Hon'ble Speaker and Horn'ble Members,

1 welcome you to this session of the Assembly. This
is the Sixteenth and final session of the Tenth Kerala
Legislative Assembly.

2. This session is being held at a tme when the country
is in the grip of one of the preatest tragedies in Independent
India. The tragic earthquake on 26th January this year
claimed the lives of thousands of persons and lakhs of people
were injured in several parts of Gujarar. It alse caused
colossal damagey (o buildings and industrial establishments
entailing loss of several thousand crores of rupees.  The entire
people of Kerala expressed their sympathy to the unfortunate
peopie of Gujarat who have lost their dear ones, lost their
propetty, lost everything rendering their lives extremely
miserable. At this juncmre of tragedy the nation steod united
" extending all out support to Gujarat. Kerala also has come
forward to support the suffering people of that Stale
consequent on the devastating earthguake.

3. During the past nearly five years, my Government
has implemented many programmes for improving the
economy of the State and the quality of tife of the
people. Maintenance of law and order is a pre-requisite for




flood and people are starving, tonnes of foodgrains are being
wasted in the Food Corporation of India godowns as a result
of the ill-advised food policy of the Central Government.

4. The policy of glebalisation, liberalisation and
privatisation has only led the country falling into the trﬁp
set up by multinationals and world organisations with
imperialist intentions. The result has been the continued
miserable condition of the poor people, growing inflation rate
and darkened future. Peopie of Kerala are the most affected
victims of this aunti-people policy. The major agricultural
products of the State are facing steep fall in prices. Coconut,
arecanut, rubber, tea, coffee, pepper, cardammom and most of
agricultural products of the State are adversely affected. The
economy of the State is facing serious challenges due to fall
in prices of agricultural products and this situation is due to
the new economic policy being implemented by the Central
Government. 'We have to overcome the problems and threats
posed by this development and my Government all along
these last five years has been taking steps in this direction.

7. The country is facing a setious financial crisis. The
burden of this crisis, to a very great extent is being shifted to
the States. There is not a single State in the country which is
not facing financial difficulties due to the policies being
pursued at the national level. The award of the Eleventh
Finance Commission is extremely disadvantageous to the
State, Kerala stands to lose about Rs. 3,600 crore on the
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of education. We have the first place in family planning and
our achievemenl in the health sector has been better than in
any other State. But the approach of the Planning
Commission in extending financial allocation to these sectors
has been negative and totally discouraging. T would also
like o mention that the Public Distribution System in the
State has been very effective which could control the prices
of essential commodities.

10. Tam proud and happy to say that my Government
has been able to maintain communal harmony ia the State,
While many cther parts of the country witnessed incidenis of
communal riots in which hundreds of peeple including
women and children got killed, my Government could
prevent them, cpening new dimensions of peace and unity
among varicus communities and religious sects in the
State. During the five years before my Government came
into office, nearly forty peeple were killed in communal riots.

11. The rampant corruption and criminalisation of
society in the country is a matter of serious concern. My
Government has been taking an uncompromising stand agajnst
these evils afflicting the society. The Vigilance and Anti-
corruption Bureau of the State was strengthened and stringenl
action has been taken in all cases of corruption. Many
serious and sensational cases could be brought before the court
after investigation and the accused were punished,



building on the epthusiasm of the new members. Every
elected member has already been given a basic tratning to
equip him to handle his responsibilities.

14. During the last three years, the local bedies have,
among other things, Grought under cultivation an additional
area of 126 lakh ha. of land, distributed seeds, fertilizers and
pesticides to 35.72 fakh beneficiaries, constructed 3.06 lakh
houses and 4.13 lakh latrines and renovated .18 lakh
houses. Besides, 32,000 water taps were installed and 87,000
wells were constructed. 17,188 kms of roads, 1,725 bridges,
4,010 culverts were completed. Large numbers of schools,
hospitals, office buildings and marketing centres have also
been constructed. Total Housing Scheme for afl categories of
people is under implementation in Thiruvananthapuram and
Kollam Dhstricts.  Total housing for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes has been taken up by almost all Grama
Panchayals in the State. The target is te provide holses to
all houseless people within the next three years. Action plan
for providing potable water to all is under implementation in
Thirpvananthapuram and Thnssur districts,  Special emphasis
has been given to the development of weaker sections,
incinding Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and women in
Peopie’s Plan Programme. Ten per cent of the total plan
granl to Local Sell Government is earmarked for scherhes
benefiting women. More than 31,000 neighbourhood groups
(Ayalkootams) have been formed in 1he State as pan of the
initiative for the empowerment of women and for poverty

reduction.
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16. The Second Finance Commission has submitted its
first report, dealing with the devolution of funds Lo local
governments. This report is under consideration of . the
Government. It is expected that the second report of the
Commission woul! centain recommendations for stabilizing
fipancial management in local governments,

17. My Government Is giving priority te implement
suitable measures to dispose of urban solid waste through
Local Self Governments, in accordance with the directions of
the Supreme Court. Accordingly, solid waste processing
plants, have been set up at Vilappilsala in Thirvananthapuram
and Njeliyapparambil in Kozhikode. Sanction has alteady
been given to start similar schemes in Kochi, Thrissur and
Kollam Corporations and Palakkad Municipality. Under
*(Goshree Project’, which is envisaged for the overall
development of Goshree Islands, the implementation of Rs. 84
crore Yaipeen Bridges Scheme has already been started.
Mattanchery bridge, the first bridge in Kerala which is being
built as per BOT specificafions, will be inaugurated- during
this year.

18. Information Technology holds significant promise for
the economic development of Kerala, as the State possesses the
ripht kind of human resources required for the industry. My
Government had declared a progressive and forward looking IT
policy three years ago. The policy articulated a three fold
strategy, compnsing establishment ef a strong and vibrant IT
industry in the State, upgradation of the quality of human resources
through IT, and IT induction in Government for greater
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the APL card holders of the State.  An amount of Rs. 150 crore
has been set apart i the State Budget for these purposes.  As
the allotment of sugar from the Central Government is insufficient,
sugar is being purchased from the open market to be distributed
through the ration shops. The setting up of an analytical
laboratory to assess the quality of foodgrains released from the
FCI, the constitution of Kerala Ration Dealers Welfare Fund, the
computerisation ol Civil Supplies Department and the introduction
of Cilizen’s Charter are some of the noteworthy achievements of
my Government in the recent past.

20. My Government has opened 93 new Maveli Stores
during the current year and intends to open § Medical Stores and
30 LPG outlets in the coming year. The functicning of the
Consumer Courts in the State will be strengthened.  Steps will
be taken for the implementation of the ANNAPURNA and
ANTYODAYA ANNA YOJANA schemes. In view of the
policy statement of Government of India te do away with ration
to the APL families and to stop public distribution of sugar, my
Government will explore other possibilities including negotiated
purchase from the surplus States, to retain the present PDS
syslemn.

21. My Gevernment has achieved major landmarks in
the social welfare sector during the last four years. The ICDS
Programme wili be universalised by starting 43 new projects with
World Bank assistance. A special distress relief fund will be
constibuted with 2 corpus of Rs. one crore for the benefit of the
aged. A victim rehabilitation scheme, envisaged for the
rehabilitation of the victims of criminal offences wili be launched
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activities. Under the agricultural land purchase scheme,
Government will provide subsidy of Rs. 50,000 to landless
agricultural labourers, belonging to SC/ST communities, for the
purchase of a minimum of 50 cents of land. A separate
department for the welfare of Backward Communities will start
funetioning during the current year.  An amount of Rs. 75 crores
has been disbursed by my Goverrment as self employment
assistance to 19,319 beneficiaries through Kerala State
Backward Classes Development Corporation.  Electrification of
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes habitats will be taken up
on a pricrity basis during the next year.  Rchabilitation of tribal
families in remote forest areas will also get more
attention. Tribal Health Projects at Attapady and Idukki will be
compieted.

24. When my Government assumed office in 1996,
Kerala was facing acute shortage of power and there were
about 70% power cut and also half an hour cyclic load
shedding. By making eamest efforts, my Government could
achieve self-sufficiency in the power scclor. In 1996, the
installed capacity of hydre electric power in the State was
1505.5 MW_ By the relentless efforts put in during the last
five years, the State conld add 957.1 MW of power to the
grid, making the total capacity 2462.6 MW by March
2000  During the cumrent year 105.5 MW will be added to
the grid by commissioning Kuttiadi Extension Scheme; fourth
stage of BSES Kochi and Kasaragod Power Corporation
Limited. My Government could completely withdraw power
cut and lead shedding, the two curses that existed in Kerala

for several years.
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28. The Kerala Spons Bill was passed by this Assembly
in December 2000, It envisages promotion and development
of sports and games in the State and will aiso ensure
co-ordinated development of Sports right from the panchayat
level. The Government bas also announced the State Youth
Policy based on Lhe recognition of the contributions that
young people can make to the community at large. This
policy envisages the all round development ol the young
people and seeks 1o ensure better co-gridination of various
departments and agencics in the field.

29. My Government could give a ncw impetus to
tourism and tnake the industry a growth engine capable of
giving & push to Kerala’s economy. The Natienal
Geographic Traveler has extolled Kerala,- the nature-rich land
as a “Paradise Found" among the “50 must-see” destinations
of the world.  Kerala has also becn chosen as a partner State
by the World Travel & Tourism Council. The foreign tourist
arrivals have crossed the figure of 2 lakhs in 2000, showing a
growth of more than 102% during the last five years. The
domestic tourist arrivals have crossed 50 lakhs in 2000,
showing a growth of more than 300%. My Government have
been acting as a facilitator and catalyst in promoting private
investment in the tourism sector and accclerating destination
promotion, basic infrastructure development and development
of new and backward destinations. It is a matter of pride that
Kerala won the award for the best performing State for
tourism instituted by the Government of India, for tweo
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31. My Government will continue with the array of
schemes to provide financial assitance and technical help te
the farmers of Kerala, so that they can cope up with the
sitbation precipitaled by the fall in price of their
products. Simultaneouvsly, efforts te enhance agricultural
productivity will be continued. Kerala Horticultural
Development Programme, implemented with the active
participation of farmers, proved beyond all doubt that
industrious farmers can reap high returns from horticultural
farming. My Government will continue to render all
necessary help to farmers in the horticulture and (loriculure
sectors and the formation of Kerala Vegetable and Fruit
Promotion Council can be viewed as 2 testimony to this
commitment.

32. My Government will continue the efforts to increase
productivity in the dairy sector through strengthening the cross
breeding facilities and improving the efficiency of the
services. The pilet projects in the use of mobile artificial
insemination umits as well as milking machines will be
developed and cxtended further for massive adoption.

33. My Government, by adopting effective measures
could transform the co-operative fronl into a self-reliant and
vibrant sector. Tmplementation of self help group concepl
throughout the State has rejuvenated the agricultural sector of
the State. Introduction of Kissan Credit Cards and
establishment of ‘Neethi' and ‘MNeethi Medical Stores” arc
noteworthy achievements. Inlegrated Co-operative
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A news hitech park lor biotechnology and information
technology is to be set up by KINFRA in 200 acres of land in
Kalamassery. An additional area of one million square feel
would be built up in Technopark, Thiruvananthapuram for the
IT industry, KSIDC and KFC have promotcd a venture
Capital Fund lor the hitech industries with a corpus of Rs. 20
Crores,

35. Since the assumption of office by my Government,
90,293 new SSI units have been set up in the State, providing
direct employment to 3.3 lakh persons. Under the PMRY
scheme, about 70,000 beneficiaries have been assisted for
setting up self employment ventures,  Assistance under this
scheme will be extended to 23 000 persons during the current
yvear. My Government could disburse an amount of
Rs. 45.04 crore under Consortivm Bank Credit Schemes of the
Khadi and Village Industries Board, providing employment for
1.93 lakh persons. My Government has also been able 1o
attract considerable investment in the large and medium
sectors. KSIDC assisted projects have generated employment
oppertunities for 15,000 persons,

36. My Govemment has given special consideration for
the traditional sector, improving productivity and jntmd{ucing
new lechnology, resulting in higher production and better
wage levels. Majority of the rebate and MDA claims of
about Rs. 75 crore pending in the handloom sector since
1993-94 have been seitied. An amount of Rs. 175 crore



