” Dr Sreekumar said. “This time the heavy mortality in the duck population
made the presence of the H5Nl virus obvious. But next time, it could be a different strain of the
virus. Careful genome sequencing studies are needed to understand the origin and nature of the
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virus strains. The tools for such studies are now available. But only two laboratories in the country
are authorised to do them, because we need good precautions while handling the H5Nl virus. Its
infection in humans has a severe mortality rate of 60 per cent and its management is very difficult.”

Kerala, with its huge poultry trade and the highest (10.8 kg) per capita annual consumption
of poultry meat in India, must now implement immediate biosecurity measures to reduce the risk
of highly pathogenic bird flu virus infection in its farms, live bird markets and slaughterhouses,
Noushadh said. It must also undertake regular screening of migratory birds. “But the most important
lesson in all this lies in how we lost valuable time after the infection was detected first by the
farmers, in reporting it and initiating containment measures. We must strengthen farmer-government
ties to ensure that such events are reported promptly and in a transparent manner,” he told
Frontline.

FRONTLINE,
DECEMBER 26, 2014.
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kmt¶-XnIhnZybpw `c-W-hn-I-k-\hpw

_nPp. Fkv.-sI & A\n¬Ip-am¿ ]n.ssh

GsXmcp kmt¶-Xn-I-hn-Zybpw I≠p-]n-Sn-Øhpw s]mXp kaq-l-Øn\p IqSn

A\p-`-h-th-Zy-am-Ip-tºm-gmWv Ah kzoIm-cyX t\Sp-∂Xpw P\ ]n¥pW

B¿÷n-°p-∂Xpw. sNm∆m {Kl-Øn-te-°p≈ awKƒbm≥ ZuXyw C¥y BZy-

]-co-£-W-Øn¬ Xs∂ A`n-am-\-]q¿∆w ]q¿Øn-bm-°n-b-tXmsS _ln-cm-Imi

Kth-j-W-Ønepw kmt¶-XnI hnZy-bnepw ap≥\nc cmPy-ambn C¥y.  C¥y-

bnse Zmcn{Zyw am‰n-bn´p aXn tImSn-Iƒ apS-°n-bn-́ p≈ CØcw kmt¶-Xn-I-

hn-Zy-sb∂ ]gb ]√hn Ct∏mƒ tIƒ°p-∂p-an-√.  C¥y kzX-{¥-bm-Ip-

tºmƒ kmt¶-Xn-I-hnZy \ap-°{X {]m]y-am-bn-cp-∂n-√.  F∂m¬ C¥y-bpsS

am\-h-tijn a‰p-cm-Py-ßƒ hfsc ^e-{]-Z-ambn {]tbm-P-\-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-cp-∂p.

AXm-Imw Hcp ]t£ imkv{X ˛ kmt¶-XnI cwKØv C¥ysb apt∂m´p

\bn-°m≥ t{]c-I-am-b-Xv.

hn\n-ab cwKsØ hnπhw

hnc¬Øpºv ̨  hnh-c-ß-fp-sSbpw hn⁄m-\-Øn-s‚-bpw hnt\m-Z-Øn-s‚bpw

hnkvt^m-S\w BIp∂p Cu \q‰m-≠v.  Ae-Ivkm-≠¿ {Klmw-s_¬ 19-̨ mw

\q‰m-≠n¬ sSe-t^m¨ I≠p-]n-Sn-°p-tºmƒ C∂p ImWp∂ Cu cwKsØ

\√ am‰-Øns‚ ASn-ÿm\w sSe-t^m¨ (C-t∏mƒ samss_¬ t^m¨)

Bbn-cn-°p-sa∂v Hcp ]t£ hn`m-h\w sNbvXn-cn-°mw.  kmt¶-XnI hnZy-bn¬

Cu D]-I-cWw a\p-jys‚ Poh≥ \ne-\n-dp-Øp-∂ Hcp Ah-b-h-sØ-t∏mse



16

{]m[m-\y-ap≈ H∂mbn amdn.  hnh-cm-[n-jvTnX kº-ZvL-S-\-bnepw tkh\

taJ-e-bnepw CXv D≠m-°nb kzm[o\w hnh-cn-°m-\m-hm-Ø-Xm-Wv.  Hcp

ssIøn¬ HXp-ßp∂ ]mI-Øn-ep≈ Hcp b{¥-am-bn Cu kmt¶-XnI hnZy

temIwXs∂ Hcp Xc-Øn¬ Npcp°n sNdp-Xm-°n-s°m-≠n-cn-°p-∂p.  Irjn,

hnZym-`ym-kw, Btcm-Kyw, Imem-h-ÿ, hyh-km-bw, hmWn-Pyw, KXm-K-Xw,

hnt\mZw F∂n-ßs\ F√m taJ-e-I-fn-epw, AZriy km∂n-[y-amWv

hnh-cm-[n-jvTnX kmt¶-XnI hnZy.  kpXm-cy-X-bpsS ]cymbamWv F∂v

thW-sa-¶n¬ \ap°o taJ-esb Nq≠n-°m-́ mw.  kZv̀ -cWw {]Zm\w sNøm≥

C‚¿s\‰v F∂ ambnI he-b--Øn-eqsS C -̨K-h-tW≥kpw Fw Kth-W≥kpw

km[y-am-Ip-tºmƒ UnPn-‰¬ C¥y F∂ samss_¬ A[n-jvTnX tkh-\-ß-

fpsS Ime-amWv hcp-∂-Xv.  CXn-\mbn ASpØ aq∂p-h¿jw sIm≠v c≠c

e£w {Kma-]-©m-b-Øp-I-fn¬ Hm]v‰n-°¬ ss^_¿ s\‰v h¿°v hym]-I-am-

Ip-tºmƒ Hm¨sse-\n-eqsS k¿°m¿ tcJ-Iƒ, k¿°m¿ B\p-Iq-ey-ßƒ,

tkh\ßƒ Fhn-sSbpw e`y-am-°m-\p≈ _rlXv ]≤-Xn-°mWv tI{µ

Kh¨sa‚ v cq]w \¬In hcp-∂-Xv.  F√m hoSp-I-fnepw Hcm-sf-¶nepw Iºyq-

´¿ km£-cX t\Sn-bm¬ am{Xta Cu ZuXyw ]q¿Æ-am-Iq.  AXn-\p≈ {ia-

ßƒ°mbncn°Ww {]m[m\yw \¬tI-≠-Xv.

km£-c-X-bnepw, ]©m-b-Øn-cmPv kwhn-[m-\-Ønepw CXc kwÿm-\-

ß-tf-°mƒ im‡o-I-cn-°-s∏´ tIcfw kmt¶-XnI hnZy-bpsS hym]-\-Ønepw

Gsd ap∂n-em-Wv.

hnh-c-km-t¶-XnIhnZy `c-W-kw-hn-[m-\-Øn¬

C¥y≥ `cW kwhn -[m -\ -Øn¬ hnh-c -km -t¶-Xn -I -hn -Zy -bpsS

\mgn-I-°-√mbn IW-°m-°-s∏-Sp-∂Xv 1977-¬ \mj-W¬ C≥^¿am-‰nIv sk‚¿

(NIC) ÿm]n-X-am-b-tXm-sS-bm-Wv.  F∂m¬ 1999 --- --̨ emWv hnh-c-km-t¶-XnIhnZym

a{¥m-ebw cq]o-I-cn-°p-Ibpw hnhn[ hIp-∏p-I-fn¬ hnh-c-km-t¶-Xn-I-hn-Zy-bpsS

klm-b-tØmsS `c-W-kw-hn-[m-\-Øn\v KpW-ta∑ hcp-Ø-W-sa∂v tI{µ-

k¿°m¿ Xocp-am-\n-°p-Ibpw sNbvX-Xv. hnhc kmt¶-Xn-I-hnZy D]-tbm-Kn®v

`c-W-N{Iw Nen-∏n-°p-∂-Xn-s\-bmWv C˛-K-th-W≥kv F∂p ]d-bp-∂-Xv.

C˛-K-th-W≥kv kwÿm\ k¿°m-cp-I-fnepw {]mtZ-inI k¿°m-cp-I-fnepw

D]-tbm-Kn-®m¬ kZv̀ -cW km[y-X-Iƒ Gdpw F∂pw tkh\w thK-Ønepw

hkvXp-Xm[njvTnX-hp-amb Xocp-am-\-sa-Sp-°-en\pw km[y-amIpw F∂p-ap≈
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Xncn-®-dnhpw tIcf k¿°m¿ {]mtZ-inI `c-W-kw-hn-[m\w ]q¿Æ-ambpw hnh-

c-km-t¶-Xn-I-hn-Zy-bpsS klm-b-tØmsS B°p-hm≥ Xocp-am-\n-®p.

tIcf k¿°m¿ \S-Ønb C -̨K-th-W≥kv {]h¿Ø-\-ßfpw e£y-ßfpw

]´nI 1 ¬ hnh-cn-°p-∂p.

C -̨K-th-W≥kv ]≤-Xn-I-fpsS e£y-ßƒ

C -̨K-th-W≥kv {]h¿Ø-\-ßfpw t\ -́ßfpw

sFSn ASn-ÿm\ tkh-\-ßƒ {]Zm\w sNøp-∂-Xn¬ Imcy-£a-X-bp≠v

F∂-Xn\p sXfn-hmWv tIcfw Ic-ÿ-am-°nb Ahm¿UpIƒ. C˛-thƒUv

Ahm¿Uv, Aßs\ 17˛¬∏cw Ahm¿Up-Iƒ hnhn[ h¿j-ß-fn-embn t\Sn.

IqSmsX saUn-°¬-˛-F-©n-\o-b-dnwKv, D∂X hnZym-`ym-k-Ønse hnhn[

tImgvkp-Iƒ, lb¿ sk°‚dn tImgvkp-Iƒ F∂n-h-bn-te-bv°p≈ {]th-

i\w kpXm-cy-ambpw ka-b-_-‘n-X-ambpw Hm¨sse-\mbn sNøp-∂Xpw hf-

sc-b-[nIw {]iwk ]nSn®p ]‰n-bn-́ p-≠v.

 ]≤-Xn-Iƒ e£y-ßƒ

{^≠vkv sshZypXn t_m¿Uv, Pe AtXm-dn-‰n,

(2000-¬ XpS-ßn) dh\yqhIp-∏v, tamt´m¿ hml-\-h-Ip-∏v,

bqWn-th-gvkn-‰n-Iƒ, _n.-F-kv.-F≥.-F¬

F∂n-hn-S-ß-fn-te°p ]Ww AS-bv°m\p≈ GI PmeI

kwhn-[m-\-sam-cp-°¬

A£b F√m-h¿°pw hnh-c-km-t¶-XnI km£-cX

(2002˛¬ XpS-ßn)

C˛-Irjn Irjn kw_-‘-amb F√m hnh-c-ßfpw

]cn-lm-c-am¿§-ßfpw F√m-h-cn-te°pw Ft∏mgpw

FØn-°p-I.

C˛-Sn-°‰v sI.-F-kv.-B¿.-Sn.kn Sn°‰v C‚¿s\-‰n-eqsS FSp-°p-hm≥

kuI-cy-sam-cp-°pI
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kzm≥ sk{I-t -́dn-b-‰v, hnIm-kv̀ -h≥ a‰p s]mXp Hm^o-kp-Iƒ

F∂nh ka-\z-bn-∏n®v t]∏-dn-e-√m-sX-bp≈ ^b¬

ssIam-‰w

kv]m¿°v DtZym-K-ÿ¿°p≈ iº-fhpw a‰v B\p-Iq-ey-ßfpw

hnX-cWw sNøm≥ klm-bn-°¬

Inkm≥ Irjn-°m-bp≈ hnh-c-hyqlw

sI.-]n.-F-kv.kn DtZym-Km¿∞n-Isf sXc-s™-Sp-°p-∂Xv C -̨K-th-W≥kv

C -̨t\-_vfnKv ]mUn s\√ns‚ tiJcW kwkv°-cW hn]-W\ hnX-cW

{]{Inbsb klm-bn-°phm≥

hmWnPy \nIpXn, t]∏dpw sX‰p-Ifpw Ipd-hp-I-fp-an-√msX kpXm-cy-amb

C˛-^-b-enwKv \nIp-Xn-ti-J-cWw

kzo‰v(SWEET) tIcf k¿∆-I-em-ime ]co-£m-hn-h-c-ßƒ

C˛-\n-baw UnPn-‰¬ ^b-enw-Kv, thK-Øn-ep≈ \nb-tam-]-tZ-iw.

sFUn-bmkv Kh¨sa‚ v Hm^o-kp-I-fnse ^b¬ {Sm°nwKv

(IDEAS)

kpXmcy tIcfw apJy-a-{¥n-bpsS t\cn-́ p≈ ]cmXn ]cn-lmc kwhn-[m-\w

satkPv C‚¿s\-‰n-eqsS s]mXp-P\ tkh-\-ßƒ°p≈

At]£

sF.Sn @kv°pƒ sslkv°pƒ hnZym¿∞n-Iƒ°v Iºyq-́ ¿ ]T\ ]cn-]m-Sn

Dr. SMS samss_¬ t^mWn-eqsS Btcm-Ky

(2008˛¬ XpS-ßn) hn-h-c-ßƒ Adn-bn-°m≥

C -̨K-th-W≥kv {]h¿Ø-\-ßƒ {]mtZ-inI `cW kwhn-[m-\-Øn¬

tIcf k¿°m¿ {]mtZ-inI ÿm]-\-ßƒ°v Bh-iy-amb

Iºyq-´¿ hmßp-hm\pw tkm^v‰vsh-b-dp-Iƒ hn\y-kn®v kmt¶-Xn-I-hnZy

]c-am-h[n D]-tbm-Kn-°m\pw tkh\ KpW-ta∑ h¿≤n-∏n-°p-hm-\p-ambn

k¿°m¿ DØ-chneqsS \n¿t±-in-°p-∂p. 1999˛¬ C≥^¿ta-j≥ tIc-fm-

an-j≥ F∂ ÿm]\w Bcw-̀ n-®Xp Xs∂ tIc-f-Ønse 1209 {]mtZ-inI
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k¿°m-cp-Isf ]q¿Æ-ambpw C -̨K-th-W≥kv kwhn-[m-\-Øn-tebv°v am‰n tkh-

\-{]-Zm\w sa®-s∏-Sp-ØpI F∂ GI e£y-tØm-sS-bm-bn-cp∂p.  IqSmsX

{]mtZ-inI k¿°m-cns\ kwÿm\ k¿°m-cpambpw kwÿm\ Bkq-{X-W-

I-Ωo-j-\p-ambn _‘n-∏n-°p-Ibpw sNbvX-tXmsS {]mtZ-in-I-̀ -cW kwhn-[m\w

Imcy-£-a-am-bn. Cu Ime-b-f-hn¬ sF.-sI.Fw {]mtZ-inI k¿°m¿ P\-ß-

fp-ambn kpXm-cy-ambpw thK-Øn¬ CS-s]-Sp-hm\pw KpW-ta∑ tkh\ hnX-

cWw Dd-∏p-h-cp-Øm\pw 17 tkm^v‰vshb-dp-Iƒ hnI-kn-∏n-®p. AXn¬ 12
FÆw F√m {]mtZ-inI k¿°m-cp-I-fnepw hn\y-kn-°p-Ibpw {]h¿Ø\ k÷-

am-°p-Ibpw sNbvXp.  tIcf k¿°m-cns‚ C -̨K-th-W≥kv {]h¿Ø-\-ßƒ

tkh-\-cw-KØv Hcp hnπhw Xs∂ krjvSn-®p.

{][m\ tkm v̂‰vshbdp-Iƒ

tkh\ ˛ sF.-sI.Fw Xøm-dm-°nb tkm^v‰vshbdp-I-fn¬ G‰hpw

{][m-\-s∏´ ‘tkh\’ tIc-f-Ønse 455 Bip-]-{Xn-I-fn¬ \n∂pw Hm¨sse-

\mbn 24 aWn-°pdpw P\-\-a-cWw cPn-Ã¿ sNøm-\p≈ kwhn-[m-\-am-Wv.

IqSmsX P\-\-a-cW k¿´n^n°‰p-Iƒ GXp ka-bØpw s]mXp-P-\-ßƒ°v

Uu¨temUv sNbvXp {]n‚ v FSp-°p-hm\pw km[n-°pw.  {]Xn-tcm[ IpØn-

sh-bv∏p-Iƒ°p≈ Fkv.-Fw.-F-kv. kwhn-[m-\hpw hnhml cPn-kvt{S-j\pw

Cu tkm v̂‰v shb-dn-eqsS km[n°pw.

tkh\ s]≥j≥ ̨  GI-tZiw 18.5 e£w P\-ßƒ°v kmaqly kpc£m

s]≥j≥ hnX-cWw sNøp-∂Xv Cu tkm v̂‰v shb-dns‚ klm-b-tØm-sS-

bm-Wv. s]≥j≥ XpI t\cn´v _m¶n-tet°m t]mÃv Hm^okv apJm-¥cw

aWn-tbm¿U-dmtbm s]mXp-P-\-ßƒ°v FØn-°p-hm\pw ]cm-Xn-Iƒ cPn-Ã¿

sNøp-hm\pw Cu tkm v̂‰vshb¿ kwhn-[m-\-sam-cp-°p-∂p.

kpteJ ˛ c≠p e£-Øn-e-[nIw t{]mP-IvSp-Iƒ cq]o-I-cn-°p-hm\pw

Ah-bpsS {]h¿Ø\w hne-bn-cp-Øp-hm\pw Aßs\ {]mtZ-inI k¿°m-cp-I-

fpsS ]≤Xn hnlnXw Imcy-£-a-ambn hn\n-tbm-Kn-°p-hm\pw klm-bn-°p∂

tkm v̂‰vshbdmWv ‘kpte-J’.  tI{µ k¿°m-cns‚ kz¿Æ-sa-U¬ t\Snb

Cu tkm v̂‰vshb¿ s]mXp-P-\-ßƒ°v ]≤-Xn-bpsS {]h¿Ø\ ]ptcm-KXn

hne-bn-cp-Øp-∂-Xn\pw H∏w k¿°m-cn\v hnh-c-hyqlw cq]o-I-cn-°p∂Xn\pw

klm-b-I-am-Wv.
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kmwJym ˛ A{Iq-h¬ ASn-ÿm-\-Øn-ep≈ F≥{Sn A°u-≠nwKv

kwhn-[m-\-amWv ‘kmwJym’ tkm v̂‰vshb¿.  AXmXp Znh-k-ß-fnse hchp

sNe-hp-Iƒ tcJ-s∏-Sp-Øp-∂-Xn-\pw, hchp tiJ-c-W-Øns‚ ]ptcm-K-Xn,

sNe-hp-I-fpsS Imcy-£-a-Xbpw ]ptcm-K-Xnbpw H∏w amkm-¥y, h¿jm¥y

IW-°p-Ifpw dnt∏m¿´p-Ifpw hnc¬Øp-ºn¬ e`n-°-Ø-°-hn-[-amWv Cu

tkm v̂‰vshb¿ hnI-kn-∏n-®n-cn-°p-∂-Xv.

kqNnI ˛ DtZym-K-ÿ¿°pw H∏w s]mXp-P-\-ßƒ°pw ^b¬ ]ptcm-

KXn Adn-bm≥ klm-bn-°p∂ tkm v̂‰vshbdmWv ‘kqNn-I’. tIc-f-Ønse

F√m ]©m-b-Øp-Ifpw Ct∏mƒ Cu tkm v̂‰vshb¿ D]-tbm-Kn-°p-∂p.

a‰p tkm v̂‰vshb-dp-Iƒ

]©m-bØv ao‰nw-Kns‚ an\n‰vkv tcJ-s∏-Sp-Øm\pw {]kn-≤o-I-cn-°m-\p-

ap≈ ‘kI¿Ω’ tkm^v‰ v shbdpw ssek≥kv hnX-c -W-Øn-\mbn

‘k©-b’bpw Poh-\-°m-cpsS iº-f-_n¬ Xøm-dm-°m-\p≈ ‘ÿm]\’bpw

s]mXp-P-\-ß-fpsS hnh-c-hyq-l-Øn-\m-bp≈ ‘kmaq-ly’ bpw a\p-jy-hn-`h

]cn-]m-e-\-Øn-\p≈ ‘km^ey’bpw kmºØnI ]cn-]m-e-\-Øn-\p≈

‘kp`{Z’bbpw BkvXn-I-fpsS hnhc hyql-ap-≠m-°m-\p≈ ‘kpNn{X’bpw

s]mXp-a-cm-aØv ]Wn-I-fpsS XpI ap≥Iq´n IW-°m-°m-\p≈ ‘kpKa’bpamWv

a‰v tkm v̂‰vshb-dp-Iƒ.

Cu tkm v̂‰vshb-dp-I-fn-eqsS kpXm-cy-Xbpw DØ-c-hm-Zn-Ø-t_m-[-hp-ap≈

{]mtZ-inI k¿°m-cp-I-fm°n am‰pI F∂-XmWv e£yw.  Cu e£y {]m]vXn

ssIh-cn-°p-∂Xv P\-ßfpw Poh-\-°mcpw Ch D]-tbm-Kn-°p-Ibpw AXn-eqsS

KpW-ta∑m tkh\ {]Zm\w \S-°p-tºm-gp-am-Wv.
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Ia tkm^v‰vshb¿        D]-tbm-Kn-t°≠     {]h¿Ø-\    %

\w.          ÿm]-\-ßƒ    k÷-am-bh

 1. kpteJ ˛ ]≤Xn tamWn-‰-dnwKv knkv‰w 1209 1209 100

 2. tkh\ ̨  knhn¬ cPn-kvt{S-j≥ 1043 1043 100

 3. tkh\ ̨  kmaqly s]≥j≥ 1043 1043 100

 4. tkh\ ̨  hnhml cPn-kvt{S-j≥ 1043 1036   99.33

 5. kmwJy ̨  A°u-≠nwKv 1209 1209 100

 6. ÿm]\˛Po-h-\-°m-cpsS iºfw 1209 1209 100

 7. kqNn-I˛ ̂ b¬ ]ptcm-KXn 1209 981 81.14

 8. kpNn-{X˛ BkvXn hnhcw 1209 1209 100

 9. kpNn{X˛ am∏v I-fpsS tiJcw 1043 821 78.71

 10. kpK-a˛ s]mXp-a-cm-aØv XpI

Is≠-Ø¬ 1208 17 15.47

 11. k©-b˛ ssek-≥kv hnX-cWw 1043 85 8.15

 12. k©-b˛ C -̨t]-bvsa‚ v 1043 25 2.4

 13. hnhm-lw˛ Hm¨sse≥ cPn-kvt{S-j≥ 1043 1027 88.47

 14. k©n-X˛ \nb-a-hpw N -́ßfpw 1209 1209 100

 15. kwth-ZnX ̨  {]mtZ-inI ̀ cW t]m¿´¬ 1209 1209 100

 16. kt¶-Xw˛ sI´n-S-\n¿ΩmW A\p-hmZw 1043 61 5.84

IÆ-aw-K-esØ hnti-j-ßƒ

ae-∏pdw Pn√-bn¬ IÆ-aw-Kew {Kma-]-©m-bØv `cWw samss_-en-em-

sW∂v tI´v A¤p-X-s∏-tS-≠. {Kma-]-©m-bØv F√m hnti-j-ßfpw

t^mWn¬ e`y-am-°p∂ kwhn-[m-\-am-Wn-hnsS {it≤-b-am-Ip-∂-Xv.  Imcy-ßƒ
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Adn-bm≥ C\n {Kma-]-©m-b-Øn¬ htc-≠. B\p-Iq-ey-ß-fpsS KpW-t`m‡r

]´nI At\z-jn®v Hm^okv Ibdn Cd-tß-≠.  F√m hnh-c-ßfpw samss_¬

hgn-bm-hp-I-bmWv Chn-sS. Kƒ^n¬ tPmen sNøp∂ {Kma-]-©m-b-Ønse

hen -sbmcp hn`m -K -Øn\v \m´nse hnh-c -ßƒ At∏mƒ Adn -bmw.

Fw˛-I-Æ-aw-Kew F B∏v KqKnƒ tπ tÃmdn¬ Ch-sb√mw e`y-am-Wv.

]pXn-b Adn-bn-∏p-Iƒ h∂m¬ t\m´n-̂ n-t°-j≥ hcpw. F√m Adn-bn-∏p-Ifpw

At]£m cPn-kvt{S-j≥ apX¬ ]cmXn ka¿∏n-°¬ hsc \S-Øm-sa-∂-XmWv

Chn-SpsØ khn-ti-j-X.

kmt¶-Xn-I-hnZy P\kulr-Z-am-°p∂Xns‚ DØa DZm-l-c-W-amWv

IÆ-aw-Kew {Kma-]-©m-b-Øv.  C{Xbpw sshhn-[y-am¿∂ C¥ym alm-cm-PyØv

CØ-c-Øn-ep≈ kmt¶-Xn-I-hn-Zy-bpsS D]-tbmKw Imcy-£-a-X-bp≈

k¿°m-cp-Iƒ°pw KpW-ta-∑-bp≈ tkh-\-{]-Zm-\-Øn\pw {Inbm-fl-I-amb

kºZvhyh-ÿbv°pw hgn sXfn-°pw.

tbmP-\,

Unkw-_¿ 2014.
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BOOK REVIEW

OUR LAWS AND THEIR FLAWS

By Nick Robinson

Leila Seth is one of India’s great liberals. She is the first woman to be a judge in the Delhi
High Court and the first female chief justice of a high court. An unflagging advocate of the rights
of women, she has served as a member of the Law Commission of India and more recently of the
Justice J.S. Verma Committee, which spearheaded legal reform in the wake of a highly publicised
rape and murder of a young woman in Delhi in 2012.

Seth’s recent book, Talking of Justice, is an edited collection of her speeches. It also includes
a separate chapter that gives a vivid account of the whirlwind 29 days in which the Verma
committee and a dedicated team of volunteers worked non-stop to prepare recommendations
for the government as thousands of young people took to the street calling for an end to sexual
violence. The book’s final chapter, ‘You’re Criminal if Gay’, is a poignant article Seth penned at
the beginning of this year criticising Justice G.S. Singhvi’s Supreme Court judgment in December
2013 that upheld Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) which outlaws sodomy. Leila
Seth’s son, the noted writer Vikram Seth, is openly gay and has also been a vocal opponent of
Section 377.

At 84, Seth writes in a humane and accessible style that makes clear that the principles of
furthering human dignity and human rights that permeate the book are both long-held and intimately
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.lived. According to her, India has made much progress in implementing the rights-based vision
laid out in the Constitution, but much work is left to be done. For example, with the passage of

the Criminal Law Amendment Act in 2013, the government adopted the Verma committee’s
recommendations to add new offences like stalking and acid attacks to the IPC, but other
recommendations were passed over. Strikingly, marital rape, the most common type of rape in
India, was not made a crime, essentially depriving women of their personal autonomy once they
enter marriage. Nor did the government adopt recommendations to make rape gender neutral,
leaving both men and transgender persons more vulnerable to sexual attacks.

Elsewhere in the book, Seth unabashedly advocates a Uniform Civil Code (UCC), which
would include Muslims, so as to better secure the rights of Muslim women. This stance is
controversial, as many, particularly on the Left, view the country’s Hindu majority as attempting
to push the UCC on an unwilling Muslim minority. But for Seth, principles of gender equality
trump other concerns. She writes, “Law and religion are separate. There can be one law for all
Indians even if many religions are practiced and diverse customs followed”.  For her, education
and incremental victories are the best way to combat the twin evils of patriarchy and religious
fundamentalism.

The strongest chapters of the book are when she speaks from her own experience: recounting
frantic days during which the Verma committee put together its recommendations or the personal
disappointment she felt at the Supreme Court’s 377 judgment that, in her words, criminalised the
“right to love”. Perhaps not surprisingly for a former judge, much of the rest of the book makes
a case for more abstract principles, such as the rights of children, prisoners and women. It rarely
delves into how laws passed to further these rights might create unintended consequences in a
country where lived experiences on the ground often differ considerably from liberal ideals. For
example, some feminists claim that Hindu wives in polygamous marriages are worse off under the
UCC because their marriage would not be recognised, and Muslim women in polygamous
marriages would face a similar fate if the UCC was applied to them. Nor does the book seem to
doubt that the liberal principles in the Constitution will win out in the end or that there is much
need to worry if they are compatible with Indian identity.

A dedicated constitutionalist, Seth still has plenty of criticism for the judiciary. She argues
that Indian judges need to be more sensitive about gender and advocates for more female judges
on the bench. Seth also rightfully notes the absurdity of having only two Supreme Court judges
decide the constitutionality of Section 377, instead of a larger bench that might have produced a
more robustly reasoned judgment.
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Though a harsh critic of the judiciary, Seth is an ardent supporter of judicial independence.
Notably, she argues that the recent constitutional amendment to create a judicial appointments
commission likely violates the judiciary’s independence since judges do not comprise more than
half of the commission. Consequently, she thinks we may see the Supreme Court intervening in
the future to restore judicial supremacy in the appointments process.

Leila Seth has become one of the most prominent retired judges in the country.
Unlike many others, she routinely takes a stance on issues of gender and the rights of the
marginalised, including prisoners, children and the LGBT community. India has gained much
from her voice, which speaks with both conviction and insight.

INDIA TODAY,

DECEMBER 8, 2014
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THE LEGISLATIVE BODIES IN SESSION DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2014

SI No. Name of Assembly/Council Duration

1. Assam Legislative Assembly 15.12.2014 - 19.12.2014

2. Bihar Legislative Assembly 30.11.2014 - 05.12.2014
19.12.2014 - 23.12.2014

3. Chattisgarh Legislative Assembly 15.12.2014 - 17.12.2014

4. Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly 05.12.2014 - 12.12.2014

5. Karnataka Legislative Council 09.12.2014 - 20.12.2014

6. Karnataka Legislative Assembly 09.12.2014 - 20.12.2014

7. Telengana Legislative Assembly 10.11.2014, 19.11.2014,
24.11.2014,
28.11.2014 - 05.12.2014
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Site Address of Legislative Bodies in India

Sl.No Name of Assembly/Council Site Address

1. Loksabha loksabha.nic.in

2. Rajyasabha rajyasabha.nic.in

3. Andhra Pradesh Legislative Council aplegislature.org

4. Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly aplegislature.org

5. Arunachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly arunachalassembly.gov.in

6. Assam Legislative Assembly assamassembly.nic.in

7. Bihar Legislative Assembly vidhansabha.bih.nic.in

8. Bihar Legislative Council biharvidhanparishad.gov.in

9. Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly cgvidhansabha.gov.in

10. Delhi Legislative Assembly delhiassembly.nic.in

11. Goa Legislative Assembly goavidhansabha.gov.in

12. Gujarat Legislative Assembly gujaratassembly.gov.in

13. Harayana Legislative Assembly haryanaassembly.gov.in

14. Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly hpvidhansabha.nic.in

15. Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly jklegislativeassembly.nic.in

16. Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Council jklegislativecouncil.nic.in

17. Jharkhand Legislative Assembly jharkhandvidhansabha.nic.in

18. Karnataka Legislative Assembly kar.nic.in/kla/assembly

19. Karnataka Legislative Council kar.nic.in/kla/council/council

20. Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assembly mpvidhansabha.nic.in

21. Maharashtra Legislative Assembly mls.org.in/Assembly
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22. Maharashtra Legislative Council mls.org.in/Council

23. Manipur Legislative Assembly manipurasembly.nic.in/

24. Meghalaya Legislative Assembly megassembly.gov.in/

25. Mizoram Legislative Assembly mizoramassembly.in

26. Nagaland Legislative Assembly http:/nagaland.nic.in

27. Odisha Legislative Assembly

28. Puducherry Legislative Assembly

29. Punjab Legislative Assembly punjabassembly.nic.in

30. Rajasthan Legislative Assembly rajassembly.nic.in/

31. Sikkim Legislative Assembly

32. Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly assembly.in.gov.in

33. Tripura Legislative Assembly tripuraassembly.nic.in/

34. Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly uplegassembly.nic.in

35. Uttar Pradesh Legislative Council upvidhanparishad.nic.in

36. Uttarakhand Legislative Assembly

37. West Bengal Legislative Assembly wbassembly.gov.in/

38. Telengana Legislative Assembly telenganalegislature.org.in


