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27.08.2025
“a
‘ NOTE //\
&
‘ As per G O (Ms) No. 84/2025/GAD dated 13.06.2025, Govt have
\y issued orders, modifying certain rules relating to definition and
‘ allocation of disposal of business in the Rules of Business of
5= Government of Kerala with the approval of Council of Ministers.
g !

A Facebook post relating to the above government order is placed
below for perusal and necessary action.

R Gom

Deputy Secretary & OSD
O/o Chief Secretary

Encl: As above G ’ /ﬁ
af‘ W}«“
f(i/ V\W‘V_Q Vp



Prasanth N's post
https://www.facebook.com/prasanthn/posts/pfbid029dosWGm5anUHWaWevgXXS3UuEXf46Sv
UBum4nNFigW4yE3b8XomeiabcKuCwtoJGI

Prasanth N

13 June -
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Viswa Prabha
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Qmﬁmgfﬁﬂ%j By then for the system it is time to shed of the overhead weights and shake up. It's time to filter off the filth
and infuse fresh blood. Only those who have proven their calibre must be allowed to continue.

This might look very revulsive to accept or even ponder upon. But should the Government systems become more professional,
modern and efficient, this is the first attitude change we must embrace.



The problem is who will bell the cat. It is those very stakeholders who should bring in such changes and those changes will first
inflict injuries to those very selves.
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Posterior entry will be enhanced
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/300/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: .09.2025

From

The Chief Secretary to Government.
To

The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir,
! ALS
Sub:- EAS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post - geg
\Wl—' Foeebosk gl of NTrosenndf 14S dedred 12,06 2005
Q?,J( I am o directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed
Facebook post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS along with comments and sub-

comments and furnish a soft copy of the same, urgently. 2~ Gt

Encl: As above

Yours faithfully,

STl S
— /i

Copy to?
7 1GP Cyber Operations,
Cyber Division Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram.

\E

b

ok Ke
pi V2 A\%ﬂ UQ\U
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/300/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated:29.09.2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir,
Sub:- TAS — Shri. Prasanth N TAS — Facebook post - reg
Ref:- Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS dated 13.06.2025.

I'am directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed Facebook
post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS along with comments and sub-comments and

furnish a soft copy of the same, urgently to Government.

Encl: As above

Yours faithfully,

Rajesh G R,

Additional Secretary,

For Chief Secretary to Government.

Approved for issue,

Section Officer.

Copy to:
The IGP Cyber Operations,
Cyber Division Headquarters
Thiruvananthapuram.

’



DIVISION

KERALA POUCE

No.325)/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops /2025
Office of the Superintendent of Police
Cyber Operations,

Cyber Police Headquarters, PHQ,
Thiruvananthapuram

Date: 06/10/2025

From

To

Sir,

Superintendent of Police
Cyber Operations
Cyber Police Headquarters,
Police Headquarters, Kerala

@ - |0 |pgas2 /95/@0

The Chief Secretary to Government

(Through proper channel)

Sub: Shri. Prasanth N IAS- digital copies of Facebook post and associated

comments submitting off:-

Ref:1) No. AIS-A1/300/2025-GAD Dated 29.09.2025

2) Facebook post and associated comments of Shri. Prasanth N, IAS
dated 13.06.2025.

As per the subject and references cited .above, soft copy of the Facebook

post by Shri Prasanth N. IAS, dated 1 .08.2025 along with the associated

comments and sub-comments collected through OSINT tools is submitted for
further action.

SL Social
No Date Media URL
Platform
https:/ /www.facebook.com /prasanthn/
01.07.2025 | Facebook posts/ pfbid05Sv8jHzAgSxTJjmKXhNuLn

(s
\
|

mAzMQDLKiDStu89a898CMZjbhuL1jwh
XckbaYUzgFwpl

Encl: DVD-1

Yours faithfully

va\/')

Deputy Superintendent of Police
(For Superintendent of Police)
Cyber Operations
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\%

Prasanth N's Post X

Prasanth N @
June 13 - Q&

UPSC al®@1h a0V 16 QUGHUODEILJ0 MUIBHOIE MUIEYIMNES, Q00
SHA@OBS OGN IAS HEBLINIMINED AI@EA NSO MEITTNCLIHE)
@M BHIMB Q) af)M aNOTN@ B @NE@NLIORN@DYMN) B D830 DYalldh @) 2y )
&ILlo MDMELIHE HSB MWBo. CAHOBOTNMB IAS EIRYES af)6lRo NUSED 06N,
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(JGM BN 63@) MR @RS IaHEMOIMIo HEMINRATIIEL. By then for the
system it is time to shed of the overhead weights and shake up. It's time to filter off the
filth and infuse fresh blood. Only those who have proven their calibre must be allowed
to continue.

This might look very revulsive to accept or even ponder upon. But should the
Government systems become more professional, modem and efficient, this is the first
attitude change we must embrace.

The problem is who will bell the cat. It is those very stakeholders who should bring in
such changes and those changes will first inflict injuries to those very selves.
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\/V"swa Prabha agree Tﬁq% The entry age should also be abolished. Up to 50
anyone shud co?e ‘and gp out
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| myself would have been a well experienced project manager / Director for
some appropriate department or institution at least when | returned from my
professional career abroad some 14-15 years back. | had proven my
meticulousness in work but to benefit some multinational behemoth
companies or Arabian shakes. Our Government systems were not capable of
recognising and absorbing my potential in the right time either in the early
budding years or after having leamed, experienced and matured at the foot
bases of foreign resources. ‘
But there is not even an entry point for such people in our system, unless
you try joining as a junior employee with your original basic qualification and
your age complies within the stlpulated limits.
What a waste of citizen energy!
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Yiswa Prabha agree 100%. The entry age should also be abolished. Up to 50
anyone shud come and go out
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| myself would have been a well experienced project manager / Director for
some appropriate department or institution at least when | returned from my
professional career abroad some 14-15 years back. | had proven my
meticulousness in work but to benefit some multinational behemoth
companies or Arabian shakes. Our Government systems were not capable of
recognising and absorbing my potential in the right time either in the early
budding years or after having learned, experienced and matured at the foot
bases of foreign resources.
But there is not even an entry point for such people in our system, unless
you try joining as a junior employee with your original basic qualification and '
your age complies within the stipulated limits.
What a waste of citizen energy!
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Viswa Prabha your early budding done at muiti national cos at abroad,

That is the point
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Muhammed Rafik The bud was very original and indigenous, but the
nutrients were served outside. (Not just abroad but in other states of India
too, wandering some five years, discovering India at large).
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Viswa Prabha Perfect observation
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Rajeev Pattathil

Viswa Prabha in fact a lot of energy is wasted in dealing with such deadweights
who just worry about covering their own arses (a k a pension). They're like sand in
an engine

15w Like Reply 209

Sony Thomas &
Viswa Prabha true
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Sadanandan Kodery True.. But merit should be the only criteria
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Hope, now the word ‘capsule’ doesn't get politicised.. | just meant
degeneration of permanent executive is a top priority these days..

An amusing aspect is that they are attempting all of this to bring in
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/300/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: .11.2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To

Shri. Prasanth N TAS (u/s),

Isavasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.

Sir,
Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.
Ref:- Letter No.352/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
X Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police
Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala
chove
I am directed to invite your attention to the letter referred. It is hereby
informed that the Government of Kerala proposes to initiate disciplinary action
against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,

1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of chafge&u
(Annexure-I). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -II). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-III and Annexure-IV, respectively.



3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a

written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence to bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.

7. The receipt of this communication may be acknowledged by you.

faithfully,
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Annexure |

Articles of Chargg’ against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)(u/s)

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension,
through a Facebook post dated 13/06/2025, criticized a policy decision of the
Government to utilize the experience and services of retired officers for the
welfare of the State. The post disparaged the said policy and implied malafide
intentions behind the Government’s decision, which amounts to criticism of
Government thereby maligning both the image of the State Government and the
dignity of retired officers.

Articles of Charge - 11

That, such statements and remarks from you against a Government
action, caused to create unwanted criticism of Government in media, sending a
wrong message to public that the State Government have taken a wrong decision
in the matter.

Articles of Charge - 111

That, your statements are prima facie found to be unbecoming of an
officer borne on the cadre of Indian Administrative Service.

Your above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of Rules 3(1),
3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x) and 7 (i) of the All India Service (Conduct) Rules

1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

You are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in
person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge as
are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of
charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement

of defence on or before the date specified above, or do not appear in person



before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),

Isavasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
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Annexure 11

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of Articles of Charge framed against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
(KL 2007)

1.1t has come to the notice of the Government that Shri. Prasanth N IAS
(KL 2007), while continuing under suspension on allegations regarding making
allegations and derogatory statements against other IAS officers, had criticized the
decision of govérnment to utilise the knowledge and experience of the retired
officers for the well being and development of the,Statg in his Facebook post dated

13/6/2025.

2. The relevant extract of the Facebook post Shri Prasanth N IAS

criticising Government is extracted below;

mlealear  ‘aSe MO OEBPMMLOBE  ald®@ QUG moadenoells
@pSlrLoomoBIm CHlEOn GO DD A Balleau OTVGSOILIB @B 4/OQo
8@ QO @ESIBER,, 0B ClTY af)3EDe MoSiay M 6 21QYIM EOAUBENINYo, BHI@EMo
epaId @M Ml@agje al§Qje alOQMM MLBEHIB PEBPWTUNAB @REJESID. DD
W@  adotleeo@im  damugelooge MUREIB  OMVGSOIHOSB

Ml IQYMN@IE .

3. As an IAS officer, the above comments of the officer not only
defamed the Government and misled the public but also disparaged the service and
dignity of retired officers. His aforesaid action is derogatory in nature and prima
facie found to be unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of IAS and amounts
to violation of Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x) and 7 (i) of the AIS
(Conduct) Rules, 1968.



4. Government have also noticed that the officer is continuously
making derogatory comments about Government, even after he was placed under
suspension for misconduct of a similar nature. The officer, by such social media
posts, is undermining the administrative machinery and tamnishing the reputation
of Government among the general public and is habitually violating the provisions

of AIS (Conduct ) Rules 1968.

4.Hence, the charges.
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Annexure III

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Letter No0.352/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters,
Police Headquarters, Kerala (along with enclosures).



A

Annexure IV

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Shri. Arun Kumar S, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations,
Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala.



Annexure |

Articles of Charge against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)(u/s)

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension,
through a Facebook post dated 13/06/2025, criticized a policy decision of the
Government to utilize the experience and services of retired officers for the
welfare of the State. The post disparaged the said policy and implied malafide
intentions behind the Government’s decision, which amounts to criticism of
Government thereby maligning both the image of the State Government and
the dignity of retired officers.
Articles of Charge - 11

That, such statements and remarks from you against a Government
action, caused to create unwanted criticism of Government in media, sending a
wrong message to public that the State Government have taken a wrong
decision in the matter.
Articles of Charge - I1I

That, your statements are prima facie found to be unbecoming of an
officer borne on the cadre of Indian Administrative Service.

Your above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of Rules
3(1), 3(1A)(D), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x) and 7 (i) of the All India Service (Conduct)

Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

You are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of
this, a written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be
heard in person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect
of charge as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny
each article of charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit your
written statement of defence on or before the date specified above, or do not
appear in person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to

comply with the provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and



Appeal) Rules, 1969, or the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said

rule, the Inquiring Authority may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

Dr yathijak IAS,
Chief Secretary.

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),

[savasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
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Annexure 11

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of Articles of Charge framed against Shri. Prasanth N
IAS (KL 2007)

1.It has come to the notice of the Government that Shri. Prasanth N
IAS (KL 2007), while continuing under suspension on allegations regarding
making allegations and derogatory statements against other IAS officers, had
criticized the decision of government to utilise the knowledge and experience
of the retired officers for the well being and development of the State, in his

Facebook post dated 13/6/2025.

2. The relevant extract of the Facebook post Shri Prasanth N IAS

criticising Government is extracted below;

mlealear  ‘alSe  GMIS  OEBRPRUMIOAE  aldh@e QAT o £50e]ls
@RSITLOIMOTI OGN DD af)E BalleaHy OTVESOIIAD @B 4JWIWYo
8 QO@@BIOWIBIER. af)(® OlTY agFEDo Mosly MM ©aIQYIM DAUBLHIYe
S0@6Mo EAIR @RMOIUURYDII MIWAQYe 2ISQYe AJOTRD mUAEHOB PERPUNUNAD
@oegJee0. gD c0oW@  (UBOTI®20@Im  dlamugsellow. MR ID

OTLGS0IG:68 MIAlEIYMMET .

3. As an IAS officer, the above comments of the officer not only
defamed the Government and misled the public but also disparaged the service
and dignity of retired officers. His aforesaid action is derogatory in nature and
prima facie found to be unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of IAS
and amounts to violation of Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x) and 7 (i)
of the AIS (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

4. Government have also noticed that the officer is continuously

making derogatory comments about Government, even after he was placed



under suspension for misconduct of a similar nature. The officer, by such social
media posts, is undermining the administrative machinery and tarnishing the
reputation of Government among the general public and is habitually violating

the provisions of AIS (Conduct ) Rules 1968.

4.Hence, the charges.

Jayathylak 1AS,
Chief Secretary.
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Annexure 111

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Letter N0.352/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters,
Police Headquarters, Kerala (along with enclosures).

De Jayathilak 1AS,
Chief Secretary.
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Annexure 1V

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Shri. Arun Kumar S, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Cyber
Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala.

ayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.




ST

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/300/2025/GAD General Administration (A1S-A) Department

Thiruvananthapuram
Dated:21.11.2025

From

The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Shri. Prasanth N TAS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS - Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N 1AS (ws)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 - Reg.

Ref-- Letter No.352/C AMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police
Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala

| am directed to invite your attention to the letter referred to above. It is
hereby informed that the Government of Kerala proposes to initiate disciplinary
action against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal)

Rules, 1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of charge
(Annexure-1). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -1I). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-111 and Annexure-IV, respectively.



3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire 10 be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse 1o comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence 10 bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.

7. The receipt of this communication may be acknowledged by you.

Yours faithfully,
)

Anjana

Additional Secretary,

For Chief Secretary 1o Governmeht.
v
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Abstract

AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of Shri.
Mohammed Hanish APM IAS (KL 1996) as Inquiring Authority and Dr. K
Vasuki IAS (KL 2008) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.0O.(Rt)No.103 /2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, & /01/2026

Read: 1. Letter N0.352/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.

P”‘-{

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
P61 A1/300/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.

ORDER

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension made a
facebook post dated 13.06.2025, criticizing a policy decision of the
Government to utilize the experience and services of retired officers for the
welfare of the State.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as

2" paper above, was served on the officerf.Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)
hasn’t furnished any Written Statement of Defence in the matter.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline ‘and Appeal) Rules,
1969, Government hereby appoint Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM IAS (KL
1996), Additional Chief Secretary, Industries Department as Inquiring
Authority and Dr. K Vasuki IAS (KL 2008), Secretary, General Education
Department as Presenting Officer to inquire into the charges levelled against

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) in the Articles of Charges.



4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months. ‘

(By order of the Governor)

o U

1. Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Industries

To

Department.
2. Dr. K Vasuki IAS, Secretary, General Education Department.

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/300/2025-GAD).

Copy to

+—TFhe-ChiefPrineipal-Seeretary-to-the-Chief imniste er."u-~

2. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3. The Officer c?ggae&ial Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.
3. The PA/CA tol Additional Secretary) &# General Administration (AIS)

Department.

Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.352/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations,( along with enclosures).
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2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/300/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.
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Abstract

AlS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of Shri.
Mohammed Hanish APM IAS (KL 1996) as Inquiring Authority and Dr. K
Vasuki IAS (KL 2008) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No. 103/2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 08/01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.352/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/300/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.

ORDER

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension made a
facebook post dated 13.06.2025, criticizing a policy decision of the
Government to utilize the experience and services of retired officers for the
welfare of the State.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as

2" paper above, was served on the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)
hasn’t furnished any Written Statement of Defence in the matter.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969, Government hereby appoint Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM IAS (KL
1996), Additional Chief Secretary, Industries Department as Inquiring
Authority and Dr. K Vasuki IAS (KL 2008), Secretary, General Education
Department as Presenting Officer to inquire into the charges levelled against
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) in the Articles of Charges.



4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)
Dr. AJAYATHILAK IAS
CHIEF SECRETARY

To
1. Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Industries

Department.
2. Dr. K Vasuki IAS, Secretary, General Education Department

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/300/2025-GAD).

Forwarded / By order

o

Section Officer
Copy to

1. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

3. The PA to Special Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

4 The CA to Additional Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.352/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.( along with enclosures).

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/300/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of Shri.
Mohammed Hanish APM IAS (KL 1996) as Inquiring Authority and Dr. K
Vasuki IAS (KL 2008) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No. 103/2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 08/01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.352/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/300/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.

ORDER

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension made a
facebook post dated 13.06.2025, criticizing a policy decision of the
Government to utilize the experience and services of retired officers for the
welfare of the State.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as

2" paper above, was served on the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)
hasn’t furnished any Written Statement of Defence in the matter.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969, Government hereby appoint Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM IAS (KL
1996), Additional Chief Secretary, Industries Department as Inquiring
Authority and Dr. K Vasuki IAS (KL 2008), Secretary, General Education
Department as Presenting Officer to inquire into the charges levelled against

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) in the Articles of Charges.



4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)
Dr. A JAYATHILAK IAS
CHIEF SECRETARY

To
1. Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Industries

Department.
2. Dr. K Vasuki IAS, Secretary, General Education Department

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/ 300/2025-GAD).

Forwarded / By order

o

Section Officer
Copy to

1. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

3. The PA to Special Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

4. The CA to Additional Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.352/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.( along with enclosures).

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/300/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.
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No.AIS-A1/300/2025-GAD General Administration (AIS A) Department
,Thiruvananthapuram

From
The Chief Secretary to Government

To
Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM IAS
Additional Chief Secretary,
Industries Department

Sir,

Sub: AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Reg.
Ref: G.O(Rt) No.103/2026/GAD dated 08.01.2026.

I am directed to invite your kind attention to the reference cited. You were
entrusted with the inquiry against Shri. Prasanth N IAS _as per Government
Order dated 08.01.2026 referred above. Due date stipulated for completing the
inquiry as per the said Government Order is 07.04.2026. Therefore, you are
requested to expedite the inquiry and submit the report within the stipulated
time.

Yours faithfully,

Sachin Kumar Yadav [AS
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty
For Chief Secretary to Government
Copy to:
Dr K Vasuki IAS
Secretary,
General Education Department.

Yo
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No.AIS-A1/300/2025-GAD General Administration (AIS A) Department
01.04.2026, Thiruvananthapuram

From
The Chief Secretary to Government

To
Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM [AS
Additional Chief Secretary,
Industries Department

Sir,

Sub: AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Reg.
Ref: G.O(Rt) No.103/2026/GAD dated 08.01.2026.

I am directed to invite your kind attention to the reference cited. You were
entrusted with the inquiry against Shri. Prasanth N IAS as per Government
Order dated 08.01.2026 referred above. Due date stipulated for completing the
inquiry as per the said Government Order is 07.04.2026. Therefore, you are
requested to complete the inquiry and submit the report within the stipulated
time.

Yours faithfully,

Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty
For Chief Secretary to Government
Copy to:
Dr K Vasuki IAS
Secretary,
General Education Department.



Panel of officers for being appointed as Inquiring Authority

SI No. Name of the officer

1

Shri. Bishwanath Sinha IAS (KL
1992), Additional Chief Secretary,
Home and Vigilance Department
Water Resources + Coastal Shipping
& Inland Navigation Department +

Managing Director, Kerala Irrigation

Infrastructure Development

Corporation Limited

Shri. K R Jyothilal IAS (KL
1993),Additional Chief Secretary,

Finance Department + Taxes + Public
Procurement Advisory + Planning and
Economic Affairs (RKI) Dept + Chief

Executive Officer, Rebuild Kerala

Initiative.

Dr Rajan N Khobragade IAS (KL
1993), Additional Chief Secretary,
Health and Family Welfare
Department + Ayush and Cultural
Affairs (Archaeology, Archives and
Museums ) Department + Cultural
Affairs Department + Personnel and
Administrative Reforms Department
+ Personnel and Administrative
Reforms (OL) Department.

Shri. Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996),
Chairman & Managing Director,
Kerala State Electricity Board Ltd +
Principal Secretary, Forest and
Wildlife Department + Animal
Husbandry + Dairy Development +
Museum (Zoo) + Sainik Welfare +
Minority Welfare Department.

Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM 1AS
(KL 1996), Principal Secretary,
Industries Department + Revenue
(Wakf) Department + External Co-
operation

Dr. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS (KL
1997), Principal Secretary, Women

and Child Development Department +

Higher Education Department

Remarks

Presently appointed as 1A in disciplinaty

action against Shri. Jacob Thomas IPS (Rtd)

Presenlly appointed as IA in disciplinaty

action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS

Presently appointed as PO in inquiry against

Shri. Jacob Thomas IPS (Rtd)



10

11

12

12

Department

(Expenditure) Department

Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS (KL 1997), Presently appointed as 1A in disciplinaty

Principal Secretary, Local Self action against Shri. Venugopal K B IPS and as

Government Department PO in disciplinary action against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS

Shri. Biju K IAS (KL 2006), Presently appointed as PO in inquiry against

Secretary, Public Works Department + Shri. Zacharia George IPS
Tourism Department + General

Administration Department +

Transport (Aviation, Metro and

Railway) Dept + Special Officer,

Capital Region Development Project

-11

Shri. Patil Ajit Bhagwatrao IAS (KL  Presently appointed as IA in disciplinaty

2007), Commissioner, Kerala State action against Shri. Gopalakrishnan K IAS
Goods and Services Tax Department
+ Secretary, Finance (Resource)

Shri. Keshvendra Kumar IAS (KL i
2008), Secretary, Finance

Smt. M G Rajamanickam [AS (KL
2008), Secretary, Revenue and
Disaster Management Department +
Housing Department + Revenue
(Devaswom) Department + Food &
Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs
Dept + Chairman, Kerala State Civil
Supplies Corporation +
Commissioner, Guruvayur &
Koodalmanikyam Devaswoms.

Dr. K Vasuki IAS (KL 2008),
Secretary, General Education
Department

Dr. A Kowsigan IAS (KL 2009),
Secretary, Ports Department + Special
Officer and Collector, Government
Land Resumption + Nodal officer to
monitor the filing and supervision of
all title cases on the landholding by
M/s Harrisons Malayalam Limited
and other similar cases of companies
and individuals + Scheduled Castes &
Scheduled Tribes Development Dept
+ Backward Classes Development
Dept.



Panel of officers for being appointed as Presenting Officer

SI No. Name of the officer Remarks

Smt. Anupama T V IAS (KL 2010),
Special Secretary, Local Self
Government Department + Special
Secretary (Co-ordination) + NORKA

Dept e
1 Dr. Veena N Madhavan IAS (KL Presently apointed as PO in inquiry against
2010), Special Secretary, Co- Shri Venugopal K B IPS

operation Department + Planning and
Economic Affairs Department +
Member Secretary, Kerala State
Planning Board + Sports and Youth
Affairs Dept

2 Shri. Jeevan Babu K IAS (KL 2011),
Commissioner for Land Revenue +
Commissioner, Disaster Management
+ State Project Manager, National
Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project

3 Shri. P B Nooh IAS (KL 2012),
Special Secretary, Transport
Department + Managing Director,
Kerala Water Authority

4 Shri. Seeram Sambasiva Rao IAS (KL
2012), Special Secretary, Electronics
& Information Technology Dept +
Environment Department + Director,
Survey and Land Records Department

5 Dr. Adeela Abdulla IAS (KL 2012),
Special Secretary, Social Justice
7 Department

6 Shri. Shanavas S IAS (KL 2012),
Special Secretary, Labour and Skills
Dept

7 Shri. Abdul Nasar B IAS (KL 2012),
Special Secretary, Fisheries
Department

8 Dr. D Sajith Babu IAS (KL 2012),
Registrar of Co-operative Societies



Shri. Subhash T V IAS (KL 2013), Presently appointed as PO in inquiry against
Director, Information & Public Shri. Gopalakrishnan K IAS

Relations Department + Managing

Director, Kerala State Co-operative

Agricultural and Rural Development

Bank Limited.

Smt.Sheeba George IAS (KL 2013),
Additional Secretary, Health and
Family Welfare Department.

Shri. H Dineshan IAS (KL 2013),
Exﬁgcutive Director,Kudumbashree

Dr. Divya S Iyer IAS (KL 2014),
Project Director, Kerala Solid Waste
Management Project + Managing
Director, Vizhinjam International Sea
Port Limited + Director, Cultural
Affairs Department.

Dr. Chithra S IAS (KL 2014),
Additional Secretary, General
Education Department

Smt. Afsana Perween IAS (KL 2014),
Commissioner, Food Safety

Smt. Geetha A TAS (KL 2014),
Additional Secretary, Revenue
Department + Commissioner, Housing
and Secretary, Kerala State Housing
Board



12. '"THE ALL INDIA SERVICES (DISCIPLINE AND
APPEAL) RULES, 1969

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the All India
Services Act, 1951 (61 of 1951), the Central Government, after consultation with the
Governments of the States concerned, hereby makes the following rules, namely:—

1. Short title and commencement.—

1(1) These rules may be called the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal)
Rules, 1969.

1(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official
Gazette.

2. Definitions.— In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires:—
2(a) ‘Commission’ means the Union Public Service Commission;

2(b) ‘disciplinary authority’ means the authority competent under these rules to
impose on a member of the service any of the penalties specified in rule 6;

22(c) ‘Government’ means—

(i) in the case of a member of the Service serving in connection with the
affairs of a State, or who is deputed for service in any company,
association or body of individuals whether incorporated or not, which is
wholly or substantially owned or controlled by the Government of a
State, or in a local authority set up by an Act of the Legislature of a
State, the Government of that State;

(i) in any other case, the Central Government;

32(d) member of the service means a member of an All India Service as defined
in Section 2 of the All India Services Act. 1951 (61 of 1951).

4dd) ‘Probationer’ means a person appointed to the Service on probation;

2(e) ‘State Government concerned’ in relation to a joint cadre, means the

Government of all the States for which the joint cadre is constituted and

includes the Government of a State nominated by the Government of all
such States to represent them in relation to a particular matter.

PART Il—SUSPENSION

3. Suspension.—

(1) If, having regard to the circumstances in any case and, where articles of
charge have been drawn up, the nature of the charges, the Government of a
State or the Central Government, as the case may be, is satisfied that it is
necessary or desirable to place under suspension a member of the Service,

! Principal rules were published vide Notification No. 7/15/63-AlS-li dt. 20.3.1969

2 gubstituted vide DP&AR Notification No. 6/9/72-AlIS-1Il dt. 5.7.1975 (GSR No. 872, dt. 19.7.1975)

3 Substituted vide DP&AR Notification No. 31/7/72-AIS-lIl dt. 22.5.1972.

4 |nserted vide DP&AR Notification No. 11018/4/76-AIS(11), dt. 25.2.1977 (GSR No. 358 dt. 19.3.1977)
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8(3) Where a Board is appointed as the inquiring authority it shall consist of not
less than two senior officers provided that at least one member of such a
Board shall be an officer of the Service to which the member of the Service
belongs.

8(4) Where it is proposed to hold an inquiry against a member of the Service
under this rule and or rule 10, the disciplinary authority shall draw up or
caused to be drawn up—

(i) the substance of the imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour into
definite and distinct articles of charge;

(i) a statement of the imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of each article of charge, which shall contain—

(a) a statement of all relevant facts including any admission or
confession made by the member of the Service;

(b) a list of documents by which, and a list of witness by whom the
articles of charge are proposed to be sustained.

46g(5)(a) The disciplinary authority shall deliver or cause to be delivered to the
member of the Service a copy of the articles of charge, the statement of
the imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour and a list of documents
and witnesses by which each article of charge is proposed to be
sustained.

(b) On receipt of the articles of charge the member of Service shall be
required to submit his written statement of defence, if he so desires, and
also state whether he desires to be heard in person, within a period of
thirty days, which may be further extended for a period not exceeding
thirty days by recording reasons in writing by the disciplinary authority or
any other authority authorised by the disciplinary authority on his behalf:

Provided that under no circumstances, the extension of time for filing
written statement of defence shall exceed ninety days from the date of
receipt of articles of charge.

8(6) (a) On receipt of the written statement of defence the disciplinary authority
may appoint, under sub-rule (2), an inquiring authority for the purpose
of inquiring into such of the articles of charge as are not admitted and
where all the articles of charge have been admitted by the member of
the Service in his written statement of defence, the disciplinary
authority shall record its finding on each charge and shall act in the
manner laid down in rule 9.

(b) If no written statement of defence is submitted by the member of the
Service, the disciplinary authority may, if it considers it necessary to do
so, appoint under sub-rule (2), an inquiring authority for the purpose.

46 gy pstituted vide Notification No. 11018/01/2016-AlS-lll, dt. 20.01.2017 (GSR No. 59(E) dt. 20.01.2017)
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(c) Where the disciplinary authority appoints an inquiring authority for
holding an inquiry into such charge it may by an order, appoint a
Government servant or a legal practitioner, to be known as the

“Presenting Officer” to present on its behalf the case in support of the
articles of charge.

8(7) The disciplinary authority shall forward to the inquiring authority—

(i) a copy of the articles of charge and the statement of imputations of
misconduct or misbehaviour;

(i) a copy of the written statement of defence if any submitted by the
member of the Service;

(i) a copy of the 4T[statements] of witness, if any, referred to in sub-rule (4)

(iv) evidence proving the delivery of the documents referred to in sub-rule 4
to the member of the Service; and

(v) acopy of the order appointing the “Presenting Officer”.

8(8) The member of the Service shall be required to appear in person before the

inquiring authority at any time prescribed after the expiry of ten working days

from the date of receipt of the articles of charge and statement of
imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour, or within such further time, not
exceeding ten days, as the inquiring authority may allow.

8(9) (a) The member of the Service may take the assistance of any other
Government servant to present the case on his behalf but may not
engage a legal practitioner for the purpose unless the Presenting

Officer appointed by the disciplinary authority is a legal practitioner, or,
the disciplinary authority, having regard to the circumstances of the
case, SO permits.

4 8(9) (b) A member of the Service may also take the assistance of a retired
Government servant to present the case on his behalf, subject to such
conditions as may be specified by the President from time to time by
general or special order in this behalf.

49NoTE: The member of the Service shall not take the assistance of any other
Government servant who has two or more pending disciplinary cases on
hand in which he has to give assistance.

8(10) If the member of the Service who has not admitted any of the articles of

charge in his written statement of defence or has not submitted any written

statement of defence appears before the inquiring authority, such authority
shall ask him whether he is guilty or has any defence to make and if he
pleads guilty to any of the article of charge, the inquiring authority shall
record the plea, sign the record and obtain the signature of the member of
the Service thereon.

8(11) The inquiring authority shall return a finding of guilt in respect of [those]
articles of charge to which the member of the Service pleads guilty.

a7 gubstituted DP&AR Notification No. 6/9/72-AIS-IIl dt. 5.7.1975 (GSR No. 872 dt. 19.7.1975)
4 |ngerted vide DP&AR Notification No. 6/9/72-AIS-IlI dt. 5.7.1975 (GSR No. 872 dt. 19.7.1975)
@ |nserted vide DP&AR Notification No. 1101 8/12/76-A1S-lll dt. 12.7.1977 (GSR No. 983 dt. 30.7.1977)
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10. 'THE ALL INDIA SERVICES (CONDUCT)
RULES, 1968

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 3 of the All India
Services Act, 1951 (61 of 1951), the Central Government after consultation with the
Governments of the State concerned, hereby makes the following rules, namely:—

1. Short title and commencement. —
1(1) These rules may be called the All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

1(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official
Gazette.

2. Definitions—In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires—
2.(a) “Government” means—

(i) in the case of a member of the Service serving in connection with the
affairs of the Union, the Central Government; or

(i) in the case of a member of the Service serving under a Foreign
Government or outside India (whether on duty or on leave), the Central
Government; or

(iii) in the case of a member of the Service serving in connection with the
affairs of a State, the Government of that State;

Explanation—A member of the Service whose services are placed at the disposal
of a company, corporation or other organisation or a local authority by the Central
Government or the Government or the Government of a State shall for the purpose of
these rules, be deemed to be a member of the Service serving in connection with the
affairs of the Union or in connection with the affairs of that State, as the case may be,
notwithstanding that his salary is drawn from the sources other than the Consolidated
Fund of India or the Consolidated Fund of that State;

2.(b) ‘member of family’, in relation to a member of the service, includes—

(i) the wife or husband as the case may be of such member, whether
residing with (such member)? or not, but does not include a wife or
husband separated from the member of the Service by a decree or
order of competent court;

(ii) the son or daughter or the step-son or step-daughter of such member
and wholly dependent 1(on such member) but does not include a child
or step-child who is no longer in any way dependent (on such member)
or of whose custody the member of the Service has been deprived by
or under any law; and

(i) any other person related, whether by blood or marriage, to such
member or to his or her wife or husband, as the case may be, and
wholly dependent on such member.

'Published vide Notification No.8/91/62—AIS(lll) dated 18.12.1968 (GSR No.3 dt. 04.01.1969)
2 Substituted vide DP&AR Notification No.11017/23/77—AIS(Il) dated 19.04.78 (GSR No.583 dt. 06.05.1978)
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2.(c) “member of the Service” means a member of an All India Service as
defined in section 2 of the All India Services Act, 1951 (61 of 1951)

*(cc)Non—Governmental Organisation (NGO) means any organization
other than an Organisation owned or controlled by the Central
Government, a State Government or an International Organisation or
agency;

Explanation.— International Organisation in this rule will include a multilateral body
at the International level in which India is a member.

4d) “Private undertaking” includes a company, firm or association or body of
individuals.

3. General.— 3(1)Every member of the Service shall at all times maintain absolute
integrity and devotion to duty and shall do nothing which is unbecoming of a member of
the Service.

5(1A) Every member of the Service shall maintain:-

(i) high ethical standards, integrity and honesty;

(i) political neutrality;

(iii) promoting of the principles of merit, fairness and impartiality
in the discharge of duties;

(iv) accountability and transparency;

(v) responsiveness to the public, particularly to the weaker
section;

(vi)  courtesy and good behavior with the public.

3(2) Every member of the Service shall take all possible steps to ensure
integrity of, and devotion to duty by, all Government servants for the time
being under his control and authority.

8(2A)Every member of the service shall in the discharge of his duties act in a
courteous manner and shall not adopt dilatory tactics in his dealings with
the public or otherwise.

(2B) Every member of the Service shall:-

(i) commit himself to and uphold the supremacy of the Constitution
and democratic values;

(ii) defend and uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India, the
security of State, public order, decency and morality;

(i) maintain integrity in public service;

(iv) take decisions solely in public interest and use or cause to use
public resources efficiently, effectively and economically;

(v) declare any private interests relating to his public duties and take
steps to resolve any conflicts in a way that protects the public
interest;

% Inserted vide Notification No.11017/18/96—AIS(IIl),dated 16.11.1998 (GSR No.228 dt.28.11.1998)
* Inserted Vide DP&T Notification No. 11017/27/93—AIS(IIl) dated 13.01.1995(GSR No.52 dt. 04.02.1995)

% Inserted Vide DP&T Notification No. 11017/01/2014—AIS(Ill) dated 06.08.2014(GSR No.573 (E) dt. 08.08.2014)
: Substituted vide DP&AR Notification No. 11017/27/93-AIS(IIl) dated 13.01.1995 (GSR No. 52 dt. 04.02.1995)
Inserted Vide DP&T Notification No. 11017/01/2014—AIS(lll) dated 06.08.2014(GSR No.573 (E) dt. 08.08.2014)
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(vi) not place himself under any financial or other obligations to any
individual or organisation which may influence him in the
performance of his official duties;

(vii)  not misuse his position as civil servant and not take decisions in
order to derive financial or material benefits for himself, his
family or his friends;

(vii)  make choices, take decisions and make recommendations on
merit alone;

(ix) act with fairness and impartiality and not discriminate against
anyone, particularly the poor and the under-privileged sections of
society;

(x) refrain from doing anything which is or may be contrary to any law,
rules, regulations and established practices

(xi) maintain discipline in the discharge of his duties and be liable to
implement the lawful orders duly communicated to him;

(xii)  be liable to maintain confidentiality in the performance of his
official duties as required by any laws for the time being in force,
particularly with regard to information, disclosure of which may
prejudicially affect the sovereignty and integrity of India, the
security of State, strategic, scientific or economic interests of the
State, friendly relation with foreign countries or lead to incitement
of an offence or illegal or unlawful gains to any person;

(xiiiy  perform and discharge his duties with the highest degree of
professionalism and dedication to the best of his abilities.

3(3) 8()) No member of the Service shall, in the performance of his official
duties, or in the exercise of powers conferred on him, act otherwise
than in his own best judgment to be true and correct except when
he is acting under the direction of his official superior.

(i) The direction of the official superior shall ordinarily be in writing.
Where the issue of oral direction becomes unavoidable, the official
superior shall confirm it in writing immediately thereafter.

(iiiy A member of the Service who has received oral direction from his
official superior shall seek confirmation of the same in writing, as
early as possible and in such case, it shall be the duty of the official
superior to confirm the direction in writing.

*Explanation |.— A member of the Service who habitually fails to perform a task
assigned to him within the time set for the purpose and with the quality of performance
expected of him shall be deemed to be lacking in devotion to duty within the meaning of
the sub-rule (1);

Explanation Il— Nothing in clause (i) of sub-rule (3) shall be construed as
empowering a Government servant to evade his responsibilities by seeking instructions
from or approval of, a superior officer or authority when such instructions are not
necessary under the scheme of distribution of powers and responsibilities.

® Inserted vide DP&AR Notification No. 11017/2/79—AIS(lll) dated 24.08.1979 (GSR No. 1122 dt. 08.09.1979)
? Substituted vide DP&AR Notification No. 11017/39/86—AIS(lll) dated 01.01.1987 (GSR No. 34 dt. 17.01.1987)
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tends directly or indirectly to be subversive of the Government as by law
established, and where a member of the Service is unable to prevent
member of his family from taking part in or subscribing in aid of, or
assisting in any other manner, any such movement of activity, he shall
make a report to that effect to the Government.

5(3) If any question arises whether any movement or activity falls within the
scope of this rule, the question shall be referred to the Government for its
decision.

5(4) No member of the Service shall canvass or otherwise interfere with, or
use his influence in connection with, or take part in, an election to any
legislature or local authority:—

Provided that —

(i) a member of the Service qualified to vote at any such election may
exercise his right to vote but where he does so he shall give no
indication of the manner in which he proposes to vote or has voted,
and

(i) a member of the Service shall not be deemed to have contravened
the provisions of this sub-rule by reason only that he has assisted in
the conduct of an election in the due performance of a duty imposed
on him by or under any law for the time being in force.

Explanation— The display by member of the Service, on his person, vehicle or
residence of any electoral symbol shall amount to using his influence in connection with
an election, within the meaning of this sub-rule.

'56. Connection with press or radio—Previous sanction of the Government shall
not be required when the member of the service, in the bonafide discharge of his duties
or otherwise, publishes a book or contributes to or participates in a public media.

Provided that he shall observe the provisions of rules and at all times make it clear
that the views expressed, are of his own and not those of the Government.

7. Criticism of Government.—No member of the Service shall, in any radio
broadcast '®or communication over any public media or in any document published
anonymously, pseudonymously or in his own name or in the name of any other person
or in any communication to the press or in any public utterance, make any statement of
fact or opinion,—

i. Which has the effect of an adverse criticism of any current or recent
policy or action of the Central Government or a State Government; or

ii. which is capable of embarrassing the relations between the Central
Government and any State Government; or

ii. which is capable of embarrassing the relations between the Central
Government and the Government of any Foreign State:

'S Substituted vide Notification No.11017/27/93—AIS(1Il) dated 13.01.1995 (GSR No. 52 dt. 04.02.1995)
'% Inserted vide Notification No. 11017/27/93—AIS(1Il) dated 13.01.1995 (GSR No. 52 dt. 04.02.1995)
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Provided that nothing in this rule shall apply to any statement made or
views expressed by a member of the Service in his official capacity and in
the due performance of the duties assigned to him.

(GOI Instructions: D.P. & A.R. letter No. 11017/9/75—AIS(lll), dated the
2nd March, 1976, reproduced under Miscellaneous Executive Instructions
at the end of these Rules)

8. Evidence before committees, etc.—

8(1) Save as provided in sub-rule (3), no member of the Service shall except
with the previous sanction of the Government, give evidence in
connection with any inquiry conducted by any person, committee or other
authority.

8(2) Where any sanction has been accorded under sub-rule (1) no member of
the Service giving such evidence shall criticize the policy or any action of
the Central Government or of a State Government.

8(3) Nothing in this rule shall apply to—

8(3) (a) evidence given at any inquiry before an authority appointed by the
Government, or by Parliament or by a State Legislature; or

8(3) (b) evidence given in any judicial inquiry; or

8(3) (c) evidence given at departmental inquiry ordered by any authority
subordinate to the Government.

8(4) No member of the Service giving any evidence referred to in sub-rule (3)
shall give publicity to such evidence.

9. Unauthorised communication of information.— No member of the Service
shall except in accordance with any general or special order of the Government or in the
performance in good faith of duties assigned to him, communicate directly or indirectly
any official document or part thereof or information to any Government servant or any
other person to whom he is not authorised to communicate such document or
information.

Explanation.—Quotation by a member of the Service (in his representations to the
Head of Office or Head of Department or President) of, or from, any letter circular or
office memorandum or from the notes on any file to which he is not authorised to have
access, or which he is not authorised to keep in his personal custody or for personal
purposes, shall amount to authorised communication of information within the meaning
of this rule.

10. Subscriptions.—No member of the Service shall, except with the previous
sanction of the Government or of such authority as may be empowered by it in his behalf
ask for, or accept, contributions to or otherwise associate himself with the raising of any
fund or other collections in cash or in kind in pursuance of any object whatsoever.

'711. Gifts

11(1) A member of the service may accept gifts from his near relatives or from
his personal friends having no official dealings with them, on occasions
such as wedding, anniversaries, funerals and religious functions when the

"7 Inserted vide Notification No. 11017/27/93—AIS(Ill) dated 13.01.1995 (GSR No. 52 dt. 04.02.1995)
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/300/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: .06.2026

From ;

The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM IAS,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Industries Department.

Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS —
- PR

Ref:- 1. G.O(Rt) No.103/2026/GAD dated 08.01.2026.
2. Government letter of even no. dated 01.04.2026.

I am di to invite your kind attention to the reference cited. You were
entrustecl W1th the inquiry against Shri. Prasanth N IAS as per Government Order
referred above Due date stipulated for completing the inquiry as per the
Government Order is already over. Therefore, you are requested to complete the

inquiry and submit the report within-the stipulated-time.
Lathat t”" Yours faithfully,

ov/w/%

Copy to
Dr. K Vasuki IAS,
Secretary to Governor,
Lok Bhavan, Thiruvananthapuram
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/300/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 04.06.2026

From

_ The Chief Secretary to Government.
To

Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM 1AS,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Industries Department.

Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N [AS —
Reg.

Ref:- 1. G.O(Rt) No.103/2026/GAD dated 08.01.2026.
2. Government letter of even no. dated 01.04.2026.

I am to invite your kind attention to the reference cited. You were entrusted
with the inquiry against Shri. Prasanth N IAS as per Government Order referred to
above. Due date stipulated for completing the inquiry as per the Government Order
is already over. Therefore, you are requested to complete the inquiry and submit the
report without further delay.

Yours faithfully,

Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS,
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty,

For Chief Secretary to Government.
-

Copy to
Dr. K Vasuki IAS,
Secretary to Governor,
Lok Bhavan, Thiruvananthapuram
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NOTE
Sub:- IAS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post - Ev -ffycio -
H&FWD- Reg.

Please see the note received from Deputy Secretary &OSD, o/o
\7\‘-’&( Chief Secretary. In the note it has been informed that as per G.O(Ms)
No0.84/2025/GAD dated 13.06.2025, Govt have issued order, modifying
certain rules relating to the definition and allocation of disposal of
business in the Rules of Business of Government of Kerala with the
approval of Council of Ministers. The copy of facebook post of Shri.
[( \ Prasanth N IAS relating to the above Govt order has been enclosed for
13

perusal and necessary action.

2. The contents of the facebook posts could be edited/deleted.
Hence, as in an earlier file (AIS-A1/279/2024-GAD) which deals with
facebook/social media posts and interviews of Shri. Prasanth N IAS, the
copies of facebook posts related to the above Govt order may be
obtained from IGP, Cyber Operations through SPC for examining the

matter..

3. Vide minutes of CS in the note, draft letter to SPC put up for

approval.

M_ - A
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&n q\v‘% e | étt " ABH%?.,ASH. D.S

PEN:101081

(\ 2k Wt L ' Under Secretary to Govt.
P j’ 4/ G c?te?’al Admn. (AIS) Dept.
- C \/ > ( dA Government Secretariat
—

RAJESHGR
PEN NO.101147 :
 pDDIMIONAL SECRETARY TO GOVT.
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS)
GOVT. SECRETARIAT, VM
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4. Please see the note received from Deputy Secretary
&OSD, O/0 Chief Secretary. In the note it has been informed
that as per G.O(Ms) No0.84/2025/GAD dated 13.06.2025,
Govt have issued order, modifying certain rules relating to
the definition and allocation of disposal of business in the
Rules of Business of Government of Kerala with the approval
of Council of Ministers. The copy of facebook post of Shri.
Prasanth N IAS relating to the above Govt order has been

enclosed for perusal and necessary action.

5. The contents of the facebook posts could be
edited/deleted. Hence, as in an earlier file (AIS-
A1/279/2024-GAD) which deals with facebook/social media
posts and interviews of Shri. Prasanth N IAS, the soft copy of
facebook post was obtained from SP, Cyber Operations. The
printout of the soft copy of the post may be seen at P 13-50

CF.

6. In the post, the officer has attached copy of a news
articleg regarding amendment of Rules of Business. Shri.
Prasanth N IAS, through a Facebook post dated 13/06/2025,

criticized a policy decision of the Government to utilize the
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experience and services of retired officers for the welfare of
the State. The relevant statement is extracted below;

aleialleel 'aise eMoss] ' 9EEPNMIABE aldho AUBAN MICEHIRS
@pSIrunomEed MElEeSIM O aff Badloasid BTVGSOIR0d

OB B®@ YO@EBFIWIBEBo o ClTY agg@e MOSI M

£21QIM DABEDIJe HIREMo AR @RMOAUURYAIVI MIWAG 2IFQYe

alOQM  TUAEHIB  OEBPMTVOAR  @REIEI. WD GRIW®

adomlenwom  damugelwige qud@Id  eMGSOlBe8
mlalenoammmas .

As an IAS officer the above comments of the officer not only
defame the government but also the services of retired
officers. The post disparaged the said policy and implied mala
fide intentions behind the Government's decision, WHICH
AMOUNTS TO CRITICISM OF GOVERNMENT thereby
maligning both the image of the State Government and the

dignity of retired officers.

7. Government also noticed that the officer is
continuously  making  derogatory = comments  about
Government, even after he was placed under suspension for

misconduct of a similar nature. The officer ,by such social
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media posts, is undermining the administrative machinery
and tarnishing the reputation of Government among the
general public and is habitually violating the provisions of

AIS (Conduct ) Rules 1968.

8. Such an action of the officer will amount to the
| violation of Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x) and 7(i)

of the All India Service (Conduct) Rules 1968.

9. In the above circumstances, file may be submitted to
Hon’ble Chief Minister for orders on the further course of

action to be taken in the matter.

[}
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11. The Deputy Secretary &0OSD, O/o Chief Secretary had
informed that as per G.O(Ms) N0.84/2025/GAD dated 13.06.2025,
Govt have issued order, modifying certain rules relating to the
definition and allocation of disposal of business in the Rules of
Business of Government of Kerala with the approval of Council of
Ministers. A copy of facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS relating
to the above Govt order was enclosed for perusal and necessary
action. On prima facie examination of the post, it was notice{that
through the comments in facebook post dated 13.06.2025, the
officer not only defame the government but also the services of
retired officers. The post disparaged the Government policy and
implied mala fide intentions behind the Government's decision,
which amounts to criticism of Government thereby maligning both
the image of the State Government and the dignity of retired

officers.

12. As per. para 10 NF, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has
ordered to initiate disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
in this regard. The following charges may be framed against Shri.

Prasanth N IAS on the alleged misconduct.

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under
suspension, through a Facebook post dated 13/06/2025, criticized a
policy decision of the Government to utilize the experience and
services of retired officers for the welfare of the State. The post
disparaged the said policy and implied malafide intentions behind

the Government’s decision, which amounts to criticism of
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Government thereby maligning both the image of the State
Government and the dignity of retired officers.
Articles of Charge - I1

That, such statements and remarks from you against a
Government action, caused to create unwanted criticism of
Government in media, sending a wrong message to public that the
State Government have taken a wrong decision in the matter.
Articles of Charge - 111

That, your statements are prima facie found to be
unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of Indian
Administrative Service.

The above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of
Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x) and 7 (i) of the All India
Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action

against the officer.

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed
: against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

i Letter No.352/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025
of the Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber
Police Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala (along

with enclosures).

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed
against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1.  Shri. Arun Kumar S, Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala.
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13. As per Rule 8(4) of All India Services (Discipline &
Appeal Rule 1969 Where it is proposed to hold an inquiry against a
member of the Service under this rule and or rule 10, the

disciplinary authority shall draw up or caused to be drawn up—

(a)the substance of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour into definite and distinct articles of charge;

(b)a statement of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour in support of each article of charge, which
shall contain—

(c) a statement of all relevant facts including any admission or
confession made by the member of the Service;

(d) a list of documents by which, and a list of witness by whom
the articles of charge are proposed to be sustained

As per Rule 8(5)(a) of All India Services (Discipline & Appeal
Rule 1969)The disciplinary authority shall deliver or cause to be
delivered to the member of the Service a copy of the articles of
charge, the statement of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour and a list of documents and witnesses by which each

article of charge is proposed to be sustained.

14. In view of the above rule, file may be submitted to

Hon'ble Chief Minister:-

*‘"‘(‘hj'}?or the approval of the Articles of Charges as mentioned at

Para 12 above.

(b)If agreed with the above point, whether the Articles of
Charges (point (a) above)/ Statement of Imputations/ List of
documents / List of witnesses may be caused to be drawn up

and delivered to Shri.Prasanth N IAS, by Chief Secretary in
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accordance with Rule 8 (4) and 8(5)(a) of All India Services
(Discipline & Appeal Rule 1969 .
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16. Vide orders drafts of covering letter, AOC, SOI and other

documents put up for approval.
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19. The Deputy Se&etary &OSD, O/o Chief Secretary had
informed that as per G.O(Ms) N0.84/2025/GAD dated 13.06.2025,
Govt have issued order, modifying certain rules relating to the
definition and allocation of disposal of business in the Rules of
Business of Government of Kerala with the approval of Council of
Ministers. A copy of facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS relating
to the above Govt order was enclosed for perusal and necessary
action. On prima facie examination of the post, it was notice that
through the comments in facebook post dated 13.06.2025, the
officer not only defame the government but also the services of
retired officers. The post disparaged the Government policy and
implied mala fide intentions behind the Government's decision,
which amounts to criticism of Government thereby maligning both
the image of the State Government and the dignity of retired

officers.

20. As per para 10 NF, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has
ordered to initiate disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
in this regard. The following charges were framed against Shri.

Prasanth N IAS on the alleged misconduct.

Articles of Charge - I

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under
suspension, through a Facebook post dated 13/06/2025, criticized a
policy decision of the Government to utilize the experience and
services of retired officers for the welfare of the State. The post
disparaged the said policy and implied malafide intentions behind

the Government’s decision, which amounts to criticism of
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Government thereby maligning both the image of the State
Government and the dignity of retired officers.
Articles of Charge - 11

That, such statements and remarks from you against a
Government action, caused to create unwanted criticism of
Government in media, sending a wrong message to public that the
State Government have taken a wrong decision in the matter.
Articles of Charge - 111

That, your statements are prima facie found to be
unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of Indian
Administrative Service.

The above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of
Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x) and 7 (i) of the All India
Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action

against the officer.

21. The AOC and SOI were served to the officer which
was received by the officer on 26.11.2025. Shri. Prasanth N IAS
hasn’t furnished any written statement of defence. The time limit

for submitting wsd expired on 25.12.2025.
22. The Rule 8(6) of AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969 reads as;

8(6) (a) On receipt of the written statement of defence the
disciplinary authority may appoint, under sub-rule (2), an
inquiring authority for the purpose of inquiring into such of the
articles of charge as are not admitted and where all the articles of
charge have been admitted by the member of the Service in his
written statement of defence, the disciplinary authority shall record
its finding on each charge and shall act in the manner laid down in
rule 9.

v (9
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(b) If no written statement of defence is submitted by the member of
the Service, the disciplinary_authority may, if it considers it
necessary to do so, ap@m under sub-rule (2), an inquiring
authority for the purpose.

(c) Where the disciplinary authority appoints an inquiring
authority for holding an inquiry into such charge it may by an
order, appoint a Government servant or a legal practitioner, to be
known as the “Presenting Officer” to present on its behalf the case
in support of the articles of charge

Hence, if wsd is not submitted by the MoS, the DA may appoint 1A

and PO for conducting inquiry. A porel & aﬂ&d\_‘ _dﬁ, ,;&-,?Q/,/,a,-,,fq/
{-’my, @ as Jﬂzw'p‘j, Aufcaa.r‘ﬁ;, 24/ tﬂlaenﬁ'a; Offieer ad plecec! Fetoco.
§ = 23. File may be submitted to Hon’ble CM for orders.
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(b) If no written statement of defence is submitted by the member of
the Service, the disciplinar)&_authority may, if it considers it
necessary to do so, apQ)im under sub-rule (2), an inquiring
authority for the purpose.

(c) Where the disciplinary authority appoints an inquiring
authority for holding an inquiry into such charge it may by an
order, appoint a Government servant or a legal practitioner, to be
known as the “Presenting Officer” to present on its behalf the case
in support of the articles of charge

Hence, if wsd is not submitted by the MoS, the DA may appoint 1A

and PO for conducting inquiry. # Pponel a'{ offrcers -d-sﬁ» Gek? & ppoirte/
frﬂ?’ @ as Janzun'ﬁf/ Aa%ﬁ,;ﬁ, 247 ﬁae»ﬁ'n; aﬂr'td.. py, ploceo! Felocd .
' 23. File may be submitted to Hon’ble CM for orders.
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3 GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/366/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir, )
Sub:- IES) — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post - geg .
Ref:- Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS dated 11.06.2025.

I am directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed Facebook
Ke. onlise. ~SBile pubsylue 1 SHeccan Aedale]
post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS along %Vlt comments and sub- commentsAand

furnish a soft copy of the same, urgently to Government, uz?ng ;

Encl: As above

Yours faithfully,
| e s
o f T -
Approved for issue, ‘dg /da-lo

Section Officer.

Copy to:
The Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations,
Cyber Division Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/314/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 08.10.2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir,
Sub:- AIS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post - Reg
Ref:- Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS dated 11.06.2025.

I am directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed Facebook
post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS along with comments and sub-comments and
copy of the online article published in Deccan Herald and furnish a soft copy

of the same to Government, urgently.

Encl: As above

Yours faithfully,

Rajesh G R,

Additional Secretary,

For Chief Secretary to Government.

Approved for issue,

S

Section Officer.

Sy Copy to:

The Superintendent of Police,

Cyber Operations, Cyber Division Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram.



No.3s9/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops /2025
Office of the Superintendent of Police
Cyber Operations,

Cyber Police Headquarters, PHQ,
Thiruvananthapuram

Date: 13/10/2025

From

Superintendent of Police
Cyber Operations

Cyber Police Headquarters,
Police Headquarters, Kerala

The Chief Secretary to Government

(Through proper channel)
Sir,

Sub: Shri. Prasanth N IAS- digital copies of Facebook post and associated
comments submitting off:-

Ref: No. AIS-A1/314/2025/GAD Dt: 08-10-2025.

As per the subject and references cited above, soft copy of the Facebook
post by Shri Prasanth N. IAS, dated 11-06-2025 along with the associated
comments and sub-comments collected through OSINT tools is submitted for

further action.
SL Social
No Date Media URL

Platform

https:/ /www.facebook.com/prasanthn/po

et sts/pfbidOSmvAfCSJgnPwZi3Y{Wo4wRohb
1| 11-06-2025 | Facebook W 5 D72 07SEbywvew X GAwSe348
KXCHAytvl

Yours faithfully

»

8

= &\

g2 )2

= 2 S e

a < o :

2 \Q% Deputy Superintendent of Police
(-9 N

(For Superintendent of Police)
e Cyber Operations

Encl: DVD-1
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/314/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 08.10.2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir, h
Sub:- AIS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post - Reg
Ref:- Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS dated 11.06.2025.

I am directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed Facebook
post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS along with comments and sub-comments and

copy of the online article published in Deccan Herald and furnish a soft copy

of the same to Government, urgently.

Encl: As above

Yours faithfully,

Rajesh G R,

Additional Secretary,

For Chief Secretary to Government.

Approved for issue,

, Section Officer.
Copy to:
The Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations, Cyber Division Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram.
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From your messages.

. Prasanth N @ eee X
NJun -

In my article | have urged the police to file an FIR,
disregarding the illegal directive from the Chief
Secretary, Dr. Jayathilak. The Supreme Court and BNSS
is much above illegal directives of a bureaucrat.

Update: happy to note that the FIR has been filed
finally. Congratulations to the police officers who finally
registered the crime.

deccanherald.com

Maritime Disasters & Indian Law: Why Filing an FIR Is
Essential After Ship Accidents
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Lost at Sea, And in Law | Th
dangerous precedent of waiving
FIRs

If we set a precedent that FIRs can be
waived based on informal ‘consensus),
what happens during the next disaster?
What happens when it's not cargo

containers washing ashore — but human
casualties?

ﬂ Prasanth Nair
Last Updated : 11 June 2025, 10:09 IST
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Prasanth's Post X

Uﬂé

In my article | have urged the police to file an FIR. disregarding the illegal directive from the Chief

Secretary, Dr. Jayathilak. The Supreme Court and BNSS is much above illegal directives of a
bureaucrat.

Update: happy to note that the FIR has been filed finally. Congratulations to the police officers who
finally registered the crime.

DECCANHERALD.COM
Maritime Disasters & Indian Law: Why Filing an FIR Is Essential After Ship Accidents

OO0 Vysakh Vijayakumar and 619 others 73 comments 26 shares

[ﬁ Like O Comment d) Share

All comments w

Baiju Swamy - Follow

ab‘j:)mgo af)MON QN ENPEL XNI2j0BLI0a 2], 63@) FIR Do
@RAEMIHEMNYENSIEKD LIEI06)XD af)eBE1ENM OGRS 6xx0 o
BB ST @XM, EXT) (U0 24BaJOUB af)MEN)

al@NENOBOW @O Galdelo B@) allal EXTVEHSE6) DIBLID af)TT)

ATONAR  _OAOTAYR AT O



Prasanth's Post 4

DECCANHERALD.LOM
Maritime Disasters & Indian Law: Why Filing an FIR Is Essential After Ship Accidents

Q0 Vysakh Vijayakumar and 619 others 73 comments 26 sharest

[]b Like Q Comment A) Share

All comments =

Baiju Swamy - Follow

6T0Mo afINO 21N ENYE 6XU240BLI0aN 2], 630) FIR Do
@RBMIAHEMNENSIEXD) IIEXD fIBEIEXT) WIBAE 6300
EXNBaYONBIY ST @XOYODT. EBF (WS 2JBGOUB Ay TIEX)
ANEN®BOW @ GaldLo @) 2 lall TVBSIE6) ORIBLID g
BT3B BYPTONB @B

7w

A Author

Prasanth N ©
Baiju Swamy @RQOTIOXMOGEMO @RED0X)...

17w Like Reply 158

Subash Mathews - Follow

Baiju Swamy 0 o j(Tdho HEN2MB 63(0) o IOT0) Gl af)Esle)o
UOQANHN . G} (W] EHBBUXE @ONIRYOS BIHUWSG3 o) R0NQ
aRIRBOTNTION Dotffla¥l S} BEIVISO a@IBIH. 1663 O3 WajdrB
G l0BSIUNT 6XN BDOBBa12) BHESOTNMION @OUSIM
UBBDNWINYTIT) QYONOB @Y} (UBaHEDID) B3 BIMNIBB @RI,

@Yo SHIMYo MOFYRILY CEEMBNNESW0 HalBRURBROSD}0
BN @EI NI 6(0) (UBB2U@)o HANBOVSNSIE! a1
(Tya¥So.




Prasanth's Post X

7w Like Reply 20

. Sunukumar Purushothaman - Follow
Baiju Swamy d1@SENEM) d$1SIEMUUE 2NEIB 6)nlISEXT) GalleR)
@RE MR H6)0!

16w Like Reply

e, Reply to Baiju Swamy... e 0O m @

Dhanesh G Nair
Thank you Sir for standing up ..

Superb Article & & &

Well said, the decision not to register a FIR was “Both perilous and precedent-setting.”
NB: I've learned a new Adjective PERILOUS = DANGEROUS

7w Llike Reply 4O

Prasanth Parameswaran

In the larger picture everything | do is always in the interest of the state. | wake up each
day so that | can work hard and pay taxes. Any unintentional damage that | may commit
while undertaking the noble endeavour of paying taxes should therefore be pardoned
by the government. | will settle all issues amicably in 30 years.

17w Like Reply -

Menon Ambili Kannan
A Narrow Escape — The Day a Boeing-747 Landed at Tambaram!!!

Training days with the Indian Air Force are a mix of pleasant surprises, tough lessons,
and completely unexpected events. You never know what the next moment might bring.

On 02 June 1997, we woke up at Rajaji Billets, Mechanical Training Institute (MTI),
Tambaram, and went about our usual routine — breakfast. morning roll call, and then
marching toward 4(T) Squadron for our flight classes. As we neared the Main Guard
Room, something unusual caught our attention.

A huge aircraft was circling the runway — not an uncommon sight, as aircraft
sometimes loitered overhead when Meenambakkam (Madras) Airport denied them
immediate landing clearance. But this time was different.

After two rounds, the "Big Bird" — a Saudia Arabian Boeing-747 — began descending.
preparing to land. Suddenly, red cartridges were fired by the Air Traffic Controller at

Tamhaoram __ a Aloar cinnal Adamana landinn narmiccian Rt e than tha sircraft wiac tan
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Prasanth's Post

while undertaking the noble endeavour of paying taxes should therefore be pardoned
by the government. | will settle all issues amicably in 30 years.

17w Like Reply

Menon Ambili Kannan
A Narrow Escape — The Day a Boeing-747 Landed at Tambaram!!!

Training days with the Indian Air Force are a mix of pleasant surprises, tough lessons,
and completely unexpected events. You never know what the next moment might bring.

On 02 June 1997, we woke up at Rajaji Billets, Mechanical Training Institute (MTI),
Tambaram, and went about our usual routine — breakfast, morning roll call, and then
marching toward 4(T) Squadron for our flight classes. As we neared the Main Guard
Room, something unusual caught our attention.

A huge aircraft was circling the runway — not an uncommon sight, as aircraft
sometimes loitered overhead when Meenambakkam (Madras) Airport denied them
immediate landing clearance. But this time was different.

After two rounds, the "Big Bird" — a Saudia Arabian Boeing-747 — began descending,
preparing to land. Suddenly, red cartridges were fired by the Air Traffic Controller at
Tambaram — a dlear signal denying landing permission. But by then, the aircraft was too
low to abort the landing.

With a thunderous thud, the massive four-engine aircraft touched down halfway down
the 4,763-feet-long runway — far too short for a Boeing-747, which typically needs at
least 8,000 feet for a safe landing.

Our Class-B of ATT -25 (Engine) was marching just behind Class-C of my entry, right
near the runway end. In front of us, the giant aircraft thundered down the strip —
heading straight toward us at frightening speed. For a terrifying moment. we truly
believed death was rushing at us.

Then — with a screech and a doud of smoke — the aircraft came to a halt, mere meters
away. Four front tires had burst, and the metal rims had gouged deep scars into the
runway. Crash Fire Tenders (CFT) and ground crews rushed in, prepared for the worst.
Thankfully, the aircraft didn't catch fire despite the emergency braking and intense
friction.

Due to time constraints, we had to proceed to our classes. Later, we learned the
passengers and crew were all safe — though trapped inside for hours because no
Boeing-747-sized ladders were available at the Air Force Station. Ladders were
eventually sourced from Meenambakkam Airport.

As we retumned to our billets that evening, we saw passengers finally deboarding the
aircraft. Having grown up in a small town, | always imagined only “Gori Madams” and
“Smart Gentlemen” flew in airplanes. But those who stepped out after the 5-hour ordeal
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aircraft. Having grown up in a small town, | always imagined only “Gori Madams” and
“Smart Gentlemen” flew in airplanes. But those who stepped out after the 5-hour ordeal
— sweating in the heat after the air conditioning failed — looked just like us. Some
wore lungis and chappals, some women were in burqas, and crying infants were in their
mothers’ arms. Not at all the image | had in mind!

So what went wrong? Due to radar failure at Meenambakkam and a communication
error with ATC, the pilot mistakenly identified the Tambaram Air Force Runway as the
civilian runway. By the time red flares were fired, it was too late to pull up.

Three options were considered for what to do with the stranded jet:
1. Declare the aircraft as scrap.

2. Dismantle and transport it to Madras Airport.

3. Lighten the aircraft and attempt a takeoff from the short runway.

After consulting with the DGCA, Saudi Airlines, and Boeing engineers, they chose the
most daring option — a short takeoff. Everything non-essential, including the air
conditioning system, was stripped. Fuel was kept to a bare minimum, just enough to
cover the 6 nautical miles to Meenambakkam.

Enter Captain Jam Joom, one of the most experienced Boeing-747 pilots.

On 05 June 1997, the attempt was made. We were evacuated from our billets for safety.
The aircraft was aligned on the runway facing east. waiting for favorable winds.
Journalists and camera crews were present, anticipation was high, and our hearts were
pounding.

At 16:48 hrs, the mighty Boeing-747 roared to life. With remarkable precision and nerve,
Captain Jam Joom took off using just 3,960 feet of runway — a feat that was nothing
short of miraculous. The “Big Bird” soared back into the sky, where it belonged.

It was a Bollywood-style ending — dramatic, tense, and triumphant.
But the story didn't end there.

The Indian Air Force imposed a hefty penalty of 31 Crore (approximate) on Saudi
Arabian Airlines for unauthorized landing and parking.

This incident remains etched in my memory — a reminder of how, in the Air Force,
extraordinary events can unfold on the most ordinary of days.

( Air Veteran Vinay Singh Bais)
Class-B, ATT-25 (Mar 1996-Mar 1998)
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Prasanth’s Post

16w Like Reply

Geo Joseph
Bro Kindly what's real conspiracy and intention behind of this often ship accidents ?

6w Like Reply

Wilfred Alexander
All ship acadents should be required FIR for both parties getting claims from Insurance.
Wonder why do delayed for file FIR!

7w  Like Reply 30

Q # Author

Wilfred Alexander delay in filing a FIR is an motor vehicle accident helps one party
or the other. Similarly, the question is who is favoured by this delay here? And why
did the Chief Secretary go the extra mile to facilitate such an illegality.

17w Like Reply Edited 150

< Jovy Daniel
Prasanth N The Chief Secretary’s inaction appears to have been influenced
by directives from higher authorities, reportedly advising him to delay any
action until the unofficial deal with Adani-MSC was finalized. This has now
triggered widespread public outcry and raised serious concerns about the
Kerala Government's vested interests. Historically, the Left government's
responses in similar situations have exhibited a consistent pattern of delayed
action — initially resisting or boycotting necessary interventions, only to
acknowledge and accept them years later, often under sustained public or
legal pressure. In the present case, the absence of a formal FIR means that
third-party and environmental damage daims cannot be effectively pursued.
Without it, the matter risks being reduced to a straightforward property
damage claim against the vessel and its cargo, thereby limiting
accountability. It also raises the critical legal question of whether this delay
could jeopardize the admissibility of third-party claims in maritime court
proceedings at a later stage — a lapse that could be construed as willful
negligence on the part of the Chief Secretary.

17w Like Reply

a Jovy Daniel
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16w Like Reply 200

§  Wifred Alexander
Prasanth N may be the third party is not well aware of this clause written on

cargo manifest or BLs

16w Like Reply
{4 ' Vijayakumar Kannavathu T
Jovy Daniel 24/5/2025 @3 MSOM crime GalOLNTL @R(TIAQNATXD)
11/6/2025 ©2JQH6) BUdaHo 1.11 @RYEMNE(D)...! FIR (aldhO@o0...

16w Like Reply
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Sunukumar Purushothaman - Follow

Wilfred Alexander some fools in the governments thinks that MSC is paying ..
there i1s insurance company to take care of such things .. they dont watn to make
MSC unhappy @!!!

6w Like Reply Edited Q)

Godly Shalom Kc
honestly, though | am an infant in terms of legal procedures, when i read that the
government decided not to file a case against the ship liner "aiting the firm's
‘patronisation’ of the Vizhinjam International Seaport™ | was wondering how such
decision can be taken.. That means if you are good to the government. you can do
anything in the land.. come on.. common sense is sufficient to take a call..

17w Like Reply ] b

Saritha Surendranathan Sravan
No wonder that he prefers to keep you away g

17w Like Reply 5".'%9

. A Author
Prasanth N ©

Saritha Surendranathan Sravan if inside | put these things on file 2,
17w Like Repiy Q2

. Beena Kumari
Prasanth N Yeah.... That's why your weren't suspension wasn't called off...
He doesn’t approve or apprecate you..
Will do it only if you dance to his tunes...

17w Like Reply
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Maneesh Krishnan . .

BHEXTVSYONDY.. " (Vig]” BTSN BLHEXTUSYTTY).

0D BBV af)SYO10) FIR EDSITB @G oBEXDOEOR03MSHE)0
RDEC0UTHA0QS 630) @RAMIaHEMo MSOS XS 1NN BUS

GUDEUD NHEE Y1), BIVEIOEXD) af)EBBEXT) 63(0) @RBMIGHEM (TUC L IENTIT)
MNEQOUTHEN0. BNUDYES DOTXXUUSNDTIo af)TTNYo.

17w  Like Reply +©

o £ Author

Prasanth N @
Maneesh Krishnan yes bro! It's basic common sense.

17w Like Reply
e, Reply to Maneesh Krishnan... 0P ®

Shinu Balachandran

ONOMBEN2] D GREILINNGE NNBYMOIW 6@} (U BTN

(TVOMUAM 1248 J0UT BBTYEIW] MBATOS) BalidheMEBMM)o BaldWOITS M)

@1ONQN@3 @rr&ﬂdgrxﬁrm (Brlo (UEBE16)2JS) X0 af)lTM)o @RI aOGTIDY.
af)TO)EIB0ENE UXUENBERNB0) @0D) 6)2IYMTIES aflINNT) GROUEXT

BRORYDESYDTTI| af) Mo alOGIDI0Y.

16w Like Reply 30

Q & Author

Shinu Balachandran o1 {loU} GREULIQNGE OIS af)2INUBH)0
@RI IR IAETNE. MR NNGAIBSONBEH0

GBI dHIBBHEN EO@Y12RNES (TV)(nt o BHHISOY] m&;@go
MOMO@Y 0.

16w Like Reply «Q

‘B Shinu Balachandran
Prasanth N 00013 amnm)ps )G OB
Mﬂnxﬁgma’m @mogoem af)1B6X0) (MYaNIOTNOW (L §BO7).
oA @RONMEE (NN af)ONTIESLN0 BMBaNBEDAANG
GOUEMSDE: (0D @RNUNGEN) BaDOENE (MXTLKE T3 X0

16w Like Reply O



Karthik Mohan Panicker

Superb article sir.. Being in maritime sector for last 8 years, i cant believe our state
government response to msc elsa 3 acadent.. All around the world martime accdent are
initialy treated as criminal offence.. Local and national authorities will register cases and
even keep the ships crew in jail or house arrest until the case is finished.. They will
investigate and make sure that those who are responsible for the acadent will be
punished. But our goverment is keen on getting compenstaion without investigation
feels sketchy. The damage it could make on marine ecosystem is huge. We might not
feel the impact now but later it will be visible. And our shipping minstry’s silence to this
inadent is also a concerning thing.

17w Like Reply Qs

@ Venugopal Venu
Karthik Mohan Panicker Being a person from maritime sector, try to enquire from

people in merchant navy, they'll whisper that this company msc are Don's in this
sector and they cannot be touched

17w Like Reply

G

@ Karthik Mohan Panicker

Venugopal Venu i am a merchant navy officer(engineering ) and i know very
well know about msc. Even if they are “don”of shipping that doesn’t mean
they are above the law..

16w Like Reply
@ Venugopal Venu
Karthik Mohan Panicker nobody is above maritime rule but still you

remember the two fishermen shot dead from Kerala. So you do agree that
you're aware of this crooks

16w Like Reply



K Raman Vadakkeveetil

Prasanth Bro has explained the issue in detail and is very helpful to the readers. The
filing of FIR is very much needed to establish the liability of the claim, otherwise as he
said, the amount of insurance claims will be reduced to a lot.

16w Like Reply ()
Pallab Mondal

sir your article on upsc age is very good..you have suggested the maximum age 50

17w Like Reply o

Roy Thomas

EDDOXOONDD 63(0) BMOS )P af)YITXD) @R2NTYBOEN). ST EXUOYEND)
aff)®)07) LDis @S] eMBEODES OFBIOD)d: )M @ 011003
@I0BELTUOUIOMET EXDBIXV0 G(D) file af) EXDG0 department. law DUBERIOS
HANS ,BN@BIMo af)S)HONIMSBOEES

17w Like Reply ] b )

. # Author
Roy Thomas (1@ANN@)ELAOW (MGEGUDEBRUE LBy (] VDo
OLINB HaNUI@B @631 6)XHIS)dB)0. BRMO RO OIS 1dh
17w Like Reply 503

s Roy Thomas .
Prasanth N @RS)(OT0) E:0LK010) 60006 AMALI0H6ND 630} 0040
@REM E0T).Lnkffo HENROWIDD ED Galg |3 nf)Baj0UB
GOAMORES IR0 1T BHBWI0.WIEXNND) GdaHlgPo EII0 EXD.

16w Like Reply O
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Thampachi Vinodh - Follow

HSLIRQOWR)M) OAQNS ...

MOS80 afISIHNM R@) 2lNal HOVEST HENBINNE: af)0MND) AREXTIOD)
6L DTN HO)0 BOLIEBIDBIAT] - EXTVESTE6) B3 1@1S0)o

17w Like Reply 08

Jayaram Rajesh lyer

The junsdiction of a coastal state is limited to 12 nautical miles from the shore. From 12
-24 Nm, it is the Contiguous zone. MSC Elsa 3 sank 38 nautical miles away from the
shore, which falls beyond these limits. The exemption is only for special cases like crimes
committed onboard. Does the incident fall under this exemption? Isn't this a hurdle in
filing an FIR?

16w Like Reply Edited O

o # Author

Eyarim Rajesh lyer plz read Section 4 of BNS property.

6w Like Reply o
e Reply to Jayaram Rajesh lyer... THORCNTRY,
Nandakumar Vattekkat

It appears to be a willful negligence.... Or willful ignorance of law???
Also no legal opinion from the department???

7w Like Reply (b

)‘ Author

Prasanth N ©

Nandakumar Vattekkat what i understand is that the home department and law
department were not consulted before he issued that illegal directive. Dr.
Jayathilak. as always doesn't seem to believe in the Rules of Business 3

16w Like Reply tQes
. Nandakumar Vattekkat
Prasanth N very strange.
| have seen govt working in close quarters and can tell that if this kind of
thing had been proposed / recommended by JS, or Under Secretary level,
definitely questions would have been raised then and there and here, all are
keeping quiet. Very very strange...

16w Like Reply o



‘i

Arun Kr
SUGGESTIONS REGARDING - "*"Police Reforms IN INDIAN UNION """ - 2 @ 8313

1. POLICE REFORMS - should start from "SELECTION PROCESS OF POLICE ITSELF * and
...and not from TRAINING or DURING TRAINING OR AFTER SELECTION.”

--- Usually, whenever POLICE ATROCITIES happen - all Media, all Self declared
intellectuals, Retired Police Officers, Politicians - debate together about POLICE NEEDS
BETTER TRAINING. ! ...IT'S AN ABSOLUTE FRAUD......

----- SELECTION TO POLICE FORCE should be Absolutely handed over to - DEFENCE
SELECTION PROCESS BOARDS --- LET THEM COME THROUGH S.S.B SELECTION
PROCESS- AND GET APPOINTED NOT BY STATE PSC BUT, through HON'BLE PRESIDENT
OF INDIA and GOVERNOR of state.

2. End Communal reservations in Police- it effects CALIBER, COMPETENCE, EFFICIENCY,
INTELLIGENCE, 1Q of Police. It is a 100 % fact.

3. POLICE SELECTION should not be for filling CASTE/ RELIGIOUS vacancy -- AS POLICE
AGENCY IS NOT A FORCE TO SHOW CASTE/ RELIGIOUS REPRESENTATION- IT IS AN
ELITE OCCUPATION - SOMETHING TO BE DONE WITH - INTEREST and DEDICATION- -
Currently Police SELECTION is like -- X number of General caste, y number OBC, z
number Muslims, A number Viswakarma, C number PULAYA etc...etc....- Police force
selection should be Absolutely based on MERIT and INTELLIGENCE. AND NOT FOR
FILLING caste/religious VACANCY. LIKE, if ARMY has 1000 vacancies in NDA or IMA or
AFA or NA - However, they never fill these vacancies for any type of representations -
they select only the best Candidates 4 in ARMY- that is if they don't find eligible
candidates- their vacancy filling might be 346 or 492 etc....rest they leave blank. Because
they look for a few qualities in a DEFENSE FORCE OFFICER, IF they don't find candidates
with those qualities, they leave the VACANCIES VACANT. The same should be the
process of selection in POLICE AGENCIES - THE SELECTION PROCESS and SELECTION
BOARDS SHOULD LOOK FOR --"* THAT PARTICULAR QUALITIES™ - WHILE SELECTION.
4. Police should be divided into 3 independent "AGENCIES™ - and not
DEPARTMENT........... POLICE should not be a mere DEPARTMENT- it should be an
AGENCY.

A). GENERAL POLICING AGENCY.
2). CRIME and CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY,
3). ANTI - CORRUPTION and INTELLIGENCE AGENCY.

WITH - 3 different uniforms, 3 salary structure, 3 different TRAINING , no inter - agency
transfer etc.- all three agencies fully independent from each other, with 3 DGP 's, All

three agencies under GOVERNOR.
L Fetahlichmant of - ""“P AP A - PO ICF ATROCITIFS and PLINISHMFENT ALITHORITY
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A). GENERAL POLICING AGENCY. |
2). CRIME and CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY,
3). ANTI - CORRUPTION and INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. !

WITH - 3 different uniforms, 3 salary structure, 3 different TRAINING , no inter - agency
transfer etc.- all three agencies fully independent from each other, with 3 DGP 's, All
three agencies under GOVERNOR.

5. Establishment of - """P.A.P.A - POLICE ATROCITIES and PUNISHMENT AUTHORITY
COURT™ - Special Court under a Senior HIGH COURT JUDGE - to punish / terminate the
guilty police officials- including IPS OFFICERS. POLICE COMPLAINT AUTHORITY IS A
TOTAL FAILURE - WORKING UNDER POLITICIANS PRESSURE.

6. ""COURT MARSHALL " SYSTEM in POLICE SYSTEM.

7. Establishment of NEW POLICE FORCE UNDER HIGH COURTS OF STATE - FOR
INVESTIGATION. SOLE AUTHORITY OF THIS FORCE UNDER HIGH COURT CHIEF
JUSTICE.A police force fully trained under the court - free from any External influence.
8. Just like "DEFENSE SECRETARY"" - Every state should have a POLICE SECRETARY -
appointed by the GOVERNOR on TOP OF POLICE DEPARTMENT/AGENCY - AN IAS
OFFICER - to Strictly "“Control and Criticize and too to advocate 1
punishment/termination of guilty Police officials. " THIS POST SHOULD BE MORE
POWERFUL THAN D.G.P. of the state and have Control on the Police Agendies.D.G.P
should be below to this post in POWER - DGP should be taking orders from this
SECRETARY POST - DGP WILL BE INCAPABLE TO QUESTION POLICE SECRETARY'S
ORDERS.

9. Police officers , including IPS officers, should be provided with "RATING CARDS"" of
EFHCIENCY and COMPETENCE " - APPRAISAL SYSTEM - and should be informed
through media. Let public know their Protectors CAPABILITIES.

10. Any ATROCITIES or CORRUPTION or FRAUD done by an employee of ANY
Department - the First CULPRIT should be the MINISTER OF THAT DEPARTMENT THE
MINISTER WILL /SHOULD BE THE FIRST RESPONSIBLE TO ANSWER THE COURT. HIS/
HER LAWYER OR HE/SHE DIRECTLY SHOULD BE PRESENT IN COURT.- HE/SHE CAN'T BE
AWAY FROM RESPONSIBILITY.

11. Selection to POLICE FORCE SHOULD BE SAME AS AGNIVEER - 4 YEARS SERVICE
ONLY. IF FOUND EFFICIENT - HE/SHE WILL BE APPOINTED ON *“EVERY YEAR
APPRAISAL and PROBATION *" BASIS.

12. Punishment of POLICEMEN/ OFFICERS, never lows the MORALE OF POLICE FORCE -
BECAUSE, POLICE SHOULD NOT SHOW MORALE ON - KILLING PUBLIC, OR FORGING
FRAUD / KALLA CASES AGAINST PUBLIC etc..etc....POLICE SHOULD SHOW THEIR
MORALE IN INVESTIGATIONS - Otherwise Public will SHOUT - CBI, CBI, CBl, - Although
CBI also sometimes fails/demoralizes the public in solving cases due to Political
Interference.

13.

NN
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13. ""CONSCIENCE ORDER cum RIGHTEOUS ORDER REGISTRAR " in POLICE
DEPARTMENT to DIS-OBEY SENIOR OFFICIAL ORDER, POLITICIANS ORDER,
MINISTER'S ORDER, LOCAL SECRETARY'S ORDER, LOCAL GUNDA'S ORDER - TO
PROTECT THE POLICE MANS JOB. THAT IS, if a Politician or Minister or Senior
Police Officer - IPS, or LOCAL COMMITTEE SECRETARY is advising a Junior Police
officer - ""GO TO X AREA Catch Y in ""FARGY / FALSE/ KALLACASE - put him in
Custody and kill him™” ...The sincere junior officer should have the right to
DISOBEY THIS ORDER BY WRITING IT IN - ""C.O cum R.A. REGISTRAR *.

14. THE ABOVE ""C.O cum R.A. REGISTRAR " is needed in all DEPARTMENTS-
INCLUDING PRIVATE SECTOR, MEDIA, etc...etc...

15. All Police officials including , CONSTABLES [CIVIL POLICE OFHICERS] should get
3 MONTHS ADDITIONAL OFFICERS TRAINING . SO TRAING SHOULD BES + 3
MONTHS.

16. Before, SELECTION to POUICE AGENCY - BACKGROUND CHECK SHOULD BE A
MUST - that is family status - because, in most cases BUTCHER'S SON, GUNDAS
SON, SON OF HOTEL OWNER SELLING DECAYED FOOD, SON OF GUNDA/
MURDERER POLITICAL PARTY WORKERS , SON OF A LABOUR ENGAGED IN
NOOKU KOOLI, SON OF ILLICIT TODDY SELLER, SON OF QUARRY OWNER,
etc...etc...--- Getting SELECTED to POLICE DEPARTMENT/ POLICE AGENCY can
DEFINITELY DETERIORATE the CALIBER OF POLICEMEN POLICE OFFICERS , EVEN
DEMORALIZE THE SINCERE POLICE OFFICERS FOR PERFORMING DUTIES.

So Police selection should be Absolutely BASED ON MERIT AND COMPETENCE
AND 1Q and not to fill VACANCIES and CREATE POLICE GUNDAS - POLICE
CRIMINALS.

POLICE SHOULD SHOW MORALE IN INVESTIGATIONS and SOLVING CRIME, just
like the DYSP - who solved ABHAYA CASE - A CASE WHERE POLITICAL PRESSURE,
DEATH THREAT, GREED , CORRUPTION, all was engaged- but, he boldly solved the
case without running away from THREATS, OF FALLING INTO ANY GREED.

17. Police officials should have every year probation system.

18. POLICE is not a UNION OF LABORS nor A BUSINESS ORGANIZATION - SO
POLICE ASSOCIATION and POLICE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES should be BANNED.

19. POLICE SHOULD NOT BE UNDER DEPARTMENT CATEGORY- IT SHOULD BE
UNDER - **AGENCY ACT"" - THAT IS NON - PERMANENT JOB - AN OCCUPATION
THAT ALWAYS WILL HAVE THE THREAT OF ANYTIME TERMINATION AT ANY POINT
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17. Police officials should have every year probation system.

18. POLICE 1s not a UNION OF LABORS nor A BUSINESS ORGANIZATION - SO
POLICE ASSOCIATION and POLICE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES should be BANNED.

19. POLICE SHOULD NOT BE UNDER DEPARTMENT CATEGORY- IT SHOULD BE
UNDER - ""AGENCY ACT™ - THAT IS NON - PERMANENT JOB - AN OCCUPATION
THAT ALWAYS WILL HAVE THE THREAT OF ANYTIME TERMINATION AT ANY POINT
OF TIME - THIS RULE WILL MAKE THE POLICE AGENCIES PERFECT IN THEIR WORK
and BEHAVIOR.

20. "*"Capital Punishment"™"- to those Police Officers who try to destroy/ruin the
life of citizens by FORGING PSUEDO/KALLA case against CITIZENS- BY the advice
of POUTICIANS, OR ADVICE from Senior Officers or by their own ENVY and EGO
etc....

21. The Public of India supports the DEFENSE FORCES of INDIA WITHOUT CASTE
OR RELIGION- NOR THE PUBLIC of India ever screams for COMMUNAL
RESERVATIONS IN DEFENCE FORCES- ISN'TIT ?

THAT IS THE PUBLIC of India needs the best Candidates to become officers in
DEFENCE and protect their Borders, fly Sukhoi 30, fly Rafael, Captain AN Aircraft
Camer, Dnive Arjun Battle Tank. Kill Terronits etc.....

But, the same PUBLIC when it comes to Selecting POLICE OFFICERS, TEACHER,
JUDGE, DOCTORS - SCREAM THAT IT SHOULD BE SELECTED BASED ON UNDER
COMMUNAL RESERVATIONS, CASTE RESERVATIONS etc.....

Now the question is? - The public of India want's the best person to guard their
borders - but, want an IDIOT, BLUNT, CRIMINAL CORRUPT, EGOISTIC, FRAUD,
POLITICAL SLAVE POLICE OFFICER TO PROTECT HIS WEALTH, INVESTIGATE A
MURDER CASE, HANDLE GUNDAS and CRIMINALS etc.....

Why can't Police selection be also free from - Communal reservations etc - so that
we get the best Police Officers to guard our wealth and investigate crime and
suppress gundas and criminals.And too who treat public with RESPECT.

These are only a few suggestions. But, what ever it is - ""POLICE CAN BE
CORRECTED ONLY FROM THE TIME OF SELECTION PROCESS and NOT BY
TRAINING "™ ....TRAINING WILL NEVER CHANGE A "“CRIMINAL or FRAUD or
CORRUPT CANDIDATE ** --- who had joined POLICE FORCE. --- TRAINING
ACTUALLY ENHANCES A CRIMINAL MINDED POLICE OFFICIALS CAPACITY TO DO
CRIME INTELLIGENTLY, INTELLIGENTLY MOVE OUT FROM DOING CRIME,
ENHANCES - CALIBER Q. INNOVATIVE IDEAS TO DO MORE CRIME and
ATROCITIES. AS HE /SHE GETS BACKING FROM CORRUPT, FRAUD, CRIMINAL IPS
OFFICERS, AND POLITICIANS ALSO. ACTUALLY THE POLITICIANS OF INDIA are in
SEARCH OF THESE TYPE OF CRIMINAL POUCE OFFICIALS- LET it be even a LOW
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OFFICERS, AND POLITICIANS ALSO. ACTUALLY THE POLITICIANS OF INDIA are in
SEARCH OF THESE TYPE OF CRIMINAL POLICE OFFICIALS- LET it be even a LOW
PROFILE POLICE CONSTABLE.

SO FOCUS ON ""RIGHT WAY OF SELECTION METHOD™"....

After Selecting a Cniminal or Gunda as a Police officer- you can never correct him -
AS POLITICIANS OF INDIA ARE ALWAYS IN SEARCH OF THESE TYPE OF POLICE
OFFICERS - SO THESE POLITICIANS WILL ALWAYS BE SUPPORTING and
PROTECTING THEM...

22. Why Police, especially Kerala Police doesn't have a - ""GUNDA / CRIMINAL
ENCOUNTER WING"" - MAY be if they have such a wing - """THEY WILL HAVE TO
SHOOT EACH OTHER™™...

23. The same should be APPLICABLE TO MVD ALSO ( MOTOR VEHICLE
DEPARTMENT) and EXCISE DEPARTMENT ALSO - THEY ARE ALSO CORRUPT,
GUNDAS etc...who have a REVENGE MENTALITY. THE main difference between
police and the above DEPARTMENT is - MVD can't take a Gitizen in Custody and
Kill.

24, Why 99 % POLITICIANS are SCARED to take STRINGENT ACTIONS ACTION
POLICEMEN/POLICE OFFICERS/ IPS OFFICERS ? Because 99% POLICEMEN/ POLICE
OFFICERS and IPS OFFICERS - are ""“CONFIDENTIAL ASSISTANTS™""- OF THE
POLITICIANS. - THESE POLICE OFFICIALS FROM C.P.O to D.G.P know what are the -
CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES, GUNDA ACTIVITIES, BUSINESS ACTIVITIES, SMUGGLINGS,
SEX SCANDALS, MAFIA RELATIONSHIPS %! - of THESE POLITICIANS. - AND TOO
MANY POLICE OFFICIALS are STAKE HOLDERS and PARTNERS WITH THESE
POLITICIANS IN ALL ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES - IN A WAY BOTH ARE " MUTUALLY
DETERRENT and MUTUALLY OBLIGATED / INDEBTED™™" TO each other. So
politicians never touch such Departments, which are IN ALL WAYS are either
THREAT or are USEFUL to them. That's why -POLICE, M.V.D, EXCISE OFFICIALS
ATROCITIES OCCUR FREQUENTLY - but, actions are suppressed by stating - *™"IT
WILL DETERIORATE OR EFFECT THE MORALE OF POLICE OFFICIALS ™,
SIMULTANEQUSLY and GRADUALLY, THIS SYSTEM can be extended to the CIVIL
SERVICES also - firstly, by BANNING THE ""GUNDA SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS " in
CIVIL SERVICES.

25. How many Police officials- especially Kerala Police, are able to speak ENGLISH
AND HIND! FLUENTLY ? = - KERALA IS AN INTERNATIONAL STATE WITH CRIMES
CARRIED OUT BY INTERNATIONAL CRIMINALS, DRUG MAFIA. GOLD MAFIA,
TERRORISTS, ATTACK and RAPE ON TOURISTS, etc..etc...- SO WITH 100 %
LITERACY- A STATE POLICE IF THEY CAN'T atleast SPEAK MORE THAN 5
LANGUAGES and can't UNDERSTAND 5 languages to its GRAMMAR and
INTERPRETATION- WHAT POLICE SYSTEM DOES OUR COUNTY HAS ? - SO FOCUS
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LANGUAGES and can't UNDERSTAND 5 languages to its GRAMMAR and
INTERPRETATION- WHAT POLICE SYSTEM DOES OUR COUNTY HAS ? - SO FOCUS
ON QUALITY OF POLICE DEPARTMENT- and not on “" CASTE / RELIGIQUS/
TRANSGENDER/ PARTY WORKER/MEMBER VACANCY FILLING ™. STATE POLICE
/CBI/ RAW/ IB/ NIA etc should be ""ELITE OCCUPATION "* and not included in -
“"JAATH, KOUM, MAJHEB, BIRADIRI™" SELECTION.

26. Just like in KPS. APS, J&K PS, TNPS, KNPS, GPS, MHPS, etc...etc....THE WORD
POLICE IS ELABORATED AS - P= POLITE, O= OBEDIENT, L= LOYAL I=
INTELLIGENCE, C=COURAGEOUS, E=EFFICIENT....in the same way S, that is THE
WORD SERVICE should also be elaborated as - S=INSINCERITY and INCAPABILITY
TERMINATION, E=INEFFICIENCY and BIASED ATTITUDE TERMINATION, R=RUDE,
RUTHLESS and ARROGANT BEHAVIOR TERMINATION, V= VENGEANCE and
PERSONAL VENDATTA TERMINATION, |=INACTIVE and IMPROPER BEHAVIOR
TERMINATION, C = CORRUPTION and CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR TERMINATION and E
= INABILITY and IRRESPONSIBLE TERMINATION (That is if one is not fit for POLICE
SERVICE-HE/SHE will be ELIMINATED)...

AM 1 NOT CORRECT !

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR SUGGESTIONS ON - POLICE / MVD/ EXCISE and other
UNIFORMED DEPARTMENTS REFORMS FOR A BETTER POLICE/ MVD/ EXCISE ALL
OVERINDIA. &
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Annexure I

Articles of Charges against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)(w/s)

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N TAS (KL 2007), while under suspension,
made a social media Facebook post dated 11/06/2025 and authored and caused to
be published an article titled “Lost at Sea, And in Law — The dangerous precedent
of waiving FIRs” in Deccan I—ierald dated 11.06.2025, containing misleading
information relating to the Government’s handling of the MSC Elsa shipwreck
incident. This act of publishing misleading and critical remarks amounting to
criticism against Government decisions in a public forum is prejudicial to the
interests of the Government and is unbecoming of a member of the All India
Services.
Articles of Charge - I1

That, you have made misleading, unverified, and critical remarks
regarding the Government’s handling of the said incident, which questioned and
undermined the official response and crisis-management efforts undertaken by the
Government and relevant authorities. Such statements and remarks from you
against a Government action caused to create unwanted criticism of Government.
Articles of Charge - II1

That, you by publicly disseminating speculative, inaccurate, and
unverified claims regarding Government conduct, created misperception among
the public thus, undermining confidence in the administration.
Articles of Charge — IV

That, you have made misleading and incorrect statement that FIR was
filed in the matter prompted by your critique, whereas action was pursued by
Government after obtaining legal advice from the Advocate General, Kerala and

the Law Secretary.
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Your above acts are prima facie found to be in violation of Rules 3(1),
3(1A)(1), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 17 of the All India Service

(Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

You are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in
person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charges as
are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of
charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified above, or do not appear in person
before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

o0
/\\.w’"’i ;
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Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),

[savasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.



Annexure I1

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of Articles of Charge framed against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
(KL 2007)

1. It has come to the notice of the Government that Shri. Prasanth N IAS
(KL 2007), while continuing under suspension on allegations regarding making
allegations and derogatory statements against other IAS officers, had posted
misleading, unverified, and critical remarks regarding the Government’s handling
of the MSC Elsa shipwreck incident in his Facebook post dated 11/6/2025 and
also in his article titled “Lost at Sea, And in Law — The dangerous precedent of
waiving FIRs” published in Deccan Herald dated 11.06.2025.

2. The content of the said post was prejudicial to the interests of the
Government, as it sought to question and undermine the official response and
crisis management efforts undertaken by Government based on legal advice from
Advocate General, Kerala and the Law Secretary. The statements made in the post
were not based on verified facts and amounted to public criticism of Government
policy and decisic;ns.

3. Further, several claims made the officer in the article were unverified,
speculative, and not supported by any official findings or records. By making such
assertions without factual basis, the officer misled the public into believing that the
Government had deliberately or negligently avoided mandatory legal processes.
The officer even made the baseless statement that FIR in the matter was triggered
consequent to his critique. This constitutes a failure to maintain the standards of
integrity, accuracy, fairness, and accountability expected of a member of the All

India Services.



4. The publication of unsubstantiated allegations had the effect of
creating doub, confusion, and mistrust dmong readers regarding lawfyl

administrative actions.

5. Such an act is unbecoming of a member of the All India Services and
violates the standards of conduct expected from officers under the AIS (Conduct)
Rules, 1968. By engaging in this act, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) has failed to
maintain absolute integrity, political neutrality, devotion to duty, and has acted in a

Mmanner prejudicial to the Government and public interest.

be unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of IAS and amounts to violation of
Rule 3(1) 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), Rule 7(i) and Rule 17 of the
AIS (Conduct) Rules, 1968,

7. Government also noticed that the officer is continuously making
derogatory comments about Government, even after he was placed under
suspension for misconduct of a similar nature, The officer, by such social media
posts, is undermining the administrative machinery and tarnishing the reputation
of Government among the general public and s habitually violating the provisions

of AIS (Conduct ) Rules 1968.

8. Hence the charges.
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Annexure II1

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Letter N0.359/CAMP/SP-Cyl#r Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the

Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters,
Police Headquarters, Kerala (along with enclosures).
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Annexure [V

List of Witnesses b which the articles of charge framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

L. Shri. Arun Kumar S, Dep

uty Superintendent of p
Cyber Police Headquarters

olice, Cyber Operations,
, Kerala.

e



Annexure |
Articles of Charges against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)(w/s)

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N [AS (KL 2007), while under suspension,
made a social media Facebook post dated 11/06/2025 and authored and caused to
be published an article titled “Lost at Sea, And in Law — The dangerous precedent
of waiving FIRs” in Deccan Herald dated 11.06.2025, containing misleading
information relating to the Government’s handling of the MSC Elsa shipwreck
incident. This act of publishing misleading and critical remarks amounting to
criticism against Government decisions in a public forum is prejudicial to the
interests of the Government and is unbecoming of a member of the All India
Services.
Articles of Charge - 11

That, you have made misleading, unverified, and critical remarks
regarding the Government’s handling of the said incident, which questioned and
undermined the official response and crisis-management efforts undertaken by the
Government and relevant authorities. Such statements and remarks from you
against a Government action caused to create unwanted criticism of Government.
Articles of Charge - 111

That, you by publicly disseminating speculative, inaccurate, and
unverified claims regarding Government conduct, created misperception among
the public thus, undermining contidence in the administration.
Articles of Charge — IV

That, you have made misleading and incorrect statement that FIR was
filed in the matter prompted by vour critique, whereas action was pursued by
Government after obtaining legal advice from the Advocate General, Kerala and

the Law Secretary.



—

Your above acts are prima facie found to be in violation of Rules 3(1),
3(1A)(1), 3(1A)iv), 3(2B)(ii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 17 of the All India Service

(Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

You are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in
person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charges as
are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of
charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified above, or do not appear in person
before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

r. A Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.

Shri. Prasanth N 1AS (u/s),

[savasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
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Annexure II

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of Articles of Charge framed against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
(KL 2007)

1. It has come to the notice of the Government that Shri. Prasanth N IAS
(KL 2007), while continuing under suspension on allegations regarding making
allegations and derogatory statements against other IAS officers, had posted
misleading, unverified, and critical remarks regarding the Government’s handling
of the MSC Elsa shipwreck incident in his Facebook post dated 11/6/2025 and
also in his article titled “Lost at Sea, And in Law — The dangerous precedent of

waiving FIRs” published in Deccan Herald dated 11.06.2025.

2. The content of the said post was prejudicial to the interests of the
Government, as it sought to question and undermine the official response and
crisis management efforts undertaken by Government based on legal advice from
Advocate General, Kerala and the Law Secretary. The statements made in the post
were not based on verified facts and amounted to public criticism of Government
policy and decisions.

3. Further, several claims made the officer in the article were unverified,
speculative, and not supported by any official findings or records. By making such
assertions without factual basis, the officer misled the public into believing that the
Government had deliberately or negligently avoided mandatory legal processes.
The officer even made the baseless statement that FIR in the matter was triggered
consequent to his critique. This constitutes a failure to maintain the standards of
integrity, accuracy, fairness, and accountability expected of a member of the All

India Services.



4. The publication of unsubstantiated allegations had the effect of
creating doubt, confusion, and mistrust among readers regarding lawful

administrative actions.

5. Such an act is unbecoming of a member of the All India Services and
violates the standards of conduct expected from officers under the AIS (Conduct)
Rules, 1968. By engaging in this act, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) has failed to
maintain absolute integrity, poli[ical neutrality, devotion to duty, and has acted in a

manner prejudicial to the Government and public interest.

6. His aforesaid action is derogatory in nature and prima facie found to
be unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of IAS and amounts to violation of
Rule 3(1) 3(1A)(1), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), Rule 7(i) and Rule 17 of the
AlS (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

7. Government also noticed that the officer is continuously making
derogatory comments about Government, even after he was placed under
suspension for misconduct of a similar nature. The officer, by such social media
posts, is undermining the administrative machinery and tarnishing the reputation
of Government among the general public and is habitually violating the provisions

of AIS (Conduct ) Rules 1968.

8. Hence the charges.

Dr. A Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.
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Annexure 111

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Letter No0.359/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters,
Police Headquarters, Kerala (along with enclosures).

r. A Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.



—

Annexure IV

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Shri. Arun Kumar S, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations,
Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala.

r. A Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.
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3t GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
No.AIS.A1/36672025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: .11.2025

From

The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,
Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.
Ref:- Letter No.352/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 06.10.2025 of the
ye ok, Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police

Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala

| am directed to invite your attention to the letter referred to above. It is
hereby informed that the Government of Kerala proposes to initiate disciplinary
action against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal)

Rules, 1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of charge
(Annexure-I). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -II). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-IIT and Annexure-IV, respectively.



3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a

written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence to bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.

7. The receipt of this communication may be acknowledged by you.

Yours faithfully,

A

s A
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No.AIS.A1/314/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 29 .11.2025

From

The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (uw/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.

Ref:- Letter No.359/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police
Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala

I am directed to invite your attention to the letter referred to above. It is
hereby informed that the Government of Kerala proposes to initiate disciplinary
action against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal)

Rules, 1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of charge
(Annexure-I). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -II). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-I11T and Annexure-IV, respectively.



3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a

written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)

as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence to bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.

7. The receipt of this communication may be acknowledged by you.

Yours faithfully,
\
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of
Shri. Biju K IAS (KL 2006) as Inquiring Authority and S#t. Veena N
Madhavan IAS (KL 2010) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued DY

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No.’)-Dg’ /2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, [6/01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.359/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.

’ 2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
oy 5 A1/314/2025-GAD dated 29.11.2025.

ORDER

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension) made a public

post on the social media platform Facebook .dated 11. 06 2025 regarding hlS own
M?ewm}—&mu ee -Elzo I

am_c p_capsize isled— at-Herdid. In the post ﬁdc’,o 3

comments, Shri. Prasanth N IAS bad posted misleading, unverified, and critical

remarks regarding the Government’s handling of the MSC ELSA shipwreck
incident. The content of the said post was prejudicial to the interests of the
Government, as it sought to question and undermine the official response and
crisis management efforts undertaken by the relevant authorities. The statements
made in the post were not based on verified facts and amounted to public
criticism of Government policy and decisions.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as 2"
paper above, xﬁ;sbserved.gbﬁ the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) hasn’t
furnished any Written Statement of Defence in the matter.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under

Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, Government
hereby appoint Shri. Biju K IAS (KL 2006), Secretary, Public Works Department

il



—_—

O
as Inquiring Authority and Smt: Veena N Madhavan IAS (KL 2010), Secretary,
Co-operation Department as Presenting Officer to inquire into the charges levelled
against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) in the Articles of Charges.

4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.
(By order of the Governor)
To ! Lo
1, ?mhri. Biju K IAS, Secretary, Public Works Department.
Ao

2. Smt. Veena N Madhavan IAS, Secretary, Co-operation Department.

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/315/2025-GAD).

Copy to ;

1. The Chief Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

4. The PA to Special Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

5. The CA to Additional Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.359/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operationsw(along_g with enclosures).

™
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2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AlS-
A1/314/2025-GAD dated 29.11.2025.




Abstract

AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of
Shri. Biju K IAS (KL 2006) as Inquiring Authority and Dr. Veena N
Madhavan IAS (KL 2010) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No. 208/2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 16/01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.359/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
A1/314/2025-GAD dated 29.11.2025.

ORDER

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension, made a public
post on the social media platform Facebook dated 11.06.2025 regarding his own
article published in Deccan Herald regarding the capsize of MSC Elsa 3 off the
coast of Kerala. In the post and comments, Shri. Prasanth N IAS posted
misleading, unverified, and critical remarks regarding the Government’s handling
of the MSC ELSA shipwreck incident. The content of the said post was
prejudicial to the interests of the Government, as it sought to question and
undermine the official response and crisis management efforts undertaken by the
relevant authorities. The statements made in the post were not based on verified
facts and amounted to public criticism of Government policy and decisions.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as 2™
paper above, were served to the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) hasn’t
furnished any Written Statement of Defence in the matter.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, Government
hereby appoint Shri. Biju K IAS (KL 2006), Secretary, Public Works Department
as Inquiring Authority and Dr. Veena N Madhavan IAS (KL 2010), Secretary,



Co-operation Department as Presenting Officer to inquire into the charges levelled
against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) in the Articles of Charges.
4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)
Dr. AJAYATHILAK IAS
CHIEF SECRETARY

To
1. Shri. Biju K IAS, Secretary, Public Works Department.

2. Dr. Veena N Madhavan IAS, Secretary, Co-operation Department.

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (ws), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public

Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,

Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

o

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/315/2025-GAD).
Forwarded / By order
Section Officer.
Copy to 2

1. The Chief Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

4. The PA to Special Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

5. The CA to Additional Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.359/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.(along with enclosures).

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
A1/314/2025-GAD dated 29.11.2025.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of
Shri. Biju K IAS (KL 2006) as Inquiring Authority and Dr. Veena N
Madhavan IAS (KL 2010) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No. 208/2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 16/01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.359/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
A1/314/2025-GAD dated 29.11.2025.

ORDER
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension, made a public

post on the social media platform Facebook dated 11.06.2025 regarding his own
article published in Deccan Herald regarding the capsize of MSC Elsa 3 off the
coast of Kerala. In the post and comments, Shri. Prasanth N IAS posted
misleading, unverified, and critical remarks regarding the Government’s handling
of the MSC ELSA shipwreck incident. The content of the said post was
prejudicial to the interests of the Government, as it sought to question and
undermine the official response and crisis management efforts undertaken by the
relevant authorities. The statements made in the post were not based on verified
facts and amounted to public criticism of Government policy and decisions.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as 2™
paper above, were served to the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) hasn’t
furnished any Written Statement of Defence in the matter.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, Government
hereby appoint Shri. Biju K IAS (KL 2006), Secretary, Public Works Department
as Inquiring Authority and Dr. Veena N Madhavan IAS (KL 2010), Secretary,



Co-operation Department as Presenting Officer to inquire into the charges levelled
against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) in the Articles of Charges.
4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)
Dr. AJAYATHILAK IAS
CHIEF SECRETARY
To

1. Shri. Biju K IAS, Secretary, Public Works Department.
2. Dr. Veena N Madhavan IAS, Secretary, Co-operation Department.

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (ws), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/315/2025-GAD).

Forwarded / By order

don

Section Officer.
Copy to g

1. The Chief Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

4. The PA to Special Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

5. The CA to Additional Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.359/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.(along with enclosures).

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
A1/314/2025-GAD dated 29.11.2025.



GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS-A1/314/2025-GAD General Administration (AIS A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram

From
The Chief Secretary to Government

To
Shri Biju K IAS
Secretary,
Public Works Department.
Sir,

Sub: AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Reg.
Ref: G.O(Rt) No.208/2026/GAD dated 16.01.2026.

I am directed to invite your kind attention to the reference cited. You were
entrusted with the inquiry against Shri. Prasanth N IAS as per Government
Order dated 16.01.2026 referred above. Due date stipulated for completing the
inquiry as per the said Government Order is 15.04.2026. Therefore, you are
requested to expedite the inquiry and submit the report within the stipulated

time. /bo—wfzuu_

Yours faithfully,

Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty
For Chief Secretary to Government

Copy to:
Dr. Veena N Madhavan IAS
Secretary,

\ Co -operation Department.

o\ \P¥



No.AIS-A1/314/2025-GAD General Administration (AIS A) Department
01.04.2026, Thiruvananthapuram

From
The Chief Secretary to Government

To
Shri Biju K IAS
Secretary,
Public Works Department.
Sir,

Sub: AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N TAS - Reg.
Ref: G.O(Rt) No.208/2026/GAD dated 16.01.2026.

I am directed to invite your kind attention to the reference cited. You were
entrusted with the inquiry against Shri. Prasanth N IAS as per Government
Order dated 16.01.2026 referred above. Due date stipulated for completing the
inquiry as per the said Government Order is 15.04.2026. Therefore, you are
requested to complete the inquiry and submit the report within the stipulated
time.

Yours faithfully,

Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty
For Chief Secretary to Government

Copy to:
Dr. Veena N Madhavan IAS
Secretary,
Co-operation Department.



No. AIS.A1/314/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

NOTE

Sub:- IAS - Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Facebook post -
Environment- Reg.

Please see the file No.ENVT-B2/117/2025-ENVT received from
Environment (B) Department. That file deals with a facebook post dated
11.06.2025 by Shri. Prasanth N IAS regarding his own article regarding
ship capsize published in Deccan Herald. The contents of the article
have also been furnished. That Department has furnished facts related to

the incident.

2. The contents of the facebook posts could be edited/deleted.
Hence, as in an earlier file (AIS-A1/279/2024-GAD) which deals with
facebook/social media posts and interviews of Shri. Prasanth N IAS, the

Oacl & Copy af fo Cline axFre fe(Cleccen Ae hafaD

copy of facebook post along with its comments,\may be obtained from

SP, Cyber Operations through SPC for examining the matter..

3. Vide minutes of CS in the Environment Department’s file,

draft letter to SPC put up for approval.
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No. AIS.A1/314/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

4. Please see the file No.ENVT-B2/117/2025-ENVT received
from Environment (B) Department. That file deals with a facebook
post dated 11.06.2025 by Shri. Prasanth N IAS regarding his own
article regarding ship capsize published in Deccan Herald. The
contents of the article have also been furnished. That Department

has furnished facts related to the incident.

5. The contents of the facebook posts could be
edited/deleted. Hence, as in an earlier file (AIS-A1/279/2024-
GAD) which deals with facebook/social media posts and
interviews of Shri. Prasanth N IAS, the soft copy of facebook post
was obtained from SP, Cyber Operations. The printout of the soft
copy of the post may be seen at P 11-33 CF. The police was
requested to furnish copy of online articles published in Deccan

Herald. But the same has not been furnished.

6. In the post and comments, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (under
suspension) had posted misleading, unverified, and critical
remarks regarding the Government’s handling of the MSC ELSA
shipwreck incident. The content of the said post was prejudicial to
the interests of the Government, as it sought to question and
undermine the official response and crisis management efforts
undertaken by the relevant authorities. The statements made in

the post were not based on Venﬁed faCts and amounted to public

7. Such an act is unbecommg of a member of the All India
Services and violates the standards of conduct expected from
officers under the AIS (Conduct) Rules, 1968. By engaging in this
act, Shri. Prasanth N'IAS has failed to maintain absolute integrity,

political neutrality, devotion to duty, and has acted in a manner



No. AIS.A1/314/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

prejudicial to the Government and public interest.

8. The aforesaid action of the officer is derogatory in nature
and prima facie found to be unbecoming of an officer borne on the
cadre  of IAS and  amounts to  violation of
Rule 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), Rule 7 and
Rule 17 of the AIS (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

7. Government also noticed that the officer is continuously
making derogatory comments about Government, even after he
was placed under suspension for misconduct of a similar nature.
The officer, by such social media posts, is undermining the
administrative machinery and tarnishing the reputation of
Government among the general public and is habitually violating
the provisions of AIS (Conduct ) Rules 1968.

8. In the above circumstances, file may be submitted to
Hon’ble Chief Minister for orders on the further course of action to

be taken in the matter.
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prejudicial to the Government and public interest.

8. The aforesaid action of the officer is derogatory in nature
and prima facie found to be unbecoming of an officer borne on the
cadre of IAS and amounts to  violation  of
Rule 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), Rule 7 and | (le. N
Rule 17 of the AIS (Conduct) Rules, 1968. l‘

‘7. Government also noticed that the officer is continuously
making derogatory comments about Government, even after he
was placed under suspension for misconduct of a similar nature.
The officer, by such social media posts, is undermining the
administrative machinery and tarnishing the reputation of
Government among the general public and is habitually violating
the provisions of AIS (Conduct ) Rules 1968.

8. In the above circumstances, file may be submitted to

Hon’ble Chief Minister for orders on the further course of action to

be taken in the matter.
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10. Please see the file No.ENVT-B2/117/2025-ENVT
received from Environment (B) Department. That file deals with a
facebook post dated 11.06.2025 by Shri. Prasanth N 1AS regarding
his dwn article regarding ship capsize published in Deccan Herald.
The contents of the article have also been furnished. That

Department has furnished facts related to the incident.

11. In the post and comments, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (under
suspension) had posted misleading, unverified, and critical remarks
regarding the Government’s handling of the MSC ELSA shipwreck
incident. The content of the said post was prejudicial to the
interests of the Government, as it sought to question and undermine
the official response and crisis management efforts undertaken by
the relevant authorities. The statements made in the post were not
based on verified facts and amounted to public criticism of

Government policy and decisions.

12. As per para 9 NF, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has
ordered to initiate disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
in this regard. The following charges may be framed against Shri.

Prasanth N IAS on the alleged misconduct.

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under
suspension, made a social media Facebook post dated 11/06/2025
and authored and caused to be published an article titled “Lost at
Sea, And in Law — The dangerous precedent of waiving FIRs” in
Deccan Herald dated 11.06.2025, containing misleading
information relating to the Government’s handling of the MSC Elsa

shipwreck incident. This act of publishing misleading and critical

-
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remarks amounting to criticism against Government decisions in a
public forum is prejudicial to the interests of the Government and
is unbecoming of a member of the All India Services.
Articles of Charge - I1

That, you have made misleading, unverified, and critical
remarks regarding the Government’s handling of the said incident,
which questioned and undermined the official response and
crisis-management efforts undertaken by the Government and
relevant authorities. Such statements and remarks from you against
a Government action caused to create unwanted criticism of
Government.
Articles of Charge - III

That, you by publicly disseminating speculative,
inaccurate, and unverified claims regarding Government conduct,
created misperception among the public thus, undermining
confidence in the administration.
Articles of Charge — IV

That, you have made misleading and incorrect statement
that FIR was filed in the matter prompted by your critique, whereas
action was pursued by Government after obtaining legal advice

from the Advocate General, Kerala and the Law Secretary.

The above acts are prima facie found to be in violation of
Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 17 of
the All India Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants

disciplinary action against the officer.

el
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List of documents by which the articles of charges framed
against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Letter No.359/CAMP/SP-Cybg¢r Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025
of the Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police
Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala (along with enclosures).

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed

against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Shri. Arun Kumar S, Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala.

13. As per Rule 8(4) of All India Services (Discipline & Appeal
Rule 1969 Where it is proposed to hold an inquiry against a
member of the Service under this rule and or rule 10, the

disciplinary authority shall draw up or caused to be drawn up—

(a)the substance of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour into definite and distinct articles of charge;

(b)a statement of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour in support of each article of charge, which
shall contain—

(c) a statement of all relevant facts including any admission or
confession made by the member of the Service;

(d) a list of documents by which, and a list of witness by whom
the articles of charge are proposed to be sustained

As per Rule 8(5)(a) of All India Services (Discipline & Appeal
Rule 1969 The disciplinary authority shall deliver or cause to be
delivered to the member of the Service a copy of the articles of
charge, the statement of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour and a list of documents and witnesses by which each

article of charge is proposed to be sustained.
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14. In view of the above rule, file may be submitted to

Hon'ble Chief Minister:-

(a) For the approval of the Articles of Charges as mentioned at

Para 12 above.

(b)If agreed with the above point, whether the Articles of
Charges (point (a) above)/ Statement of Imputations/ List of
documents / List of witnesses may be caused to be drawn up
and delivered to Shri.Prasanth N IAS, by Chief Secretary in
accordance with Rule 8 (4) and 8(5)(a) of All India Services
(Discipline & Appeal Rule 1969 .
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17. Please see the file No.ENVT-B2/117/2025-ENVT
received from Environment (B) Department. That file deals with a
facebook post dated 11.06.2025 by Shri. Prasanth N IAS regarding
his own article regarding ship capsize published in Deccan Herald.
The contents of the article have also been furnished. That

Department has furnished facts related to the incident.

18. In the post and comments, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (under
suspension) had posted misleading, unverified, and critical remarks
regarding the Government’s handling of the MSC ELSA shipwreck
incident. The content of the said post was prejudicial to the
interests of the Government, as it sought to question and undermine
the official response and crisis management efforts undertaken by
the relevant authorities. The statements made in the post were not
based on verified facts and amounted to public criticism of

Government policy and decisions.

19. As per para 14 NF, the following charges were framed

against Shri. Prasanth N IAS on the alleged misconduct.

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under
suspension, made a social media Facebook post dated 11/06/2025
and authored and caused to be published an article titled “Lost at
Sea, And in Law — The dangerous precedent of waiving FIRs” in
Deccan Herald dated 11.06.2025, containing misleading
information relating to the Government’s handling of the MSC Elsa

shipwreck incident. This act of publishing misleading and critical
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remarks amounting to criticism against Government decisions in a
public forum is prejudicial to the interests of the Government and

is unbecoming of a member of the All India Services.

Articles of Charge - 11

That, you have made misleading, unverified, and critical
remarks regarding the Government’s handling of the said incident,
which questioned and undermined the official response and
crisis-management efforts undertaken by the Government and
relevant authorities. Such statements and remarks from you against
a Government action caused to create unwanted criticism of

Government.

Articles of Charge - 111

That, you by publicly disseminating speculative,
inaccurate, and unverified claims regarding Government conduct,
created misperception among the public thus, undermining

confidence in the administration.

Articles of Charge — IV

That, you have made misleading and incorrect statement
that FIR was filed in the matter prompted by your critique, whereas
action was pursued by Government after obtaining legal advice

from the Advocate General, Kerala and the Law Secretary.

The above acts are prima facie found to be in violation of

Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 17 of
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the All India Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants

disciplinary action against the officer.

20. The AOC and SOI were served to the officer which was
received by the officer on 03.12.2025. Shri. Prasanth N IAS hasn't
furnished any written statement of defence. The time limit for

submitting wsd expired on 02.01.2026.

21. The Rule 8(6) of AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969 reads as;

8(6) (a) On receipt of the written statement of defence the
disciplinary authority may appoint, under sub-rule (2), an
inquiring authority for the purpose of inquiring into such of the
articles of charge as are not admitted and where all the articles of
charge have been admitted by the member of the Service in his
written statement of defence, the disciplinary authority shall record
its finding on each charge and shall act in the manner laid down in

rule 9.

(b) If no written statement of defence is submitted by the member of
the Service, the disciplinary authority may, if it considers it
necessary to do so, appoint under sub-rule (2), an inquiring

authority for the purpose.

(c) Where the disciplinary authority appoints an inquiring
authority for holding an inquiry into such charge it may by an
order, appoint a Government servant or a legal practitioner, to be
known as the “Presenting Officer” to present on its behalf the case

in support of the articles of charge
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Hence, if wsd is not submitted by the MoS, the DA may appoint [A
and PO for conducting inquiry. Panel of officers to be appointed as

IA and PO may kindly be seen at flag K.

22. File may be submitted to Hon’ble CM for orders.
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K. R. JYOTHILAL IAS Government of Kerala
Additional Chief Secretary Y75
/ 8
s
L e __*_/
- 06102025/ACS/2025 06.10.2025

NOTE

It is informed that all the audit observations by the
Principal Accountant General (Audit-1l) during the period
01.09.2019 to 31.03.2022 except from LSGD (Health Sector
Grant) have been acted upon by finance department and the

allegations in the facebook post are incorrect.

vy A

To

Chief 5ec® o Chief Secreta ry

& ,
ALt

Finance, Taxes, Public Procurement Advisory, Planning and Economic Affairs (RKI) Departments &
Chief Executive Officer, Rebuild Kerala Initiative
Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala, India
Tel: 0471-2327586, 0471-2518292
E-mail : acs.finance(@kerala.gov.in, secy.taxes@kerala.gov.in
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
No.AIS.A1/315/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 2025

From

The Chief Secretary to Government.
To

The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir, AZS
Sub:- AS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post - feg
Ref:- Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS dated 20.08.2025.

I am directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed Facebook
post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS along with comments and sub-comments and

furnish a soft copy of the same,urgently to Government] u}'_?uﬂd .

Encl: As above

Yours faithfully,
e il

\ & - -
il
2w (&

Approved for issue,

Section Officer.

Copy to:
The Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations,
Cyber Division Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram.
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No.AIS.A1/315/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 08.10.2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir,
Sub:- AIS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post - Reg
Ref:- Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS dated 20.08.2025.

I am directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed Facebook
post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS along with comments and sub-comments and

furnish a soft copy of the same to Government, urgently.
Encl: As above

Yours faithfully,

Rajesh G R,

Additional Secretary,

For Chief Secretary to Government.

Approved for issue,

e

Section Officer.

Copy to:
The Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations,
Cyber Division Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram.



No. 35§ CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025
Office of the Superintendent of Police
Cyber Operations,

Cyber Police Headquarters, PHQ,

Thiruvananthapuram
Date: 13/10/2025

From

Superintendent of Police

Cyber Operations

Cyber Police Headquarters,

Police Headquarters, Kerala
To

The Chief Secretary to Government

(Through proper channel)

Sir,

Sub: Shri. Prasanth N IAS- digital copies of Facebook post and associated
comments submitting off:-

Ref: No. AIS-A1/315/2025/GAD Dt: 08-10-2025.

As per the subject and references cited above, soft copy of the Facebook
post by Shri Prasanth N. IAS, dated 20-08-2025 along with the associated
comments and sub-comments collected through OSINT tools is submitted for
further action.

SL Social
No Date Media URL
Platform

https:/ /www.facebook.com/prasanthn/po
sts/ pfbid02ifUGxHvAVAPBts3g2NHrXK6{4
ccZTJuWZpsKX3VvaM5qgbepn8ip8irbbHeV

1 20-08-2025 | Facebook

SefGyl
e

7 mf\

/"
4 & \ Yours faithfully
([ s
i oo & &
LBl
\\ ';’\\ Q§' // ¢

Wl T L Deputy Superintendent of Police

(For Superintendent of Police)
Cyber Operations

Encl: DVD-1
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/315/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 08.10.2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir,
Sub:- AIS — Shri. Prasanth N [IAS — Facebook post - Reg
Ref:- Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS dated 20.08.2025.

I am directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed Facebook
post by Shri. Prasanth N [AS along with comments and sub-commenis and

furnish a soft copy of the same to Government, urgently.

Encl: As above

Yours faithfully,

Rajesh G R,

Additional Secretary,

For Chief Secretary to Government.

Approved for issue,

Section Officer.
" Copy to:
The Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations,
Cyber Division Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram.
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: 3‘ Vijayan Chenniparambath

Spine is not something one could get from an open market.One could live the life of a
slave and can become an object of ridicule in front of the mirror..but can one avoid
looking into the mirror all through one's life is another matter. The majority of officers
prefer avoiding mirrors leading a fake life. Some even pen lengthy anecdotes of their
historic achievements but still prefer avoiding mirrors &
You are reminding every official to just pass their fingers on their backs to ensure the
backbone is safely embedded. Try looking into own eyes once in a while and admire
yourself for being an honest individual in front of your own kins.
Filmy heroes use punch dialogues in make belief movies and there are few show you
what you could do to restore lost faith
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@ROUBBNBS MBIV HBSO @10 DBQIOUB. Social media intervention is an
effective tool available for an individual to appeal against any injustice by the
establishment. A govt official is intrinsically & fundamentally an individual and he has
not bartered away his fundamental rights by just being a functionary in Govt. It assumes
more importance especially when peoples' representatives and the assisting
bureaucracy who ought to be accountable to the former go awry, as there is no
provision to recall an errant politician or officer, the social media is the only platform to
expose the truth and bring the wrong doers to book.In fact Governments, its
bureaucracy & its political executives should be first brought under the line of fire by it
own whistleblowing bureaucracy itself. The cardinal principle and Dharma is that no
institution shall be for its own sake.
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Krishnanand Nair

Prasanth N ..This government already converted the tax and central funds to some
other purposes and it is clearly visible in the data you gave and what we as a person
sees from external news.

When are you guys going to start the cleaning process and so happy to know that this
is not against any political party and you are removing the intellectually Innocent bugs
from the beurocrasy _
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Vinod Kumar

Sir,

Now, it is getting personal. If it is A today, it will be B tomorrow. You have crossed the
half way mark in service. If you face such third rated gutter mindset response, what do
you think the common man is getting.

Since you will be in a decision making role once you join back, despite the present
setbacks, request you to initiate an admn reform in which all such issues are addressed.
Your fan following and your rapport with some of the senior police and bureaucrats
(who has some spine and moral courage unlike the many who lie down when asked to
sit) might help in this. They may be asked to begin a movement, which will be
supported and joined by the masses. Then,you can take over the mantle.

The system, irrespective of the rats sitting, is too massive for one man to fight and win.
You need support.
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Now, it is getting personal. If it is A today, it will be B tomorrow. You have crossed the
half way mark in service. If you face such third rated gutter mindset response, what do
you think the common man is getting.

Since you will be in a decision making role once you join back. despite the present
setbacks, request you to initiate an admn reform in which all such issues are addressed.
Your fan following and your rapport with some of the senior police and bureaucrats
(who has some spine and moral courage unlike the many who lie down when asked to
sit) might help in this. They may be asked to begin a movement, which will be
supported and joined by the masses. Then.you can take over the mantle.

The system, irrespective of the rats sitting, is too massive for one man to fight and win.
You need support.
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Annexure |
Articles of Charge; against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)(u/s)

Articles of Charge - I

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension,
made a public post on the social media platform Facebook dated 20/08/2025,
wherein it was alleged that the Finance Department in Government is involved in
large-scale financial misappropriation. These statements were made without any
documentary evidence, and are false, misleading, and defamatory in nature. By
doing so, the officer has tarnished the image of the Government and misled the

general public.

Articles of Charge - 11

That, you in the same Facebook post dated 20/08/2025, levelled
baseless and defamatory allegations against the Health & Family Welfare and
Information & Public Relations Departmenﬁ/ alleging corruption, unauthorized
salary hikes, and financial misappropriation. These statements, made without any
evidence, were misleading to the public and damaged the credibility and

reputation of the said Departments in Government.

Articles of Charge - 111

That, your statements are prima facie found to be unbecoming of an
officer borne on the cadre of Indian Administrative Service.

Your above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of Rules 3(1),
3(1A)(1), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 17 of the All India Service

(Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

Youf'are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this,

a written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard

o’



in person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charges
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article
of charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written
statement of defence on or before the date specified above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with
the provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969,
or the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring

Authority may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),

Isavasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
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Annexure I1

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of Articles of Charge framed against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
(KL 2007)

1. It has come to the notice of the Government that Shri. Prasanth N [AS
(KL 2007), while continuing under suspension on the allegations regarding
making allegations and derogatory statements against other IAS officers, made a
facebook post on 20/08/2025 criticising Departments in Government by posting

the following comments:-

"0 SO 01/09/2019 QO@D 31/03/2022 AUHEWBS BILIQISOTIT WMy Qdsaf@d
MSmM  TLOMIODIE GIEIAGlSSe aN6ME QAUBBIQIRY muosTuTWls] ocWlg oOleajods

JglTEM B0l 4406, 2022 QOB EDEAILBB HIRIRISOTICRDY alOceR@lgeelo "

The officer had also made following defamatory remarks about Health & Family

Welfare Department and Information & Public Relations Departments ajgp:-

"@REEINY Udnferl GRYIDGIQ. M@ anene samg’lqdo, QUSHDIQOBJe  TYEHIDLE)
apmWleoao0] danow wmg adapmal msomies, I8PRD aidafee! @odlacieud,
@RMWIG a0 Doyepds  @oWld OIS OOREHUB @RMAUG] 5@

ag) MIAIO@IOEQIET 0D B:ILICLISTTINL! BEMBOMRIBUD"

2. On examining the posL’/ commentstovemment is of the view that

through the above social media posts, the officer,misrepresented the facts and

A
thereby defamed and criticized gepartments in Government and Government as a
whole in public. Moreover ‘these serious accusations were made without any

supporting evidence.



3. His aforesaid actions are derogatory in nature and prima facie found
to be unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of IAS and amounts to violation
of Rule 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 17 of the AIS
(Conduct) Rules, 1968.

4. Government have also noticed that the officer is continuously making
derogatory comments about Government, even after he was placed under
suspension for misconduct of a similar nature. The officer, by such social media
posts, is undermining the administrative machinery and tarnishing the reputation
of Government among the general public and is habitually violating the provisions

of AIS (Conduct ) Rules 1968.

5. Hence the charges.

/



A

Annexure III

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Letter No.358/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters,

Police Headquarters, Kerala (along with enclosures).
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Annexure IV

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Shri. Arun Kumar S, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Cyber
Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/315/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: .11.2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
Shri. Prasanth N [AS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.

Ref:- Letter No.358/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police
Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala

B
I am directed to invite your attention to the letter referreé:\ It is hereby
informed that the Government of Kerala proposes to initiate disciplinary action
against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,

1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of chargeg
(Annexure-I). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -II). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-III and Annexure-1V, respectively.

--..___)



3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence to bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.

7. The receipt of this communication may be acknowledged by you.

JD—- Yours faithfully,

Yt V(

o

V(“(

l’“ /

A\
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/315/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated:21.11.2025

From
The Chief Secretary o Government.
To
Shri. Prasanth N 1AS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N 1AS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.

Ref:- Letter No.358/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police
Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala

I am directed to invite your attention to the letter referred to above. It is
hereby informed that the Government of Kerala proposes 1o initiate disciplinary
action against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal)

Rules, 1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of charge
(Annexure-I). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -11). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-111 and Annexure-1V, respectively.



3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specitically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse o comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence o bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware ol
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.

7. The receipt of this communication may he acknowledged by you.

Yours faithfully,
r

Anjana
Additonal Secrethry,
For Chief Secretary to Government.
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Annexure |

Articles of Charge against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)(ws)

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension,
made a public post on the social media platform Facebook dated 20/08/2025,
wherein it was alleged that the Finance Department in Government is involved
in large-scale financial misappropriation. These statements were made without
any documentary evidence, and are false, misleading, and defamatory in nature.
By doing so, the officer has tarnished the image of the Government and misled

the general public.

Articles of Charge - 11

That, you in the same Facebook post dated 20/08/2025, levelled
baseless and defamatory allegations against the Health & Family Welfare and
Information & Public Relations Departments, alleging corruption, unauthorized
salary hikes, and financial misappropriation. These statements, made without
any evidence, were misleading to the public and damaged the credibility and

reputation of the said Departments in Government.

Articles of Charge - I11

That, your statements are prima facie found to be unbecoming of an
officer borne on the cadre of Indian Administrative Service.

Your above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of Rules
3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 17 of the All India

Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

You are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of
this, a written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be
heard in person.. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect
of charges as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or

deny each article of charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit



your written statement of defence on or before the date specified above, or do
not appear in person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse
to comply with the provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules, 1969, or the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said

rule, the Inquiring Authority may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

Chief Secretary.

Shri. Prasanth N TAS (u/s),

Isavasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.



Annexure 11

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of Articles of Charge framed against Shri. Prasanth N
IAS (KL 2007)

1. It has come to the notice of the Government that Shri. Prasanth N
IAS (KL 2007), while continuing under suspension on the allegations regarding
making allegations and derogatory statements against other IAS officers, made
a facebook post on 20/08/2025 criticising Departments in Government by

posting the following comments:-

‘0 SO 01/09/2019 Q@@ 31/03/2022 (UOCWQBS @H0RIQISODI@E WMD)
Q@@ Mmsan muIMIEDIE OElacldge aneME QlHBOQORJe TUosTUNW 5] 300Ul
Aleajods adgloailem &Olaem. 2022 QOM@  EDEAJILSS H0RI0aISTIeR @

el =Ty

The officer had also made following defamatory remarks about Health &
Family Welfare Department and Information & Public Relations

Departments :-

'@R)GEIVY Udaflerl @RFCIRC CH(3 D6 G)OJS]r:do, QUIBHBOQIBJe TDYEHIBE
apmWleomaow] dezow wmg adeumal msoolee, 1&PRD Qidaflee!
@RFI0 B0, ERMWGDRID] DayeEodeas @RWd: VMG VYEHUD @G 5J@

ag)MUO@IOERWIETY 0D B:0RlNRISTBIR! HHERODEBHUD"

2. On examining the post / comments, Government is of the view
that through the above social media posts, the officer has misrepresented the
facts and thereby defamed and criticized Departments in Government and
Government as a whole in public. Moreover, these serious accusations were

made without any supporting evidence.



3. His aforesaid actions are derogatory in nature and prima facie
found to be unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of IAS and amounts to
violation of Rule 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 17 of
the AIS (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

4. Government have also noticed that the officer is continuously
making derogatory comments about Government, even after he was placed
under suspension for misconduct of a similar nature. The officer, by such social
media posts, is undermining the administrative machinery and tarnishing the
reputation of Government among the general public and is habitually violating

the provisions of AIS (Conduct ) Rules 1968.

5. Hence, the charges.
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Annexure II1

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Letter N0.358/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters,
Police Headquarters, Kerala (along with enclosures).

Dr.

Chief Secretary.

=
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Annexure IV

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Shri. Arun Kumar S, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Cyber
Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala.

I. A Jayathilak [AS,
Chief Secretary.
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LA®AN

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of
Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS (KL 1997) as Inquiring Authority and Smt. Anupama
T V IAS (KL 2010) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No.nDQOZG/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, § /01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.358/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
A1/315/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.

ORDER
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension made a public
post on the social media platform Facebook dated 20/08/2025, raising
allegations that Finance, Health & Family Welfare and Information & Public
Relations Depratments in Government are involved in large scale financial
misappropriation. These allegations were made without any documentary
evidence, and are false, misleading, and defamatory in nature.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as

2" paper above, was served on the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)
hasn’t furnished any Written Statement of Defence in the matter.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, Government
hereby appoint Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS (KL 1997), Principal Secretary, Local Self
Government Department as Inquiring Authority and Smt. Anupama T V IAS (KL
2010), Secretary, Local Self Government Department as Presenting Officer to
inquire into the charges levelled against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) in the
Articles of Charges.



4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)

AN

| %
To 3
1. Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS, Principal Secretary, Local Self Government

Department
2. Smt. Anupama T V IAS, Secretary, Local Self Government Department

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (ws), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/ 315/2025-GAD).

Copy to

1. The Chief Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

4. The PA to Special Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

5. The CA to Additional Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.358/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operationst(/along with enclosures).
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2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
A1/315/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.



GOVERNMEN'I: OF KERALA

Abstract

AIS - Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of
Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS (KL 1997) as Inquiring Authority and Smt. Anupama
T V IAS (KL 2010) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No. 120/2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 09/01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.358/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
A1/315/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.

ORDER
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension made a public
post on the social media platform Facebook dated 20/08/2025, raising
allegations that Finance, Health & Family Welfare and Information & Public
Relations Depratments in Government are involved in large scale financial
misappropriation. These allegations were made without any documentary
evidence, and are false, misleading, and defamatory in nature.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as 2"
paper above, was served on the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) hasn’t
furnished any Written Statement of Defence in the matter.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, Government
hereby appoint Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS (KL 1997), Principal Secretary, Local Self
Government Department as Inquiring Authority and Smt. Anupama T V IAS (KL
2010), Secretary, Local Self Government Department as Presenting Officer to

inquire into the charges levelled against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) in the
Articles of Charges.



4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)
Dr. AJAYATHILAK IAS
CHIEF SECRETARY

To
1. Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS, Principal Secretary, Local Self Government

Department
2. Smt. Anupama T V IAS, Secretary, Local Self Government Department

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/315/2025-GAD).

Forwarded / By order

fern”

Section Officer
Copy to

1. The Chief Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

4. The PA to Special Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

5. The CA to Additional Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.358/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations (along with enclosures).

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
A1/315/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of
Smit. Tinku Biswal IAS (KL 1997) as Inquiring Authority and Smt. Anupama
T V IAS (KL 2010) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No. 120/2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 09/01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.358/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
A1/315/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.

ORDER
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension made a public
post on the social media platform Facebook dated 20/08/2025, raising
allegations that Finance, Health & Family Welfare and Information & Public
Relations Depratments in Government are involved in large scale financial
misappropriation. These allegations were made without any documentary
evidence, and are false, misleading, and defamatory in nature.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as 2"
paper above, was served on the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) hasn’t
furnished any Written Statement of Defence in the matter.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, Government
hereby appoint Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS (KL 1997), Principal Secretary, Local Self
Government Department as Inquiring Authority and Smt. Anupama T V IAS (KL
2010), Secretary, Local Self Government Department as Presenting Officer to

inquire into the charges levelled against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) in the
Articles of Charges.



4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)
Dr. A JAYATHILAK IAS
CHIEF SECRETARY

To
1. Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS, Principal Secretary, Local Self Government

Department
2. Smt. Anupama T V IAS, Secretary, Local Self Government Department

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/315/2025-GAD).

Forwarded / By order

do

Section Officer
Copy to

1. The Chief Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

4. The PA to Special Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

5. The CA to Additional Secretary, General Administration (AIS) Department.

Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.358/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations (along with enclosures).

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS-
A1/315/2025-GAD dated 21.11.2025.
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No.AIS-A1/315/2025-GAD General Administration (AIS A) Department
,Thiruvananthapuram

From
The Chief Secretary to Government

To

Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS

Principal Secretary,

Local Self Government Department.
Madam,

Sub: AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Reg.
Ref: G.O(Rt) No.120/2026/GAD dated 09.01.2026.

I am directed to invite your kind attention to the reference cited. You were
entrusted with the inquiry against Shri. Prasanth N IAS as per Government
Order dated 08.01.2026 referred above. Due date stipulated for completing the
inquiry as per the said Government Order is 08.04.2026. Therefore, you are
requested to expedite the inquiry and submit the report within the stipulated

time. /t«vwfbd«—

Yours faithfully,

).

Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty
For Chief Secretary to Government

Copy to:
Smt Anupama T V [AS
Secretary,
Local Self Government Department.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS-A1/315/2025-GAD General Administration (AIS A) Department
01.04.2026, Thiruvananthapuram

From
The Chief Secretary to Government

To

Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS

Principal Secretary,

Local Self Government Department.
Madam,

Sub: AIS - Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Reg.
Ref: G.O(Rt) No.120/2026/GAD dated 09.01.2026.

[ 'am directed to invite your kind attention to the reference cited. You were
entrusted with the inquiry against Shri. Prasanth N IAS as per Government
Order dated 08.01.2026 referred above. Due date stipulated for completing the
inquiry as per the said Government Order is 08.04.2026. Therefore, you are
requested to complete the inquiry and submit the report within the stipulated
time.

Yours faithfully,

qa

Sachin Kumar Yadav [AS
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty
For Chief Secretary to Government

Copy to:
Smt Anupama T V [AS
Secretary,
Local Self Government Department.



Panel of officers for being appointed as Inquiring Authority

SI No. Name of the officer Remarks

1 Shri. Bishwanath Sinha IAS (KL
1992), Additional Chief Secretary,
Home and Vigilance Department
Water Resources + Coastal Shipping
& Inland Navigation Department +
Managing Director, Kerala Irrigation
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited

2 Shri. K R Jyothilal IAS (KL Presently appointed as IA in disciplinaty
1993),Additional Chief Secretary, action against Shri. Jacob Thomas IPS (Rtd)
Finance Department + Taxes + Public
Procurement Advisory + Planning and
Economic Affairs (RKI) Dept + Chief
Executive Officer, Rebuild Kerala
Initiative.

3 Dr Rajan N Khobragade IAS (KL Presently appointed as IA in disciplinaty
1993), Additional Chief Secretary, action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
Health and Family Welfare
Department + Ayush and Cultural
Affairs (Archaeology, Archives and
Museums ) Department + Cultural
Affairs Department + Personnel and
Administrative Reforms Department
+ Personnel and Administrative
Reforms (OL) Department.

4 Shri. Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996),
Chairman & Managing Director,
Kerala State Electricity Board Ltd +
Principal Secretary, Forest and
Wildlife Department + Animal
Husbandry + Dairy Development +
Museum (Zoo) + Sainik Welfare +
Minority Welfare Department.

5 Shri. Mohammed Hanish APM [AS
(KL 1996), Principal Secretary,
Industries Department + Revenue
(Wakf) Department + External Co-
operation

6 Dr. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS (KL Presently appointed as PO in inquiry against
1997), Principal Secretary, Women Shri. Jacob Thomas IPS (Rtd)
and Child Development Department +
Higher Education Department
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Department

Department

‘Smt. Tinku Biswal IAS (KL 1997),

Principal Secretary, Local Self
Government Department

Shri. Biju K IAS (KL 2006),
Secretary, Public Works Department +
Tourism Department + General
Administration Department +
Transport (Aviation, Metro and
Railway) Dept + Special Officer,
Capital Region Development Project

-11

Shri. Patil Ajit Bhagwatrao IAS (KL
2007), Commissioner, Kerala State
Goods and Services Tax Department
+ Secretary, Finance (Resource)

Shri. Keshvendra Kumar IAS (KLﬁ
2008), Secretary, Finance

(Expenditure) Department

Smt. M G Rajamanickam [IAS (KL
2008), Secretary, Revenue and
Disaster Management Department +
Housing Department + Revenue
(Devaswom) Department + Food &
Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs
Dept + Chairman, Kerala State Civil
Supplies Corporation +
Commissioner, Guruvayur &
Koodalmanikyam Devaswoms.

Dr. K Vasuki IAS (KL 2008),
Secretary, General Education

Dr. A Kowsigan IAS (KL 2009),
Secretary, Ports Department + Special
Officer and Collector, Government
Land Resumption + Nodal officerto
monitor the filing and supervision of
all title cases on the landholding by
M/s Harrisons Malayalam Limited

and other similar cases of companies
and individuals + Scheduled Castes &
Scheduled Tribes Development Dept

+ Backward Classes Development
Dept.

Presently appointed as 1A in disciplinaty
action against Shri. Venugopal K B IPS and as
PO in disciplinary action against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS

Presently appointed as PO in inquiry against
Shri. Zacharia George IPS

Presently appointed as IA in disciplinaty

action against Shri. Gopalakrishnan K 1AS



Panel of officers for being appointed as Presenting Officer

Sl No. Name of the officer Remarks

Smt. Anupama T V IAS (KL 2010),
Special Secretary, Local Self
Government Department + Special
Secretary (Co-ordination) + NORKA

Dept
1 Dr. Veena N Madhavan IAS (KL Presently apointed as PO in inquiry against
2010), Special Secretary, Co- Shri Venugopal K B IPS

operation Department + Planning and
Economic Affairs Department +
Member Secretary, Kerala State
Planning Board + Sports and Youth
Affairs Dept

2 Shri. Jeevan Babu K T1AS (KL 2011),
Commissioner for Land Revenue +
Commissioner, Disaster Management
+ State Project Manager, National
Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project

3 Shri. P B Nooh IAS (KL 2012),
Special Secretary, Transport
Department + Managing Director,
Kerala Water Authority

4 Shri. Seeram Sambasiva Rao [AS (KL
2012), Special Secretary, Electronics
& Information Technology Dept +
Environment Department + Director,
Survey and Land Records Department

D Dr. Adeela Abdulla IAS (KL 2012),
Special Secretary, Social Justice
Department

6  Shri. Shanavas S IAS (KL 2012),
Special Secretary, Labour and Skills

Dept

7 Shri. Abdul Nasar B IAS (KL 2012),
Special Secretary, Fisheries
Department

8 Dr. D Sajith Babu IAS (KL 2012),

Registrar of Co-operative Societies



Shri. Subhash T V IAS (KL 2013), Presently appointed as PO in inquiry against
Director, Information & Public Shri. Gopalakrishnan K IAS

Relations Department + Managing

Director, Kerala State Co-operative

Agricultural and Rural Development

Bank Limited.

Smt.Sheeba George IAS (KL 2013),
Additional Secretary, Health and
Family Welfare Department.

Shri. H Dineshan IAS (KL 2013),
Executive Director,Kudumbashree

Dr. Divya S Iyer IAS (KL 2014),
Project Director, Kerala Solid Waste
Management Project + Managing
Director, Vizhinjam International Sea
Port Limited + Director, Cultural
Affairs Department.

Dr. Chithra S IAS (KL 2014),
Additional Secretary, General
Education Department

Smt. Afsana Perween IAS (KL 2014),
Commissioner, Food Safety

Smt. Geetha A 1AS (KL 2014),
Additional Secretary, Revenue
Department + Commissioner, Housing
and Secretary, Kerala State Housing
Board



No. AIS.A1/315/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

NOTE

Sub:- IAS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post - /Z-\5f —
Envirenment— Reg.

Please see the note received from Shri. K R Jyothilal IAS, ACS
(Finance)/ €nclosing copy of facebook post dated 20.08.2025 by Shri.
Prasanth N IAS; Fhe ACS has informed that all the audit observations by
the Principal AG (Audit-II) during the period 01.09.2019 to 31.03.2022
except from LSGD (Health Sector Grant) have been acted upon by
Finance Department and the allegations in the facebook post are

incorrect.

2. The contents of the facebook posts could be edited/deleted.
Hence, as in an earlier file (AIS-A1/279/2024-GAD) which deals with
facebook/social media posts and interviews of Shri. Prasanth N IAS, the
copy of facebook post along with its comments, may be obtained from

SP, Cyber Operations through SPC for examining the matter..

3. Subject to orders draft letter to SPC put up for approval.

: @\ \7/ & Lj;’: O@I
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No. AIS.A1/315/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

4. Please see th‘e note received from Shri. K R Jyothilal IAS,
ACS (Finance), @nclosing copy of facebook post dated 20.08.2025
by Shri. Prasanth N IAS, the ACS has informed that all the audit
observations by the Principal AG (Audit-II) during the period
01.09.2019 to 31.03.2022 except from LSGD (Health Sector
Grant) have been acted upon by Finance Department and the

allegations in the facebook post are incorrect.

5. The contents of the facebook posts could be
edited/deleted. Hence, as in an earlier file (AIS-A1/279/2024-
GAD) which deals with facebook/social media posts and
interviews of Shri. Prasanth N IAS, the soft copy of facebook post
was obtained from SP, Cyber Operations. The printout of the soft

copy of the post may be seen at P 13-44 CF.

6. In the post, the officer has alleged that the Finance
Department is involved in large-scale financial misappropriation.
These statements were made without any documentary evidence,
and are false, misleading, and defamatory in nature. The relevant

extract of the post is as follows;

"D @@ 01/09/2019 Q@B 31/03/2022 QU6ORYSS HORIRISODINTE WM ID
Qtsaflod msan avocuewile @lela0lege aemE’ Aldb20QI8)e MUosTUT W]
goally”  Oleajods’  glodiem B&0lgjosm. 2022 QD@ DeajISS
H0RIeISODNEDPD alOCREROIZER/0
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By doing so, the officer has tarnished the image of the State
Finance Department IN GOVERNMENT and misled the general
public. The post also contain defamatory allegations against the
Health & Family Welfare and Information & Public Relations
Department, alleging corruption, unauthorized salary hikes, and
financial misappropriation. The relevant extract of the post is as

follows;

‘@RI Qdraflon @S2 DIQo e anerE 6)(2157%0, QUBIQIEYo
DoyeDIB" MW ®200] oz Mg drLMAl Msolwo I&PRD
vakuppile @pLlaa]e 3, @MW Mo DYB" aowle  wous
DYB @MUY agmlewIna W’ DV Horreisomleel
BEITBEDL)3"

These statements were made without any evidence, were
misleading to the public, and damaged the credibility and

reputation of the said departments IN GOVERNMENT.

7. Government also noticed that the officer is continuously
making derogatory comments about Government, even after he
was placed under suspension for misconduct of a similar nature.
The officer, by such social media posts, is undermining the
administrative machinery and tarnishing the reputation of
Government among the general public and is habitually violating

the provisions of AIS (Conduct ) Rules 1968.

S~
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8. Such an action of the officer will amount to the violation

of the AIS (Conduct)

the Service to maintain integrity,

of a member of the Service,

statements which IS AMOUNTING TO CRITICISM OF THE

GOVERNMENT.

Hon’ble Chief Minister for orders on

be taken in the matter.

M
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GA(AIS.A)Dept.

Gid#

A

Rules, 1968, which require every member of

and refrain from making public
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of Rules 3(1), 3(1A) (), 3(1A)(iv), and 3(2B)(x),7(i) and Rule 17

do nothing which is unbecoming

9. In the above circumstances, file may be submitted to

the further course of action to
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8. Such an action of the officer will amount to the violation
Gi)#
of Rules 3(1), 3(1A) (1), 3(1A)(iv), and 3(2B)(x),7(1) and Rule 17
A
1

A "{-Y‘ of the AIS (Conduct) Rules, 1968, which require every member of
the Service to maintain integrity, do nothing which is unbecoming
of a member of the Service, and refrain from making public
statements which IS AMOUNTING TO CRITICISM OF THE

GOVERNMENT.

9. In the above circumstances, file may be submitted to
Hon’ble Chief Minister for orders on the further course of action to

be taken in the matter.
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11. The ACS (Finance) had furnished a copy of facebook
post dated 20.08.2025 by Shri. Prasanth N IAS, informing that all
the audit observations by the Principal AG (Audit-1I) during the
period 01.09.2019 to 31.03.2022 except from LSGD (Health Sector
Grant) have been acted upon by Finance Department and the
allegations in the facebook post are incorrect. In the post, the Shri.
Prasanth N TAS(u/s) has alleged that the Finance Department is
involved in large-scale financial misappropriation. These
statements were made without any documentary evidence, and are

false, misleading, and defamatory in nature.

12. As per para 10 NF, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has
ordered to initiate disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
in this regard. The following charges may be framed against Shri.

Prasanth N IAS on the alleged misconduct.

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N TIAS (KL 2007), while under
suspension, made a public post on the social media platform
Facebook dated 20/08/2025, wherein it was alleged that the
Finance Department in Government is involved in large-scale
financial misappropriation. These statements were made without
any documentary evidence, and are false, misleading, and
defamatory in nature. By doing so, the officer has tarnished the

image of the Government and misled the general public.

Articles of Charge - 11
That, you in the same Facebook post dated 20/08/2025,

levelled baseless and defamatory allegations against the Health &

)



No. AIS.A1/315/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

Family Welfare and Information & Public Relations Department,
alleging corruption, unauthorized salary hikes, and financial
misappropriation. These statements, made without any evidence,
were misleading to the public and damaged the credibility and

reputation of the said Departments in Government.

Articles of Charge - II1

That, your statements are prima facie found to be
unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of Indian
Administrative Service.

The above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of
Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 17 of
the All India Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants

disciplinary action against the officer.

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed
against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Letter No.358/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated 13.10.2025
of the Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber
Police Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala (along

with enclosures).

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed
against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Shri. Arun Kumar S, Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala.



q
No. AIS.A1/315/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

13. As per Rule 8(4) of All India Services (Discipline & Appeal
Rule 1969 Where it is proposed to hold an inquiry against a
member of the Service under this rule and or rule 10, the

disciplinary authority shall draw up or caused to be drawn up—

(a)the substance of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour into definite and distinct articles of charge;

(b)a statement of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour in support of each article of charge, which
shall contain—

(c) a statement of all relevant facts including any admission or
confession made by the member of the Service;

(d) a list of documents by which, and a list of witness by whom
the articles of charge are proposed to be sustained

As per Rule 8(5)(a) of All India Services (Discipline & Appeal
Rule 1969 The disciplinary authority shall deliver or cause to be
delivered to the member of the Service a copy of the articles of
charge, the statement of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour and a list of documents and witnesses by which each

article of charge is proposed to be sustained.

14. In view of the above rule, file may be submitted to

Hon'ble Chief Minister:-

‘(8)For,the approval of the Articles of Charges as mentioned at

Para 12 above.

(b)If agreed with the above point, whether the Articles of
Charges (point (a) above)/ Statement of Imputations/ List of
documents / List of witnesses may be caused to be drawn up

and delivered to Shri.Prasanth N IAS, by Chief Secretary in
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accordance with Rule 8 (4) and 8(5)(a) of All India Services
(Discipline & Appeal Rule 1969 .
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ANJANA M. 148
Additional Secretary to Governmerit
General Administration (AIS) Dept.:
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16. Vide orders drafts of covering letter, AOC, SOI and other

documents put up for approval.
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19. The ACS (Finance) had furnished a copy of facebook
post dated 20.08.2025 by Shri. Prasanth N IAS, informing that all
the audit observations by the Principal AG (Audit-1I) during the
period 01.09.2019 to 31.03.2022 except from LSGD (Health Sector
Grant) have been acted upon by Finance Department and the
allegations in the facebook post are incorrect. In the post, the Shri.
Prasanth N IAS(u/s) has alleged that the Finance Department is
involved in large-scale financial —misappropriation. These
statements were made without any documentary evidence, and are

false, misleading, and defamatory in nature.

20. As per para 10 NF, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has
ordered to initiate disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
in this regard. The following charges ﬂﬁgﬁbe framed against Shri.

Prasanth N IAS on the alleged misconduct.

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under
suspension, made a public post on the social media platform
Facebook dated 20/08/2025, wherein it was alleged that the
Finance Department in Government is involved in large-scale
financial misappropriation. These statements were made without
any documentary evidence, and are false, misleading, and
defamatory in nature. By doing so, the officer has tarnished the

image of the Government and misled the general public.

Articles of Charge - 11
That, you in the same Facebook post dated 20/08/2025,

levelled baseless and defamatory allegations against the Health &
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Family Welfare and Information & Public Relations Department,
alleging corruption, unauthorized salary hikes, and financial
misappropriation. These statements, made without any evidence,
were misleading to the public and damaged the credibility and

reputation of the said Departments in Government.

Articles of Charge - III

That, your statements are prima facie found to be
unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of Indian
Administrative Service.

The above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of
Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(iv), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 17 of
the All India Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants

disciplinary action against the officer.

21. The AOC and SOI were served to the officer which
was received by the officer on 26.11.2025. Shri. Prasanth N IAS
hasn’t furnished any written statement of defence. The time limit

for submitting wsd expired on 25.12.2025.
22. The Rule 8(6) of AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969 reads as;

8(6) (a) On receipt of the written statement of defence the
disciplinary authority may appoint, under sub-rule (2), an
inquiring authority for the purpose of inquiring into such of the
articles of charge as are not admitted and where all the articles of
charge have been admitted by the member of the Service in his
written statement of defence, the disciplinary authority shall record
its finding on each charge and shall act in the manner laid down in
rule 9.

{
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(b) If no written statement of defence is submitted by the member of
the Service, the disciplinary authority may, if it considers it
necessary to do so, appoint under sub-rule (2), an inquiring
authority for the purpose.

(c) Where the disciplinary authority appoints an inquiring
authority for holding an inquiry into such charge it may by an
order, appoint a Government servant or a legal practitioner, to be
known as the “Presenting Officer” to present on its behalf the case
in support of the articles of charge

Hence, if wsd is not submitted by the MoS, the DA may appoint [A

and PO for conducting inquiry. £ paaer of offrers {09, bo'ng apyperoid
[ leq @ al JAZur"\x, Auﬂ:ax;f} @l &a’mﬁ?, offreon is pheeel deloen.
A 23. File may be submitted to Hon’ble CM for orders.
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Deccan Herald

2 |Mutually contradictory

misleading statements

In 2022-2023, Kerala's State
Lotteries fetched ¥11,892.88 crore,
a staggering 78.67% of the State’s
non-tax revenue — an

extraordinary dependence.

Kerala’s lottery is an expensive
machine that burns Y90-392 of
every 100 on prizes, agents’
discounts, and commissions,
printing, publicity, and
administration, leaving only a

sliver for the exchequer, while
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matter.

Kollam is both a mirror and a

message. The NCRB data show the

highest suicide rate in India
~ 48.6 per lakh — in Kollam city.
In parallel, unofficial district-wise
compilations of Kerala lottery
results (aggregated from public
draw PDFs) list 2,338 prizes = 31
lakh won in Kollam — among the
highest tallies statewide. Because
high-value wins are statistically

proportional to tickets purchased,
the prize density is a strong proxy

for high local sales....

Correlation is not causation; yet,
the coexistence of very high
suicide  incidence and intense
lottery participation is a red flag
demanding epidemiological study
into debt stress, fatalism, and self-

harm.
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Promotion of Goa style Casino

based gambling over the Kerala

State run Lotteries (which is a
policy matter of the Government),
as evidenced in the following ]inesw

of the Deccan Herald article.

- Goa’s casinos are run by private

licensees under a

state licensing
regime; the government’s role is to
regulate and collect licence fees,

GST, and allied

taxes from

Operators serving largely affluent
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tourists and patrons. Kerala, by
contrast, is itself the operator.
- Above all, separate operator from
regulator: a state department that
runs lotteries cannot, by definition,
self-police impartially.

- Goa's casinos are private,
licensed, and tourist-facing;
Kerala’s lottery is public, mass-

facing and extractive
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
No.AIS.A1/375/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: .12.2025
From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir,
Sub:- IAS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post - reg
Ref:- Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS dated 29.11.2025.

I am directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed Facebook
post dated 29.11.2025, regarding State Lotteries, by Shri. Prasanth N IAS

along with comments and sub-comments and furnish a soft copy of the same,

urgently to Government.

Yours faithfully,

uﬁffef*""f

) Copy to:

The Superintendent of Police,

C)/ . Cyber Operations,

Cyber Division Headquarters
Thiruvananthapuram.

’
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/375/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated:24.12.2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir,
Sub:- TAS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post - reg
Ref:- Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS dated 29.11.2025.

I am directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed Facebook
post dated 29.11.2025, regarding State Lotteries, by Shri. Prasanth N IAS
along with comments and sub-comments and furnish a soft copy of the same,

urgently to Government.

Yours faithfully,

Abhilash D S,

Under Secretary,

For Chief Secretary to Government.

Approved for issue,

' .
P

Section Officer.
Copy to:
The Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations,
Cyber Division Headquarters,

By



' . 17 ' No./44/ CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025
,/- : Office of the Superintendent of Police

; o B Cyber Operations,

@ Svoon Cyber Police Headquarters, PHQ,
e Thiruvananthapuram
Date: 27/12/2025

From

Superintendent of Police

Cyber Operations

Cyber Police Headquarters,

Police Headquarters, Kerala
To

The Chief Secretary to Government

(Through proper channel)
Sir,

Sub: Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS Dated 29.11.2025- Soft copy
submitting off:-

Ref: 1. No. AIS-A1/375/2025-GAD Dated 24.12.2025

As per the subject and reference cited above, the soft copy of the Facebook
post dated 29.11.2025 by Shri Prasanth N. IAS, along with associated
comments and sub-comments, as well as the digital recording of the linked
news item from Deccan Herald website collected through OSINT tools, is
submitted for further proceedings.

SL Social
No Date Media URL
Platform

https:/ /www.facebook.com/prasanthn/
' 1 29.11.2025 Fasiliailc posts/pfbid02Qbyt5U7rYw2CMEtAbUbc

0 LY mjJPuSQy9HwTtF4uHvdUiXYLXfqEm3Q
uKYYKZPn7MXrMl
Becisin https:/ / www.deccanhgra.ld.com /opinion
5 20.11.2025 Hetald / frorn-ht_eracy~to—lottenes-keralas-
Website descent-into-state-sanctioned-gambling-
3814111
Yours faithfu

Encl: DVD-1
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
No.AIS.A1/375/2025/GAD General Administration (A1S-A) Department

From

The Chief Secretary to Government,

To

Thiruvananthapuram
 Dated:24.12.2025

The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.

Sir,

Sub:- IAS - Shri. Prasanth N [AS — Facebook post - reg
Ref:- Facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N 1AS dated 29.11.2025.

I 'am directed to request you to collecuretrieve the enclosed Facebook

post dated 29.11.2025, regarding State Lotteries, by Shri. Prasanth N IAS

along with comments and sub-comments and furnish a soft copy of the same,

urgently to Government.

Approved for issue,

R
vSection Officer.

Copy to:
The Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations,
Cyber Division Headquarters,

Yours faithfully,
Abhilash D S,
Under Secretary,

For Chief Secretary to Government.
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; Arun Kr

Prasanth N one doubt {2 ? What are the ""NORMS™ =2 4@ 4 7 ofa
""SATISFACTORY REPLY or SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION ™7 Where is this rule 5%
written ? which Departments - which Manual ? \§ & - What is the " JUDICIARY
INTERPRETATION OF ""SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION "7 - WHO DECIDES ""WHAT
IS SATISFACTION™" ? - IN INDIA WHO ARE - ""CRITICIZABLE and WHO ARE NOT™*

i

If a ""reply or explanation is not-satisfatory™* will the ""REASONS FOR NOT
SATISFACTORY ™" be provided - numbering them - 1,234.....7

Actually, WHO SHOULD GET SATISFIED FOR WHAT ? WHO SHOULD BE SATISFIED
FOR WHAT? -

The INDIAN PARLIAMENT and HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA- Should
DEFINITELY PASS BILLS and GIVE OUT VERDICTS ON ""EXPLANATIONS,
SATISFACTION, SATISFACTORY “* etc....considering- HONESTY, WHISTLE BLOWER
POLICY, TORTURE incurred due to PERSONAL VENDATTA OF SENIOR OFFICERS,
MISUSE OF POWER and MISUSE OF SPECIAL PRIVILEGES TO SENIOR OFFICERS,
CRIMINAL MINDNESS OF SENIOR OFFICIALS, Torture due to EGO and ENVY OF
SENIOR OFFICIALS TOWARDS THE LOW PROFILE OFFICIALS - IN ALL
DEPARTMENTS - including CIVIL SERVICES.
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Ramdas Mullath

Prasanth N wish you emphasized more on how lottery leads to gambling addiction.
One starts with lottery.which is an acceptable choice to betting on football results etc.
These can have serious long term impact and health system is not equipped to handle
this.
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Sugunan Panthalore
Read the article. Good one.

Couple of views :

What is the mechanism to ensure counterfeit lottery tickets are not being circulated in

the market. Is there a way by which common person can identify that the ticket is
original?
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Sugunan Panthalore
Read the article. Good one.

Couple of views :

What is the mechanism to ensure counterfeit lottery tickets are not being circulated in
the market. Is there a way by which common person can identify that the ticket is
original?

In stock market, F&QO segment, the broker is required to give disclosure. The
government also required to give similar sort of disclosure. This will create some
awareness among public.
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A great thinking.
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VasNam KN

Expecting Kerala Govt to publish a winnability/harm audit is quite wishful. Clearly govt's
intent is not welfare of people, but to collect money from people (mostly poor daily
wage earners!) and for good publicity, spend some for welfare measures! This govt is
supposed to be for the downtrodden, and they are being taken for a ride, leading
people to mass addiction...
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Jose Prakash
Difference of single entry book keeping and double entry system is not easily

understandable to common man.
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Vishnu Muralidharan
It's really difficult to see it being confused. If we give 12.000 cr directly to beneficiaries

then that amount is gone from govt accounts. But here it generates 13,000 cr and
through it provides 1000 cr surplus. It also moves the wheels of the economy helping
the livelihoods of several people. Lottery agents, sellers, Karunya scheme beneficiaries
and so on. If a person decides to drown all his money on liquor, lottery. gambling or
whatever, it's his personal decision. The benefits outweigh the risks and harms.
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Plz read the article and u will understand bro. The Malayalam intro post will only
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understandable to common man.
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Vishnu Muralidharan

It's really difficult to see it being confused. If we give 12,000 cr directly to beneficiaries
then that amount is gone from govt accounts. But here it generates 13,000 cr and
through it provides 1000 cr surplus. It also moves the wheels of the economy helping
the livelihoods of several people. Lottery agents, sellers, Karunya scheme beneficiaries
and so on. If a person decides to drown all his money on liquor, lottery, gambling or
whatever, it's his personal decision. The benefits outweigh the risks and harms.
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Iz read the article and u will understand bro. The Malayalam intro post will only
get u confused if u don't know how govt finances work
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Best! Please read and understand the article bro
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Prasanth N -This is the way it works.. Not like as you mentioned here..
Total Inflows to Lottery Dept
- From Govt: $12.000 cr (budjet Grant)
« From Sales: 13,000 cr (Revenue)
Total receipts = 325,000 cr
Total Outflows
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& Sudheep kv
Prasanth N -This is the way it works.. Not like as you mentioned here..
Total Inflows to Lottery Dept
+ From Govt: 312,000 cr (budjet Grant)
« From Sales: 13,000 cr (Revenue)
Total receipts = 325,000 cr
Total Outflows
« Prize + commission = 312,000 cr
Net operating result
Revenue 313,000 - Expenses 312,000
Surplus = 31,000 crore
This surplus returns to the Consolidated Fund of the State

If there is no lottery the 13000 cr will be missing from the book!
If this is not the right understanding please correct.. | am not an accounting

expert
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' w Sudheep Kv
This is the way it works.. Not like as you mentioned here..

Total Inflows to Lottery Dept

« From Govt: 12,000 cr (budjet Grant)

« From Sales: $13,000 cr (Revenue)

Total receipts = 325,000 cr

Total Outflows

- Prize + commission = 12,000 cr

Net operating resuit

Revenue ¥13,000 - Expenses 312,000

Surplus = 31,000 crore

This surplus returns to the Consolidated Fund of the State

If there is no lottery the 13000 cr will be missing from the book!
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Bro, u need to understand the basics of govt accounting. Appropriation Act is what
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Sudheep Kv

This is the way it works.. Not like as you mentioned here..
Total Inflows to Lottery Dept

* From Govt: 12,000 cr (budjet Grant)

« From Sales: 13,000 cr (Revenue)

Total receipts = 325,000 cr

Total Outflows

* Prize + commission = 12,000 cr

Net operating result

Revenue 313,000 - Expenses 312,000

Surplus = 31,000 crore

This surplus returns to the Consolidated Fund of the State

If there is no lottery the 13000 cr will be missing from the book!
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Ero u need to understand the basics of govt accounting. Appropriation Act is what
gives u 312k and that is not dependent on the revenue from any particular head.
And this 12k comes from borrowings and taxes and not by sale of lottery.
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Prasanth N -Bro, my point is If someone dlaims that the government gives
12,000 crore every year as a budgetary allocation to the lottery department
— and that this whole amount is spent only on administration (not including
commissions, prizes, or publicity) — then it would look like a massive loss.

But if the lottery system is actually self-suffident and earns about 1,000 crore
profit from its own sales revenue, then that argument does not make sense.

There is no credible source showing that the government allocates 312,000

crore every year to the lottery department
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Certainly, Probability is not taught properly
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It will be difficult to handle 12222 Cr. So it will be a method to simplify the system. Now
only 1022 Cr to handle which will be comparatively easy for our ministry 2= & &
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Very informative Sir j
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Please read the article bro. These details are given there and also explains why
such an income is no justification.
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Prasanth N nice article. Thankyou _
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-"# Mahesh Nair
Kerala should have Casinos given the number of HNIs in the state so the Govt. can make
revenues more than that of the Lottery. Lottery is mainly taken by the poor to middle
class in hope of getting rich sometimes which in fact drains their lively hood. however
there are not much taxes paid by the HNI's by finding ways to avoid taxes.
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’ Thank you sir @@ kerala lottery und kendra lottery kettittlla. Ipo karyam manasilayi...
hmm... nice aayi lower powerty | ulla pavangale pratheekshakal kondu chooshanam
cheyyunna pavapettavante sarkkar... kollam...

3w Like Reply «Q
@ Shamseer Rahman

@1eIm..

3w Like Reply 20

ew Zubair Kuniyil
&) @M 0 MVEYODONM) C2IGMOME! GRS BBY
Q30 l0No
3w Like Reply 40Q©

‘ Gopi G Naduvil



31

Prasanth N's post
Jw LIACT ATy A.U

Gopi G Naduvil

"'\H‘

3w Like Reply )

Swapna Anil
| wrote about the lottery system during Onam Bumper! What to say?

A Lucky Draw on Luck Itself!

If something mounts on me for days, I've found only one way out — HT. So here | am,
with my ticklings. Please don't confront me if you disagree, but share your thoughts!

It all started when our domestic help said she bought an Onam bumper, spending ¥500.
To my dismay ¢4 — that's almost 90% of her day’s income, gone for a gamble with a
fractional chance of winning!

I tried explaining that it's more of a revenue gimmick than a real chance at prosperity —
promoting instant luck over hard work. But I'm not sure how much of that truly reached
her. &

Later, | read that this year 75 lakh tickets were printed and sold — except for one that
was damaged! 4

And | can't help but wonder —
-+ Is it not a cnime to reap the vulnerabilities of the low-income group while promoting
a culture that glorifies luck as a way out of poverty?

How contradictory our society is!
A state with one of the highest literacy rates, yet soaring alcohol consumption, rising
suicides, and the highest lottery sales in the country!

And to top it off, my husband added fuel to the fire — telling me that a cousin from a
well-to-do family bought five tickets, spending 32500!
My jaw dropped, and my eyeballs almost popped enough to crack my specs ¢

Sometimes | wonder — maybe the real gamble isn't the ticket, but our misplaced faith
in luck over logic.
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. Muhammed Ali Jawher
Humans live on hopes. If that dies they lose their will to live. Government work is
not to create practical hope into people’s mind of traveling, sodializing etc. and
ofcourse create jobs for that. For government its easier to create Jobs this way.
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If it's a crime to reap the vulnerability of low income, then temples, mosques, and



Prasanth N's post ¥

3w Like Reply Edited o

. Amal Joseph

If it's a crime to reap the wulnerability of low income, then temples, mosques, and
churches shall not be spared. They believe God is going to make their lives better,
and they are offering their meager wages to worship Him. It's possible for one
person to win the lottery, but believing something that doesn't exist won't save
them.
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Swapna Anil You are absolutely right regarding your last sentence.. “the real
gamble isn't the ticket, but our misplaced faith in luck over logic.” Most of our
lower and middle class is living on a day to day basis surviving on the income
generated by the breadwinner. And if any mishap occurs to the breadwinner ( An
accident, a major illness, loss of job due to disruptions in the business, trade,
industry etc.etc).the whole family goes down in every aspect. We can say that
there is insurance claim, state health care system and support. etc..But the reality is
that none of this works as per LOGIC. And the next alternate is LUCK..
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Sajish Gangadharan
Apart from bus stands and such public places, the highest density of lottery sellers must
be outside beverage outlets. Government twins walking hand-in-hand.
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Paranjathu sariyaanu. lottery vilpanayumaayi bandhappettu kureyadhikam aalukal
undallo avarude kanjiyil paatta veezhunnathu kashtamalie
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Jayan Narayanan

Please mention boiled duck egg and a pint also along with lottery. . More than 60-
70% labour force in Kerala habitually consume these things after their work time. Govt
not fully responsible. It has become a mass hysteria among workforce. Manipulation in
accounting is another thing. Without malpractice and misguiding statements this govt
can't sustain.
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When Bars get all tax exemptions, lottery fills treasury
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The psychology of chance, not choice

For many young Keralites, the lottery
has become the first business’ they
know, and the last hope they trust.
Behavioural science explains the slide:
the near-miss effect convinces the brain
that failing is ‘almost winning’, while
the gambler's fallacy whispers that a
win is ‘due’. These mechanics spur
repeated play — especially when odds
are opaque, and draws are frequent
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P R Balakrishnan
Lottery & Liquor contribute 25% of state's revenue. Both directly sold by the state.
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P R Balakrishnan if these two banned, no other social pension required for
keralites
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Prasanth N

Your concept about an ethical lottery administrator constraining the "thrill’ !
to a few rich |
and the establishment of an independent inspectorate, it seems to me,will remain as a

concept . What Ambedkar talked about the tribals-he did so-.applies to the majority of J
Keralites now. It's appalling,yet true.
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Godly Shalom Kc
once you are done with your (X1 CUO(MVo, you will be appointed as the Chief of

Kerala State Lotteries.
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THANK GOD THAT HERE WE HAVE A PERSON WITH INSIDER KNOWLEDGE OF HOW A
GOVERNMENT OPERATES! AND HE IS TRANSPARENT WITH THE PUBLIC TOO! BLESS
YOU DEAR SIR! SADA.INDIA.
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Bala Gopal
*Singapore Prime Minister speech goes viral in India!!!*

*Hear it out*

*Friends, kindly share it to EVERYONE also.*
AAALA
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One doubt 2 ?

What are the ""NORMS™ =1 @ 4 ? of a ""SATISFACTORY REPLY or SATISFACTORY
EXPLANATION "**? Where is this rule %% written ? which Departments - which Manual ?
A0 =5 - What is the ""ILIDICIARY INTFRPRFTATION OF “*SATISFACTORY FXPI ANATION
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One doubt \J ?

What are the ""NORMS™ == (@ i ? of a ""SATISFACTORY REPLY or SATISFACTORY
EXPLANATION ***? Where is this rule % written ? which Departments - which Manual ?
0 % - What is the ""JUDICIARY INTERPRETATION OF ""SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION
"2  WHO DECIDES ""WHAT IS SATISFACTION™ ? - IN INDIA WHO ARE -
“*CRITICIZABLE and WHO ARE NOT™ ? -

If a ""reply or explanation is not-satisfatory™ will the ""REASONS FOR NOT
SATISFACTORY ** be provided - numbering them - 1.23.4......7

Actually, WHO SHOULD GET SATISHED FOR WHAT ? WHO SHOULD BE SATISFIED FOR
WHAT? -

The INDIAN PARLIAMENT and HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA- Should DEFINITELY
PASS BILLS and GIVE OUT VERDICTS ON ""EXPLANATIONS, SATISFACTION,
SATISFACTORY ** etc....considering- HONESTY, WHISTLE BLOWER POLICY, TORTURE
incurred due to PERSONAL VENDATTA OF SENIOR OFFICERS, MISUSE OF POWER and
MISUSE OF SPECIAL PRIVILEGES TO SENIOR OFFICERS, CRIMINAL MINDNESS OF
SENIOR OFFICIALS, Torture due to EGO and ENVY OF SENIOR OFFICIALS TOWARDS THE
LOW PROFILE OFFICIALS - IN ALL DEPARTMENTS - including CIVIL SERVICES.
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Pauls Davis

You said it. Lottery is heavily biased to get money from the working labor population
and to create an illusion about people getting rich. It is unfortunate that the state which

boast about the literacy rate doesn't have people with financial literacy. Maybe another
way to keep people engaged and create employment numbers.
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Joseph John
Please publish it in malayalam news paper.

3w Like Reply



File No. TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES-Part(1) (Computer No. 3358684)

Generated from eOffice by RAHUL R C, ASO-GAD(AIS A1), ASO-GAD(AIS-Al), General Administration Department. on 07/01/2026 03:48 PM




Note # 1
2lo@A6M & ol
(MeMNOM RIWMIERDl QAldha] W@OBeod@d ailamee enéi@g@g@@g
@p@euaw dleqglodge MSay an@elad &emose.

VD). (@RI, a)B af)M CaDMJ ey @REDEME@ allae. 29.11.2025 aF
CaDMUEYSI®  MULNIM BRIVIERCIOD &dges eMFALIESM LMEAIW & Fla]
OOWEIM OB A M @O (UWITD MIVA afM Caldl@ afETiw
CRIQIMEOMIOSIale Cal(Y Oa@IE@AREONUTBe, @OEGale DM EYMIORI G Qe
celsu M @vilelo @n}gocﬂl_@ﬂ%g@ ARO0 BHOLEERUD mﬁg@ocm@enmomsmmmoerﬁ @R
MesnicnWl g alwedeeemeEdlal Madl@e engd wwoed ardalalgesa.

D@0, aldlewowlgydl@d alme. eensd WwoHAd elRXISIQ
deapdgmd @l  (@UIM.agmd @REFNOOM  CadM  eYss  CaldMl@d
mmomcﬁu&].qjl%gg SIEIERE.  GRARSS  AUTY®IEDIW 0QaflQe O EHOM

©aN0dWBA afM @O (UBIAT MIWAB o)A CalAlM af @Ol ceI6UMm OO

ol Balo GaDM 60y Gaoqlonh mMAmM Ca#dGe EDEAIOUD 01320 HI QI 6TE.

oD Alau@eom MUty Dem mmd ea@lM CaOud 6nigd
wmadal QYRS admemmalensy agm  alae.  WeERLOIM e FER . S|
Aaoovicd censd ada Woodd eIl deqodg @RMEIML Eo6IS g
S an@lme ®sA@msaldl  quesniuWly pomEAlM@ad@]  alad O (G SOlQYeSs
goadmim almegs (ldequeomauEeme (al0@S AN@@S) eigd WM Qldal 0 (Ol &5)
alo(@D6Mo 6).21@QYI YN DIE).

12/12/2025 02:54 PM BABU G
SO (H) TAXES

Note # 2

W  (@URID.af)(B  @REGaNTTIETD  CaDM 6Ty dEs) Galoql@d mmomﬁuéhﬁg@g
SHO0LERG.  EOARSS  WTP®alE2IW 2QaISiQe HAWHIM  ©a000WBA o an
AT (10T MIVAB oD Caldl@ ofe@® coiamamlec ald@ale GanmJ
s calomiload milad eaudge eensd wosad m@\moa&ﬂmﬂ%mﬁ. @) ) @
00BN @@ Mo.  TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES-0 @peencwad@l. Q@M.

oomEal@ao® nigd. WD&EIRY AU alodh @M 6.aIQIQYMMDIET.

12/12/2025 03:51 PM REJANI M
DS (B) TAXES

Note # 3

12/12/2025 07:08 PM PRAMOD M V

AS (PS) TAXES

File No. TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES-Part(1) (Computer No. 3358684)

Generated from eOffice by RAHUL R C, ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), General Administration Department. on 07/01/2026 03:47 PM



Note # 4

12/12/2025 09:13 PM K R JYOTHILAL
ACS (TAXES)

Note # 5
aflad” 6@ 501 B:6M=) a0y, )6 BOTIQY madallajoeno

19/12/2025 07:18 PM K N BALAGOPAL
FM-FIN
Note # 6

00 allai@o aVosnIW o) Main file avadmo qvaBaless.

28/12/2025 09:15 PM DR A JAYATHILAKITIAS
CS(GOK)

Note # 7

29/12/2025 12:53 PM KRJYOTHILAL

ACS (TAXES)

Note # 8

29/12/2025 01:11 PM MANOJ K
JS (H) TAXES

Note # 9

29/12/2025 05:44 PM REJANI M
DS (B) TAXES

Note # 10

30/12/202510:07 AM BABU G

2

File No. TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES-Part(1) (Computer No. 3358684)

Generated from eOffice by RAHUL R C, ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), ASO-GAD(AIS-Al), General Administration Department. on 07/01/2026 03:47 PM



SO (H) TAXES
Note # 11
ecmos#6 -eel afllad OMVEGSOIW)eOS DOMOQ] &HENoel)o. 01 Afla®o
MoeniTWlaj 62@IM aN@@3  6MNIa0).WMBHO0Y Udla] 2@DIW)OS
oomoAlend @eSIMOOMETI@d  23.12.2025-M GAD (AIS-A) Udn)aflm
00820010g)enE. Sl an@eNemiesiaje Gal@E®  aflad OV S0 E6

qadafleeymailm’ 20l aD@®@3 &) S| sl Uy aflm’
66> B0 0O QU MN @IEM).
30/12/2025 10:30 AM NITHIN THALIB K

ASO (H1) TAXES

Note # 12

30/12/2025 10:31 AM BABU G
SO (H) TAXES

Note # 13

30/12/2025 10:32 AM MANOJ K
JS (H) TAXES

Note # 14

30/12/202510:37 AM BABU G
SO (H) TAXES

Note # 15
30/12/202511:18 AM NITHIN THALIB K
ASO (H1) TAXES

Note # 16

3

File No. TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES-Part(1) (Computer No. 3358684)

Generated from eOffice by RAHUL R C, ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), ASO-GAD(AIS-Al), General Administration Department. on 07/01/2026 03:47 PM



30/12/2025 11:21 AM SURYASREE S
SO-GAD(AIS-A)

4

File No. TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES-Part(1) (Computer No. 3358684)

Generated from eOffice by RAHUL R C, ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), General Administration Department. on 07/01/2026 03:47 PM



HI2357 68/ 2005 PTEREE(H)

SLTY/5415/2025-PUBA1 SL
TLOMNUNIM BINYBH)C] WDOREOY
@) UMODal)@0
@@ :06-12-2025
Phone: 04712305193

Email Id : cru.dir.lotteries@kerala.gov.in

MUOMUOOM RO H6)0]
WOEA,
@O)UIMODal}®0

@R Wlauemn@d aflad
OITVEGS0],

M) af)a]) U],
@10} UM D al)©0.

auad,

flaH@oi-  MVOMUOIM RONIBO}0] WWOHENQ - alomuiaileowno -l
(JUDITDY.ag)(B OB 29/11/2025 ORI HAOWMY NI Caloqy -
aruosTUmMWla]

caed aflav@omica) Malmo (UYRLEHEMIGHYT). WO (@JUDOND).ag)(D
a)0M Facebook @RHODENEITd MMy 29/11/2025 M GaOIVNNSHITS  TVOMUOIM
BONYE)01O® )02 ))88 6MFIRLI0EMERMGAIW &)0la], WSeENB HaN0dUB
af)M A@OBIED (@JUOOND MOWAB gl CaldlEd fPIOI® CRIEIMETMOOSIao
Galoqy ©2IQIE)IM). @REFaN0 GaDTVEN)BEIOal caloqileno  celeLM@DIR)0
@mpoallaflg)ss afeo 00688303 QUM @I aflo)EL@oE. @MY@
Aoovleygg anyoe  allwdleoem  @)ola] ®)SBMSaIS|EUBH6 W]
EOEMOOSIajo BalBHOYIM).

afluomY®eIes,

2

File No. TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES Part(1) (Computer No. 3358684)

Generated from eOffice by RAHUL R C, ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), General Administration Department. on 07/01/2026 03:47 PM

1138578/2025



HI¥3576/ 2005 PUERESIH) 1/138578/2025

~~

MUoTUOOM BIWNYBOO] WO

Signed by
Mithun Premraj

ooé;\ EﬂUégff?ziaAjzi Part(1) (Computer No. 3358684)

craled from eOffice by RAHUL R C, ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), General Administration Department. on 07/01/2026 03:47 PM

3



HI23578/ 2025 PIKRESIH)

o'k'.-%pcag

o

al®20dudo

OJ(IBA(U)

312,222 £alRIS6)]

OENRIHH W6, oD

@ROUDBNOBHE O

eH0lelo T1022 G&:0S].

c¢elogol aslol=1l: sl

File No. TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES-Part(1) (Computer No. 3358684)

eaengl emaelg’ @RM)AIGIE6ANM
@SN D 12,222 GHISL
alh0o MO0  @RMYAUEIE)M®)

celogol

cel0g0l e0m)eRlaHm 0)ud 2010 6el

Facebook post yaimuo (@000 @Y 66)0]
1 |aJeiden)o MB86Id anenElsleng)®@)es aflg) aoal @& (GST
66 BHHO0L0 £aQIMD|BY0s D88®) al)B6MAIW)o 0075-00-
g)6BBOM@IBEM T @R01wg).{103-99-Sale Proceeds of Lottery tickets

?13,244lag)m  0QIMY)  BlOaUSHOTICLIBE)]
c®0S] D266, @R@eal T1022(Sau0]  @EUOMIR0  BS)E6)HWIE)
305l 630N M00RI0MIO)OS|OaIQIN@.  TVoMILNOMm  MUAESHOD

@@o  al@land@laf) ag)eMIO BRI E6) 0] ag)qRoeN{ladoa )
alO@)M@ ealeiaflm)yo & RN\ B6)0]
OOFIRLIEM@OE. qudeeod|msamiafimec 80) Mllo ©)s6;
(JUBDDTH6) M@ wenud|80cod  MLIMIOIS  QUBaUEDIRl)o
agmBs] @ReeDMEloV|nRGITd  AUGOI0)EmYMM). @RV
milqomlelg). Udn)aflond @R)UUDLOMYMVEEMO

MAee0d  Ud)aflm  eley@IenaM).
312,222 ©)al 6TURGITD  @QB\GR|(2025-26 UMD &> QBaHo
Uslo)omilelg) e af)M|DEmEOTTd  Us0)Om0IS)SSO)

omq@jlense)s. OO  TUBH86IE(12822.13 GHOSIWoEM) @OV
&S0 Bl Mo alldlajolaidlaflond ool oy aeal
?12,222| 0013 USOTTB  BS)BO)TNE@IOSIA0
e»0S] emalg af® (UASOIB|O2IBINGHUD  UMWeAS ealelal
aleb@ee)o  @RMAIGIBOIMONI0.|UBIB U OTo/@d mlam)yo emalg|
cens0l Qid)a] DegEsIed eMAIgAaOIENHEO @RGP  ald:Ho
#lg)o.|aflg)ueailcd mlanyo emalg
(PR,  EMEUaHIBeIR,|ealeialf]a) GUOaHo QAT - e alein]
mlooelosnud, aDEBINO| DB 38 @10 @D &D|HO1H6)HW)0
enoWlajaid- DOUIBOHEIOBEE)|6) 2 (MN).

sruRgled ©aleinl UBl@aUd O ITD
)@ @)
usolo)omiallg)eenesslel)o @12
62181 80D @860 Sleeg|
aflgyauealm’
@M 0@ 20186 0.

& a OISO R 6S 61120 H6)
o } QOTT=0 gm@@@mﬂmomﬁ Al00@UdET) @)
“0l0REOMW” &m 71022  CGdHIS]

Jato@ym  (@®0mo 12222 @HOS]
Hglg) ag)am @Ry UDEHDIEM

£2lelQlos8s] 13244 GHOS| DEN20H6)

4

Generated from eOffice by RAHUL R C. ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), General Administration Department. on 07/01/2026 03:47 PM

11138577/2025



5323576/ 2005 PTERESI(H)

UROITd  2IRY@OM)0

alelde)o. 12,222 GHOS| aldhOo

ML) @O 1@3 mcm’Ie:oczcemsnarm".

@RO1O.I (JAUBODHM dlajo @)EQIW)
1022 G®OS] 606N MI0IRI0MIO)AS

(@JUBMo al@lan@]afjenam
@) EOIIEM DT @D SHemilgy.
BOUNYee)01 Sleeg aflejm 8000
MSO 6@ ®:1@d 20@co Q)

ooFleN&HWd  6alg)  oallaimo
msemom  slaflgoom  aflkowo
@RB)HUD DUBOA]g 2 LIBHEOMISO
ey =M alleonEmim emosleno
QUOYBOMALY0 LIBYAIH) & W)SS).

misleading statements

Deccan Herald

non-tax revenue — an

printing, publicity, and

2  |Mutually contradictory

In 2022-2023, Kerala’s State
Lotteries fetched ¥11,892.88 crore,

a staggering 78.67% of the State’s

extraordinary dependence.

Kerala's lottery is an expensive
machine that burns ¥90-392 of
every T100 on prizes, agents’

discounts, and commissions,

administration, leaving only a

sliver for the exchequer, while

Byee01  Sleeg  allgymaienes

eiclgym ) al)@6ma@ow)o
CONSOLIDATED aDENEIGEISS)
S)8O)M@IMIGd  CRAG  H@OM
TUomMilnom @ lend M) Gle®o

QO)@0M@O®1506M) REPORT ON STATE
FINANCE @3 DUBOQS) TN @).

@R IMOmD (l3lep)) MuoMILDom
MBLOITIONG Hemasleno v @)
me) Ble®o QUY2OMA0W]

SEMHO)M). af)MOMD  OalLIN)dr D
&l )88 (@JOUB@HM @lajo
@OODMERYM AUSOO® )OI, GAGY
alOem  0leajodg)HEled allg) aeal
@&  ajdemacw)o  Me)BlCW®O
QUOYROMOMIGE  $06M186)M@IMOTD
cesngolwled mlamye aefll@ ao)@domo

File No. TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES-Part(1) (Computer No. 3358684)

society absorbs the debt, distress, [2IEl&6)N) ag)am (O]
and despair. Qale6eq sIg)6ne.

3 |The following para creates doubt|6&08/o =le)wl@d celogol
in the mind of public without any|Ql@ajM®)oc @RHOBAO®LO  MEE)0
substantive evidence. While it hasjgTWlafla)ss

been mentioned that correlation is
not causation, the article attempts
to imply the same without a shred

of evidence or research on

@RABIUDOBE BGRIELMOTDIGE 6080
=gjil@d @AM @R TDAODLO
MlEHe HUENOSIM@0  BRED
MLOWo YWAMM ERINSO] MLEBOMEERUY

5

Generated from eOffice by RAHUL R C, ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), General Administration Department. on 07/01/2026 03:47 PM

11138577/2025

-



HIX357E/2025 PUERESI(H)

draw PDFs) list 2,338 prizes = %1

for high local sales....

harm.

matter. elclae)anm)o hnflard
enuWlaflaflclee)am,.
Kollam is both a mirror and a 2000) (@JTRIIM (Oﬂ(amgo
message. The NCRB data show the/@@SITunom  @a0l®Qlo  RMEEROSB
highest suicide rate in India e@ghuroﬁ«a’lm;m@gmosm‘i 0@ )|
— 48.6 per lakh — in Kollam city|@0e®o0) w0IM @@ @RSIMUOOMERD
In parallel, unofficial district-wise|/®@@g&EO el EO®))
compilations of Kerala lottery|©alo®)&RMeERSGD @RMOIIUD\BOW

results (aggregated from public/@QU0B®]0 MO wWonemw)o

lakh won in Kollam — among the
highest tallies statewide. Because
high-value wins are statistically
proportional to tickets purchased,

the prize density is a strong proxy

Correlation is not causation; yet,
the coexistence of very high
suicide incidence and intense
lottery participation is a red flag
demanding epidemiological study

into debt stress, fatalism, and self-

(T}_)nﬁéhﬂﬁ‘)g(mg.

of the Deccan Herald article.

File No. TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES-Part(1) (Computer No. 3358684)

Generated from eOffice by RAHUL R C, ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), ASO-GAD(AIS-A1), Gencra

4 |Promotion of Goa style Casino|GRIELMOMI@d GULOAIWIeL 06(Jug
based gambling over the Kerala|n0o6Milot) &OMUIEMOHOS DBIaNGla)
State run Lotteries (which is a|@@®06NE @ROMO0  TLOAIWOIMETID)
policy matter of the Government),@@é@ﬂd@bﬂ(bﬁ @M
as evidenced in the following lines|(@JU0oMIl&6)H®0  @ROIEMOIOSIao

- Goa's casinos are run by private E)QJ(Q;A(TT)AGT’@U. CHO8 (MoMunom
licensees under a state licensing @om{smgo’] m;@s&gmow;o Gdh((3,
regime: the government’s role is to[(TLOMUOOM MRS HSB)6S
regulate and collect licence fees|MI@AEERUIHH)0 21568RUBH)0
GST, and allied taxes from|QJELAIWIEM (JAUBDDHOYMNO).

operators serving largely affluent

MAee0d  GaslelWIeel  TUoMOIM
¢el0g01e® @0Sle] &HO6MIB)EW)o

6

I Administration Department. on 07/01/2026 03:47 PM

138577

2025



HIX35768/2025 PUERESI(H)

tourists and patrons. Kerala, by
contrast, is itself the operator.
- Above all, separate operator from
regulator: a state department that
runs lotteries cannot, by definition,
self-police impartially.

- Goa's casinos are private,
licensed, and tourist-facing;
Kerala’s lottery is public, mass-

facing and extractive
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According to 2022-2023 numbers, Kerala's per-capita legal lottery sales are by far the highest in India: roughly 33,300 per
resident per year (311,892.88 crore divided by ~3.58 crore people), compared with 75 in Punjab and %6 in West Bengal in recent
years. On countless corners, queues form not for wages but for a miracle. Each ticket is a whisper of deliverance; each draw, a
ritual of disappointment. This is a dystopian psychological experiment gone wrong, where luck displaced hard work, wiring
itself on the blind hope of the impossible happening.

The psychology of chance, not choice

For many young Keralites, the lottery has become the first ‘business’ they know, and the last hope they trust. Behavioural science
explains the slide: the near-miss effect convinces the brain that failing is ‘almost winning’, while the gambler’s fallacy whispers
that a win is ‘due’. These mechanics spur repeated play — especially when odds are opaque, and draws are frequent.

Among adolescents, simply buying lottery tickets correlates with higher problem — gambling severity and more permissive
attitudes to gambling; these aren’t abstract lab effects, they reshape habits, crowd out initiative, and erode investment in skills.

Kerala's lottery arithmetic

In 2022-2023, Kerala's State Lotteries fetched %11,892 88 crore, a staggering 78.67% of the State's non-tax revenue — an
extraordinary dependence for a polity proud of egalitarian ideals. Behavioural economists have found that lottery spending falls
as income rises, and estimate people would spend almost 43% less on gambling if they reasoned statistically rather than
intuitively; for that, you need full disclosure by government and informed decision-making by citizens — both lacking in Kerala.

Public-health authorities across the globe now treat gambling harms as population-level burdens — with mental-health, family
and financial fallout — requiring systemic controls and ring-fenced treatment funding. Kerala's lottery is an expensive machine
that burns 390-292 of every 100 on prizes, agents’ discounts, and commissions, printing, publicity, and administration, leaving
onlv a sliver for the excheauer. while societv absorbs the deb‘t, distress. and despair.
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In 2022-2023 alone, nearly 7,000 crore went as prizes and well over ¥3,700 crore to agent margins — before departmental costs —
simply to ‘earn’ headline sales (sales total and prize-share/commission rules). Put plainly, a small fraction of what we now burn
to run the lottery each year could fund KBF many times over — without selling false hope to the poor or fuelling addiction.

The house always wins

Lotteries are engineered to ensure the organiser never loses. The prize pool is set below total ticket sales, with the remainder
carved out for the exchequer, distributor/agent discounts/commissions, administration, and taxes. In other words, the
administrator wins by design, buyers, as a group, lose by design. International evidence is unambiguous: state lotteries typically
return only 40-60% of gross sales to players as prizes — far lower than other games of chance — so the expected value for buyers
1s negative even before considering taxes and travel/time costs.

In India, the effective tax on winnings is ~31.2%, plus surcharge for very high prizes, further lowering expected returns for those
few who do win. Kerala's own scheme architecture confirms structural skims: official prize-structure notes set distributor/agent
economics by ticket discounts and prize-linked commissions, locking in margins upstream of any prize payout

On top of this, GST on lottery tickets has been increased to 40% in 2025 — a move Kerala opposed, but which nonetheless
underscores how much of every rupee paid by the buyer will never return as prizes. Those who buy tickets are told they are
‘competing with one another’ for the jackpot; the truth is starker: collectively they are funding the organiser. A tiny fraction of
buyers is compensated disproportionately; the vast majority underwrite the loss. Purchasing that thrill may be a luxury for the
affluent. Exposing poorer citizens to that engineered thrill — until it becomes habit or addiction — is a cruelty. An ethical lottery
administrator would, therefore, constrain participation to those who can afford to lose; a credible regulator would insist on that.

The Kollam signal

Kollam is both a mirror and a message. The NCRB data show the highest suicide rate in India — 48 6 per lakh — in Kollam city. In
parallel, unofficial district-wise compilations of Kerala lottery results (aggregated from public draw PDFs) list 2,338 prizes > %1
lakh won in Kollam — among the highest tallies statewide. Because high-value wins are statistically proportional to tickets
purchased, the prize density is a strong proxy for high local sales. Correlation is not causation; yet, the coexistence of very high
suicide incidence and intense lottery participation is a red flag demanding epidemiological study into debt stress, fatalism, and
self-harm.

0Odds, fatalism, and the audit of hope

Globally, jackpots are vanishingly rare: one in 13.98 million in a standard '6/49’ draw, one in 292 2 million in US Powerball, and
around one in 622 million in Italy’s SuperEnalotto. If Kerala insists on lotteries, it must at least tell citizens the truth: publish an
annual ‘Winnability Audit’ detailing tickets sold, prize-tier odds, payout ratios, and a district- and income-band breakdown of
winners — so people can decide with eyes open and researchers can track harm.

Also Read: Suspended Cong MLA Rahul Mamkootathil booked for sexual assault
Also Read: Kerala: MLA Rahul Mamkootathil booked for sexual assault after

survivor files formal complaint with CM Pinarayi Vijayan
Gambling choices
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citizens’ purchases — a mass transfer of household money to the €ﬁchequer, mediated by luck.
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What the UK model teaches us

Britain's Gambling Act 2005 sets three licensing objectives that every operator and authority must pursue: prevent crime and
disorder, ensure gambling is fair and open, and protect children and vulnerable persons from harm. The UK Gambling
Commission enforces these via Licence Conditions and Codes of Practice (LCCP) on fair/open conduct, age-verification,
marketing, technical standards for random outcomes, and detailed data reporting.

It runs national self-exclusion systems (for online, GAMSTOP) and works with advertising regulators to prevent youth targeting,
and require socially responsible messaging. Enforcement is visible: compliance reports, penalties, licence suspensions,
and evolving financial-risk checks to spot harmful spend patterns.

Kerala can legislate these same objectives, create an independent regulator with the LCCP-style licence conditions, mandate
RNG and winnability certification for every product, set up a state-wide self-exclusion register, and publish an annual
compliance/enforcement and harms report. In parallel, if Kerala ever contemplates tourist-facing discretionary gambling, it can
adopt Singapore-style entry levies to shield residents while tapping luxury tourism.

Policy clarity

The path is clear — and humane. Enact and publicise a winnability and harm audit each year, phase out low-denomination,
high-frequency draws that reach vulnerable youth, replace them with premium, low-frequency draws with strict KYC so
participation is purely discretionary, and ring-fence a public-health levy on gross gaming revenue for debt-counselling, addiction
treatment, and family support — administered outside the lotteries department

Above all, separate operator from regulator. a State department that runs lotteries cannot, by definition, self-police impartially. In
a democracy, a State-run lottery must be the most ethical, without independent oversight, the pressure to maximise revenue will
always overwhelm dharma.

Kerala has never been shy of moral leadership. It built a reputation by expanding human capability, not exploiting human
vulnerability. Today, its lottery model sadly replaces effort with expectation and fleeces the most fragile emotion of all — hope.

Goa's casinos are private, licensed, and tourist-facing; Kerala's lottery is public, mass-facing and extractive. If there must be
gambling, let it rest on privilege and informed choice, not poverty and ignorance. If there must be hope, let it be cultivated
through work, skills, education, and enterprise — not as false hope sold across a lottery counter with a,government stamp on it.

Prasanth Nair is a civil servant and author.
(Disclaimer: The views expressed above are the author's own. They do not necessarily reflect the views of DH.)
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
No.AIS.A1/375/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: .04.2026

From

The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.
Ref:- Letter No.444/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 27.12.2025 of the
A "K/ Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police
Y Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala

I am direefed to invite your attention to the letter referred to above. It is
hereby informed that the Government of Kerala proposes to initiate disciplinary
action against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal)

Rules, 1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of charge
(Annexure-I). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -II). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-III and Annexure-IV, respectively.



3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence to bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”, If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.

7. The receipt of this communication may be acknowledged by you.

Yours faithfully,

&
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/375/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 02.05.2026

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 - Reg.

Ref:- Letter No.444/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 27.12.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police
Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala.

[ am to invite your attention to the letter referred to above. It is hereby
informed that the Government of Kerala proposes to initiate disciplinary action
against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,

1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of charge
(Annexure-I). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -II). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-III and Annexure-IV, respectively.



3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence to bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.

7. The receipt of this communication may be acknowledged by you.

Yours faithfully,

Sachirf Kumar Yadav IAS,
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty,
For Chief Secretary to Government.
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Annexure [

e
Articles of Charﬁ against Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007)(w/s)

Article of Charge - 1
That you, Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007), while under suspension,

made a Facebook post dated 29.11.2025 and caused publication of an article in
the newspaper Deccan Herald concerning the functioning of the State
Lotteries.

The said Facebook post and article contained statements in respect of the
functioning of the State Lotteries which were false, misleading, and capable of
creating public misunderstanding regarding the policy and operations of the

State Government.

By making and publishing such statements in public media, you engaged
in adverse criticism of the policy/action of the State Government in a manner
prejudicial to the interests of the Government and unbecoming of a member of

the Service.

Article of Charge - I1

That, the aforesaid Facebook post and newspaper article were not
made in the bonafide discharge of official duties and do not qualify as literary,
artistic, or scientific work within the meaning of the All India Services
(Conduct) Rules, 1968. By publishing the said content in your own name
without any official sanction and outside the scope of official functions, you
have acted in contravention of the conduct expected of a member of the

Service.

Article of Charge - III

That by publishing the aforesaid statements in public media, which
included incorrect assertions and conclusions concerning the policy/action of
the State Government relating to State Lotteries, you acted in a manner

prejudicial to the interests of the Government and failed to maintain the



standards of integrity, devotion to duty and conduct expected of a member of
the All India Services.

Your above acts are prima facie found to be in violation of Rules
3(1), 3(1A) (1), 3(1A) (iv), 3(1A)(v), 3(2B) (iii), 6 and 7 of the All India

Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

You are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of
this, a written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be
heard in person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect
of charges as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or
deny each article of charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit
your written statement of defence on or before the date specified above, or do
not appear in person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse
to comply with the provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules, 1969, or the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said

rule, the Inquiring Authority may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007) IAS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.



Annexure I1

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of Articles of Charge framed against Shri.Prasanth N
IAS (KL:2007)

1. It has come to the notice of the Government that Shri.Prasanth N
IAS (KL:2007), while continuing under suspension, had posted misleading and
critical remarks regarding the State Lotteries in his Facebook post dated
29/11/2025 and also in his article written in his name in the newspaper Deccan

Herald.

2. On examination, it is noticed that several statements made in the
Facebook post and the said article concerning the functioning of the State
Lotteries were false and misleading. The statements were capable of creating
public misunderstanding regarding the State Government’s lottery policy and

operations.

3. Examination of the contents reveals that the Facebook post and the
article were not written in the discharge of official duties of Shri.Prasanth N
IAS (KL:2007), IAS. They do not fall within the permissible category of
literary, artistic or scientific work under the All India Services (Conduct) Rules,

1968.

4. The statements made therein amount to adverse criticism of a
current policy/action of the State Government relating to State Lotteries and

were made through public media in his own name.

5. By making and publishing false and misleading statements in
public media, which amount to adverse criticism of Government policy and

which were not connected with official duties, Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007),



IAS acted in violation of Rules 6 and 7 of the All India Services (Conduct)
Rules, 1968.

6. The aforesaid acts constitute failure to maintain absolute integrity,
devotion to duty and conduct unbecoming of a member of the Service, thereby
violating Rule 3(1), Rule 3(1A)(i), Rule 3(1A)(iv), Rule 3(1A)(v), Rule 3(2B)
(iii), 6 and 7 of the All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

7. Government also noticed that the officer is continuously making
derogatory comments about Government, even after he was placed under
suspension for misconduct of a similar nature. The officer, by such social
media posts, is undermining the administrative machinery and tarnishing the
reputation of Government among the general public and is habitually violating

the provisions of AIS (Conduct) Rules 1968.

8. Hence, the charges.

IS
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Annexure I11

List of documents by which the articles of charge? framed against
Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007)

1. Letter No.SLTY/5415/2025-PUBA1 SL dated 06.12.2025 from the

Director of State Lotteries.

2. Letter No.444/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 27.12.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters,

Police Headquarters, Kerala (along with enclosures).

¢



Annexure IV

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against

Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007)

1. Dr. Mithun Premraj IAS, Director of State Lotteries.

2. Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS, Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.
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Annexure |

Articles of Charge against Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007)(u/s)

Article of Charge - 1

That you, Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007), while under suspension,
made a Facebook post dated 29.11.2025 and caused publication of an article in
the newspaper Deccan Herald concerning the functioning of the State
Lotteries.
The said Facebook post and article contained statements in respect of the
functioning of the State Lotteries which were false, misleading, and capable of
creating public misunderstanding regarding the policy and operations of the

State Government.

By making and publishing such statements in public media, you engaged
in adverse criticism of the policy/action of the State Government in a manner
prejudicial to the interests of the Government and unbecoming of a member of

the Service.

Article of Charge - 11

That, the aforesaid Facebook post and newspaper article were not
made in the bonafide discharge of official duties and do not qualify as literary,
artistic, or scientific work within the meaning of the All India Services
(Conduct) Rules, 1968. By publishing the said content in your own name
without any official sanction and outside the scope of official functions, you
have acted in contravention of the conduct expected of a member of the

Service.

Article of Charge - III

That by publishing the aforesaid statements in public media, which
included incorrect assertions and conclusions concerning the policy/action of
the State Government relating to State Lotteries, you acted in a manner

prejudicial to the interests of the Government and failed to maintain the



standards of integrity, devotion to duty and conduct expected of a member of
the All India Services.

Your above acts are prima facie found to be in violation of Rules
3(1), 3(1A)(1), 3(1A) (iv), 3(1A)(v), 3(2B) (iii), 6 and 7 of the All India

Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

You are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of
this, a written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be
heard in person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect
of charges as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or
deny each article of charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit
your written statement of defence on or before the date specified above, or do
not appear in person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse
to comply with the provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules, 1969, or the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said

rule, the Inquiring Authority may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

r. A Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.

Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007) IAS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.



Annexure Il

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of Articles of Charge framed against Shri.Prasanth N
IAS (KL:2007)

1. It has come to the notice of the Government that Shri.Prasanth N
IAS (KL:2007), while continuing under suspension, had posted misleading and
critical remarks regarding the State Lotteries in his Facebook post dated
29/11/2025 and also in his article written in his name in the newspaper Deccan

Herald.

2. On examination, it is noticed that several statements made in the
Facebook post and the said article concerning the functioning of the State
Lotteries were false and misleading. The statements were capable of creating
public misunderstanding regarding the State Government’s lottery policy and

operations.

3. Examination of the contents reveals that the Facebook post and the
article were not written in the discharge of official duties of Shri.Prasanth N
IAS (KL:2007), IAS. They do not fall within the permissible category of
literary, artistic or scientific work under the All India Services (Conduct) Rules,

1968.

4. The statements made therein amount to adverse criticism of a
current policy/action of the State Government relating to State Lotteries and

were made through public media in his own name.

5. By making and publishing false and misleading statements in
public media, which amount to adverse criticism of Government policy and

which were not connected with official duties, Shri.Prasanth N TAS (KL:2007),



IAS acted in violation of Rules 6 and 7 of the All India Services (Conduct)

Rules, 1968.

6. The aforesaid acts constitute failure to maintain absolute integrity,
devotion to duty and conduct unbecoming of a member of the Service, thereby
violating Rule 3(1), Rule 3(1A)(i), Rule 3(1A)(iv), Rule 3(1A)(v), Rule 3(2B)
(iii), 6 and 7 of the All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

7. Government also noticed that the officer is continuously making
derogatory comments about Government, even after he was placed under
suspension for misconduct of a similar nature. The officer, by such social
media posts, is undermining the administrative machinery and tarnishing the
reputation of Government among the general public and is habitually violating

the provisions of AIS (Conduct) Rules 1968.

8. Hence, the charges.

Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.




Annexure 11

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against
Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007)

1. Letter No.SLTY/5415/2025-PUBA1 SL dated 06.12.2025 from the

Director of State Lotteries.

2. Letter No0.444/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 27.12.2025 of the
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters,

Police Headquarters, Kerala (along with enclosures).

2

Chief Secretary.

r. A Jayathilak TAS

7,



Annexure [V

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against
Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007)

1. Dr. Mithun Premraj IAS, Director of State Lotteries.

2. Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS, Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations.

Jayathildk IAS,
Chief Secretary.
£,



No. AIS.A1/3¥5/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

NOTE

Sub:- IAS - Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Facebook post -
Lotteries- Reg.

Please see the file No.TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES received
from Taxes (H) Department. That Department has forwarded the
report received from Director of State Lotteries regarding facebook
post made by Shri. Prasanth N IAS. The information received from
the Directorate of State Lottery Department. In the report it has
been stated that Shri. Prasy‘iant N. posted a misleading post about
the state lottery on Facebook on 29.11.2025 along with an article
written in the name of Prasiant Nair in the newspaper Deccan
Herald. The Lottery Director has informed that many of the
statements made in the the post and article about the functioning
of State Lotteries are false. However, the Director of State
Lotteries hasn’t furnished copy ﬁf_ the article written in the
newspaper Deccan Herald or}f;e;ﬁlsacebook screenshot posted with
it.

2. The Taxes Department in Government hasn’t expressed

their views on the report submitted by Director of State Lotteries.

3. The contents of the facebook posts could be

edited/deleted. Hence, as in an earlier file (AIS-A1/279/2024-
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GAD) which deals with facebook/social media posts and
interviews of Shri. Prasanth N IAS, the copy of facebook post
along with its comments, may be obtained from SP, Cyber

Operations through SPC for examining the matter.

3. Subject to orders draft letter to SPC put up for approval.
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6. Please see the file No.TAXES-Hl/SEi;l/ZOZS-TAXES received from
Taxes (H) Department. That Department has forwarded the report
received from Director of State Lotteries regarding facebook post
made by Shri. Prasanth N IAS. The information received from the
Directorate of State Lottery Department. In the report it has been
stated that Shri. Prasant N. posted a misleading post about the state
lottery on Facebook on 29.11.2025 along with an article written in
the name of Prashant Nair in the newspaper Deccan Herald. The
Lottery Director has informed that many of the statements made in
the the post and article about the functioning of State Lotteries are
false. However, the Director of State Lotteries hasn’t furnished copy
of the article written in the newspaper Deccan Herald or the
Facebook screenshot. Hence, they have been obtained through SP,

Cyber Operations as instructed.

7. The SP, Cﬁ)er Operations has furnished soft copy of facebook post
dated 29.11.2025 along with comments and sub-comments along
with digital recording of the linked news item from Deccan Harald
website collected through OSINT tools. The hard copy of facebook
post may be seen at P 21-81 CF. The CD containing video recording

has been kept in section.
8. Rule 6 of AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968 reads as;

6. Connection with press or radio—Previous sanction of the
Government shall not be required when the member of the service,
in the bonafide discharge of his duties or otherwise, publishes a book

or contributes to or participates in a public media.

Provided that he shall observe the provisions of rules and at all times
make it clear that the views expressed, are of his own and not those

of the Government.
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The Rule 7 of AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968 recads as;

Criticism of Government — No member of the Service shall,
in any radio broadcast or communication over any public
media or in any document published anonymously,
pseudonymously or in his own name or in the name of any
other person or in any communication to the press or any

public utterance, make any statement of fact or opinion,--

*Which has the effect of an adverse criticism of any current
or recent policy or action of the Central Government or a
State Government; or

swhich is capable of embarrassing the relations between the
Central Government and any State Government; or

swhich is capable of embarrassing the relations between the
Central Government and the Government of any Foreign
State:

Provided that nothing in this rule shall apply to any statement
made or views expressed by a member of the Service in his
official capacity and in the due performance of the duties

assigned to him.

The Rule 13 (2) of AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968 reads as;

A member of the Service may, without the previous sanction

of the Government,—

(a) undertake honorary work of a social or charitable nature,

or
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(b) undertake occasional work of a literary, artistic or scientific

character. .....

9. In this case, the facebook post and articles by Shri. N.

Prasanth are not seen written in connection with discharge of official

duties. They cannot be considered as works of literary, artistic or

scientific character, either. Moreover, the Director of State Lotteries

has clearly stated that the statements made by Shri. Prasanth N IAS

are not true to facts and the Taxes Department in Government has

forwarded the file to this Department as AIS matters are dealt with

here.

10. File submitted for orders.
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12. Please see the file NO.TA;ES—H1/384/2025-TAXES
received from Taxes (H) Department. That Department has
forwarded the report received from Director of State Lotteries
regarding facebook post made by Shri. Prasanth N IAS. The
information received from the Directorate of State Lottery
Department. In the report it has been stated that Shri. PrasantyN.
posted a misleading post about the state lottery on Facebook on
29.11.2025 along with an article written in the name of Prasl?(amk
Nair in the newspaper Deccan Herald. The Lottery Director has
informed that many of the statements made in the the post and
article about the functioning of State Lotteries are false. However,
the Director of State Lotteries hasn’t furnished copy of the article
written in the newspaper Deccan Herald or the Facebook
screenshot. Hence, they have been obtained through SP, Cyber

Operations as instructed.

13. The SP, Eyber Operations has furnished soft copy of
facebook post dated 29.11.2025 along with comments and sub-
comments along with digital recording of the linked news item
from Deccan Harald website collected through OSINT tools. The
hard copy of facebook post may be seen at P 21-81 CF. The CD

containing video recording has been kept in section.
14. Rule 6 of AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968 reads as;

6. Connection with press or radio—Previous sanction of the
Government shall not be required when the member of the service,
in the bonafide discharge of his duties or otherwise, publishes a

book or contributes to or participates in a public media.
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Provided that he shall observe the provisions of rules and at all
times make it clear that the views expressed, are of his own and not

those of the Government.

The Rule 7 of AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968 reads as:

Criticism of Government — No member of the Service shall,
in any radio broadcast or communication over any public
media or in any document published anonymously,
pseudonymously or in his own name or in the name of any
other person or in any communication to the press or any
public utterance, make any statement of fact or opinion,--

*Which has the effect of an adverse criticism of any current
or recent policy or action of the Central Government or a
State Government; or

*which is capable of embarrassing the relations between the
Central Government and any State Government; or

*which is capable of embarrassing the relations between the
Central Government and the Government of any Foreign
State:

Provided that nothing in this rule shall apply to any
statement made or views expressed by a member of the
Service in his official capacity and in the due performance of
the duties assigned to him.

The Rule 13 (2) of AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968 reads as:

A member of the Service may, without the previous
sanction of the Government,—

(a) undertake honorary work of a social or charitable
nature, or

(b) undertake occasional work of a literary, artistic or
scientific character. .....

15. In this case, the facebook post and articles by Shri. N.

Prasanth are not seen written in connection with discharge of
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official duties. They cannot be considered as works of literary,
artistic or scientific character, either. Moreover, the Director of
State Lotteries has clearly stated that the statements made by Shri.
Prasanth N IAS are not true to facts and the Taxes Department in
Government has forwarded the file to this Department as AIS

matters are dealt with here.

16. As per orders at para 11 ante, the matter has been
examined w.r.t the AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968. It is seen that
through the facebook post and newspaper article, Shri. Prasanth N
IAS has violated Rule 6 and 7 of the AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968
which in turn will be violation of of Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)
(iv), 3(1A)(v) and 3(2B)(iii) of the sanmd rules.

17. Submitted for orders.
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19. Please see the file No.TAXES-H1/384/2025-TAXES
received from Taxes (H) Department. That Department has
forwarded the report received from Director of State Lotteries
regarding facebook post made by Shri. Prasanth N IAS. The
information received from the Directorate of State Lottery
Department. In the report it has been stated that Shri. Prasanth N.
posted a misleading post about the state lottery on Facebook on
29.11.2025 along with an article written in the name of Prasanth
Nair in the newspaper Deccan Herald. The Lottery Director has
informed that many of the statements made in the the post and
article about the functioning of State Lotteries are false. However,
the Director of State Lotteries hasn’t furnished copy of the article
written in the newspaper Deccan Herald or the Facebook
screenshot. Hence, they have been obtained through SP, Cyber

Operations as instructed.

20. The SP, C;ber Operations has furnished soft copy of
facebook post dated 29.11.2025 along with comments and sub-
comments along with digital recording of the linked news item
from Deccan Harald website collected through OSINT tools. The
hard copy of facebook post may be seen at P 21-81 CF.

21. As per para 18 NF, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has ordered to

- initiate disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS in this

regard. The following charges may be framed against Shri.

Prasanth N TAS on the alleged misconduct.
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Articles of Charge - I

That you, Shri.Prasanth N TAS (KL:2007), while under
suspension, made a Facebook post dated 29.11.2025 and caused
publication of an article in the newspaper Deccan Herald
concerning the functioning of the State Lotteries.
The said Facebook post and article contained statements in respect
of the functioning of the State Lotteries which were false,
misleading, and capable of creating public misunderstanding

regarding the policy and operations of the State Government.

By making and publishing such statements in public media,
you engaged in adverse criticism of the policy/action of the State
Government in a manner prejudicial to the interests of the Govern-

ment and unbecoming of a member of the Service.

Articles of Charge - I1

That, the aforesaid Facebook post and newspaper article
were not made in the bonafide discharge of official duties and do
not qualify as literary, artistic, or scientific work within the
meaning of the All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968. By
publishing the said content in your own name without any official
sanction and outside the scope of official functions, you have acted
in contravention of the conduct expected of a member of the
Service.
Articles of Charge - 111

That by publishing the aforesaid statements in public

media, which included incorrect assertions and conclusions
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concerning the policy/action of the State Government relating to
State Lotteries, you acted in a manner prejudicial to the interests of
the Government and failed to maintain the standards of integrity,
devotion to duty and conduct expected of a member of the All
India Services.

The above above acts are prima facie found to be in
violation of Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A) (iv), 3(1A)(v), 3(2B) (iii),
6 and 7 of the All India Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which

warrants disciplinary action against the officer.

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed

against Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007)
1. Letter No.SLTY/5415/2025-PUBA1 SL dated 06.12.2025

from the Director of State Lotteries.

2. Letter No.444/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 27.12.2025
of the Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber
Police Headquarters, Police Headquarters, Kerala (along

with enclosures).

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed

against Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KI1.:2007)

1. Dr. Mithun Premraj IAS, Director of State Lotteries.

2. Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS, Superintendent of Police, Cyber

Operations.

22. As per Rule 8(4) of All India Services (Discipline & Appeal\,

Rule 1969 Where it is proposed to hold an Inquiry against a
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member of the Service under this rule and or rule 10, the

disciplinary authority shall draw up or caused to be drawn up—

(a)the substance of the imputations of misconduct or

misbehaviour into definite and distinct articles of charge;

(b)a statement of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour in support of each article of charge, which

shall contain—

(c) a statement of all relevant facts including any admission or

confession made by the member of the Service;

(d) a list of documents by which, and a list of witness by whom

the articles of charge are proposed to be sustained

As per Rule 8(5)(a) of All India Services (Discipline & Appeal)
Rule 1969}'bhe disciplinary authority shall deliver or cause to be
delivered to the member of the Service a copy of the articles of
charge, the statement of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour and a list of documents and witnesses by which each

article of charge is proposed to be sustained.

23. In view of the above rule, file may be submitted to

Hon'ble Chief Minister:-

(a) For the approval of the Articles of Charges as mentioned at

Para 21 above.

(b)If agreed with the above point, whether the Articles of
Charges (point (a) above)/ Statement of Imputations/ List of
documents / List of witnesses may be caused to be drawn up

and delivered to Shri.Prasanth N IAS, by Chief Secretary in

\\’b o
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POLICE /() .,  DEPARTMENT
b
KERALA
Confidential No. T6-144211/2025/PHQ

Police Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram
Bphq.pol@kerala.gov.in
&%04712721547

Dated. 28-07-2025

From
Director General of Police-cum-State Police Chief
Kerala.
To
The Chief Secretary to the Govt. (N/C)
General Administration (AlS-A) Department
Govt. of Kerala
Thiruvananthapuram.
Sir,

Sub : Facebook post of Sri.Prasanth N IAS - Digital copies submitting
of - reg.

Ref : 1. Govt. Letter No. AlS.A1/224/2025/GAD dated: 19.07.2025.
2. Letter No. 232/CAMP/SP-Cyber Ops/2025 dated: 23.07.2025
of the Supdt. of Police, Cyber Operations.

01. Kind attention is invited to the subject and reference cited.

02. In pursuance of the reference cited 1st, the digital copies of a Facebook post
made by Sri. Prasanth N, IAS, which were collected using Open Source Intelligence
(OSINT), received from the Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations is
submitted herewith for favour of information and further necessary action.

Encl: As above.

Yours faithfully

C’ea“"n/

/{/
RAVADA A CHANDRASEKHAR IPS
State Police Chief

TR TR e LRVELE T T
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Post Date - 10/7/2025
Screenshot



GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
No.AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: .07.2025
From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir,
Sub:- IAS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post and interview - reg
I am to directed to request you to collect/retrieve the—seft—eopy—of Fo
enclosed Facebook post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS along with comments and
L AR
sub-comments, rmmeéa{-e%y—w | (J cb
Encl: As above
Yours faithfully,
0 q/f
Copy to
IGP Cyber Operations,
Cyber Division Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram.
L3
o

fx\""’m(

e



GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated:19.07.2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
The State Police Chief cum DGP, Kerala.
Sir,
Sub:- IAS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS — Facebook post and interview - reg
I am to directed to request you to collect/retrieve the enclosed

Facebook post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS along with comments and sub-

comments and furnish a soft copy of the same, urgently.

Encl: As above

Yours faithfully,

Anjana M IAS,

Additional Secretary,

For Chief Secretary to Government.

Approved for issue,

Yy

Section Officer.

Copy to
IGP Cyber Operations,
Cyber Division Headquarters,
Thiruvananthapuram. cﬂ,



®

A bU 72\ No.23d/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025
- Office of the Superintendent of Police
Cyber Operations,
uﬁ%g cYBER Cyber Police Headquarters, PHQ,
_ Thiruvananthapuram
Date: 23/07 /2025

#

From

Superintendent of Police
Cyber Operations

Cyber Police Headquarters,
Police Headquarters, Kerala

To
The DGP & State Police Chief
Police Headquarters, Kerala

Sir,

/\(J Sub: Submission of Digital Copies of Facebook Post — Shri Prasanth N.
IAS- submitting off:-
4
92);4, Ref: No. AIS-A1/224/2025-GAD: Dated 19.07.2025

As per the subject and reference cited above, digital copies of a Facebook
post made by Shri Prasanth N. IAS, which were collected using Open Source

Intelligence (OSINT) are hereby submitted for your kind perusal and further

action.

Superintendent of Police
Cyber Operations

Encl: CD-1 7
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Post Content
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Exactly. There are many among those receiving 100% from the Govt lacking basic
minimum knowledge on legal matters or they may be expecting that, those affected by
their illogical deeds may not move for legal remedies considering the extraordinary
delay in the process and resources required to fight it out.
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U Nandakumar Narath
Quite Sad and unfortunate. Kerala Govt is in a very difficult situation. Since Hon'ble High

Court has given its verdict on #KEEM2025 Govt have to obey the order. There are
system constraint for Govt to cokplete admission formalities for the students this year.

However Justice is denied to students from Kerala Govt Schools. Then what is use in
spending crores of Rupees using funds from #KIIFB and Salaries to our Govt teachers
and providing education to our children in Kerala Govt Schools ? Parents will be forced
to send their Children to substandard private schools following CBSE syllabus so that
they can get admission in Engineering & Medical Colleges where teachers are getting
less salaries paying higher fees and donation in their school education eventually
adversely affecting quality of our engineers& doctors . Neither the court nor the Govt
could provide justice to the system . and it is quite unfortunate. Such situation will be a
severe blow to Govts effort to build a new Kerala or Newlindia following sodial justice.
Pinarayi Vijayan . Wish Kerala Govt will come up a solution forbthe next year. Sharing.

#ResponsibleEducation,
#Responsiblepillarsofdemocracy,
#Responsibleudiciary,

HA L e m el INIT
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spending crores of Rupees using funds from #KIIFB and Salaries to our Govt teachers
and providing education to our children in Kerala Govt Schools ? Parents will be forced
to send their Children to substandard private schools following CBSE syllabus so that
they can get admission in Engineering & Medical Colleges where teachers are getting
less salaries paying higher fees and donation in their school education eventually
adversely affecting quality of our engineers& doctors . Neither the court nor the Govt
could provide justice to the system . and it is quite unfortunate. Such situation will be a
severe blow to Govts effort to build a new Kerala or NewlIndia following sodial justice.
Pinarayi Vijayan . Wish Kerala Govt will come up a solution forbthe next year. Sharing.

#GOI,

#ntegratedSustainableDevelopment (#ISD)
#KFRI_KSCSTE,

#RBindu,

#KEAM,

#keem2025,

#Sociallustice ,

#KeralaHighCourt
#SukhodayaGlobalNetwork for #ISD,
#Sukhodayaglobalinstitutions for #/SD ,

#SukhodayaGlobalActivityReports for #ISD,
#KFRIPublications
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Bad political mafia haked system it's very sad
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Dinakaran D

Whe in this ministry knows about EDUCATION, even the spelling, our minister always
caring everything on her bloody hollow HEAD.
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Annexure I

Articles of Charges against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)(ws)

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension,
made a facebook post on 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of Kerala
Engineering Architecture Medical entrance examination (KEAM) crticising
Government policies.
Articles of Charge - 11

That you, in the reply to the comments of the facebook post dated

10.07.2025 made further adverse remarks, directly and indirectly, against the
Government.
Articles of Charge - 111

That, such statements and remarks from you against a Government
action, caused to create unwanted criticism of Government in media, sending a
Wrong message to public that the State Government have taken a wrong decision
in the matter.
Articles of Charge - IV

That, your statements are prima facie found to be unbecoming of an
officer borne on the cadre of Indian Administrative Service.

Your above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of Rules 3(1),
3(1A)(), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x), 7 (i) and 13(1)(f) of the All India Service (Conduct)

Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

Your are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this,
a written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard
in person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article

of charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written
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statement of defence on or before the date specified ' a‘bugﬁ s V or di{(i?not
appear in person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise failsmor refuse to
comply with the provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal)
Rules, 1969, or the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the

Inquiring Authority may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.
This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),

Isavasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
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Annexure 11

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of Articles of Charge framed against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
(KL 2007)

1. It has come to the notice of the Government that Shri. Prasanth N IAS
(KL 2007), while continuing under suspension on allegations regarding making
allegations and derogatory statements against other IAS officers, made the
following facebook post on 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of Kerala

Engineering Architecture Medical entrance examination (KEAM).

Prasanth N @ s
1WJulyat521pm-Q
af)(MEWI S BUBH6) ANEUIASIENBINGM @ROUMNIO. G0 &S IBHEOS
(IO B3 BUB MdB@)0. BBIaMTIa{12] alfla] GaldLIdNRo & &5 &s.

af)MIT ABOXMIR) TUOWIREM MLAENNBYBWIRTWIo AMMNYILIIBEM IR AN
GIS®@1 HAOTOD. @RMYo GNIANS, TUIAIMY MR AO1- 8@} @0
SEER1SOF OIS aNEM MU @ NeL. a3

AlRMNINUSOTN® GUdaHo HOUIWIEQE BIQE afiM) alOBTMITE BIBHE aYOOID)
@RNETD GUdaHO HMNLIBHB 6)6)(HQ1RY ONRITTYM afMELI? afGadPIo
alO@INIBS, aIIBH60 DYAIOT BEEMARISMWIETINASBo (nlRo.
GlaldMRal&QMNeR) 300 af)MM BOBHE) aROMIT) (UM GUdaHO MDYl @Yo
@RBHN0 )18 (080 afSYOT) HBISIBHIMBS ERUEI0AUOIO.
GlaloMIRlG:QM MP@INIBENEMIIG HOMIMM)o BIBODIL) af)MJ GU6Mo

BN ILIH0I08.

"MNGROETNNION’ QBRI @RMIAMIN afMIIOD af)Td alOWINB.

2. On prima facie examination of the post, it is seen that the officer
criticised the policy decisions of the Government in connection with the conduct
of the examination. By doing so, he acted in a manner unbecoming of a member of
the Indian Administrative Service, disregarding the service conduct rules that

require strict neutrality and restraint in expressing personal opinions on

Government policies in public platforms.
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3. On examination of the post and response of the officer to its
comments, it is seen that the policies regarding the conduct of the KEAM
examination have been portrayed as a negligence of the system and thereby, the
Government, and especially the Council of Ministers have been ridiculed by
sending a wrong message to the public. These remarks amounted to questioning
the bonafides of Government actions and policies, thereby lowering the credibility

of the State Government policies in the eyes of the public.

5. The aforesaid statements and remarks made by Shri. Prasanth N IAS
created and fuelled unnecessary criticism against the Government in the media and
among the public. Such actions conveyed a wrong impression that the State
Government had taken arbitrary or incorrect decisions in the conduct of the
KEAM examination, thereby eroding public confidence in the integrity and

fairness of the Government.

6. The above conduct of Shri. Prasanth N IAS in publicly criticising
Government policies and making repeated adverse remarks against the
Government, is prima facie unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of the

Indian Administrative Service and is in violation of the provisions of All India
Service (Conduct) Rules 1968.

7. Hence, the charges.
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Annexure III

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 of the Director General
of Police-cum-State Police Chief (along with enclosures).
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Annexure IV

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS, Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber
Police Headquarters, Kerala.



Annexure |

Articles of Charges against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)(u/s)

Articles of Charge -1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension,
made a facebook post on 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of Kerala
Engineering Architecture Medical entrance examination (KEAM) crticising
Government policies.
Articles of Charge - 11

That you, in the reply w the comments of the facebook post dated
10.07.2025 made further adverse remarks, directly and indirectly, against the
Government.
Articles of Charge - 111

That, such statements and remarks from you against a Government
action, caused to create unwanted criticism of Government in media, sending a
wrong message to public that the State Government have taken a wrong decision
in the matter.
Articles of Charge - IV

That, your statements are prima facie found to be unbecoming of an
officer borne on the cadre of Indian Administrative Service.

Your above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of Rules 3(1),
3(1A)(1), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x), 7 (i) and 13(1)(f) of the All India Service (Conduct)

Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

Your are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this,
a written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard
in person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article

of charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written



statement of defence on or before the date specified above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fails or refuse to comply with
the provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969,
or the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring

Authority may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

DiA Jayath#lak IAS,
Chief Secretary.

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),

Isavasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
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Annexure 11

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in
support of Articles of Charge framed against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
(KL 2007)

1. It has come to the notice of the Government that Shri. Prasanth N [AS
(KL 2007), while continuing under suspension on allegations regarding making
allegations and derogatory S.tatemems against other IAS officers, made the
following facebook post on 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of Kerala

-
Engineering Architecture Medical entrance examination (KEAM).

Prasanth N @ .
Q 10 July at 521pm - Q&
AQOEDI )5 b UBA6 NREIARFIEMRINRM BRAUNN. BIEO B HERES
(IO BHHUB Db 0)0. BRI 2] al(flal GalIRIXNYO & & &
A)MITD aBEXTR) MVIWIEEM MANNRBUIEI@o BMAYILIIBERM &0 46T
GBSO DOSTIND. @Yo OB, TUIAIMY MYERSI ADT: 8@ HUNIo
SEBE1HOPNETMIBB a e OB mogomonn%. af)DOMM MICHIAB
AlTULOSIOTN® GldaHo HNIWNEHE AN AT 0TI DOBHE A ROOIT)
@RONETIT GUdaHo EXTVRIGHM 66 () TN af)IMGE?! af)EHIPI0
ANRIMES, alLIBH)0 PAYAIIDT) BREMRISMINTINHSD0 (aRo.
Gl OMNOER] BIQ0 af)NT) BIBHES aRNGTH) (UM GUdAHo MV @I RBY0
@RYBHOY0 AT 00RO af)SYOT) O)1EHISIBNOMBE BOUNEHIVDRIERID.
GO QM RINIHETUIVE DEXDIAT0 630BOTI g af)M) GOUeMo
QMTYILIIHD.

NQUETTON’ EQHOABIW GRMITUO afiTEIEOD® AT} aJO@INV.

2. On prima facie examination of the post, it is seen that the officer
criticised the policy decisions of the Government in connection with the conduct
of the examination. By doing so, he acted in a manner unbecoming of a member of
the Indian Administrative Service, disregarding the service conduct rules that
require strict neutrality and restraint in expressing personal opinions on

Government policies in public platforms.



3. On examination of the post and response of the officer to its
comments, it is seen that the policies regarding the conduct of the KEAM
examination have been portrayed as a negligence of the system and thereby, the
Government, and especially the Council of Ministers have been ridiculed by
sending a wrong message to the public. These remarks amounted to questioning
the bonafides of Government actions and policies, thereby lowering the credibility

of the State Government policies in the eyes of the public.

5. The aforesaid statements and remarks made by Shri. Prasanth N IAS
created and fuelled unnecessary critigism against the Government in the media and
among the public. Such actions conveyed a wrong impression that the State
Government had taken arbitrary or incorrect decisions in the conduct of the
KEAM examination, thereby eroding public confidence in the integrity and

fairmess of the Government.

6. The above conduct of Shri. Prasanth N IAS in publicly criticising
Government policies and making repeated adverse remarks against the
Government, is prima facie unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of the
[ndian Administrative Service and is in violation of the provisions of All India

Service (Conduct) Rules 1968.

7. Hence, the charges.

DreA Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.
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Annexure II1

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

1. Letter No.T6- 144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 of the Director General
of Police-cum-State Police Chief (along with enclosures).

Dr. A Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.
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Annexure [V

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against Shri.
Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

L. Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS, Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber
Police Headquarters, Kerala.

r. A Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.
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No.AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 2025
From

The Chief Secretary to Government.
To

Shri. Prasanth N [AS (u/s),

Isavasyam TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.

Sir,
Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N TAS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.
Ref:- Letter N0o.T6-144211/2025/PHQQ dated 28.07.2025 received from the
P7‘f Director General of Police-cum-State Police Chief.

J 2w Annelid do rwle
kazitiag your attention to the letter referred-_awe,'_'ﬁ is hereby informed that
A X
the Government of Kerala proposed to initiate disciplinary ings against you

under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, for

violation of conduct rules_ww‘ﬂlﬂggémm%

Gov i i i i edical en e

examj.uaéenb“

o
2. The substance, of imputationg of misconduct and fisbehaviour in respect

of which the inquiry is proposed to be held is set out i.n the enclosed statement of
articles of charges (Annexure-I). A statement of imputations ef—misconduet—or
misbehavdeur in support of articles of charge is Endosed (Annexure -II). A list of
documents by which, and a list of witnesses by whom, the articles of charge is

proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as fAnnexure-III¥ and-$Annexure-

IV respectively.

/
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3. Youg are daected to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a

written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of chargef"gs
are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise failg or refuse to comply with
the provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969,
or the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service sh%ll bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence to bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.

7. The receipt of this communication %e acknowledged by you.

Yours faithfully,




’15” %‘{‘ gbmﬁ Posk vk gy
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
No.AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram

Dated: 22.10.2025

From

The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.

Ref:- Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 received from the
Director General of Police-cum-State Police Chief.

I am directed to invite your attention to the letter referred. It is hereby
informed that the Government of Kerala proposes to initiate disciplinary action
against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,

1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of charges
(Annexure-I). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -II). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-III and Annexure-IV, respectively.

3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.
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4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of Al] India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence to bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.

7. The receipt of this communication may be acknowledged by you.

Yours faithfully,

Anja
Additional Secre ary,
For Chief Secretary to Govern
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Prasanth N < pfasanthnair.ias@gmail.com >

Tue, 25 Nov 2025 6:44:39 PM +0530
e

To “chiefminister“<chiefminister@kerala.gov.in>

cc “chiefsecy"<chiefsecy@kera!a.gov.in>,"GAD AIS A DEPT"
<gad.aisa@kerala.gov.in>

Sir,

PFA
Regards,
Prasanth

Prasanth Nair IAS
Sent from my iPhone VD
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To

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Kerala

(Disciplinary Authority under Rule 7,

All India Services (Discipline & Appeal) Rules, 1969)
Government Secretariat

Thiruvananthapuram — 695 001

(Through proper channel)

Subject: Written Statement of Defence to Charge Memorandum No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD
dated 22.10.2025 — Misuse of Police Machinery, Violation of Constitutional Free Speech and
Malafide Continuation of Suspension

1. 1, N. Prasanth, IAS (Kerala Cadre: 2007), presently under suspension, submit this
written statement of defence to Charge Memorandum No. AlS.A1/224/2025/GAD
dated 22.10.2025 issued under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline & Appeal)
Rules, 1969 (“AlS (D&A) Rules”).

2. The charge memorandum alleges that, while under suspension, | made a Facebook
post dated 10.07.2025 regarding KEAM 2025 and replied to certain comments,
thereby criticising Government policy, creating “unwanted criticism of Government in
media”, sending a “wrong message” to the public, and acting in a manner
“unbecoming of a member of the Service”.

3. | admit that | made a brief Facebook post on 10.07.2025 in Malayalam in my own
name, after the pronouncement of the judgment of the Hon’ble High Court of Kerala
in the KEAM matter on that date, and that | posted certain clarificatory replies to
comments.

4. | categorically deny that the said post or replies constitute misconduct or
misbehaviour, or that they disclose any violation of Rules 3(1), 3(1A), 3(2B), 7 or 13
of the All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968 (“AlS Conduct Rules”). | further
submit that the initiation of major penalty proceedings on this basis is vitiated by:
(a) misuse of police machinery and OSINT facilities for a non-policing purpose;

(b) violation of my fundamental right to freedom of speech and expression, equality
and personal liberty under Articies 14, 19(1)(a) and 21 of the Constitution of India;
and

(c) malafide intent to proleng and justify my suspension.

A. Factual background and sequence of events



5 | am an IAS officer, a law graduate (B.A., LL.B.), and a published author who has
written extensively on public policy and legal issues. KEAM is a high-stakes
examination in Kerala: in KEAM 2025 alone, over 85,000 students appeared, over
75,000 qualified and approximately 67,000 were rank-listed, each representing a
family’s educational investment and career trajectory.

6. In recent years KEAM has faced recurring controversies, including in 2025 when
last-minute changes in criteria and normalisation led to litigation, and the Hen'ble
High Court intervened; the ranks were thereafter revised and reshuffled. These
events caused serious distress to thousands of students and parents, including
families personally known to me.

7 On 10.07.2025, the Hon'ble High Court of Kerala pronounced orders in the KEAM
matter. After the pronouncement, at about 17:21 hours, | posted a short note on
Facebook in Malayalam, endorsing the Court’s emphasis that “rules of the game”
should not be changed mid-process and urging circumspection and care in the future
conduct of examinations.

8. The said post did not mention any Minister or the Hon’ble Chief Minister by name, did
not attribute corruption or malice to the Government, did not disclose any confidential
information, and did not contain abusive, vulgar or defamatory language; itwas a
brief, legal-ethical reflection on the conduct of a public examination after a judicial
pronouncement, in line with settled law that selection criteria cannot be changed
mid-stream.

9. | have already lodged several complaints and representations, including written
complaints dated 15.01.2024, 19.02.2024, 03.12.2024 and subsequently as well,
regarding serious irregularities, disproportionate assets, false immovable property
returns, manipulation of files, and abuse of office by the present Chief Secretary, Dr.
A. Jayathilak, IAS, and others. I'm enclosing a copy of the complaint that | had
submitted to your good office. The other complaints have been submitted through the
office of the Chief Secretary. Following these complaints, | have faced professional
harassment, including earlier departmental actions and suspension.

10. | have been under suspension since 2024 on the basis of earlier proceedings.
Instead of concluding those proceedings within a reasonable time and reviewing the
necessity of continued suspension, the administration has now based a fresh Rule 8
charge solely on the above Facebook post and comments.

B. Misuse of Police and OSINT for a purely departmental purpose

11. The charge memorandum and its annexures disclose that the present proceedings
are founded on a chain of police correspondence:

(a) A Government Letter No. AlS.A1/224/2025/GAD dated 19.07.2025 was issued



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17

18.

A

from the office of the Chief Secretary to the State Police Chief.

(b) Acting on this, the Superintendent of Police (Cyber Operations), Cyber Police
Headquarters, used Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) facilities to collect “digital
copies” of my Facebook post and comments, and forwarded them to the State Police
Chief by letter dated 23.07.2025.

(c) The State Police Chief/Director General of Police, by Letter No.
T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025, forwarded these “digital copies” to the Chief
Secretary “for favour of information and further necessary action”.

Thus, the record itself shows that the civil administration (General Administration
Department — AlS) requisitioned the State Police Chief, who in turn tasked the Cyber
Operations/OSINT unit, to monitor and extract my social media content in order to
supply material for a departmental disciplinary proceeding.

There is no allegation in the charge memorandum or annexures that my Facebook
post disclosed any cognisable offence, posed any threat to public order, or raised any
issue of State security; the only allegation is that it led to “unwanted criticism of
Government in media” and created a “wrong message” that the Government had
taken a wrong decision.

The Kerala Police Act, 2011, read with general principles of policing, confines police
functions to law enforcement, prevention and investigation of offences, maintenance
of public order, and protection of the security of the State; information-gathering is
authorised only in support of these policing functions.

Using the State Police, the Cyber Police Headquarters, and OSINT facilities to
conduct targeted surveillance on the Facebook activity of a suspended IAS
officer—solely to source material for a disciplinary proceeding and to shield the
Government from criticism—is, with respect, a misuse of police machinery and an
exercise of power for a collateral, non-policing purpose.

Even where “open source” information is used, targeted, officer-specific, continuous
monitoring of social media for non-law-enforcement purposes amounts to
surveillance and must comply with statutory safeguards under the Information
Technology Act, 2000 and the rules thereunder, including the 2009
interception/monitoring rules: written authorisation by the competent authority,
recorded reasons of necessity and proportionality, and periodic review.

No such lawful authorisation, necessity or proportionality is disclosed in the record.
On the contrary, the correspondence explicitly shows that the origin and object of the
OSINT exercise was entirely departmental: to feed a Rule 8 disciplinary proceeding
on the basis of a Facebook post that repeated the Court’s legal position on KEAM.

| submit that such repurposing of police powers—to keep a civil servant and
whistle-blower under social-media watch for disciplinary convenience—is ultra vires
the Police Act, offends the right to privacy and dignity under Article 21, and has a
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chilling effect on free speech under Article 19(1)(a); not only for me but for all officers
who may wish to speak on matters of public importance.

A disciplinary process that is founded on such an illegal and collateral use of police
machinery is itself tainted. When the very source of material (OSINT collected by
Cyber Police on a departmental requisition) is unconstitutional and beyond the remit
of the police, any Rule 8 proceeding built on that material is, in my respectful
submission, unsustainable in law.

C. Malafide and disproportionate use of the KEAM post to prolong
suspension

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

Under the AIS (D&A) Rules, suspension is conceived as a temporary, exceptional
measure when disciplinary proceedings are contemplated or pending, or in other
limited situations; it is not a substitute for punishment.

The Department of Personnel & Training (DoPT), through Office Memoranda and
instructions, has mandated that suspension shall be reviewed within ninety days and
can be extended only by a reasoned decision of the Review Committee; it has
specifically cautioned against unduly long suspension and underlined that
suspension is not to be prolonged mechanically.

The Hon’ble Supreme Court, in Ajay Kumar Choudhary v. Union of India and
subsequent decisions, has held that suspension should ordinarily not exceed three
months without a charge sheet; that prolonged or indefinite suspension is contrary to
Articles 14 and 21: and that keeping an officer under prolonged suspension becomes
punitive and arbitrary.

| have been under suspension since 2024. Instead of concluding the already pending
disciplinary proceedings expeditiously and reviewing whether continued suspension
is justified, the Chief Secretary has now initiated a fresh major penalty proceeding
based solely on a single Facebook post and polite explanatory comments, written in
my personal capacity, after a High Court judgment, on a matter of public concern.

The sequence of dates is revealing and establishes malafides:

(a) In 2024, | filed detailed written complaints (including dated 15.01 2024,
16.02.2024 and 03.12.2024) against the present Chief Secretary alleging
disproportionate assets, false property returns, manipulation of files and abuse of
office.

(b) | was thereafter placed under suspension and subjected to earlier departmental
actions linked to my criticism and complaints.

(c) On 10.07.2025, the Hon'ble High Court delivered its judgment in the KEAM
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matter; on the same day, at about 17:21 hours, | posted a short Malayalam note
broadly endorsing the Court’s view and urging circumspection in future examinations.

(d) On 19.07.2025, a Government Letter bearing the same AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD
number was issued from the office of the Chief Secretary to the State Police Chief,
seeking my Facebook content.

(e) On 23.07.2025, the SP (Cyber Operations) reported that “digital copies” of my
post had been collected using OSINT and forwarded them for further action.

(f) On 28.07.2025, the DGP/State Police Chief forwarded these OSINT “digital
copies” to the Chief Secretary for “favour of information and further necessary
action”.

(9) On 22.10.2025, the Chief Secretary issued the present charge memorandum
under Rule 8, with the approval of the Disciplinary Authority, treating this Facebook
post as a fresh basis for major penalty proceedings while my suspension continues.

25. This chain shows that, instead of independently reviewing whether my suspension
should continue, or whether the earlier proceedings should be brought to a close, the
administration actively sourced a minor Facebook post via police OSINT and
converted it into a new Rule 8 charge memo to create an additional ground for
prolonging my suspension.

26. There is no suggestion that the KEAM post has any bearing on my official work, file
handling, integrity in office, or any breach of confidentiality. The only grievance is that
it allegedly created “unwanted criticism” of Government and a perception that the
decision on KEAM was wrong. To use such a post as a ground for major penalty
proceedings, and thereby to continue my suspension, is grossly disproportionate and
a clear colourable exercise of disciplinary power.

27. In substance, the message | receive as an officer is this: having raised corruption and
disproportionate assets issues against the Chief Secretary, any public comment |
make—even one that merely echoes a High Court judgment on a public
examination—can be tracked by the police and weaponised to keep me under
suspension and under constant threat of major penalty.

28. | therefore submit that the initiation of this proceeding is not a bona fide attempt to

enforce discipline, but a targeted, punitive response meant to extend and justify my
suspension and to discredit and silence me as a whistle-blower.

D. Conflict of interest and approval by an interested authority



29. The charge memorandum expressly records that it has been issued by the Chief
Secretary “with the approval of the Disciplinary Authority”.

30. The same Chief Secretary, Dr. A. Jayathilak, IAS, is the officer against whom | have
lodged detailed complaints alleging disproportionate assets, false immovable
property returns, manipulation of files and abuse of office; he is therefore personally
interested in proceedings that affect my credibility and position as a complainant.

31. Permitting such an officer to initiate, process, and approve disciplinary proceedings
against the complainant violates the fundamental principle of natural justice that no
one shall be a judge in his own cause, and undermines the appearance and reality of
impartiality expected in the exercise of disciplinary powers under the All India
Services framework.

32. When this conflict of interest is read together with the misuse of police OSINT
described above and the use of a minor Facebook post as a ground to prolong
suspension, the malafide character of the present proceeding becomes
unmistakable.

E. Limited submissions on the content of the Facebook post

33. Without prejudice to my objections on misuse of police powers, malafides and conflict
of interest. | submit that the content of the Facebook post and replies, taken at face
value, does not disclose any misconduct.

34. The post was made after the High Court's judgment, in neutral and respectful
language, explaining in simple terms the principle that selection criteria should not be
altered mid-process and requesting that examinations be conducted with greater
care in future. It did not make political propaganda, did not join any agitation or
movement, and did not impute corrupt motives to the elected Government.

35. The charge memorandum mechanically cites multiple Conduct Rules (3(1), 3(1A),
3(2B), 7, 13) without mapping any specific Malayalam sentence from the post or
replies to the essential ingredients of each rule; it does not even supply a certified,
legible transcript of the exact Malayalam words alleged to be offensive. This itself
shows non-application of mind and renders the charges vague and untenable.

36. The phrase “unbecoming of a member of the Service” cannot be interpreted to mean
that any expression which leads to media criticism of a Government decision is
forbidden. In a constitutional democracy, even a serving officer cannot be punished
merely because his lawful, temperate speech aligns with the judiciary and
embarrasses the executive.
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F. Constitutional protection of my freedom of speech

37.

38.

39.

40.

The impugned proceedings directly trench upon my fundamental right to freedom of
speech and expression under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of India, read with
Articles 14 and 21.

My Facebook post:
(a) was made after a judicial pronouncement of the Hon’ble High Court;
(b) accurately reflected a settled legal principle recognised by the Supreme Court

namely that “rules of the game” in a selection process cannot be changed
mid-stream or tailored to favour any section;

(c) concerned a matter of acute public importance affecting tens of thousands of
students and families; and

(d) was expressed in moderate, non-inflammatory language without personal
attacks, abuse or disclosure of confidential information.

Article 19(2) permits only narrowly tailored, reasonable restrictions on free speech, in
the interests of sovereignty and integrity of India, security of the State, public order,
decency or morality, contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence. My
post does not fall under any of these grounds. It neither disturbs public order nor
defames any individual nor incites any offence; it merely communicates the Court's
reasoning and urges better administration.

The Supreme Court has consistently held that:

(a) Government servants retain their fundamental rights and that even service
regulations cannot completely extinguish free speech; restrictions must be
reasonable and not excessive;

(b) fair criticism of policy and lawful participation in public debate are protected; and

(c) a “chilling effect” on free expression is constitutionally impermissible.

Treating a post-judgment, neutral legal comment on KEAM as misconduct sends a message
that any honest officer who speaks on public issues can be disciplined, thereby creating
precisely such a chilling effect.

41.

The AIS Conduct Rules must be read and applied in harmony with the Constitution.
Open-textured terms like “unbecoming of a member of the Service” and broad
clauses on “high ethical standards” cannot be used to override Article 19(1)(a), nor
can they be interpreted so widely that they punish any expression that causes
embarrassment or “unwanted criticism” for the Government.



42. Article 14 forbids arbitrary and unequal treatment. Singling out my Court-aligned,
non-partisan post for a Rule 8 charge, while allowing other, more forceful comments
in the public domain on KEAM to pass without consequence, is arbitrary and
discriminatory. It reveals that the real reason for the proceeding is not the content of
the speech in abstract, but the identity of the speaker—an officer who has
complained against the Chief Secretary.

43 Article 21, as interpreted by the Supreme Court, protects dignity, privacy and the right
to live with honour. Continuous OSINT-based menitoring of my speech, for
non-policing reasons and for the purpose of disciplining me for lawful expression,
violates this guarantee and weaponises the State’s coercive apparatus against
constitutionally protected speech.

44. | therefore submit that the charge memorandum and the underlying
police-surveillance mechanism constitute a disproportionate and unconstitutional
restriction on my freedom of speech, equality and personal liberty. On this ground
alone, apart from service rules, Your Goodself, as Disciplinary Authority and
constitutional functionary, is duty-bound to halt such proceedings at the threshold. A
separate charge-wise reply is submitted along with this submission.

PRAYER

45. In the above facts and circumstances, | humbly request that Your Goodself may be
pleased to:

(a) Hold that the use of the State Police, Cyber Police Headquarters and OSINT facilities to
collect and forward my Facebook post and replies, on a requisition from the civil
administration, for the sole purpose of initiating a departmental disciplinary proceeding, is a
misuse of police machinery and an exercise of power for a collateral, non-policing purpose;
Initiate action against those involved in this illegal activity.

(b) Hold that the initiation of major penalty proceedings under Rule 8 of the AIS (D&A) Rules,
1969, based solely on the said Facebook post and replies, is grossly disproportionate,
arbitrary, and vitiated by malafide intent to prolong and justify my suspension, as well as
being an unconstitutional restriction on my freedom of speech, equality and personal liberty
under Articles 14, 19(1)(a) and 21.

(c) Direct that Charge Memorandum No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD dated 22.10.2025 and all
proceedings arising therefrom be withdrawn and dropped.

(d) Direct that, in view of the clear conflict of interest, no further disciplinary decisions
concerning me be processed with the participation or approval of Dr. A. Jayathilak, IAS,
whose conduct is the subject of my pending complaints.
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(e) Direct that my suspension be reviewed strictly in accordance with the AIS (D&A) Rules,
the applicable DoPT guidelines, and the law laid down by the Hon'ble Supreme Court on the
impermissibility of prolonged suspension, and that | be restored to normal service if there is
no compelling and objectively recorded reason to continue the suspension.

(f) Before passing any orders, the Disciplinary Authority may kindly provide an opportunity of
personal hearing and henceforth directly issue orders and communication in this matter, in
the interest of natural justice.

Place: Thiruvananthapuram

Date: 17.11.2025

o

(N. Prasanth, IAS)



CHARGE WISE REPLY

(to be read along with and in addition to the detailed Written Statement of Defence enclosed)

Article of Charge — |

“That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension, made a facebook post
on 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of Kerala Engineering Architecture Medical entrance
examination (KEAM) criticising Government policies.”

1 Article of Charge | is admitted in part and denied in part.

2 |t is admitted that, while under suspension, | made a Facebook post on 10.07.2025
regarding KEAM 2025 in my personal capacity, after the pronouncement of the
judgment of the Hon’ble High Court of Kerala on the same day.

3. Itis specifically denied that the said Facebook post amounted to “criticising
Government policies” in any improper, prohibited or intemperate manner. The post:

(a) accurately reflected the legal position emphasised by the Hon'ble High Court,
namely that selection criteria (“rules of the game’) should not be altered mid-process;

(b) urged caution and circumspection in future conduct of examinations; and

(c) did not attack any individual, did not impute corruption or bad faith to the
Government, and did not disclose any confidential information.

4 Itis further denied that making such a post, in respectful language, based on a
judicial pronouncement, can amount to misconduct under Rules 3(1), 3(1A), 3(2B), 7
or 13 of the AIS Conduct Rules. A civil servant does not lose his fundamental right to
freedom of speech under Article 19(1)(a), subject to reasonable restrictions. Fair,
post-judgment comment on a matter of acute public importance—affecting more than
85,000 students in KEAM 2025—cannot be treated as disciplinary delinquency.

5. | deny that any part of the Facebook post falls within the mischief of “unbecoming of
a member of the Service” or “improper criticism of Government policies” as
contemplated in the Conduct Rules. The Article, beyond the bare fact of a post being
made, is misconceived and unsustainable.

Article of Charge — Il

“That you, in the reply to the comments of the facebook post dated 10.07.2025 made further
adverse remarks, directly and indirectly, against the Government.”

6. Article of Charge Il is admitted to the limited extent that | replied to certain comments
under my Facebook post; it is denied in so far as it alleges “further adverse remarks”
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against the Government.

My replies were clarificatory in nature and confined to explaining:

(a) the legal principle that selection criteria cannot be changed mid-stream;
(b) the impact of sudden changes on students and families; and

(c) the need for more responsible and stable examination administration.

They did not contain abusive, defamatory or scandalous remarks against the
Government.

The Article does not quote a single specific sentence from my replies which allegedly
constitutes an “adverse remark”. In the absence of clear particulars, | am unable to
know precisely what is complained of, beyond the general allegation that “adverse
remarks” were made. On this ground alone, Article Il is vague and contrary to the
requirement that charges must be definite and specific.

To the extent the charge suggests that any disagreement with Government action, or
any expression which may lead some readers to form a critical opinion, is per se
‘adverse” and punishable, it is wholly inconsistent with the constitutional guarantee of
free speech and with the limited, reasonable restrictions permitted even on
Government servants’ expression

I therefore deny that my replies contained any “further adverse remarks” in the sense
of misconduct or misbehaviour under the AIS Conduct Rules.

Article of Charge — llI

“That, such statements and remarks from you against a Government action, caused to
create unwanted criticism of Government in media, sending a wrong message to public that
the State Government have taken a wrong decision in the matter.”

L

12.

13.

Article of Charge Il is wholly denied.

The charge is not about what | actually wrote, but about how some members of the
public or media allegedly reacted—"unwanted criticism of Government in media” and
a "wrong message” that Government had taken a wrong decision.

In 2 democracy, citizens and media are constitutionally entitled to criticise
Government decisions. The fact that lawful, temperate speech by a civil servant
might contribute to or coincide with such criticism does not convert the speech into
misconduct. The Constitution does not recognise “unwanted criticism of Government
in media” as a ground to curtail freedom of speech.
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15.

16.

If the public or media, after reading a short post that echoes the High Court's legal
view, form the impression that the decision on KEAM was flawed, this is a legitimate
civic response; it cannot be attributed to me as an illegal “result” for which | am |
disciplinarily liable. Holding an officer responsible because people conclude that
“Government have taken a wrong decision” would mean that any honest officer who
agrees with a court’s criticism of the executive can be punished merely for saying so.

There is no allegation in the Article that my post incited disobedience of law,
disturbed public order, defamed any individual, or affected the security of the State. It
only says that it created “unwanted criticism” and @ “wrong message” about a
Government decision. This is not a recognised head of misconduct and is contrary to
Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(2) of the Constitution.

| therefore deny that Article |l discloses any misconduct. It reflects an attempt to
shield the Government from criticism by using the disciplinary machinery againsi an
officer who has merely expressed a lawful. court-aligned view on KEAM.

Article of Charge — IV

“That, your statements are prima facie found to be unbecoming of an officer borne on the
cadre of Indian Administrative Service.”

17.

18.

19.

20.

Article of Charge IV is unequivocally denied.

The Article is purely conclusory. It does not identify which particular word, phrase or
sentence in my Facebook post or replies is considered “unbecoming”, nor does it set
out any objective standard by which such an inference is reached. It simply states a
conclusion.

The expression “‘unbecoming of a member of the Service” in Rule 3(1)is an
open-textured, residuary clause. It cannot be used as a catch-all to punish any
expression that inconveniences the Government or generates criticism. Courts have
repeatedly cautioned that such broad terms must be applied sparingly and
consistently with constitutional protections, and cannot be stretched to cover
constitutionally protected speech.

On facts:

(a) my post and replies were polite and measured;

(b) they were made after a High Court judgment and broadly endorsed the Court's
legal reasoning;

(c) they did not contain vulgarity, abuse or personal attack;

(d) they did not compromise any official secret or confidential information.
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In these circumstances, there is nothing “unbecoming” in my conduct. On the
contrary, drawing attention to a legal principle emphasised by the Court, in relation to
an examination affecting lakhs of youth, is consistent with values of responsibility,
integrity and concern for public interest.

22. | also deny that my conduct can attract Rule 13(1)(f) of the AIS Conduct Rules, which

23.

concerns private trade or employment; this provision is plainly inapplicable and
appears to have been inserted mechanically, without any factual basis.

For all the above reasons, Article IV does not disclose any misconduct and is liable to
be rejected.

Common to all Articles of Charge -1V

24.

25.

26.

Without prejudice to the specific replies above, | further state, in relation to all Articles
taken together, that:

(a) The charges are founded entirely on a Facebook post and replies which are
already on record and speak for themselves. A bare reading shows that they contain
no abusive or defamatory language, no disclosure of confidential information, and no
call for agitation or disobedience.

(b) The invocation of multiple Conduct Rule provisions—Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(xi),
3(1A)(xii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 13(1)(f)—without mapping any specific sentence of my
post to the ingredients of each rule demonstrates non-application of mind.

(c) The proceedings are rooted in police-sourced OSINT deployed on a requisition
from the civil administration for purely departmental purposes, which is a misuse of
police machinery and violates Articles 14 and 21.

(d) Treating a short, post-judgment, neutral comment on KEAM as misconduct, and
using it to justify and prolong my suspension, imposes an unconstitutional,
disproportionate restriction on my right to freedom of speech under Article 19(1)(a),
and has a chilling effect on officers’ willingness to speak honestly on matters of public
interest.

All these legal and constitutional objections, along with the chronology, misuse of
police, malafides in prolonging my suspension, and conflict of interest of the Chief
Secretary, are set out in detail in my Written Statement of Defence.

My Facebook post is squarely protected by Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution, which
guarantees to every citizen the right to freedom of speech and expression. Any
restriction on this right must strictly fall within one or more of the eight specific
grounds in Article 19(2), namely: (i) sovereignty and integrity of India, (ii) security of
the State, (iii) friendly relations with foreign States, (iv) public order, (v) decency or
morality, (vi) contempt of court, (vii) defamation, and (viii) incitement to an offence.
The impugned post, made after the High Court's judgment, does not: question the
sovereignty or integrity of India; affect the security of the State; touch upon any
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foreign State; disturb public order or encourage any protest, bandh or disobedience;
offend decency or morality; scandalise or lower the authority of any court; defame
any identifiable individual: or incite the commission of any offence. At the highest, it
reflects, in polite terms, the very legal principle emphasised by the High Courtin
KEAM and urges better administrative care. In these circumstances, none of the
constitutionally permitted grounds of restriction under Article 19(2) is attracted, and
any attempt to treat this post as misconduct amounts to imposing a restriction
beyond the four corners of the Constitution.

In view of the above, | respectfully submit that all four Articles of Charge are either
factually incorrect, legally untenable, constitutionally infirm, or based on misuse of
State machinery, and | request that they be dropped in limine.
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gcheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes Development Departmer
Government of Kerala

CONFIDENTIAL

Thiruvananthapuram
19 February 2024

Dr. K. M. Abraham, IAS (Retd.)
Chief Principal Secretary to the Hon'ble Chief Minister
Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram - 695001

Subject: Persistent workplace harassment— Complaint against Dr A. Jayathilak, IAS Additional
Chief Secretary to Government — stifling Unnathi - request for immediate intervention and
independent inquiry.

1. | submit this complaint to place on record a continuing pattern of misconduct by Dr A.
Jayathilak, 1AS that, in my respectful view, amounts to persistent workplace harassment,
repeated pressure to take decisions of doubtful legality and probity, serial violations of
the Kerala Government Rules of Business and the Secretariat Manual, and suppression
of lawful file-noting including creation of parallel files to bypass scrutiny. His personal
commercial interests have resulted in even working against stated government policy
and statutes, which | have reported on file. He has been consistently doing everything
possible to stall the functioning of Unnathi (Empowerment Society) and has even tried to
obstruct the board meetings by remaining absent in all meetings held so far and trying to
compel other members not to attend such that the quorum is insufficient. The
zero-staffing and zero-budget model adopted by Unnathi has literally stopped the bribe
culture prevalent in the Department which seems to have irked Dr. Jayathilak and his
favoured vendors.

2. The facts below are based on contemporaneous files, minutes, e-office logs, and
communications. | am prepared to fumish a chronology with file numbers and certified
extracts as Annexure to an independent inquiring authority. | respectfully state that Dr A.
Jayathilak is frequently unavailable at the Secretariat during working hours; on a large
number of days he is not present, and it is reliably understood that he underakes
extensive personal tours to Wayanad and Idukki in relation to personal
investments/properties during office hours. This persistent unavailability in the
Secretariat has even delayed time-bound filings before the Hon'ble High Court for want
of his signature on affidavits; on multiple occasions the Additional Secretary has had to
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‘f_ave1 to locations disclosed at short notice, where the driver collected tne papers for
signature and returned them. On many days his whereabouts are not notified to the
Department, movement/engagement details are not recorded, and he
office. | request verification of these allegations through objective records— .PARK
attendance and movement registers, e-office login/signature 109S: visitorfgate registers.
vehicle log books/GPS, tour diaries and TA claims.

A. Workplace harassment and coercion to take irregular decisions

3. | have faced disparaging remarks in official fora, threats of adverse entriesitransfer, and

directions to sign drafts despite recorded legal objections (finance concurrence, law
vetting, procurement discipline, limitation of powers, adherence 0 sanctioned schemes).
When | proposed lawful alternatives on file, | was warned that professional dissent on file
would be treated as “insubordination” and personal enmity. He has been playing foul with
my leave and tour account and approvals on SPARK. Tours and travel related to Unnathi
made on the instructions of the Hon'ble Minister were also withheld by him. The Chief
Secretary, Dr. Venu |AS has been kind enough to intervene and sanction my approvals
in SPARK when Dr. Jayathilak was behaving extremaly unreasonably.

4. Instances of illegality indulged in by Dr. Jayathilak include pressure 0 clear proposals
lacking Finance concurrence and Law vetting where mandatory; violations of policy and
law, attempts tO regularise actions post-facto; directions to split sanctionsitenders 1o

avoid competence thresholds; and 10 “avoid file notings” despite my notes citing the
Rules of Business and procurement rules.

B. Manipulation of Working Group records and minutes

5. | respectiully bring to your kind notice the manipulation of Working Group files, including:
(i) removal/addition of documents after circulation; (ii) alteration of minutes contrary to
decisions actually taken; and (iii) re-drafting of resolutions post-meeting to justify a

pre-determined outcome. These alterations misstate the collective decision and retro-fit
approvals. | request immediate preservation and seizure of agenda registers, attendance
sheets, original minute books, audio/video (if any), and e-office version history
(melsdatalhash checksums).

6. All the funding proposals submitted by Unnathi were systematically deleted such that it
was starved of funds. Dr. Jayathilak has made it clear that the #1Cr provided in the
budget for Unnathi (Empowerment Society) will not be released unless his directions are
complied with - that includes appointments and awarding works 1o his vendors, in
violation of law. You may be aware that Unnathi is the brainchild of the Hon'ble Minister .
Shri. K. Radhakrishnan. What is disturbing is that Dr. Jayathilak has been making
disparaging comments about the Hon'ble Minister and ridiculing the concept of Unnathi
openly. He claims to have got clearance from the ‘highest level' to dismantle Unnathi
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and mgke it inoperative. Not even one rupee from the 1Cr allotted in the budget to
Unnathl has been released by the Director, Shri. Gopalakrishnan IAS, understandably
under instructions from Dr. Jayathilak. Hence | feel it is appropriate 10 put this on record
and bring it to your kind notice for immediate intervention.

C. Nomination-based award of work to favoured vendors

7. | respectfully bring to your notice, nomination of works to favoured vendors with personal
contact, through agencies, bypassing competition. The accreditation of agencies is done
by the Finance Department for specific sectors. However Dr. Jayathilak has consistently
minuted to award works to agencies that are incompetent in that sector and lacking
accreditation.  Justifications  did not meet the recognised  grounds
(urgency/uniqueness/monopoly). | flagged conflict-of-interest  concerns  and
recommended e-tendering, recommendations were overruled or withheld, or fresh files
created to dump my recorded objections.

8. A forensic procurement audit is requested (vendor KYC/beneficial ownership, prior
linkages, comparative pricing, reasons for bypassing e-tender), including authorship
trails and GO authentication.

D. Misuse/diversion of earmarked funds and politically-influenced
sanctions

9. | respectfully bring to your notice, the violation of funding norms and diversion/misuse
from Tribal Welfare and Scheduled Caste Development heads to facilitate payments to
friendly vendors or on political reference, without approvals mandated by financial rules
and scheme guidelines.

10. A head-wise reconciliation of releases, re-appropriations and UCs is requested,
cross-verified against sanction orders, scheme guidelines, and Treasury trail, under an
independent financial expert.

E. Proposal to purchase land in a notified “red zone"

11. | respectfully bring to your nolice an attempt to purchase land in a notified “red zone” for
“ribal rehabilitation”, contrary to Government palicy, with the file originated when Dr A.
Jayathilak was in the Revenue Department and later personally followed up by him. The
then Chief Secretary, Dr. VP Joy IAS is directly involved in this land purchase running
into crores of tribal welfare funds. The present Chief Secretary, Dr. Venu IAS has
ordered to annul the earlier decision based or my file notings. There are 2 government




fles in which a detalled CBI inquiry has been recommended against Dr A- Jayathilak and
Dr. VP Joy in this subject.

12. Immediate policy-compliance vetting is requested (ESZICRZIﬂood-Plai“"O'ESUDEhB'
red-flags), with sequestration of the file pending inquiry.

F. Bypassing Minister-approved file-routing; withholding of files

13. Staff have been directed not to route crucial files through me; several files have been
withheld or diverted via informal markings, contrary 10 Minister-approved routing and the
Secretariat Manual. This defeats lawful scrutiny and the chain of responsibility.

14. Directions are requested to restore the Minister-approved routing, enforce e-office audit
trails, and prohibit parallel “manual® processing.

G. Repeated issuance of Government Orders without placing files before
the Minister-in-charge

15. Government Orders (G.0:s) in sensitive matters have been repeatedly issued under
directions from Dr. Jayathilak, without placing the file pefore the Minister-in-charge and
without  inter-departmental concurrence  (Finance/Law) where mandatory, in
contravention of the Rules of Business and Secretariat Manual.

16. There is no specific delegation from the Minister empowering Dr A. Jayathilak (as ACS)
to issue such GOs in these subjects. Absent such delegation and Ministerial approval,
issuing GOs "By order” on internal notes bypasses political-executive oversight and

raises issues of validity and propriety.

H. Stalling of corruptlon-related files: training & skilling scheme leakages
(ASAP and allied)

17. Many corruption-related files called up for action have been stalled at the instance of Dr
A. Jayamllak—-with directions to hold matters in abeyance, not to move for sanction, or
to await further instructions—despite clear audi/ENQ triggers.

18. Based on file patterns and audit observations, training/skilling programmes purporting to
serve poor tribal communities and SC/ST youth are being systematically misused 10
siphon substantial sums over time, through common vendors recurring across
departments/programmes. Some such vendors also figure in KELTRON, CDIT, ASAP
and allied programmes. | make no allegation against ASAP (which you have been long
associated with) per s the concern is a vendor nexus warranting a consolidated
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forensic audit.

19. ﬁslnobservg ations have flagged irregularities in parts of this ecosystem. Noet of the
o hﬁﬁmme§ are bogus and with fake students enrolled. However, no decisive
e CAg“‘ﬁd. follow-up files are stalled and reminders unanswered. A unified
Shitipnnins paras, DAC minutes, ATN status, and departmental responses is

20. The cumulative exposure across years appears substantial, a forensic accounting is
sought to ascertain actual loss and responsibility.

. Covid-era project irregularities and suppression of inquiries

21.During Covid-19, multiple projects for vulnerable communities saw irregular
sanctions/expenditures. Preliminary scrutiny triggered inquiries, but directions from the
office of Dr A. Jayathilak have caused these to be kept on hold. Itis evident that such
instructions, totally contrary to the Hon'ble Minister’s direction, originate from elsewhere.

22. In review meetings, subordinates have expressed helplessness, stating “Sir is personally
monitoring these files™ and no case be taken up without specific clearance—resulting in
a systemic freeze against corruption. Some of the present and past directors of the
departments are directly involved.

J. Suppression of lawful file-noting; coercion to retract; creation of parallel
files; intimidation and misattribution of notes

23. The gravest concern is a systematic effort 1o suppress lawful file-noting and 1o
manufacture a record aligned to predetermined outcomes, by creating parallel files on

the same subject and shutting out dissent:

23.1 Secretariat staff are being direcled to open new/parallel files on the same subject;
these files are not routed through me and are not shown to me, in violation of the

Secretariat Manual and the Minister-approved file-routing system.

23.2 The newly opened files are processed outside the approved workflow so as to
manufacture a false “consensus” on the file, while the original file—carrying my
independent. reasoned notes—is sidelined.

23.3 All the objectionsfremarks | recorded in the original file are thereby neutralised, as
that file is neatly closed without further action, consigning my recorded dissent lo

irrelevance.



234 | have also been threatened not to write on files, and junior staff have been
‘“““'}'dﬂtﬁd 1o place on record dictated views as if they were their own notes, cormupting
the integrity of the official record.

23.5 This modus operandi is, in my respectful view, 2 criminal manner of bypassing
responsibility and scrutiny, and strikes at the core of lawful decision-making and
record-keeping in Government.

24. As a serving |AS officer, | am calaried and duty-bound o record my independent opinion
on files for lawful decision-making. Retraction under threat, parallel files for the same
subject, and dictated notes in subordinates’ names are antithetical to the Rules of
Business, Secretariat Manual, and e-office record-management. They also risk
auditjudicial censure, and may amount to tampering with official records.

K. Prior escalation to the Chief Secretary; imminent risk to SC/ST and other
vulnerable communities; request for transfer if discipline cannot be

ensured

25.1 place on record that | have flagged these issues to the Chief Secretary, Dr V. Venu,
|AS, seeking his intervention to rein in and discipline Dr A. Jayathilak strictly in
accordance with law. My representations are available on file and can be produced
before any independent inquiring authority. Even the other day, a file sent by Dr.
Jayathilak to the Chief Secretary was routed to me for my opinion as he was also aware
that Dr. Jayathilak cannot be trusted due 1o his dishonest nature. When the Chief
Secretary and the Minister do not pay credence fo the notings of Dr. Jayathilak and
when they insist that | place my opinion on file, Dr. Jayathilak has diverted his frustration

towards me.

26. If Dr A. Jayathilak is not controlled and reined in, the consequences will be disastrous for
SC/ST and other vulnerable communities. For more than a decade, the same
vendors/contractors/training institutions have been repeatedly favoured, without
meaningful scrutiny of measurable outcomes, siphoning funds earmarked for welfare.
This systemic pattern—which the honest officials have objected to—benefits corrupt

networks at the cost of beneficiaries.

27. In light of the sustained hostility and t0 avoid further victimisation or obstruction of lawful
advice, | have requested the Chief Secretary to transfer me out of this Department to a
neutral posting, if immediate and lawful discipline over Dr A. Jayathilak cannot be
ensured. This request is made without prejudice and solely to safeguard the integrity of
decision-making and protect public interest.

L. Reliefs sought
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. 28. Register this complaint and acknowledge it in writing.

29. O_rder an independent, time-bound preliminary inquiry by a senior officer unconnected
with the subject branches, with powers to:

(a) Seizelpreserve Working Group minute books, agenda registers, all related files
(including any parallel/duplicate files), and e-office metadata/version history.

(b) Call for procurement records, nomination justifications, vendor dossiers. fund-flow
statements, re-appropriation orders, and CAG/DAC/ATN files;

(c) Record statements of concerned officers/staff; and

(d) Map vendor commonality across ASAP and allied programmes lo test
nexus/conflicts.

30. Immediate directions to the Administrative Reforms/e-Office administrators to:
(i) place a litigation hold (no delete/overwrite) on all implicated files;

(ii) freeze creation of parallel files on the same subject unless approved in writing by the
Minister-in-charge with reasons; .

(iii) enable audit alerts for subject changes and off-workflow movements; and

(iv) fumish a consolidated report of all file numbers mapped to each subject for the last
10-12 months.

31. Protect the right/duty to note: Issue a standing direction that no officer shall be
threatened or restrained from recording independent notes, and that dictation of notes to
subordinates is prohibited; any such incident to be reportable to your office.

32. No G.O. without Minister's approval: Direct that no G.O. in the concermned subjects be
issued without recorded approval of the Minister-in-charge. and compliance with
Financel/Law concurrence and inter-departmental consultation under the Rules of
Business and Secrelariat Manual; verify competence/authentication of recent GOs and
sequester those prima facie irregular.

33. Restore Minister-approved file-routing forthwith; forbid informal diversions; enforce
e-office audit trails for all movements/edits, with alets lo the supervising
Secretary/Minister’s office on any deviation.

34 Constitute a consolidated forensic audi/SIT with Finance, Law, Vigilance and
independent experts to examine nomination-based awards, conflicts, pricing;



reconcile funds under Tribal Welfare/SC Development and Covid-era projects; correlate
CAG paras with departmental action; and recommend blacklisting, recovery, and
disciplinary/vigilance action.

35. Revive -an.d fast-track all stalled corruption filesfinquiries with @ docketed status to your
office within 30 days, followed by rolling Action-Taken Notes (ATNS).

36. Protect me from retaliation/victimisation (postings, adverse entries, targeted
show-cause), and require that all communications to me be only through official

channels.

37. If immediate, lawful discipline cannot be ensured, kindly consider my request to be

transferred out to a neutral posting forthwith, without prejudice, to ensure a safe and
lawful working environment and prevent further obstruction of due process.
38. Refer any vigilance angle arising from the preliminary inquiry 1o VACBI/competent
authority.

39. | will submit a detailed annexure-A (chronology with dates, file numbers, subjects, draft
GO references, meeting dates/attendees, and specific instances of retractions/parallel
files/dictated notes) directly to the inquiring authority, and | stand ready to depose and

assist with document identification.

40. | affirm that this complaint is made in good faith 10 uphold the Rule of Law, ensure

adherence to the Rules of Business, protect thes integrity of official records, and

safeguard public interest.

Yours faithfully,
Prasanth N.

‘ CEO Unnathi
& Special Secretary to Government, SCSTBCDD
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: .11.2025

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (ws),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (ws)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,

1969 — Reg.
L Ref:- 1. Government letter of even no. dated 22.10.2025.
2. Your Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025 received vide

your email dated 25.11.2025.

[\1
1 amAlirected to invite your attention to the reference cited and to request <Tt
“JLfn/’ﬂw U $¢ 5uts ?‘)uw by
you—to—appear pefore- Shri. Rajesh G R, Additional Secretary — I, General
Administration Department (Room No.206, 2™ Floor, North Sandwich Block,
Government Secretariat. Phone No0.0471 2518269) on 0§.12.2025 at 11.%AM for-

a-personal hearing as desired. - Aeapetid P el Rl
e b -

Yours faithfully,

Ci _ 7 PrAas
W/rm e Souurnity Offvcd ) /
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA ,J/)
7

No.AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department &« %

Thiruvananthapuram W i
Dated: 26.11.2025 {q(in
AT

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (uw/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.
Ref:- 1. Government letter of even no. dated 22.10.2025.
7. Your Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025 received vide
your email dated 25.11.2025.

[ am directed to invite your attention to the reference cited and to inform you
that you will be heard in person by Shri. Rajesh G R, Additional Secretary — II,
General Administration Department (Room No.206, 2" Floor, North Sandwich
Block, Government Secretariat. Phone No.0471 2518269) on 01.12.2025 at 11.30

AM as requested by yourself in reference (2) cited above.

Yours faithfull
s
\ 7 /

Rajesh G R,
Additional Secretary,

For Chief Secretary to Government.
Copy to
The Chief Security Officer,
Government Secretariat.
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To

The Hon’ble Chief Minister,

Disciplinary Authority under AIS (D&A) Rules, 19689,
Government of Kerala,

Government Secretariat,

Thiruvananthapuram — 695001.

Through proper channel

Subject: Objection to Letter No.AlS.A1/224/2025/GAD dated 26.11 .2025 — request for
personal hearing by the Disciplinary Authority himself under Rule 8 of the AIS (D&A) Rules,
1969 - reg.

Hon'ble Sir,

1. | respectfully invite your kind attention to my Written Statements of Defence dated
25 12.2025 and 17.11.2025, particularly paragraphs 13 and 14, wherein | had
expressly requested that any personal hearing in the matter may kindly be afforded
by the competent Disciplinary Authority himself, and that all consequential orders and
directions may be issued directly by the Disciplinary Authority under the All India
Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969.

2. | have now received Letter No AlS.A1/224/2025/GAD dated 26.11 2025, issued by
the Chief Secretary to Government, informing me that | will be “heard in person” by
the Additional Secretary-Il, General Administration Department, on 01 .12.2025. The
said letter has, in fact, been received by me only after the date fixed for the said
hearing, which makes the entire exercise not only ineffective as a hearing but also
raises doubt as to the fairness and seriousness with which my request for an
audience before the Disciplinary Authority has been treated.

3. With utmost respect, | am genuinely perplexed as to how and under what legal
authority the Chief Secretary has assumed to himself the role of arranging and
structuring a quasi-judicial hearing which, in law, belongs to the Disciplinary Authority
alone. The AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969 do not contemplate the Chief Secretary
re-designing the mode of hearing sought from the Disciplinary Authority, much less
interposing his own subordinate as the officer who will “hear” me in person. | am
presently under suspension but continue to hold the substantive post in Government,
whereas the post of Additional Secretary is in the normal line of reporting to that
substantive post. In practical terms, the officer now designated to “hear” me is one
who is institutionally junior and ordinarily subject to my administrative control. A
purported “hearing” by such an officer, at the instance of the Chief Secretary, sits
uneasily with both the service hierarchy and the requirements of an independent
quasi-judicial process.

4 Itis a settled principle of natural justice that he who hears must decide. The Hon'ble
Supreme Court in Gullapalli Nageswara Rao v. APSRTC, AIR 1959 SC 308
(Constitution Bench) and the Full Bench of the Hon’ble Kerala High Courtin T.
Sudheer v. M.V. Susheela, 2009 (4) KLT 817, have held that where a statute or
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fairness requires a personal hearing, the quasi-judicial authority which is to take the
decision must itself afford such hearing; the function cannot be split between one
authority which hears and another which decides. In other words, an authority that
has not heard the party and has not personally applied its mind to the defence cannot
validly make the quasi-judicial order.

5. Further, as laid down in Pradyat Kumar Bose v. Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court,
AIR 1956 SC 285, and followed inter alia in Shardul Singh v. State of Madhya
Pradesh, AIR 1966 MP 193, the disciplinary power to consider the inquiry record,
evaluate the defence and impose or decline to impose a penalty is a quasi-judicial
power which cannot be sub-delegated to a subordinate officer, except where the
statute expressly so provides. While the holding of an inquiry into facts may be
entrusted to another authority in accordance with the Rules, the ultimate disciplinary
decision, preceded by a fair opportunity of hearing, must be that of the competent
Disciplinary Authority himself. | am not aware of any provision under the AIS (D&A)
Rules which authorises the Hon’ble Disciplinary Authority to convert a requested
personal hearing before himself into a hearing before an Additional Secretary,
arranged through a communication from the Chief Secretary.

6. The present arrangement gives rise to an additional and grave concem. | have
already raised serious corruption-related concerns and other issues touching upon
the conduct of the Chief Secretary. The Additional Secretary-Il, GAD, who is now
stated to “hear” me, is administratively subordinate to the same Chief Secretary. A
hearing before an officer who reports to a person whose conduct is under challenge
necessarily creates a reasonable apprehension of bias, which is impermissible in law.
Justice must not only be done but must manifestly and undoubtedly be seen to be
done. A hearing conducted in the shadow of such hierarchical control does not
inspire confidence in its independence.

7. In the above circumstances, | most humbly request that:

(a) My earlier request for a personal hearing by the Disciplinary Authority himself
may kindly be honoured;

(b) Any personal hearing already fixed before the Additional Secretary-Il, GAD, on
the basis of the Chief Secretary’s letter dated 26.11.2025 may be treated as
infructuous and kept in abeyance, and a fresh date and time may kindly be fixed for a
hearing granted directly by the Hon’ble Disciplinary Authority; and

(c) Any further steps or orders in the disciplinary proceedings under Rule 8 of the
AIS (D&A) Rules may be taken only after such personal hearing and upon a direct,
reasoned order passed by the Disciplinary Authority, without sub-delegation of this
quasi-judicial function.

| submit this representation in good faith, in the firm belief that the integrity of the disciplinary
framework — and, indeed, public confidence in it — requires that the Disciplinary Authority’s
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role should neither be usurped nor diluted by any parallel arrangements, however
well-intentioned they may appear.

Yours faithfully,

A

Prasanth N, IAS (KL-2007)

Date: 01.12.2025

Copy to:

The Chief Secretary to Government,

Government Secretariat,

Thiruvananthapuram — 695001.

(for information, in view of Letter No.AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD dated 26.11 .2025 issued from
his office)
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

AIS - Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of Shri.
Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996) as Inquiring Authority and Smt. Sharmila Mary
Joseph IAS (KL 1997) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT

G.O.(Rt)No%%Z{)%%/Q(fAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, ©3/2/292-
2025
Read: 1. Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 of the DGP &
State Police Chief .

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/224/2025-GAD dated 22.10.2025.

" €'Y 3 Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025.

ORDER
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension made a
facebook post dated 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of KEAM
Examination which contain adverse remarks and criticism against Goverrfe‘m

and Government policies.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as

ond paper above, was served on the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)
has furnished his Written Statement of Defence in the matter. The Officer has

denied the charges/, except that hekmade the facebook post and replied to the

ora K 8
commentsh ‘t.Eovernment have examined the matter in detail. Since
the officerhasnot-admitted-any of-the ¢ i im—and-

o the reasons submitted for denying the charges are not acceptable,
e [N
Government have decided to conduct a detailed enquiry into the matter as

provided under Rule 8(6) (a) of AIS D& A Rules.



3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969, Government hereby appoint Shri.Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996),
Chairman & Managing Director, Kerala State Electricity Board Ltd. as
Inquiring Authority and Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS (KL 1997),
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department as
Presenting Officer to inquire into the charges levelled against Shri. Prasanth
N IAS (KL 2007) in the Articles of Charges.

4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)

To

1. Shri. Minhaj Alam IAS, Chairman & Managing Director, Kerala State
Electricity Board Ltd , Vydutha Bhavan, Pattom P O , Thiruvananthapuram.

2. Smt. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS, Principal Secretary, Women and Child

Development Department, Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram.

The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

4. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public

Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,

Government of India, New Delhi.

The General Administration (SC) Department.

6. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/224/2025-GAD).

&

&

Copy to
1. The Chief Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister.
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- .
2. Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3.4£he Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.
4. PA/CA to Additional Secretary I/l General Administration (AIS)
Department.

Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 of the DGP & State
Police Chief ( along with soft copies of Shri. Prasanth N IAS facebook
posts as its enclosures).

2. Articles  of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/224/2025-GAD dated 22.10.2025.

3. Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025.



GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

AIS - Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N [IAS - Appointment of Shri.
Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996) as Inquiring Authority and Smt. Sharmila Mary
Joseph IAS (KL 1997) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

s

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No. 33/2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 03/01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 of the DGP &
State Police Chief .

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/224/2025-GAD dated 22.10.2025.

3. Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025.

ORDER
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension made a
facebook post dated 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of KEAM
Examination which contain adverse remarks and criticism against
Government and Government policies.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as

2" paper above, was served on the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)
has furnished his Written Statement of Defence in the matter. The Officer has
denied the charges, except that he has made the facebook post and has replied
to the comments on the post. Government have examined the matter in detail.
As the reasons submitted for denying the charges are not found acceptable,
Government have decided to conduct a detailed enquiry into the matter as
provided under Rule 8(6) (a) of AIS (D& A) Rules, 1969.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969, Government hereby appoint Shri.Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996),



Chairman & Managing Director, Kerala State Electricity Board Ltd. as
Inquiring Authority and Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS (KL 1997),
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department as
Presenting Officer to inquire into the charges levelled against Shri. Prasanth
N IAS (KL 2007) in the Articles of Charges.

4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)
Dr. AJAYATHILAK IAS
CHIEF SECRETARY

To

1. Shri. Minhaj Alam IAS, Chairman & Managing Director, Kerala State
Electricity Board Ltd , Vydutha Bhavan, Pattom P O , Thiruvananthapuram.

2. Smt. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS, Principal Secretary, Women and Child
Development Department, Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram.

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/224/2025-GAD).

Forwarded / By order

(o

Section Officer
Copy to

1. The Chief Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

4. The PA/CA to Additional Secretary I/Il General Administration (AIS)
Department.
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Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 of the DGP & State
Police Chief ( along with soft copies of Shri. Prasanth N IAS facebook
posts as its enclosures).

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/224/2025-GAD dated 22.10.2025.

3. Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

AIS - Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of Shri.
Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996) as Inquiring Authority and Smt. Sharmila Mary
Joseph IAS (KL 1997) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No. 33/2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 03/01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQQ dated 28.07.2025 of the DGP &
State Police Chief .

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/224/2025-GAD dated 22.10.2025.

3. Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025.

ORDER
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension made a
facebook post dated 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of KEAM
Examination which contain adverse remarks and criticism against
Government and Government policies.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as

2" paper above, was served on the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)
has furnished his Written Statement of Defence in the matter. The Officer has
denied the charges, except that he has made the facebook post and has replied
to the comments on the post. Government have examined the matter in detail.
As the reasons submitted for denying the charges are not found acceptable,
Government have decided to conduct a detailed enquiry into the matter as
provided under Rule 8(6) (a) of AIS (D& A) Rules, 1969.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969, Government hereby appoint Shri.Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996),
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Chairman & Managing Director, Kerala State Electricity Board Ltd. as
Inquiring Authority and Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS (KL 1997),
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department as
Presenting Officer to inquire into the charges levelled against Shri. Prasanth
N IAS (KL 2007) in the Articles of Charges.

4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Governyment within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)
Dr. A JAYATHILAK IAS
CHIEF SECRETARY

To

1. Shri. Minhaj Alam IAS, Chairman & Managing Director, Kerala State
Electricity Board Ltd , Vydutha Bhavan, Pattom P O , Thiruvananthapuram.

2. Smt. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS, Principal Secretary, Women and Child
Development Department, Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram.

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/224/2025-GAD).

Forwarded / By order

(o~

Section Officer
Copy to

1. The Chief Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

4. The PA/CA to Additional Secretary I/II General Administration (AIS)
Department.



Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 of the DGP & State
Police Chief ( along with soft copies of Shri. Prasanth N IAS facebook
posts as its enclosures).

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/224/2025-GAD dated 22.10.2025.

3. Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Abstract

AIS - Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Appointment of Shri.
Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996) as Inquiring Authority and Smt. Sharmila Mary
Joseph IAS (KL 1997) as Presenting Officer - Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Rt)No. 33/2026/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 03/01/2026

Read: 1. Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 of the DGP &
State Police Chief .

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/224/2025-GAD dated 22.10.2025.

3. Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025.

ORDER
Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension made a
facebook post dated 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of KEAM
Examination which contain adverse remarks and criticism against
Government and Government policies.

2. The Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations, read as

2"" paper above, was served on the officer. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)
has furnished his Written Statement of Defence in the matter. The Officer has
denied the charges, except that he has made the facebook post and has replied
to the comments on the post. Government have examined the matter in detail.
As the reasons submitted for denying the charges are not found acceptable,
Government have decided to conduct a detailed enquiry into the matter as
provided under Rule 8(6) (a) of AIS (D& A) Rules, 1969.

3. In the above circumstances, in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 8(6) of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969, Government hereby appoint Shri.Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996),



Chairman & Managing Director, Kerala State Electricity Board Ltd. as
Inquiring Authority and Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS (KL 1997),
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department as
Presenting Officer to inquire into the charges levelled against Shri. Prasanth
N IAS (KL 2007) in the Articles of Charges.

4. The Inquiry Report shall be submitted to Government within three

months.

(By order of the Governor)
Dr. AJAYATHILAK IAS
CHIEF SECRETARY

To

1. Shri. Minhaj Alam IAS, Chairman & Managing Director, Kerala State
Electricity Board Ltd , Vydutha Bhavan, Pattom P O , Thiruvananthapuram.

2. Smt. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS, Principal Secretary, Women and Child
Development Department, Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram.

3. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s), Isavasyam TC 38/19982, Mithra Nagar,
Arappura- Elippode Road, Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695
013.

4. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

5. The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, Department of Personnel and Training,
Government of India, New Delhi.

6. The General Administration (SC) Department.

7. Stock File/Office copy (AIS-A1/224/2025-GAD).
Forwarded / By order
Section Officer
Copy to

1. The Chief Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister.

2. The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

3. The Officer on Special Duty, Office of the Chief Secretary.

4. The PA/CA to Additional Secretary /Il General Administration (AIS)
Department.
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Documents forwarded to the Inquiring Authority/Presenting Officer:

1. Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 of the DGP & State
Police Chief ( along with soft copies of Shri. Prasanth N IAS facebook
posts as its enclosures).

2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No.AIS
A1/224/2025-GAD dated 22.10.2025.

3. Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025.



hf:NHAJ ALAM |AS | Forest and Wildlife, Animal Husbandry
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ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY Sainik Welfar:e anc:
Minority Welfare Departments

No.12/ACS/2026/Forest 05.02.2026

To,
Shri. Prasanth N. IAS
Isavasyam, TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura — Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu P.O,
Thiruvananthapuram - 695013
Sir,

Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS - Personal hearing - reg
Ref: G.O(Rt)No0.33/2026/GAD dated 03/01/2026

As per the reference cited above, I am appointed as the Inquiring Authority

relating to your comments and facebook post on the conduct of KEAM examination.

In this regard, you are requested to appear before me in person along with all

relevant documents on 19" February at 11 am in my chamber (Room No. 394, 1st

Floor, Main Block, Government Secretariat).

Yours faithfully,

h\»‘ A
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :yﬁ{nt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

2) Smt. Anjana M. IAS, Special Secretary,
General Administration(AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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Dairy Development, Museum (Zoo)
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Minority Welfare Departments

No.15/ACS/2026/Forest 19.02.2026

To,
Shri. Prasanth N. IAS
[savasyam, TC 38/ 19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura — Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu P.O,
Thiruvananthapuram - 695013

Sir,
Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasant N IAS - Personal hearing — reg

Ref : 1.G.O(Rt)N0.33/2026/GAD dated 03/01/7026
2.Lr.No.12/ACS/2026/Forest dated 19.C 2026

Kind attention is invited to the o reference cited, pursuant to which you were
directed to appear in person for a hearing at 11:00 a.m. on 19 February 2026. As you
failed to appear as instructed, you are hereby informed that the hearing has been
rescheduled. You are requested to appear in person at 2:00 p.m. on 25 February

2026 in my chamber (Room No. 394, 1st Floor, Main Block, Government Secretariat)

without fail.

Yours faithfully,

1"\»\/\
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

/%/Smt. Anjana M. IAS, Special Secretary,
General Administration(AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
‘ Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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No.16/ACS/2026/Forest 25.02.2026

To,
Shri. Prasanth N. IAS
Isavasyam, TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura — Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu P.O,
Thiruvananthapuram - 695013
BIr;

Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS - Personal hearing — reg

Ref: 1. Lr.No.12/ACS/2026/Forest dated 05.02.2026
2. Lr.No.16/ACS/2026/Forest dated 19.02.2026

Kind attention is invited to the references cited, pursuant to which you were
directed to appear in person before me. As you failed to appear as instructed, you are
hereby informed that the hearing has been rescheduled. You are requested to appear in

person at 11:00 am. on 10% March 2026 in my chamber (Room No. 394, 1st Floor,

Main Block, Government Secretariat) without fail.

Yours faithfully,

Han h‘ A
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

}} Smt. Anjana M. IAS, Special Secretary,
General Administration(AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
_ Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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No.17/ACS/2026/Forest 10.03.2026

To,
Shri. Prasanth N. IAS
[savasyam, TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura - Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu P.O,
Thiruvananthapuram - 695013

Sir,
Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS - Personal hearing - reg

Ref: 1. Lr.No.i2/ACS/2026/Forest dated 05.02.2026

2. Lr.No.15/ACS/2026/Forest dated 19.02.2026

3. Lr.No.16/ACS/2026/Forest dated 25.02.2026
Kind attention is invited to the references cited, pursuant to which you were
directed to appear in person before me. As you failed to appear as instructed, you are
hereby informed that the hearing has been rescheduled. You are requested to appear in
person at 11:00 am. on 25" March 2026 in my chamber (Room No. 394, 1st Floor,

Main Block, Government Secretariat) without fail.

. Yours faithfully,

(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

j»)’ Shri. Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS,Deputy Secretary,
General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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IN THE DISCIPLINARY INQUIRY AGAINST Shri. Prasanth N IAS Kerala Cadre
Proceedings under Rule 8 of the AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969
Order dated: 10™ March 2026
Ref: Hearing Notice dtd, 05.02.2026,19.02.2026 and 25.02.2026

The Charged Officer has not appeared before the undersigned Inquiry Officer in spite
of service of notice issued under Rule 8(8) vide reference.
The inquiry is required to proceéd further in accordance with Rule 8(12) of the AIS
(D&A) Rules, 1969. Accordingly, the Presenting Officer is called upon to adduce .
evidence in support of the articles of charge. The inquiry is adjourned to enable the
Charged Officer to exercise the procedural rights available to him under Rule 8(12).
The Charged Officer is hereby afforded the following opportunities:
(a) to inspect the docments relied upon in support of the articles of charge, within
the time stipulated under the Rules;
(b)  to submit a list of defence witnesses,if any, whom he proposes to examine in
his defence; and
(c) to make a request for discovery or production of additional Government
documents, if considered necessary for his defence, indicating the relevance of
such documents. The Charged Officer is directed to avail the above
opportunities within the time limits prescribed under the AIS(D&A) Rules,
1969.
The inquiry is adjourned to 25" March 2026, on which date the inquiry shall
proceed further in accordance with the Rules.
N i
Inquiry Officer Minhaj Alam IAS
Additional Chief Secretary



MINHAJ ALAM iAs
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY
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No0.19/ACS/2026/Forest 25.03.2026
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Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS,

Superintendent of Police,

Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala
Sir,

Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N [AS — personal hearing and
examination of witness — reg

Ret  G.O(Rt)No.33/2026/GAD dated 03/01/2026

Kiic ..tention is invited to the reference cited. As per the refcience cited above, I am
appointed as the Inquiring Authority relating to Shri. Prasanth N IAS’ comments and
facebook post on the conduct of KEAM examination. Presenting Officer Smt. Sharmila

Mary Joseph IAS has informed that you are the witness in this case.

In this regard, you are requested to appear before me as witness on 31* March 2026

at 12.30 pm in my chamber (Room No. 394, 1* Floor, Main Block, Govt. Secretariat).

Yours faithfully,

Ny~
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

2) Shri. Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS,Deputy Secretary,
General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS-A1/224/2025-GAD General Administration (AIS A) Department
,Thiruvananthapuram

From
The Chief Secretary to Government

To

Shri Minhaj Alam IAS.

Chairman & Managing Director,

Kerala State Electricity Board Ltd ,

Vydutha Bhavan, Pattom P O , Thiruvananthapuram
Sir,

Sub: AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Reg.
Ref: G.O(Rt) No0.33/2026/GAD dated 03.01.2026.

I am directed to invite your kind attention to the reference cited. You were
entrusted with the inquiry against Shri. Prasanth N IAS as per Government
Order dated 03.01.2026 referred above. Due date stipulated for completing the
inquiry as per the said Government Order is 02.04.2026. Therefore, you are
requested to expedite the inquiry and submit the report within the stipulated
time.

Yours faithfully,

Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty
For Chief Secretary to Government

Copy to:
Dr. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary,
Women and Child Development Department.

AN
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
No.AIS-A1/224/2025-GAD General Administration (AIS A) Department

01.04.2026,Thiruvananthapuram

From
The Chief Secretary to Government

To
Shri Minhaj Alam IAS.
Chairman & Managing Director,
Kerala State Electricity Board Ltd ,
Vydutha Bhavan, Pattom P O , Thiruvananthapuram

Sir,

Sub: AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Reg.
Ref: G.O(Rt) No0.33/2026/GAD dated 03.01.2026.

I am directed to invite your kind attention to the reference cited. You were
entrusted with the inquiry against Shri. Prasanth N IAS as per Government
Order dated 03.01.2026 referred above. Due date stipulated for completing the
inquiry as per the said Government Order is 02.04.2026. Therefore,you are
requested to complete the inquiry and submit the report within the stipulated
time.

Yours faithfully,

Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty
For Chief Secretary to Government

Copy to:
Dr. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary,
Women and Child Development Department.
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Forest and Wildlife, Animal Husbandry
Dairy Development, Museum (Zoo)

« MINHAJ ALAM IAs
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY

Departments

No.42/ACS/2026/F&WLD 16.04.2026

To,
Shri. Prasanth N. IAS
Isavasyam, TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura - Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu P.O,
Thiruvananthapuram - 695013
Sir,

Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS - reg

Ref: 1. Presenting officer’s Note in Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth
N IAS (Copy enclosed)
2. Statement made by PoW Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS (Copy enclosed)
Kind attention is invited to the references cited. The note of the Presenting Officer
in disciplinary action against you and the statement of the Presenting Officer’s witness-
Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS, SP, Cyber Operations are enclosed herewith. You are requested

to submit your response within 5 days of receipt of this letter.

Yours faithfully,

h\'\“ ~
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

Shri. Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS,Deputy Secretary,
General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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No.19/ACS/2026/Forest 25.03.2026
To,

Shri. Prasanth N. IAS

Isavasyam, TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura — Elippode Road,

Vattiyoorkavu P.O,

Thiruvananthapuram - 695013
Sir,

Snb: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS - Personal hearing — reg

Fef: 1. LrNo.12/ACS/2026/Forest dated 05.02.2026

2. LrNo.15/ACS/2026/Forest dated 19.02.2026

3. LrNo.16/ACS/2026/Forest dated 25.02.2026

4. LrNo.17/ACS/2026/Forest dated 10.03.2026
Kind attention is invited to the references cited, pursuant to which you were directed
to appear in person before me. As you failed to appear as instructed, the inquiry is required
to proceed further in accordance with Rule 8(12) of the AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969. The case is
posted to 31/03/2026 at 12.30 pm for next hearing (Room No. 394, 1% Floor, Main Block,

Government Secretariat). Hence, you are requested to appear before me in person with list

of witnesses and produce the documents in your support. The witness for Presenting Officer

Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS is to be examined on the same day.

Yours faithfully,

H " )\sl A~
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

2) Shri. Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS,Deputy Secretary,
General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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No.45/ACS/2026/F&WLD 28.04.2026

To
The Chief Secretary
Govt. of Kerala
Thiruvananthapuram
Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS —reg

Ref- G.O (Rt) No. 33/2026/GAD dated 03/01/2026

Vide the reference cited above, I was appointed as the Inquiring
Authority against Shri. Prasanth N. IAS case regarding the conduct of KEAM
examination. 1 have conducted the enquiry and the inquiry report is submitted

herewith all relevant documents. I request that the same may be taken on record.

Yours faithfully,

Py A

(Minhaj Alam)

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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Report of the Inquiring Authority under Rule 8(24) of All India Services (Discipline and

Appeal) Rules 1969, in the disciplinary action against Shri Prasanth N IAS(KL 2007)

@

Shri Prashanth N TAS (KL 2007) made facebook post dated 10/7/2025 (while under
suspension) regarding the conduct of KEAM examination which contained adverse
remarks against Government and Government policies. He was issued articles of
charges and statement of imputations vide letter No.AIS A1/224/2025-GAD dated
22/10/2025. The Charged Officer submitted written statement of defence on
17/11/25 denying charges.

A. The Article of Charge is reproduced below:

L
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I

IV.

“That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension, made a
facebook post on 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of Kerala Engineering
Architecture Medical entrance examination (KEAM) criticizing Government
policies.”

“That you, in the reply to the comments of the facebook post dated 10.07.2025 made
further adverse remarks, directly and indirectly, against the*Government.”

“That, such statements and remarks from you against a Government action, caused
to create unwanted criticism of Government in media, sending a wrong message (o
the public that the State Government have taken a wrong decision in the matter.”

“That, your statements are prima facie found to be unbecoming of an officer borne
on the cadre of Indian Administrative Service.”

Your above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of Rules 3(1), 3(14)(i),
3(14)(ii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 13(1)(f) of the All India Service (Conduct) Rules

1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

B. A Statement of Imputations on which Articles of Charges are based is reproduced below:

1. It has come to the notice of the Government that Shri Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while

continuing under suspension on allegations regarding making allegations and derogatory

statements against other IAS officers, made the following facebook post on 10.07.2025

regarding the conduct of Kerala Engineering Architecture Medical entrance examination

(KEAM).

N-n\-' AL
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LI,

MIGYODIOGP E:QEEDIW FRMITD ag)INRJIND g 2lO@IM.”

2. On prima facie examination of the post, it is seen that the officer criticized the policy
decisions of the Government in connection with the conduct of examination. By doing so, he
acted in a manner unbecoming of a member of the Indian Administrative Service, disregarding
the service conduct rules that require strict neutrality and restraint in expressing personal

opinions on Government policies in public platforms.

3. On examination of the post and response of the officer to its comments, it is seen that the
- policies regarding the conduct of KEAM examination has been portrayed as a negligence of
the system and thereby the Government, and especially the Council of Ministers have been
ridiculed by sending a wrong message to the public. These remarks amounted to questioning
the bonafides of Government actions and policies, thereby lowering the credibility of the State

Givernment policies in the eye of the public.

4. The aforesaid statements and remarks made by Shri Prasanth N IAS created and fuelled
unnecessary criticism against the Government in the media and among the public. Such actions
conveyed a wrong impression that the State Government had taken arbitrary or incorrect
decisions in the conduct of the KEAM examination thereby eroding public confidence in the

integrity and fairness of the Government.

3. The above conduct of Shri Prasanth N IAS in publicly criticizing Government policies and
making repeated adverse remarks against the Government, is prima facie unbecoming of an
officer borne on the cadre of the Indian Administrative Service and is in violation of the

provisions of All India Service (Conduct) Rules 1968.

2 1] ™A
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6. Hence, the charges.

(I)  Extract from written statement of defence (WSD) to article of charges

submitted by the Charged Officer(CO)

Reply to Article of Charges(AOC)-

Article of Charge - 1

L
2.

Article of Charge 1 is admitted in part and denied in part.
It is admitted that, while under suspension, | made a Facebook post on 10.07.2025
regarding KEAM 2025 in my personal capacity, after the pronouncement of the judgment
of Hon ble High Court of Kerala on the same day.
It is specifically denied that the said facebook post amounted to ‘criticising Government
policies’in any improper, prohibited or intemperate manner. The post
(a) Accurately reflected the legal position emphasized by the Hon'ble High Court
namely that selection criteria (“rules of the game”) should not be altered mid-
process.
(b) Urged caution and circumspection in future conduct of examinations: and
(¢c) Did not attack any individual, did not impute corruption or bad faith to the
Government, and did not disclose any confidential information.
It is further denied that making such a post, in respectful language, based on a judicial
pronouncement, can amount to misconduct under Rules 3(1), 3(14), 3(2B), 7 or 13 of the
AIS Conduct Rules. A civil servant does not lose his fundamental right to freedom of
speech under Article 19(1)(a), subject to reasonable restrictions. Fair, post judgment
comment on a matter of acute public importance--- affecting more than 85,000 students
in KEAM 2025---- can not be be treated as disciplinary delinquency.
I deny that any part of facebook post falls within the mischief of “unbecoming of a
member of the Service” or “improper criticism of Government policies” as contemplated
in the Conduct Rules. The Article, beyond the bare fact of a post being made, is

misconceived and unsustainable.

hv\,\—‘ A



Article of Charge-I1

6.

Article of Charge 1l is admitted to the limited extent that I replied to certain comments
under my Facebook post, it is denied in so far as it alleges “further adverse remarks”
against the Government.
My replies were clarificatory in nature and confined to explaining
(a) The legal principle that selection criteria can not be changed mid-stream
(b) The impact of sudden changes on students and families; and
(c) the need for more responsible and stable examination administration
They did not contain abusive, defamatory or scandalous remarks against
Government.
The Article does not quote a single specific sentence from my replies which allegedly
constitutes an “adverse remark”. In the absence of clear particulars, 1 am unable to know
precisely what is complained of, beyond the general allegation that “adverse remarks”
were made. On this ground alone, Article 1l is vague and contrary to the requirement that
charges must be definite and specific.
To the extent the charge suggests that any disagreement with Government action, or any
expression which may lead some readers to form a critical opinion, is per se “adverse”
and punishable, it is wholly inconsistent with the constitutional guarantee of free speech
with the limited, reasonable restrictions permitted even on Government servants’

expression.

10. 1 therefore deny that my replies contained any * further adverse remarks” in the sense of

misconduct or misbehaviour under the AIS Conduct Rules.

Article of Charge-111

11. Article of Charge II1 is wholly denied.

12. The charge is not about what I actually wrote, but how some members of the public or

media allegedly reacted---"unwarranted criticism of Government in media” and a

“wrong message " that Government had taken a wrong decision.

13. In a democracy, citizens and media are constitutionally entitled to criticize Government

decisions. The fact that lawful, temperate speech by a civil servant might contribute to or
coincide with such criticism does not convert the speech into misconduct. The
Constitution does not recognize “unwanted criticism of Government in media” as a

ground to curtail freedom of speech.

'anlf\.
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14. If the public or media, afier reading a short post that echoes the High Court s legal view,
Jorm the impression that the decision on KEAM was flawed, this is a legitimate civic
response;, it cannot be attributed to me as an illegal insult for which I am disciplinarily
liable. Holding an officer responsible because people conclude that “Government have
taken a wrong decision” would mean that any honest officer who agrees with a court’s
criticism of the executive can be punished merely for saying so.

15. There is no allegation in the Article that my post incited disobedience of law, disturbed
public order, defamed any individual, or affected the security of the State. It only says
that it created “unwanted criticism” and a wrong message about a Government decision.
This is not a recognized head of misconduct and is contrary to Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(2)
of the Constitution.

16. 1 therefore deny that Article Il discloses any misconduct. It reflects an attempt to shield
the Government from criticism by using the disciplinary machinery against an officer

who merely expressed a lawful, court-aligned view on KEAM.
Article of Charge-1V

17. Article of Charge IV is unequivocally denied.

18. The Article is purely conclusory. It does not identify which particular word, phrase or
sentence in my Facebook post or replies is considered “unbecoming”, nor does it set out
any objective standard by which such an inference is reached. It simply states a
conclusion.

19. The expression “unbecoming of a member of the Service” in Rule 3(1) is an open
textured, residuary clause. It cannot be used as a catch-all to punish any expression that
inconveniences the Government or generates criticism. Courts have repeatedly cautioned
that such broad terms must be applied sparingly and consistently with constitutional
protections, and can not be stretched to cover constitutionally protected speech.

20. On facts:

(a) My post and replies were polite and measured;
(b) They were made after a High Court judgment and broadly endorsed the Court’s
logical reasoning;
(c) They did not contain vulgarity, abuse or personal attack;
(d) They did not compromise any official secret or confidential information.
21. In these circumstances, there is nothing “unbecoming” in my conduct. On the contrary,

drawing attention to a legal principle emphasized by the Court, in relation to an
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examination affecting lakhs of youth, is consistent with values of responsibility, integrity
and concern for public interest.

22. I also deny that my conduct can attract Rule 13(1)(f) of the AIS Conduct Rules, which
concerns private trade or employment; this provision is plainly inapplicable and appears
to have been inserted mechanically, without any factual basis.

23. For all the above reasons, Article IV does not disclose any misconduct and is liable to be

rejected.
Common to all Articles of Charge I-IV

24. Without prejudice to the specific replies above, 1 further state, in relation to all Articles
taken together, that;

(a) The charges are founded entirely on a Facebook post and replies which are already
on record and speak for themselves. A bare reading shows that they contain no
abusive or defamatory language, no disclosure of confidential information, and no
call for agitation or disobedience.

(b) The invocation of multiple Conduct Rule provisions--- Rules 3(I), 3 (1A4)(xi),
3(1A)(xii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 13(1)(f)--- without mapping any specific sentence of
my post to the ingredients of each rule demonstrates non-application of mind.

(¢) The proceedings are rooted in police-sourced OSINT deployed on a requisition from
the civilian administration for purely departmental purposes, which is a misuse of
police machinery and violates Articles 14 and 21.

(d) Treating a short, post-judgment, neutral commitment on KEAM as misconduct, and
using it to justify and prolong my suspension, imposes an unconstitutional,
disproportionate restriction on my right to freedom of speech under Article
19(1)(a), and has a chilling effect on officers’ willingness to speak honestly on
matters of public interest.

25. All these legal and constitutional objections, along with the chronology, misuse of police,
malafides in prolonging my suspension, and conflict of interest of the Chief Secretary, are
set out in detail in my Written Statement of Defence.

26. My Facebook post is squarely protected by Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution, which
guarantees to every citizen the right to freedom of speech and expression. Any restriction
on this right must strictly fall within one or more of the eight specific grounds in Article
19(2), namely: (i) sovereignty and integrity of India, (ii) security of the State, (iii) friendly

relation with foreign States, (iv) public order, (v) decency or morality, (vi) contempt of
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court, (vii) defamation, and (viii) incitement to an offence. The impugned post, made after

the High Court s judgment, does not: question the sovereignty or integrity of India; affect

the security of the State; touch upon any foreign State; disturb public order or encourage

any protest, bandh or disobedience; offend decency or morality; scandalize or lower the

authority of any court; defame any identifiable; or incite the commission of any offence.

At the highest, it reflects, in polite terms, the very legal principle emphasized by the High

Court in KEAM and urges better administrative care. In these circumstances, none of the

constitutionally permitted grounds of restriction under Article 19(2) is attracted, and any

attempt to treat this post as misconduct amounts to imposing a restriction beyond the four

corners of the Constitution.

27. Inview of the above, I respectfully submit that all four Articles of Charge(AOC) are either

Jactually incorrect, legally untenable, constitutionally infirm, or based on misuse of State

machinery, and I request that they be dropped in limine.

(111)

(Iv)

After examining the contents of defence submitted by the Charged Officer,
Government did not find the reasons submitted for denying the charges acceptable.
Hence Government decided to conduct a detailed enquiry into the matter as
provided under Rule 8(6)(a) of AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969. Government appointed
Shri Minhaj Alam IAS (KL 1996), Chairman and Managing Director, Kerala State
Electricity Board as Inquiry Authority and Smt. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS (KL
1997), Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department as
Presenting Officer vide G.O.(Rt)N0.33/2026/GAD dated 03/01/2026 to inquire into
the charges levelled against Shri Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007) in the Article of
Charges.

The quasi judicial proceedings against the Charged Officer were initiated and notice
was issued to Charged Officer through post and email to appear before the Inquiring
Authority. Presenting Officer was also requested to be present for the hearing.
Hearings were scheduled on 19/2/2026, 25/2/2026 and 10/3/2026. The Charged
Officer neither attended any of the hearing personally nor authorized any
representative to attend hearing. The Presenting Officer was present during the
hearings and submitted note on behalf of prosecution. Hence the inquiry was
proceeded further in accordance with Rule 8(12) of the AIS(D&A) Rules, 1969 and

Presenting Officer was called upon to adduce evidence in support of Articles of
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Charge. The Presenting Officer submitted a note containing reply to the Written

Statement of Defence (WSD) by CO to Article of Charges on 25/3/2026. The extract

of the note is attached below:

Presenting Officer’s Note on Written Statement of Defence (WSD) by CO to AOC 1: The
C.O. admits that he made the facebook post in his own name. No provision under AIS
conduct rules permits a MoS to express anything he feels about a government policy in his
own name. Rule 3(1): Integrity and devotion to duty: Every member of the Service shall
maintain absolute integrity and devotion to duty. By publicly criticizing or commenting on
a government policy, the C.O. creates an impression of bias, lack of neutrality, or personal
agenda. Integrity under Rule 3(14)(i) and 3(14)(ii) is interpreted to include political
neutrality and institutional loyalty. Even if posted in personal capacity, a civil servant’s
public expression may be seen as contrary to devotion lo duty, because it can undermine

the perception that he executes government policies faithfully.

If the Facebook post expresses approval or disapproval of a government policy, it may be
be interpreted as taking a position contrary to the policy stand of the government. Posting
under his own name (“in my own name”) does not exempt him;. The C.O.5 public

commentary amounts to a public criticism of the policy decision of the government.

Rule 3(2B)(x): refrain from doing anything which is or may be contrary to any law, rules,

regulations and established practices

Rule 7(i): No public criticism of the Government. This rule specifically prohibits a member
of Service from: making statements or expressing opinions, or criticizing government
policies in public, including through public media. A Facebook post is a public platform.
Evenifthe C.O. says he is doing it in his personal capacity, (*“in my own name) Rule 7 does
not recognize such an exemption. Expressing anything he feels about a government policy
is exactly what Rule 7 prevents, as it may be detrimental to public confidence in the
government, may degrade the image of neutrality and may embarrass the government. Even
expressing personal beliefs that contradict a policy is treated as “criticism™ if it undermines

the credibility of the government or its decisions.

Rule 13(1)(f): This rule prevents officers from associating with privately produced

sponsored media program.
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Remarks of Presenting Officer on WSD to AOC2:-

Public criticism of the Government s actions and policy related to KEAM; Reference to
personal grievance (*'families personally known to me”); Implication that the Government
mishandled the process. Violation of Rule 7. This directly contravenes several rules under

the AIS Conduct Rules.
Remarks of Presenting Officer on WSD to AOC 3:

Rule 7(i): No public criticism of the Government. This rule specifically prohibits a member
of the Service from: making statements or expressing opinions, or criticizing government

policies in public, including through public media.

A Facebook post is a public platform. Even if the officer says he is doing it in his personal
capacity, (“in my own name”) Rule 7 does not recognize such an exemption. Express
anything he feels about a government policy is exactly what Rule 7 prevents, because it :
harms public confidence in the Service, may degrade the image of neutrality, and may
embarrass the government. Even expressing personal beliefs that contradict a policy is

treated as “criticism” if it undermines the credibility of the government or its decisions.
Remarks of Presenting Officer on WSD to AOC 4:

Publicly criticizing Government in a public platform violating various provisions of

AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968 is unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of the IAS.

The Presenting Officer also produced Presenting Officer’s Witness (POW) Shri Ankit
Asokan IPS, Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters,
Kerala was present on 31/3/2026. He informed that vide letter no. AIS A1/224/2025/GAD
dated 19.07.2025 addressed to DGP cum State Police Chief, SP Cyber Operations was
directed to collect/retrieve the facebook post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS (enclosed with the
letter) along with comments and sub-comments and furnish a soft copy of the same.
Accordingly POW downloaded the public posts made by Shri. Prasanth N IAS available in
facebook and stored in a C.D. and submitted to Government through proper channel. The
printed documents of the contents submitted in the CD to government were shown to POW

and he authenticated it to be the same that he had forwarded.



The remarks of Presenting Officer on Written Statement of Defence to Article of Charges
as well as statement of Presenting Officer’s Witness were furnished to the Charged Officer

for comments. However the Charged Officer did not furnish any comments.

(V)  Assessment of the evidence and findings in respect of each Article of Charge

(AOC) by the Inquiring Authority:

AOC 1:- The CO has accepted that he has posted the content from his personal facebook
account regarding KEAM on 10.07.2025 but denied that it amounted to criticism of
Government policies. The CO made the observations after the judgment of Hon’ble High
Court of Kerala. The post made by the CO implies an adverse criticism of conduct of
KEAM 2025 by Government of Kerala. Rule 7(i) of AIS(Conduct) Rules clearly prohibits
any statement of fact or opinion in any public media which has the effect of adverse
criticism of any current or recent policy or action of Central Government or State
Government. Freedom of speech under Article 19 of the Constitution of India is subject to
reasonable restriction. The All India Service (Conduct) Rules, 1968 prescribes the
limitations on All India Service Officers. The CO has crossed the prescribed limits. Hence

this charge is proved.

AOC2:- The CO has not denied the charge of making further adverse remarks and
emphasized that the remarks were clarificatory in nature and did not contain abusive,
scandalous or defamatory remarks against Government. The CO had no authority to
comment and give further explanations on public platform on matters of Government
policy. His further remarks (after his post on 10/7/2025 at 5.21 pm) are an attempt to make

mockery and show Government in bad light. Hence this charge is proved.

AOC3:- The CO has denied the charge wholly that his actions resulted in unwanted
criticism of Government in media and sent a wrong message to public that State
Government had taken a wrong decision in the matter. In a democracy, criticism of
Government policy may be permitted for general public and media but it is limited by AIS
(Conduct) Rules for officers of Indian Administrative Service.. The posts and further
remarks made by CO on facebook convey criticism of Government action as well as of

Senior officers and thus violate AIS(Conduct) Rules. Hence this charge is proved.
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AOC4:- The CO has denied the charge and has emphasized that his posts and replies were
polite and measured and these were not “unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of
Indian Administrative cadre”. Every AIS Officer has to follow AIS(Conduct) Rules in true
letter and spirit. Rule 3(1) of AIS (Conduct) Rules mandate that officer should maintain
absolute integrity, devotion to duty, high ethical standards, integrity and honesty, political
neutrality, etc. The posts and replies of the CO were critical of Government policy and
hence constitute lack of integrity, political neutrality and high ethical standards on the part

of the CO. Hence this charge is also proved.

(VI)  On the basis of evidence adduced above, I find that acts of the Charged Officer
(CO) are in violation of following provisions of All India Services (Conduct)

Rules, 1968:
Rule 3(1): Shall do nothing which is unbecoming of a member of service
Rule 3(1A)(i): Maintaining high ethical standards, integrity and honesty;
Rule 3(1A)(ii): Maintaining political neutrality

Rule 3(2B)X: Refrain from doing anything which is contrary to any law, rules,

regulations and established practices
Rule 7(i): Adverse criticism of policy or action of State Government in public media

The Charged Officer has not violated Rule 13(1)(f) as it is related to private trade or
employment and posting comments on facebook can not be considered equivalent to

participating or associating with making of any media program.

h'\‘-\ ~

MINHAJ ALAM IAS
PEN: 325198
Forest & Wildlife, Animal Husbandry,
Dairy Development, Museum (Zoo),
Sainik Welfare and Minority Welfare Depts.
Government Secretariat
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MINHAJ ALAM 1As ' f“f.f, Forest and Wildlife, Animal Husbandry
ADD o i P B Dairy Development, Museum (Zoo)
vAaL C SECRETARY Sainik Welfare and
Minority Welfare Departments
No.12/ACS/2026/Forest 05.02.2026
To,
Shri. Prasanth N. IAS
Isavasyam, TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura - Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu P.O,
Thiruvananthapuram - 695013
Sir,

Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N.IAS - Personal hearing - reg
Ref : G.O(Rt)No0.33/2026/GAD dated 03/01/2026

As per the reference cited above, I am appointed as the Inquiring Authority

relating to your comments and facebock post on the conduct of KEAM examination.

In this regard, you are requested to appear before me in person along with all
relevant documents on 19" February at 11 am in my chamber (Room No. 394, 1st

Floor, Main Block, Government Secretariat).

Yours faithfully,

A
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

2) Smt. Anjana M. [AS, Special Secretary,
General Administration(AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat T puram-695 0601 1§
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Departmental Inquiry against Shri.Prasanth N. IAS Kerala Cadre

DAILY ORDER SHEET (1)

Date :19.02.2026

Present: 1. Smt..Shems Mew 29k . ; Presenting Officer

B M s S : Charged Officer

1) Received Order No. G.O(Rt).33/2026/GAD dated.03/01/2026 of General
Administration Department, Government of Kerala appointing Smt. Sharmila
Mary Joseph IAS as Presenting Officer and the undersigned as Inquiring
Authority in the case against Shri.Prasanth N. |IAS

2) Alsc re ived the following documents with the above ¢ .0

List of Doc . nents

» Letter No. T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 of the DGP & State
Police Chief (along with soft copies of Shri. Prasanth N IAS facebook
posts as its enclosures)

» Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations No. AIS A1/224/2025-
GAD dated 22.10.2025

+ Written Statement of Defence dated 17.11.2025

Clmj-d OH\W ded  w 1\((,,\;. bw —1”'“,:1_ Pt e 2?['2{2010
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1. Inquiry Officer hm\f\

2. Presenting Officer W

3. Charged Officer



! IAS \\ Forest and Wildlife, Animal Husbandry
‘_.-:CRETARY > Dairy Development, Museum (Zoo)
5 Sainik Welfare and
Minority Welfare Departments
j, | 2026/Forest < 19.02.2026
|
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Shri. Prasanth N. IAS

Isavasyam, TC 38/ 19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura — Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu P.O,

Thiruvananthapuram - 695013

Sir,
Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS - Personal hearing - "€g

Ref : 1.G.O(Rt)No.33/2026/GAD dated 03/01/2026
2.Lr.No.12/ACS/ 2026/Forest dated 19.02.2026

Kind attention is invited to the 2™ reference cited, pursuant to which you were
directed to appear in person for a hearing at 11:00 a.m. on 19 February 2026. As you
failed to appear as instructed, you are hereby informed that the hearing has been
rescheduled. You are requested to appear in person at 2:00 p.m. on 25 February
2026 in my chamber (Room No. 394, 1st Floor, Main Block, Government Secretariat)

without fail.

Yours faithfully,
T\v\\-\»\
(Minhaj Alam)
Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
0\(’ Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

2) Smt. Anjana M. IAS, Special Secretary,
General Administration(AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
_ Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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Departmental Inquiry against Shri.Prasanth.N IAS . Kerala Cadre
DAILY ORDER SHEET (2)

Date:25.02.2026

Present:- Smt. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS (Online)

» Presenting Officer Dr. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS joined online.
» Charged Officer did not appear for hearing.
» No one came to represent him.

« The case is fixed to 10/03/2026 at 11 am for hearing.

1. Inquiring Officer : Minhaj Alam IAS s e

£
2. Presenting Officer : Dr. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS W



« MINHAJ ALAM IAs
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY

No.16/ACS/2026/Forest

p\' ; : g4 .
‘1!}}%\%%'9!!} Forest and Wildlife, Animal Husbandry

Dairy Development, Museum (Zoo)

. Sainik Welfare and

Minority Welfare Departments
25.02.2026

Y

To,
Shri. Prasanth N. IAS
Isavasyam, TC 38/ 19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura — Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu P.O,
Thiruvananthapuram - 695013
Sir,

Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS - Personal hearing — reg

Ref: 1. Lr.No.12/ACS/2026/Forest dated 05.02.2026
2. Lr.No.16/ACS/2026/Forest dated 19 02.2026

Kind attention is invited to the references cited, pursuant to which you were

directed to appear in person before me. As you failed to appear as instructed, you are

hereby informed that the hearing has been rescheduled. You are requested to appear in

person at 11:00 am. on 10" March 2026 in my chamber (Room No. 394, 1st Floor,

Main Block, Government Secretariat) without fail.

Yours faithfully,

Fankq A
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

B - 2) Smt. Anjana M. IAS, Special Secretary,
General Administration(AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
_ Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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Departmental Inquiry against Shri.Prasanth.N IAS . Kerala Cadre

DAILY ORDER SHEET (3)

Date:10.03.2026

Present:- Smt. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS

« Charged Officer did not appear for hearing.
« No one came to represent him.

« The case is fixed to 25/03/2026 at 11 am for hearing.

1. Inquiring Officer : Minhaj Alam IAS A

_. e
2. Presenting Officer : Dr. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS AM
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IN THE DISCIPLINARY INQUIRY AGAINST Shri. Prasanth N IAS Kerala Cadre
Proceedings under Rule 8 of the AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969
Order dated: 10" March 2026
Ref: Hearing Notice dtd, 05.02.2026,19.02.2026 and 25.02.2026

The Charged Officer has not appeared before the undersigned Inquiry Officer in spite
of service of notice issued under Rule 8(8) vide reference.
The inquiry is required to proceed further in accordance with Rule 8(12) of the AIS
(D&A) Rules, 1969. Accordingly, the Presenting Officer is called upon to adduce
evidence in support of the articles of charge. The inquiry is adjourned to enable the
Charged Officer to exercise the procedural rights available to him under Rule 8(12).
The Charged Officer is hereby afforded the following opportunities:
(a) to inspect the docments relied upon in support of the articles of charge, within
the time stipulated under the Rules;
(b)  to submit a list of defence witnesses,if any, whom he proposes to examine in
his defence; and
(c) to make a request for discovery or production of additional Government
documents, if considered necessary for his defence, indicating the relevance of
such documents. The Charged Officer is directed to avail the above
opportunities within the time limits prescribed under the AIS(D&A) Rules,
1969.
The inquiry is ade‘?ned to 25™ March 2026, on which date the inquiry shall proceed
further in accordance with the Rules.
Y‘v\-‘/\
Inquiry Officer Minhaj Alam IAS
Additional Chief Secretary



REAKA) Forest and Wildlife, Animal Husbandry
BEOF Dairy Development, Museum (Zoo)

Sainik Welfare and
Minority Welfare Departments

_MINHAJ ALAM Iias
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY

No.17/ACS/2026/Forest 10.03.2026

To,
Shri. Prasanth N. IAS
Isavasyam, TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura - Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu P.O,
Thiruvananthapuram - 695013

Sir,
Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS - Personal hearing - reg

Ref: 1. Lr.No.12/ACS/2026/Forest dated 05.02.2026

2. 11 No.15/ACS/2026/Forest dated 19.02.2026

3. Lr.No.16/ACS/2026/Forest dated 25.02.2026
Kind attention is invited to the references cited, pursuant to which you were
directed to appear in person before me. As you failed to appear as instructed, you are
hereby informed that the hearing has been rescheduled. You are requested to appear in

person at 11:00 am. on 25" March 2026 in my chamber (Room No. 394, 1st Floor,

Main Block, Government Secretariat) without fail.
Yours faithfully,

A~
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

2) Shri. Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS,Deputy Secretary,
General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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IN THE DISCIPLINARY INQUIRY AGAINST Shri. Prasanth N IAS Kerala Cadre
Proceedings under Rule 8 of the AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969
Order dated: 10™ March 2026
Ref: Hearing Notice dtd, 05.02.2026,19.02.2026 and 25.02.2026

The Charged Officer has not appeared before the undersigned Inquiry Officer in spite
of service of notice issued under Rule 8(8) vide reference.
The inquiry is required to proceéd further in accordance with Rule 8(12) of the AIS
(D&A) Rules, 1969. Accordingly, the Presenting Officer is called upon to adduce .
evidence in support of the articles of charge. The inquiry is adjourned to enable the
Charged Officer to exercise the procedural rights available to him under Rule 8(12).
The Charged Officer is hereby afforded the following opportunities:
(@)  to inspect the docments relied upon in support of the articles of charge, within
the time stipulated under the Rules;
(b)  to submit a list of defence witnesses,if any, whom he proposes to examine in
his defence; and
()  to make a request for discovery or production of additional Government
documents, if considered necessary for his defence, indicating the relevance of
such documents. The Charged Officer is directed to avail the above
opportunities within the time limits prescribed under the AIS(D&A) Rules,
1969.
The inquiry is adjourned to 25" March 2026, on which date the inquiry shall
proceed further in accordance with the Rules.
Mg -
Inquiry Officer Minhaj Alam IAS
Additional Chief Secretary



Departmental Inquiry against Shri.Prasanth.N IAS . Kerala Cadre
DAILY ORDER SHEET (4)

Date:25.03.2026

Present:- Smt. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS

 Presenting Officer Dr. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS was present and
produced the evidences against him. Presenting officer requested to the
post the case to 31% March to examine the witness Shri. Ankit Asokan
IPS,Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police
Headquarters, Kerala on that day.

« Charged Officer did not appear for hearing and no one came to represent
him. Charged Officer should be asked to appear on the same day with list
of witnesses and produce the documents with him.

1. Inquiring Officer : Minhaj Alam IAS ‘hw‘/\f

2. Presenting Officer : Dr. Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS W




~ MINHAJ ALAM IAs
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY

YA\l Forest and Wildlife, Animal Husbandry
@~ Dairy Development, Museum (Zoo)

-

_ - Departments

No.19/ACS/2026/Forest 25.03.2026
To,

Shri. Prasanth N. [AS

Isavasyam, TC 38/19982,

Mithra Nagar, Arappura — Elippode Road,

Vattiyoorkavu P.O,

Thiruvananthapuram - 695013
Sir,

Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS - Persona! hearing — reg

Ref: 1 Lr.No.12/ACS/2026/Forest dated 05.02.2026
Lr.No.15/ACS/2026/Forest dated 19.02.2026
5. LrNo.16/ACS/2026/Forest dated 25.02.2026
4. LrNo.17/ACS/2026/Forest dated 10.03.2026

Y R

Kind attention is invited to the references cited, pursuant to which you were directed
to appear in person before me. As you failed to appear as instructed, the inquiry is required
to proceed further in accordance with Rule 8(12) of the AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969. The case is
posted to 31/03/2026 at 12.30 pm for next hearing (Room No. 394, 1* Floor, Main Block,
Government Secretariat). Hence, you are requested to appear before me in person with list

of witnesses and produce the documents in your support. The witness for Presenting Officer

Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS is to be examined on the same day.

Yours faithfully,

Hhkzl N
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

2) Shri. Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS,Deputy Secretary,
General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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No.19/ACS/2026/Forest

To,
Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS,
Superintendent of Police,

Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala
Sir,

Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS — personal hearing and
examination of witness — reg

Ref: G.O("1)No0.33/2026/GAD dated 03/01/2026

Kind attentic.i is invited to the reference cited. As per the reference cited above, I am

appointed as the Inquiring Authority relating to Shri. Prasanth N IAS’ comments and
facebook post on the conduct of KEAM examination. Presenting Officer Smt. Sharmila

Mary Joseph IAS has informed that you are the witness in this case.
In this regard, you are requested to appear before me as witness on 31** March 2026

at 12.30 pm in my chamber (Room No. 394, 1* Floor, Main Block, Govt. Secretariat).
Yours faithfully,

ing~
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

2) Shri. Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS,Deputy Secretary,
General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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Departmental Inquiry against Shri.Prasanth.N IAS . Kerala Cadre

DAILY ORDER SHEET (5)

Date:31.03.2026

Present:
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Peyrd - Wi Py k“\' Pva qu*-( ‘M\bv
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3.Inquiring Officer: (™ enrrn A Rt
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Statement made by PoW (Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS, SP, Cyber Operations) before
the Inquiring Authority Shri. Minhaj Alam IAS on 31* March 2026

Presenting officer’s witness, Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS, Superintendent of Police,

Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala (POW) was present.

He informed that vide letter no. AIS A1/224/2025/GAD dated 19.07.2025
addressed to DGP cum State Police Chief, SP Cyber Operations was directed to
collect/retrieve the facebook post by Shri. Prasanth N IAS (enclosed with the letter)

along with comments and sub-comments and furnish a soft copy of the same.

Accordingly POW downloaded the public posts made by Shri. Prasanth N [AS
available on facebook and stored the same in a C.D and submitted to Government
through proper channel. The printed documents of the contents submitted in the CD to

government were shown to POW and he authenticated it to be the same that he had

forwarded.
o
Presenting Officer’s Witness D - S kit Asokan IPS,
Superintendent of Police,
Cyber Operations,

Cyber Police HQ, Kerala
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Presenting Officer’s Note in Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N. IAS

(KEAM Case)

Sub:- Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KEAM Case) — reg.

Ref:- 1. Lr. No.12/ACS/2026/Forest dated 05.02.2026 from ACS Forest and Wildlife,

Animal Husbandry Dairy Development and subsequent letters
2. G.O(Rt) No.33/2026/GAD dated 03/01/2026

The Articles of Charge, Statement of Defence received from the officer and remarks
on the same are summarised as follows:

AOC 1

Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under suspension, made a facebook post
on 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of Kerala Engineering Architecture Medical
entrance examination (KEAM) criticising Government policies.

WSD
CO

of

Article of Charge I is admitted in part and denied in part. The officer admits that
he made the Facebook post dated 10.07.2025 in his own name in his personal
capacity, after the pronouncement of the judgment of the Hon'ble High Court of
Kerala on the same day.

The C.O. categorically denies that the said Facebook post amounted to
“criticising Government policies” in any improper, prohibited or intemperate
manner. According to the officer, the post: (a) accurately reflected the legal
position emphasised by the Hon'ble High Court, namely that selection criteria
(“rules of the game”) should not be altered mid-process; (b) urged caution and
circumspection in future conduct of examinations; and (c) did not attack any
individual, did not impute corruption or bad faith to the Government, and did not
disclose any confidential information.

The C.O further added that making such a post, in respectful language, based on
a judicial pronouncement, cannnol amount lo misconduct under Rules 3(1),
3(14), 3(2B), 7 or 13 of the AIS Conduct Rules. A civil servant does not lose his
fundamental right to freedom of speech under Article 15(1)(a), subject to
reasonable restrictions. Fair, post-judgment comment on a matter of acute public
importance—affecting more than 85,000 students in KEAM 2025—cannot be
treated as disciplinary delinquency.

Remarks

The C.O. admits that he made the facebook post in his own name. No provision
under AIS conduct rules permits a MoS to express anything he feels about a
government policy in his own name.

Rule 3(1): Integrity and devotion to duty: Every member of the Service shall
maintain absolute integrity and devotion to duty. By publicly criticising or
commenting on a government policy, the C.O. creates an impression of bias,
lack of neutrality, or personal agenda. Integrity under Rule 3(1A)(i) and 3(1A)(ii)
is interpreted to include political neutrality and institutional loyalty. Even if




posted in personal capacity, a civil servant’s public expression may be seen as
contrary to devotion to duty, because it can urdermine the perception that he
executes government policies faithfully.

If the Facebook post expresses approval or disapproval of a government policy, it
may be interpreted as taking a position contrary to the policy stand of the
government. Posting under his own name ( " in my own name") does not exempt
him;. The C.O’s public commentary amounts to a public criticism of the policy
decision of the government.

Rule 3(2B)(x): refrain from doing anything which is or may be contrary to any
law, rules, regulations and established practices

Rule 7(i): No public criticism of the Government. This rule specifically prohibits
a member of the Service from: making statements or expressing opinions, or
criticising government policies in public, including through public media.

A Facebook post is a public platform. Even if the C.O. says he is doing it in his
personal capacity, ("in my own name") Rule 7 does not recognise such an
exemption. Expressing anything he feels about a government policy is exactly
what Rule 7 prevents, as it may be detrimental to public confidence in the
government, may degrade the image of neutrality and may embarrass the
government.

Even expressing personal beliefs that contradict a policy is treated as “criticism”
if it undermines the credibility of the government or its decisions.

Rule 13(1)(f):
This rule prevents officers from associating with privately produced sponsored
media programme.

AOC2

The C.O. in the reply to the comments of the facebook post dated 10.07.2025
made further adverse remarks, directly and indirectly, against the Government.

WSD

The C.O. has admitted the charge to the limited extent that he replied to certain
comments under his Facebook post: he denied the allegation that he made
“further adverse remarks” against the Government. His replies were
clarificatory in nature and confined to explaining: (a) the legal principle that
selection criteria cannot be changed mid-stream; (b) the impact of sudden
changes on students and families; and (c) the need for more responsible and
stable examination administration. He submitted that his replies did not contain
abusive, defamatory or scandalous remarks against the Government.

The C.O further adds that the Article does not quote a single specific sentence
Jfrom his replies which allegedly constitutes an “adverse remark”. On this
ground alone, he contends that Article II is vague and contrary to the
requirement that charges must be definite and specific.

He denies the charge that his replies contained any “further adverse remarks” in
the sense of misconduct or misbehaviour under the AIS Conduct Rules.
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Remarks

Public criticism of the Government’s actions and policy related to KEAM;
Reference to personal grievance (“families personally known to me”);
Implication that the Government mishandled the process. Violation of Rule 7.
This directly contravenes several rules under the AIS Conduct Rules.

AOC3

Such statements and remarks from the officer against a Government action,
caused to create unwanted criticism of Government in media and amounted to
sending a wrong message to public that the State Government had taken a wrong
decision in the matter.

WSD

The C.O has denied Article of Charge II1.

The C.O mentions that the charge is not about what he actually wrote, but about
how some members of the public or media allegedly reacted— “unwanted
criticism of Government in media” and a “wrong message” that Government
had tcken a wrong decision. He explained that in a democracy, citizens and
media are constitutionally entitled to criticise Government decisions. The fact
that lawful, temperate speech by a civil servant might contribute to or coincide
with such criticism does not convert the speech into misconduct. The Constitution
does not recognise “unwanted criticism of Government in media” as a ground to
curtail freedom of speech.

The C. O further replied that the public or media, after reading a short post that
echoed the High Court’s legal view, formed the impression that the decision on
KEAM was flawed, that could be considered as a legitimate civic response; it
cannot be attributed to him (CO) as an illegal “result” for which he could be
disciplinarily liable. He further added that holding an officer responsible
because people concluded that “Government have taken a wrong decision”
would mean that any honest officer who agrees with a court’s criticism of the
executive can be punished merely for saying so.

CO further contended that there is no allegation in the Article that his post
incited disobedience of law, disturbed public order, defamed any individual, or
affected the security of the State. It only says that it created “unwanted
criticism” and a “wrong message” about a Government decision. CO contended
that this was not a recognised head of misconduct and is contrary to Articles
19(1)(a) and 19(2) of the Constitution.

Remarks

Rule 7(i): No public criticism of the Government. This rule specificaliy prohibits
a member of the Service from: making statements or expressing opinions, or
criticising government policies in public, including through public media.

A Facebook post is a public platform. Even if the officer says he is doing it in his
personal capacity, ("in my own name") Rule 7 does not recognise such an
exemption. Expressing anything he feels about a government policy is exactly
what Rule 7 prevents, because it: harms public confidence in the Service, may
degrade the image of neutrality, and may embarrass the government.

Even expressing personal beliefs that contradict a policy is treated as “criticism”
if it undermines the credibility of the government or its decisions.




AOC 4 That, his statements are prima facie found to be unbecoming of an officer borne
on the cadre of Indian Administrative Service

WSD Article of Charge IV is unequivocally denied,
The Article is purely conclusory. CO indicated that the post did not identify
which particular word, phrase or sentence in his Facebook post or reply was
considered “unbecoming”, nor does it set out any objective standard by which
such an inference is reached. The expression “unbecoming of a member of the
Service” in Rule 3(1) is an open-textured, residuary clause. The CO noted that it
cannot be used as a catch-all to punish any expression that inconveniences the
Government or generates criticism. Courts have repeatedly cautioned that such
broad terms must be applied sparingly and consistently with constitutional
protections, and cannot be stretched 1o cover constitutionally protected speech.
He further added that

(a) his post and replies were polite and measured:
(b) they were made afier a High Court Judgment and broadly endorsed the
Court’s legal reasoning,

(c) they did not contain vulgarity, abuse or personal attack;

(d) they did not compromise any official secret or confidential information

Remarks Publicly criticizing Government in a public platform violating various provisions
of AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968 is unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of

| IAS.

2. Without prejudice to the specific replies above, the CO further stated, in relation to all
Articles taken together, that:

(a) The charges are founded entirely on a Facebook post and replies which are already on
record and speak for themselves. His reply mentions that a bare reading shows that his posts
or replies did not contain abusive or defamatory language, nor was there any disclosure of
confidential information, nor any call for agitation or disobedience.

(b) The invocation of multiple Conduct Rule provisions—Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(xi), 3( 1A)(xii),
3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 13(1)(f)—without mapping any specific sentence of his post to the
ingredients of each rule demonstrates non-application of mind.

(¢) The proceedings were rooted in police-sourced OSINT deployed on a requisition from the
civil administration for purely departmental purposes, which is a misuse of police machinery
and violates Articles 14 and 21.

(d) Treating a short, post-judgment, neutral comment on KEAM as misconduct, and using it
to justify and prolong my suspension, imposes an unconstitutional, disproportionate
restriction on my right to freedom of speech under Article 19( 1)(), and has a chilling effect
on officers” willingness to speak honestly on matters of public interest.

3. The CO also raised many allegations and statements other than specific replies to the
charges. These need not be considered in the matter as the officer is expected to furnish
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replies specifically to the charges only. However regarding the allegation regarding using the
Police and OSINT facilities to conduct targeted surveillance on the Facebook activity of a
suspended IAS officer, it may be noted that the action was proportionate, because the
officer’s online activity directly related to possible misconduct, public criticism of the
Government, and violation of AIS Conduct Rules. When a suspended officer continues to
make public statements affecting the credibility of the Government, monitoring his public
posts is a minimal, non-intrusive, and reasonable measure. No private data was accessed:;
only publicly posted material was collected. Therefore, the least-restrictive method was used.

4. The C.O submitted his written statement of defence in the representation dated 17-11-
2025 addressed to the Disciplinary Authority himself (i.e. Hon. Chief Minister of Kerala) in
which he also sought withdrawal of the charge memorandum dated 22.10.2025.

5. After considering the defence submissions, and the materials relied upon, it is found that
no grounds have been established to justify withdrawal of the charge memorandum dated
©22.10.2025 or closure of the inquiry proceedings.

6. In the written statement of defence, the C.O has denied the charges, except that he made
the facebook post and replied to the comments made on it. The C.O. did not appear for
hearing on the days scheduled for the same (i.e on 19" February, 2026, 25t February 2026
and 10" March 2026. Further hearing notice was issued under Rule 8(12) of the AIS (D &
A) Rules 1969 directing the C.O to appear on 25" March 2026. The C.O however did not
appear before the Inquiry Authority.

7. Accordingly, I (Presenting Officer) hereby submit the detailed note which gives the details
of the Articles of Charges, the Written Statement of Defence (WSD) submitted by the C.O
and the remarks thereon.

8. The items in the Articles of Charge are based on the Facebook post made by the C.O. The
digital copies of the Facebook post had been collected by Shri.Ankit Asokan IPS,
Superintendent of Police, Cyber Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Police Headquarters,
Kerala using Open Source Intelligence (OSINT), and was submitted to DGP and State Police
Chief vide Letter No.232/CAMP/SP-Cybr Ops/2025 dated 23/07/2025. 1 would like to
request the Inquiring Authority to summon Shri.Ankit Asokan IPS as the Presenting Officer’s
witness (POW1) to confirm the authenticity of the digital copies of the said Facebook posts,
so as to admit the document as evidence.

Dr.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary

25/03/2026
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No.42/ACS/2026/F&WLD 16.04.2026

To,
Shri. Prasanth N. IAS
Isavasyam, TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura - Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu P.O,
Thiruvananthapuram - 695013
Sir,

Sub: Disciplinary action against Shri.Prasanth N IAS — reg

Ref: 1. Presenting officer’s Note in Disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth
N IAS (Copy enclosed)
2. Statement made by PoW Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS (Copy enclosed)
Kind attention is invited to the references cited. The note of the Presenting Officer
in disciplinary action against you and the statement of the Presenting Officer’s witness-

Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS, SP, Cyber Operations are enclosed herewith. You are requested

to submit your response within 5 days of receipt of this letter.

Yours faithfully,

hﬂ‘\ N
(Minhaj Alam)

Copy to :- 1) Smt.Sharmila Mary Joseph IAS
Principal Secretary, Women and Child Development Department

2) Shri. Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS,Deputy Secretary,
General Administration (AIS-A) Department

Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram-695 001, Kerala
Phone-Office : 0471-2518669, 0471-2320311
E-mail : prisecy.forest@kerala.gov.in, secy.ahd@kerala.gov.in
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Department of Posts, India
seflgmemmaeriay, faraiagaeiéumisa
Office of the Superintendent of Post Offices, Thiruvananthapuram South Division
fea-idy - 695023 Thiruvananthapuram -695023
QIS Tel: 0471-2471654 WHIad/ Fax : 0471-2575771 /Email : dotpuramsouth kI

To,

Shri. Minhaj Alam

Additional Chief Secreatary

Forest and Wildlife Animal Husbandry
Government of Kerala

695001

No. CCC / 37/Cpts/2026 dated at Thiruvananthapuram 695023 the Ozo '04.2026.
Sub: Proof of Delivery for Speed Post articles delivered from Vattiyoorkavu SO-reg
Ref : No20/ACS/2026 F&WLD dated 28.03.2026

Sir,

Kindly refer the above cited letter. It is informed that the following Speed Post articles addressed to
Shri Prasant N, IAS, Isavasyam, TC 38/1998(2), Mithra Nagar, Arappura Rd, Vattiyoorkavau are delivered
from Vattiyoorkavu PO on the dates as mentioned against each article. Copies of the delivery slip duly signed
by Sub Postmaster Vattiyoorkavu SO are attached herewith for your kind reference.

SL | Article No Date of Booking | Date of delivery
No

01 | EL738082241IN 06.02.2026 07.02.2026

02 | EL752355082IN 20.02.2026 21.02.2026

03 | EL752359138IN | 26.02.2026 27.02.2026

04 | EL752357361IN 12.03.2026 13.01.2026

05 | EL736961021IN 26.03.2026 27.03.2026

This is for your information and further necessary action.

Encl: AJA M

FefTer® =T 97/ Superintendent of Post Offices

%

Copy to\ AD PG Kerala Circle — For information.

M I

FTer® =TTF =99/ Superintendent of Post Offices
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No.AIS.A1/224/2024/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram

Dated: .05.2026
From

The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007) IAS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.
n7v Ref:- 1.Articles of Charges of even no. dated 22.10.2025.
oot 2.Inquiry Report dated 28.04.2026 received from Shri.Minhaj Alam
i IAS

I am to invite your attention to the references cited above and to inform that
the Inquiring Authority has furnished the inquiry report in the disciplinary action
initiated against you.

As stipulated in Rule 9(2) of All India Service (Discipline & Appeal) Rules,
1969, a copy of report of the Inquiring Authority is forwarded herewith and you are
requested to submit written representation of submission, if you so desire, on the
inquiry report within fifteen (15) days from the receipt of this letter.

Encl: As above
Yours faithfully,

p s

0o e
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
No.AIS.A1/224/2024/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram

Dated: 02.05.2026
From

The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Shri.Prasanth N IAS (KL:2007) IAS (u/s),
Isavasyam TC 38/19982,
Mithra Nagar, Arappura- Elippode Road,
Vattiyoorkavu PO., Thiruvananthapuram 695 013.
Sir,

Sub:- AIS - Disciplinary action initiated against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (u/s)
under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1969 — Reg.

Ref:- 1.Articles of Charges of even no. dated 22.10.2025.

2.Inquiry Report dated 28.04.2026 received from Shri.Minhaj Alam
IAS

I am to invite your attention to the references cited above and to inform that
the Inquiring Authority has furnished the inquiry report in the disciplinary action
initiated against you.

As stipulated in Rule 9(2) of All India Service (Discipline & Appeal) Rules,
1969, a copy of report of the Inquiring Authority is forwarded herewith and you are
requested to submit written representation of submission, if you so desire, on the
inquiry report within fifteen (15) days from the receipt of this letter.

Encl: As above
Yours faithfully,

i

Sachin Kumar Yadav IAS,
Deputy Secretary & Officer on Special Duty,
For Chief Secretary to Government.
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No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

NOTE

Sub:- IAS — Shri. Prasanth N IAS - Facebook post -
Higher Education Department— Reg.

Please see the File No.HEDN(G3)/201/2025 received from
Higher Education Department. That department has furnished copy of

| facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS for perusal necessary orders.

2. The note contain copy of a Facebook post by Shri. Prasanth N (date

and time of the post not visible).

3. The contents of the facebook posts could be edited/deleted. Hence in
an earlier file (AIS-A1/279/2024-GAD) which deals with
facebook/social media posts and interviews of Shri. Prasanth N IAS, the
copies of facebook posts and interviews were obtained from IGP, Cyber

Operations through SPC.

4. Submitted for orders on further course of action to be taken in the

matter.

%ﬂ% ' / 1‘8‘707'304

WA ABHILASH. D.S
\ : PEN:101081

/))Q/I Under Secretary to Govt.
; General Admn. (AIS) Dept.

Government Secretariat
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No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

7 Please see the File No.HEDN(G3)/201/2025 received from
Higher Education Department. That department has furnished copy of

facebook post of Shri. Prasanth N IAS for perusal necessary orders.

8. The note contain copy of a Facebook post by Shri. Prasanth N

(date and time of the post not visible).

9. The contents of the facebook posts could be edited/deleted.
Hence in an earlier file (AIS-A1/279/2024-GAD) which deals with
facebook/social media posts and interviews of Shri. Prasanth N IAS, the
copies of facebook posts and interviews were obtained from IGP, Cyber

Operations through SPC.

10. As per orders at para 5 NF, the SPC was req‘ﬁested to
collect/retrieve the the facebook post by Shri. Parasanth N IAS along

with comments and sub-comments and to furnish soft copy of the same.

11. Now SPC has furnished copy of Facebook post made by Shri.
Prasanth N IAS, received from SP, Cyber Operations. The soft copy of
the post has been furnished in a Compact Disc (kept in section). The
print out of the post along with comments may kindly be seen at P 13-51
CE.

12. Submitted for orders.

oo
N W *
%V f///\;,)f

2l

¢ ABHILAS%S?-S
:101
ANJANAVM. 1AS ‘ Unde‘? gg:retary to Govt.
Additional Secretary to Government General Admn. {A1S) Dept-
General Administration (AIS) Dept- Government Secretariat

Kerala, Thimvananthapqrwu
Phone: 0471 2517070
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No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

B, @) QU  ©afagafay  (under suspension) KEAM
aAdleulm udeod qulledly @maomeo Qfladudly) 6 EH06TE
mUOQany  @OWYRo @R Ganmy I @mlalledly  Galoqy
MUoENITU] oJBB@EM 0D an@@. KEAM aidleslad oMo
alepepm  Qign] dUlleé:dly MOEBHE  MUIGaO} oW DEEREIRIOS
AladWae  WoARLYIGeSTIOM osdy  ommm  allepea
Qidhajosm gD Ales@oe ®SB MSaSlEID]  Oal®EEEM  ( AIS)

QB fleelss) 665000Qfl388®.

5. TLUBOMAOR QM CBTYHEID @PWAIRTD g Galdeel SPC
Q@ mlaee Oleaods GRYQUUBIOFHDYe SPC, OSNIT(Open Source
Intelligence ) geeum GuoeUGlg) Face Book Post/ comments ag)mluQes
aldBa] LIGYROEBS Qo 2IQIg6rE (Galsd 13 -51 M.a0).

16. Face Book post/ comments Qlluec@o] al@leuwd Wl gjml@d KEAM
Al@ley MSODIa] MLotNIWla] MRS mﬂcg.;cﬁm‘ﬂsx@ HQHEBOW
@pmomuo@oe)  ol@led@eaege. @@ ¢l 6 al0@E|MEBRUD LB
g5 Blleotsle) MUEM3Udo M@Bs|- MLAEIBIOMQYo,
REEMMMAIWIMETD QYo (@il a] m@W
mmenog"lg:ﬂ%gg@omﬂ 06N,

7. @ (@I eafafaflTy  GREMIaHEM aflewoaowl
mecr}gnﬁnamﬂma DSMBHQIOMEIEJe  @REGa00 AlS(Conduct) Rules
J@ooges Member of Service o ddaiamolen  adlwlwlod
®OMWIET. @RWOIMIT @O @oEGaNEBIM AlS(Conduct) QUAMJ

(@00 DADED JUBDDTIEHIMD BFIQHQRES.

(i



No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept. X

18. DD TLIAN AR W) (JUom IAS e cacdaludly
udooileud AlS (Conduct) soead Rule 3(1) (1A) ()(i) 2B (x) ( 7() ag)cml
2ISEERBOS B1oNRIMNMIET af)m) EHI6MOR.

19. 09 @Ol quledleaim @sBmsalsl MuesnIMUWl g
oomE0lmIw] aow@ dM® allePepPML Qidal B@ET @eeum 6nigd
QeuROlEs MLAdAlEndqmmosT) .

Q gvﬁ %% (y»/’cvu,
¥
\

[J\MJO

ABHILASH. D.S

PEN:101081
Under Secretary to Govt.
General Admn. (AIS) Dept.

Government Secretariat
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No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

22. Shi Prasanth/N IAS, while under suspension made a
facebook post dated 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of KEAM
examination. On prima facie examination, it is seen that the post
contain adverse remarks and criticism against Government and

Government policies.

23. As per para 21 NF, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has
ordered to initiate disciplinary action against Shri. Prasanth N IAS
in this regard. The following charges may be framed against Shri.

Prasanth N IAS on the alleged misconduct.

Articles of Charge - 1

That you Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under
suspension, made a facebook post on 10.07.2025 regarding the
conduct of Kerala Engineering Architecture Medical entrance
examination (KEAM) crticising Government policies.
Articles of Charge - 11

That you, in the reply to the comments of the facebook
post dated 10.07.2025 made further adverse remarks, directly and
indirectly, against the Government.
Articles of Charge - 111

That, such statements and remarks from you against a
Government action, caused to create unwanted criticism of
Government in media, sending a wrong message to public that the
State Government have taken a wrong decision in the matter.
Articles of Charge - IV

That, your statements are prima facie found to be
unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of Indian

Administrative Service.
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No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

The above acts prima facie are found to be in violation of
Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x), 7 (&) and 13(1)(f) of the
All India Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants

disciplinary action against the officer

List of documents by which the articles of charged framed
against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

Letter No.T6-144211/2025/PHQ dated 28.07.2025 from Director

General of Police-cum-State Police Chief.

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed
against Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007)

Shri. Ankit Asokan IPS, Superintendent of Police, Cyber

Operations, Cyber Police Headquarters, Kerala.

24. As per Rule 8(4) of All India Services (Discipline &
Appeal Rule 1969 Where it is proposed to hold an inquiry against a
member of the Service under this rule and or rule 10, the

disciplinary authority shall draw up or caused to be drawn up—

(i) the substance of the imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour
into definite and distinct articles of charge;

(ii) a statement of the imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour
in support of each article of charge, which shall contain—

(a) a statement of all relevant facts including any admission or
confession made by the member of the Service;

(b) a list of documents by which, and a list of witness by whom the
articles of charge are proposed to be sustained

As per Rule 8(5)(a) of All India Services (Discipline & Appeal

Rule 1969 The disciplinary authority shall deliver or cause to be
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No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

delivered to the member of the Service a copy of the articles of
charge, the statement of the imputations of misconduct or
misbehaviour and a list of documents and witnesses by which each

article of charge is proposed to be sustained.

25. In view of the above rule, file may be submitted to

Hon'ble Chief Minister:-

(a) For the approval of the Articles of Charges as mentioned at

Para 23 above.

(b)If agreed with the above point, whether the Articles of
Charges (point (a) above)/ Statement of Imputations/ List of
documents / List of witnesses may be caused to be drawn up
and delivered to Shri.Prasanth N IAS, by Chief Secretary in
accordance with Rule 8 (4) and 8(5)(a) of All India Services
(Discipline & Appeal Rule 1969 .

%\(ﬂ"‘
' ot e
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| HILASH. DS
W ABPEN ;101081
( % ' Under Secretary 0 Govt.

! a1 Admn. (AIS) Dept.
M ’ Ggr;i:a?'nment Secret.anat
RAJESHGR

PEN NO.101147
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No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

27. Vide orders drafts of covering letter, AOC, SOI and other

documents put up for approval.

L
i v,f/
’Vg/‘i ‘ .10"3(
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No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

30. Kindly see the foregoing notes. The AOC and SOI
was sent to the officer through Speedpost and through email. In the
acknowledgement of the same, it is seen that the same has been
received ‘For Anitha’. But is not known who Anitha is. Similarly in
another file (AIS-A1/147/2021-GAD) also AOC & SOI was sent to
the officer. The acknowledgement of the same has not been
received. Hence in both the cases, proper acknowledgements of the

officer have not been received.

31. Now AOC and SOI are being served to the officer in two

files ( AIS-A1/300/2025-GAD and AIS-A1/315/2025-GAD).

32. As per Handbook for Inquiry Officers and Disciplinary
Authorities, published by DoPT, the following procedure can be

adopted for the issuance of AOC.

How to issue the charge sheet, if the delinquent employee is not
traceable and the charge sheet issued through registered post is

returned by postal authorities with the endorsement ‘not found’?

When the delinquent employee is unauthorizedly absent and could
not be contacted, copies of the charge sheet may be dispatched to
all the known addresses of the delinquent official, available with

the organization. If it fails, charge sheet or the gist thereof may be
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No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

published in the local news paper; the charge sheet may be
published in the web site of the organization and pasted in the
notice board of the organization.

33. In the circumstances, for orders whether steps may be
taken to publish the AOCs in two cases in local news paper. Also,
for orders whether the two AOCs which are being issued, need to

be published in news paper.

g.n'k
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No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

36. Kindly see the foregoing notes. Shri. Prasanth N IAS (ws)
has now furnished written statement of defence through email
dated 25.11.2025. On the same he has requested for a personal

hearing before passing any orders.

37. As per minutes at P 79 cf, AS-II has been directed to give
personal hearing as requested by Sri. Prasanth N IAS within one

week.

38. File may be submitted to AS-II for deciding date and time

for the hearing.
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44.Shri. Prasanth N IAS, while under suspension, made a
facebook post dated 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of KEAM
examination. On prima facie examination, it is seen that the post
contain adverse remarks and criticism against Government and
Government policies. As per the orders of the Competent Authority,

.
Articles of Charge were served to the officer.

45. The officer has furnished his written statement of defence
dated 17.11.2025 which was received in email on 25.11.2025. The
communication received from the officer contains two parts. The first
part contains statements and allegations which are mostly irrelevant
with respect to the charges. The second part contains statement of
defence to the charges. The officer also requested a personal hearing

before taking a final decision in the matter.

46. Though the relevant rules do not mandate any personal
hearing at this stage, as per orders at p 79 cf, the officer was informed
that he will be heard in person by Additional Secretary-II on 01.12.2025
at 11.30 AM. Communication in this regard was sent to Shri. Prasanth N
IAS on 26.* 11.2025 through email and through Speed post Registered on
27.11.2026 which was delivered to the officer on 2831.2025.

47.  The officer did not turn up for the hearing on 01.12.2025.

3
But on the same day the officer submitted an objection to letter dated
26.11.2025 (Hearing Notice) to the Hon’ble Chief Minister raising

following points.

i. He had sought personal hearing by the Disciplinary Authority
(Hon’ble Chief Minister) himself.

ii. The hearing notice was received only on 01.12.2025.

iii. The Chief Secretary has no legal authority to assume himself the

role of arranging and structuring a quasi-judicial hearing, which
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belongs to the Disciplinary Authority alone. Further, a junior

officer was assigned the task of hearing.

iv. As per various Supreme Court and High Court judgements, a

personal hearing has to be given by the quasi-judicial authority

who is competent to take decision in the matter.

48. In the Articles of Charge, the officer was informed that he has
violated 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(x), 7 (1) and 13(1)(f) of the All
India Service (Conduct) Rules 1968. The Articles of Charge, Statement

of Defence received from the officer and remarks on the same are

summarised as follows:

AOC1

That you, Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under
suspension, made a facebook post on 10.07.2025
regarding the conduct of Kerala Engineering
Architecture Medical entrance examination (KEAM)

crticising Government policies.

WSD

Article of Charge | is admitted in part and denied in part. The

officer admits that he made the Facebook post dated
10.07.2025 in his own name in his personal capacity, after the
pronouncement of the judgment of the Hon’ble High Court of
Kerala on the same day.

The officer specifically denies that the said Facebook post
amounted to “criticising Government policies” in any
improper, prohibited or intemperate manner. According to the
officer, the post: (a) accurately reflected the legal position
emphasised by the Hon'ble High Court, namely that selection
criteria (“rules of the game”) should not be altered mid-
process; (b) urged caution and circumspection in future
conduct of examinations; and (¢) did not attack any
individual, did not impute corruption or bad faith to the

Government, and did not disclose any confidential
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information.

Making such a post, in respectful language, based on a
judicial pronouncement, cannot amount to misconduct under
Rules 3(1), 3(1A), 3(2B), 7 or 13 of the AIS Conduct Rules. A
civil servant does not lose his fundamental right to freedom of
speech under Article 19(1)(a), subject to reasonable
restrictions. Fair, post-judgment comment on a matter of acute
public importance—affecting more than 85,000 students in

KEAM 2025—cannot be treated as disciplinary delinquency.

Remarks

The officer admits that he made that facebook post in his own
name. No provision under AIS conduct rules permit a MoS to
express anything he feels about a government policy in his
Own name.

Rule 3(1): Integrity and devotion to duty: Every member of
the Service shall maintain absolute integrity and devotion to
duty. By publicly criticising or commenting on a government
policy, the officer creates an impression of bias, lack of
neutrality, or personal agenda. Integrity under Rule 3(1A)(i)
and 3(1A)(ii) is interpreted to include political neutrality and
institutional loyalty. Even if posted in personal capacity, a
civil servant’s public expression may be seen as contrary to
devotion to duty, because it can undermine the perception that
he executes government policies faithfully.

If the Facebook post expresses approval or disapproval of a
government policy, it can be interpreted as taking a political
position. Posting under his own name (" in my own name")
does not exempt him. AIS officers must avoid any
appearance of aligning with or opposing political viewpoints.
The officer’s public commentary can be seen as political

activity, especially because policies are tied to the government
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of the day.

Rule 3(2B)(x): refrain from doing anything which is or may
be contrary to any law, rules, regulations and established
practices

Rule 7(i): No public criticism of the Government. This rule
specifically prohibits a member of the Service from: making
statements or expressing opinions, or criticising government
policies in public, including through public media.

A Facebook post is a public platform. Even if the officer says
he is doing it in his personal capacity, ("in my own name")
Rule 7 does not recognise such an exemption. Expressing
anything he feels about a government policy is exactly what
Rule 7 prevents, because it harms public confidence in the
Service, may degrade the image of neutrality, and may
embarrass the government.

Even expressing personal beliefs that contradict a policy
should be treated as “criticism” if it undermines the
credibility of the government or its decisions. Rule 6 gives
procedural permission to publish/speak. Rule 7 imposes
substantive prohibitions on what may be said. Whenever there
is tension, Rule 7 dominates because of its prohibitory nature.
The officer’s “right” under Rule 6 survives only to the extent
that the expression is value-neutral and consistent with
Government policy. As a result, Rule 6 is not an independent
right; it exists only within the narrow corridor allowed by
Rule 7.

Rule 13(1)(f):

This rule prevents officers from associate himself with

privately produced sponsored media programme.
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AOC2

That you, in the reply to the comments of the facebook
post dated 10.07.2025 made further adverse remarks,

directly and indirectly, against the Government.

WSD

The officer has admitted the charge to the limited extent that

he replied to certain comments under his Facebook post; the
officer has denied that allegation that he made “further
adverse remarks” against the Government. His replies were
clarificatory in nature and confined to explaining: (a) the legal
principle that selection criteria cannot be changed mid-
stream; (b) the impact of sudden changes on students and
families; and (c) the need for more responsible and stable
examination administration. They did not contain abusive,
defamatory or scandalous remarks against the Government.
The Article does not quote a single specific sentence from his
replies which allegedly constitutes an “adverse remark”. On
this ground alone, Article 1I is vague and contrary to the
requirement that charges must be definite and specific.

He denies the charge that his replies contained any “further
adverse remarks” in the sense of misconduct or misbehaviour

under the AIS Conduct Rules.

Remarks

The post contains public criticism of the Government’s
actions and policy related to KEAM; There are reference to
personal grievance (“families personally known to me”); The
post implies that the Government mishandled the process.
This directly engages several AIS Conduct Rules as indicated

in pre-paras and the AoC is clear and specific in this respect.

AOC3

That, such statements and remarks from you against a
Government action, caused to create unwanted criticism
of Government in media, sending a wrong message to
public that the State Government have taken a wrong

decision in the matter.
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WSD

The officer has denied Article of Charge I1I.

The charge is not about what he actually wrote, but about how
some members of the public or media allegedly reacted
—“unwanted criticism of Government in media” and a
“wrong message” that Government had taken a wrong
decision. In a democracy, citizens and media are
constitutionally entitled to criticise Government decisions.
The fact that lawful, temperate speech by a civil servant
might contribute to or coincide with such criticism does not
convert the speech into misconduct. The Constitution does not
recognise “unwanted criticism of Government in media” as a
ground to curtail freedom of speech.

If the public or media, after reading a short post that echoes
the High Court’s legal view, form the impression that the
decision on KEAM was flawed, this is a legitimate civic
response; it cannot be attributed to him as an illegal “result”
for which he is disciplinarily liable. Holding an officer
responsible because people conclude that “Government have
taken a wrong decision” would mean that any honest officer
who agrees with a court’s criticism of the executive can be
punished merely for saying so.

There is no allegation in the Article that his post incited
disobedience of law, disturbed public order, defamed any
individual, or affected the security of the State. It only says
that it created “unwanted criticism” and a “wrong message”
about a Government decision. This is not a recognised head of
misconduct and is contrary to Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(2) of

the Constitution.

Remarks

Rule 7(i): No public criticism of the Government. This rule

specifically prohibits a member of the Service from: makin




19

No. AIS.A1/224/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

statements or expressing opinions, or criticising government
policies in public, including through public media.

A Facebook post is a public platform. Even if the officer says
he is doing it in his personal capacity, ("in my own name").
Rule 7 does not recognise such an exemption. Expressing
anything he feels about a government policy is exactly what
Rule 7 prevents, because it: harms public confidence in
Government, may degrade the image of neutrality, and may
embarrass the government. Even expressing personal beliefs
that contradict a policy is treated as “criticism” if it
undermines the credibility of the government or its decisions.
The Rule 6 of AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1969 gives limited
permission to AIS officers publish/speak in a public media.
But Rule 7 imposes substantive prohibitions on what may be
said. Whenever there is tension, Rule 7 dominates because of
its prohibitory nature. The officer’s “right” under Rule 6
survives only to the extent that the expression is value-neutral
and consistent with Government policy. As a result, Rule 6 is
not an independent right; it exists only within the narrow

corridor allowed by Rule 7.

AOC4 That, your statements are prima facie found to be
unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of Indian
Administrative Service.

WSD Article of Charge IV is unequivocally denied.

The Article is purely conclusory. It does not identify which
particular word, phrase or sentence in my Facebook post or
replies is considered “unbecoming”, nor does it set out any
objective standard by which such an inference is reached. It
simply states a conclusion. The expression “unbecoming of a
member of the Service” in Rule 3(1) is an open-textured,

residuary clause. It cannot be used as a catch-all to punish any
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expression that inconveniences the Government or generates
criticism. Courts have repeatedly cautioned that such broad
terms must be applied sparingly and consistently with

constitutional protections, and cannot be stretched to cover

constitutionally protected speech.

(a) my post and replies were polite and measured,;

endorsed the Court’s legal reasoning;

(c) they did not contain vulgarity, abuse or personal attack;

information

(b) they were made after a High Court judgment and broadly

(d) they did not compromise any official secret or confidential

Remarks | Publicly criticizing Government in a public platform violating

various provisions of AIS(Conduct) Rules, 1968

unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of TAS.

is

49. Without prejudice to the specific replies above, the officer has
further stated, in relation to all Articles taken together, that:
(a) The charges are founded entirely on a Facebook post and replies
which are already on record and speak for themselves. A bare reading
shows that they contain no abusive or defamatory language, no
disclosure of confidential information, and no call for agitation or
disobedience.
(b) The invocation of multiple Conduct Rule provisions—Rules 3(1),
3(1A)(xi), 3(1A)(xii), 3(2B)(x), 7(i) and 13(1)(f)—without mapping any
specific sentence of my post to the ingredients of each rule demonstrates
non-application of mind.
(c) The proceedings are rooted in police-sourced OSINT deployed on a
requisition from the civil administration for purely departmental
purposes, which is a misuse of police machinery and violates Articles 14

and 21.
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(d) Treating a short, post-judgment, neutral comment on KEAM as
misconduct, and using it to justify and prolong my suspension, imposes
an unconstitutional, disproportionate restriction on my right to freedom
of speech under Article 19(1)(a), and has a chilling effect on officers’
willingness to speak honestly on matters of public interest.

50. It may be noted that the officer has raised many allegations
and statements other than specific replies to the charges. These need not
be considered in this Disciplinary action matter as the officer is expected
to furnish replies specifically to the charges only. However, regarding
the allegation regarding using the Police and OSINT facilities to conduct
targeted surveillance on the Facebook activity of a suspended
IAS officer, it may be noted that the action was proportionate, because
the officer’s online activity directly related to possible misconduct,
public criticism of the Government, and violation of AIS Conduct Rules.
When a suspended officer continues to make public statements affecting
the credibility of the Government, viewing and pursuing action on his
public posts is a minimal, non-intrusive, and reasonable measure. No
private data was accessed; only publicly posted material was collected.
Therefore, the least-restrictive method was used.

51. The representation dated 01.15.2025 submitted by Shri N.
Prasanth, IAS, requesting seeking a personal hearing by the Disciplinary
Authority himself and written statement of defence seeking withdrawal
of the charge memorandum dated 22.10.2025 has been examined in light
of the AIS (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, and the available
records.

52. It has been noted that the officer has insisted that any
personal hearing in the matter must be conducted by the Disciplinary
Authority himself. The officer has stated that the Disciplinary
Authority’s role should neither be usurped nor diluted by any parallel

arrangements, however well-intentinoed they may appear. In the first
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instance, the AIS (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969 do not create any
mandatory requirement for a hearing or for the Disciplinary Authority
to personally conduct an oral hearing. The competent authority is
permitted to obtain procedural assistance through senior officers for the
purpose of recording submissions.

53. It may be noted that in State of Jharkhand & Ors. vs. Rukma
Kesh Mishra (2025 INSC 412), the Hon’ble Supreme Court has clarified
the Delegation of Powers by Chief Minister in the case of disciplinary
proceedings. CM’s approval of a proposal to start disciplinary action
means approval of entire disciplinary proceeding process by the CM.
Once the proposal for initiating disciplinary action is approved by the
Chief Minister, this approval is deemed to extend to all components, and
a separate, independent approval of the charge-sheet was not required.
In the decision, the Court affirms that the CM’s powers at the initiation
stage are broadly delegable, and CM approval need not be fragmented or
personally executed at multiple stages.

54. Further, earlier when consulted in the case of disciplinary
action against Shri. M Sivasankar IAS, the Advocate General has opined
that a personal hearing is not mandatory before appointing an Inquiry
Authority under Rule 8(2) of the AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969, since Rule
8(6) permits the Disciplinary Authority to proceed with an inquiry if the
written statement of defence is unsatisfactory.

55. As per D.P. & A.R. letter No. 11018/7/78—A[S(III), dated
16-8-1978, The statement of defence under rule 8(5) ibid is expected to
be limited simply to admitting or denying the charges communicated to
the officer, and for such admission or denial inspection of documents is
not necessary. Therefore, a request for inspection of documents at this
stage made by the delinquent officer may not be accepted and it may be
explained to the officer that he would get full opportunity to inspect the

listed documents during the course of inquiry as per rule 8(12) ibid.
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Hence the rules do not provide for any oral hearing or personal hearing
or inspection of documents at this stage.

56. The officer has objected to the arrangement by which an
Additional Secretary is designated to conduct the personal hearing. It
may be noted that the role of such officer is only to facilitate the receipt
and recording of oral submissions and not an inquiry as envisaged in the
Rules. The final decision will be taken solely by the Disciplinary
Authority. As there is no delegation of decision-making power, the
arrangement is valid and does not offend the principles of natural
justice.

57. The argument that the authority who hears must decide has
been examined. This requirement is satisfied because the authorised
officer was entrusted only to conduct the procedural hearing, as
demanded by the Officer, for the purpose of recording submissions,
while the application of mind, evaluation of the record, and the final
decision will be made exclusively by the Disciplinary Authority. Under
Rule 8 of the AIS (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, the Disciplinary
Authority is required to consider the oral and written submissions before
passing a final order. The Rule does not mandate that such oral
submissions must be personally recorded by the Authority. There is,
therefore, no violation of the rule of natural justice.

58. The contention that the Chief Secretary acted with bias while
issuing the charge memorandum has been examined. The decision to
initiate disciplinary proceedings rests solely with the Disciplinary
Authority and the charges were approved by the Disciplinary Authority.
The charge memorandum was issued by the Chief Secretary in his
capacity to authenticate and communicate such documents and not as
the authority deciding the matter. Hence, the allegation of bias at the

stage of issuing the charge memorandum cannot be accepted.
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59. After considering the representation, the defence submissions,
and the materials relied upon, it is found that no grounds have been
established to justify withdrawal of the charge memorandum dated
22.10.2025. The charges require examination in proceedings under Rule
8 of the AIS (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969.

60. For the reasons already recorded, the request for personal
hearing by the Disciplinary Authority himself need not be accepted.

61. In the written statement of defence, the officer has denied the
charges, except that he made the facebook post and replied to the
comments made on it. The detailed examination of the WSD is done @
Notefﬂanf.

62. Now, action has to be pursued under Rule 8(6). If the WSD is
not accepted by the DA, the DA may appoint an IA into the charges not
admitted by the MoS. Rule 8(6) of the AIS(D&A) Rules reads thus:

8(6) (a) On receipt of the written statement of defence the disciplinary
authority may appoint, under sub-rule (2), an inquiring authority for the
purpose of inquiring into such of the articles of charge as are not
admitted and where all the articles of charge have been admitted by the
member of the Service in his written statement of defence, the
disciplinary authority shall record its finding on each charge and shall
act in the manner laid down in rule 9.

(b) If no written statement of defence is submitted by the member of the
Service, the disciplinary authority may, if it considers it necessary to do
so, appoint under sub-rule (2), an inquiring authority for the purpose.
(c) Where the disciplinary authority appoints an inquiring authority for
holding an inquiry into such charge it may by an order, appoint a
Government servant or a legal practitioner, to be known as the
“Presenting Officer” to present on its behalf the case in support of the

articles of charge.
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63. File may be circulated to Hon.CM for orders whether Inquiry

Authority and Presenting Officer may be appointed u/r 8(6). If accepted,
" + \ a list of officers who can be appointed as 1A and PO is placed at flg(X).
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68.  Shri. Prasanth N IAS, while under suspension made a
facebook post dated 10.07.2025 regarding the conduct of KEAM
examination. On prima facie examination, it is seen that the post
contain adverse remarks and criticism against Government and

Government policies.

69. As per the orders of the Competent Authority the

following charges were framed against the officer.

Articles of Charge - 1

That you Shri. Prasanth N IAS (KL 2007), while under
suspension, made a facebook post on 10.07.2025 regarding the
conduct of Kerala Engineering Architecture Medical entrance
examination (KEAM) crticising Government policies.
Articles of Charge - I1

That you, in the reply to the comments of the facebook
post dated 10.07.2025 made further adverse remarks, directly and
indirectly, against the Government.
Articles of Charge - 111

That, such statements and remarks from you against a
Government action, caused to create unwanted criticism of
Government in media, sending a wrong message to public that the
State Government have taken a wrong decision in the matter.
Articles of Charge - IV

That, your statements are prima facie found to be
unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of Indian

Administrative Service.
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70. The Government after examining the written statement
of defence received from the officer appointed Shri. Minhaj Alam
IAS and Inquiring Authority and Smt. Sharmila Mary Joseph 1AS

as Presenting Officer for conducting inquiry into the charges.

71. Now the Inquiring Authority has furnished inquiry report
in the matter. In the inquiry report, the 1A has stated that all the

charges stand proved.

72. As per Rule 9 of AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969, the following

actions can be taken on receipt of inquiry report.

Action on the inquiry report.— 9(1) The disciplinary authority
may, for reasons to be recorded by it in writing, remit the case to
inquiring authority for further inquiry and report, and the
inquiring authority shall thereupon proceed to hold the further
inquiry according to the provisions of rule 8 as far as may be.

9(2) The disciplinary authority shall forward or cause to be
forwarded a copy of the report of the inquiry, if any, held by the
disciplinary authority or where the disciplinary authority is not the
inquiring authority, a copy of the report of the inquiring authority
together with its own tentative reasons for disagreement, if any
with the findings of inquiry authority on any article of charge to
the Member of the Service who shall be required to submit, if he so
desires, his written representation of submission to the disciplinary
authority within fifteen days, irrespective of whether the report is
favourable or not to the Member of the Service.

73. As per 9(2) of AIS (D&A) Rules, 1969 the disciplinary
authority shall forward or cause to be forwarded a copy of the
report of the inquiry, along with its own tentative reasons for
disagreement if any, to the Member of the Service who shall be
required to submit, if he so desires, his written representation of

submission to the disciplinary authority within fifteen days.
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74. Hence, file may be submitted to Hon'ble CM for orders
whether a copy of the Inquiry report may be caused to forward to
Shri. Prasanth N IAS for furnishing his written representation of
submission within fifteen days.
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In this regard it may be kindly noted that the onus of proof rests on the officer.
Hence, it is for the MoS, and not the DA, to produce evidence in support of his case.
Therefore, the officer may be informed that the documents mentioned as (1), (2), 2
and 3 are not available in the file. He may also be informed that, if he has any doubt
or concern regarding the facts/documents referred to in the AOC and SOI, he may
state the same in his Written Statement of Defence. Further, as requested by the
officer, the time limit for submitting the WSD may be extended by the DA for a
period of 30 days from the expiry of the last datc;\ for submitting the WSD, i.e., from
Mﬁ, by recording reasons in writing) under Aule 26 )(4) of o AzS B xh)Autes.

File may be submitted for kind perusal and orders.



Abstract
IAS — All India Services(Discipline and Appeal) Rules 1969 — Disciplinary action
agamst Dr. B Ashok TAS (KL 1998) - Dropped - Orders issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (SPECIAL A) DEPARTMENT
G.O. (Rt) No. 2170 /2016/GAD Dated. Thiruvananthapuram, 31/03/2016.

Read: 1. G.O(Rt) N0.9271/2012/GAD dated 08.11.2012.
2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations dated 13.05.2013 served to
Dr. B Ashok [AS.
. G.O(Rt) No.6862/2014/GAD dated 27.08.2014.
. Show Cause Notice dated 27.04.2015 served to Dr. B Ashok [AS.
. Representations dated 22.01.2016 and 03.03.2016 received from Dr. B Ashok
IAS.

B Lo

o

ORDER

Dr. B Ashok TAS(KL 1998) while working as Vice Chancellor, Kerala Veterinary
and Animal Sciences University sent a report 1o the Chancellor, Kerala Veterinary and
Animal Sciences University, raising allegations against Shri. K Jayakumar 1AS, the then
Chief Secretary and former Vice Chancellor of Kerala Veterinary and Anmimal Science
University. He made false statements and distorted facts pertaining to his predecessor in
officer in the report and thereby failed to maintain absolute integrity expected from a
Member of Service. Disciplinary action was initiated against Dr. B Ashok TAS(KL 199%)
in the matter.

2. Dr. B Ashok IAS, vide representations read as 5" paper above, has informed
that the pendency of disciplinary proceedings will delay his promotion and career
prospects and requested to withdraw disciplinary proceedings enabling his promotion to
Secretary grade.

3. Government, after examining the matter in detail have decided to take a lenient
view in the matter, and are pleased to drop the disciplinary action initiated against
Dr. B Ashok IAS by fully exonerating him from the charges levelled against him.

(By Order of the Governor)

P K Mohanty,
Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Dr. B Ashok IAS, Special Secretary, General Administration(Sainik Welfare)
Department.
The Principal Accountant General (Audit)/ (A & E) ,Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.
The Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions, Department of Personnel & Training.
The General Administration (SC/Accounts J) Departments.



qu
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The Web and New Media Division |, [& PRD (for uploading in www.gadsplais.kerala.gov.in)

Copy to.- The Principal Secretary to Chief Minister
The Private Secretary to Chief Minister
The Additional Secretary to Chief Secretary.
The PA 10 Additional Secretary, General Administration(Spl. A&C)Dept.
SF/OC. ‘
Forwarded/By order,

(o=t

Section Officer.



SRS
GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract
IAS — All India Services(Discipline and Appeal) Rules 1969 - Disciplinary action
aganst Dr. B Ashok IAS (KL 1998) - Dropped - Orders issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (SPECIAL A) DEPARTMENT
G.O. (Rt) No. 2171/2016/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 31/03/2016.

Read: 1.Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations dated 15.06.2013 served to
Dr. B Ashok 1AS.
2.G.O(R1) No.7120/2014/GAD dated 05.09.2014.
3. Show Cause Notice dated 22.12.2014 served to Dr. B Ashok [AS.
4. Representations dated 22.01.2016 and 03.03.2016 received from Dr. B Ashok
IAS.

ORDER

Dr. B Ashok TAS (KL 1998), while working as Vice Chancellor, Kerala
Veterinary and Animal Sciences University had secured sanction from Hon'ble Governor
and Chancellor of Kerala Veterinary and Animal Sciences University for publishing
literary works. Later it came to the notice of the Government that Dr. B Ashok IAS
published an article in a leading Malayalam news paper making insidious remarks against
political parties and political leaders and have subjected various present and past leaders
of political parties and heads of Government to ridicule. Disciplinary action was initiated
against Dr. B Ashok IAS(KL 1998) in the matter.

2. Dr. B Ashok IAS, vide representations read as 4™ paper above, has informed
that the pendency of disciplinary proceedings will delay his promotion and career
prospects and requested to withdraw disciplinary proceedings enabling his promotion to
Secretary grade.

3. Government, after examining the matter in detail have decided 10 take a lenient
view in the matter, and are pleased to drop the disciplinary action initiated against
Dr. B Ashok IAS by fully exonerating him from the charges levelled against him.

(By Order of the Governor)

P K Mohanty,
Chief Secretary to Government,

To

Dr. B Ashok IAS, Special Secretary, General Administration(Sainik Welfare)
Department.

The Principal Accountant General (Audit)! (A & E) ,Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

The Secretary to Government of India. Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions, Department of Personne] & Training.

The General Administration (SC/Accounts J) Departments.

The Web and New Media Division |, 1& PRD (for uploading in www.gadsplais kerala.gov.in)



Copy ro:- The Principal Secretary to Chief Minister
The Private Secretary to Chief Minister
The Additional Secretary to Chief Secretary.

The PA to Additional Secretary, General Administration(Spl. A&C)Dept.
SF/OC.

Forwarded/By order,

G

Section Officer.



IAS-All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules 1969 — Disciplinary Action
against Dr.B. Ashok IAS (KL 1998) - Finalised — Orders Issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AIS A) DEPARTMENT
G.0.(Rt) No.2901/2019/GAD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 23/05/2019

Read:1. Article published by Dr.B.Ashok IAS in Malayala Manorama daily
dated 21.08.2017.
2. Articles of Charges and Statement of Imputations dated 13.03.2018.
3. Written Statement of Defence dated 19.04.2018 from Dr.B.Ashok IAS.
4. G.O(Rt)N0.4220/2018/GAD dated 26.06.2018.
5. Inquiry Report No.08/ACS(H&V)/2018 dated 05.09.2018.

Government noticed that Dr.B.Ashok IAS, while working as Secretary, Sports
and Youth Affairs Department, published an article titled ‘Mukhadavi] Uyarthunna
Chodyangal * in Malayala Manorama daily dated 21.08.2017, read 1* paper above,
critical of Government and Government policies countering the opinions expressed

Medical Colleges. It is emphasized in the article that the entire action taken by the
Government in the matter was ineffective.

2. Government, finding his explanations inadequate, decided to initiate
disciplinary action against him and accordingly Articles of Charges was served on
the officer as per the 2™ paper read above.

read 5" paper above, the Inquiring Authority has furnished detailed inquiry report in
this matter.



5. In the Inquiry, it was revealed that Dr.B.Ashok IAS wrote the article as a
clear explanation of his personal views on the statement made by the Minister
(Health and Social Justice) in the same daily. It was revealed that the officer has
violated Rule 7(1) of AIS (conduct) Rules, 1968 by his action of expressing his
personal views through a print media. However, the report recommended no action
against the officer as the violation is not wilful or malafide.

6. Government have examined the matter in detail. The article in question
violates the provisions contained in the All India Services (conduct) Rules, 1968.
The publication, however, is not opposed to any specific Government policy.
Considering the fact that he is being a relatively junior officer who has many years of
service left and also has a good track record, Government have decided to take a
lenient view in this matter and the disciplinary action initiated against Dr.B.Ashok
IAS is hereby finalized by issuing a non recordable warning, to be careful in

expressing personal views in writing, in future.

(By Order of the Governor)
Tom Jose,

Chief Secretary to Government.

To

Dr.B.Ashok IAS, Secretary to Government (Power) Department

The Secretary, Union Public Service Commission, Dholpur House, New Delhi.
The General Administration (SC) Department

The Web and New Media, I & PRD

Stock File/Office Copy.

Forwar y order,

e

ction Officer.

'S

Copy to: The Chief Principal Secretary 10 the Chief Minister
The Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.

The Special Secretary to Chief Secretary
PA to the Additional Secretary, General Administration (AIS A& C) Depts
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
No.AIS.A1/374/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram

Dated: .02.2026

From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To

Dr. B Ashok IAS,
Agricultural Production Commissioner &

Principal Secretary,

Agriculture Department, Government Secretariat,

Thiruvananthapuram.

Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Dr. B Ashok IAS under
Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969
— Reg.

Ref:- Your articled titled “®g a10la0@ &80 mloaoe” published in Malayala

(”“,x-\‘ Manorama daily dated 23.10.2025

I am directed to invite your attention to the letter referred. It is hereby
informed that the Government of Kerala proposes to initiate disciplinary action
against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,

1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of charges
(Annexure-I). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -II). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-III and Annexure-IV, respectively.



3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence to bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.
7. The receipt of this communication may be acknowledged by you.

Yours faithfully,

. A



Annexure |

Articles of Charges against Dr. B Ashok IAS (KL 1998),

Articles of Charge - |

That you, Dr. B Ashok IAS (KL 1998), without obtaining previous sanction
of the Government contributed an article to be published in Malayala Manorama
daily and the same was published in your name in the daily dated 23.10.2025
under the title “@g a10lajo@ a0 Minays”. That the article published has no
connection with the discharge of your duties as the Agricultural Production
Commissioner or the Principal Secretary to Government, Agriculture Department.
That, for contributing the articles and for publishing the same, you have not

obtained previous sanction of the Government.

Articles of Charge - I1

That, you caused to publish an article in your name under title
8 aI0l2)dm dhso Moo in Malayala Manorama daily dated 23rd October, 2025,
containing statements which has an effect of adverse criticism of the current and
recent policies of the Government of Kerala in matters relating to the Department
of Agriculture of which you are serving as the Principal Secretary. The statements
contained in the publication, gives an impression that the entire work and
programmes of the department is in disarray and the said statements could amount

an adverse criticism of the action and policies of the Government.

Articles of Charge - I11

That, you have committed similar acts, violated the rules resulting in
initiation of disciplinary proceedings thrice earlier and on one occasion the
disciplinary proceedings were finalized by issuing a non-recordable warning to be

careful in expressing the personal views in writing in future. The said disciplinary



action was finalized by G.O.(Rt) No. 2901/2019/GAD dated 23.05.2019. Similar
proceedings were initiated against you for the same or similar acts of misconduct
and was finally dropped or closed by Government orders G.O.(Rt) No.
2170/2016/GAD dated 31.03.2016 and G.O.(Rt) No. 2171/2016/GAD dated
31.03.2016, taking a lenient view. That your conduct in repeating the same
violations despite the warnings issued to you shows your disregard for the Rules
of conduct to be maintained by a Member of Service. Therefore, your act of
publishing the articles without previous sanction making adverse criticism against
the Government is unbecoming of a member of the service.

Your above acts are prima facie found to be in violation of Rules 3(1),
3(1A)(1), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 6 andl7/(i) of the All India ServiceS
(Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

Your are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this,
a written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard
in person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of
charge(s) as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny
each article of charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit your
written statement of defence on or before the date specified above, or do not
appear in person before the Inquiry Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply
with the provisions of Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal)
Rules, 1969, or the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the

Inquiring Authority may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.
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t> Dr. B Ashok IAS,
Agricultural Production Commissioner &
Principal Secretary,
Agriculture Department,
Government Secretariat,
Thiruvananthapuram.

-9 ve -Vetuh% OWW /



\7

Annexure I

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in support of

Articles of Charge framed against Dr. B Ashok IAS (KL 1998),

") 4

1. The Article captioned as g a101aj0@ &hgo Moo in Malayala
Manorama Online on 23 October 2025 in the name of Dr B Ashok was published
without obtaining previous sanction from Government as contemplated in Rule 6
of the All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968. The said Article was contributed
and caused to be published not in any way connected with the bonafide discharge
of his duties or otherwise. The officer did not make any application for previous
sanction for contribution or publication of the said article, and a perusal of the
records of the Government also do not disclose that the officer got permission as

required.

2. The Article published in the name of Dr. B Ashok contains the
following statements; “that between 2016 and 2025, the ten State budgets together
cut the Agriculture Department allocation by Rs.1125 Crore; at present around Rs
490 Crore is due to farmers and contractors from the Government; the Central
assistance, which had been to the tune of Rs 250 Crore a decade ago, has fallen to
98 Crore aue to delays in the State’s matching share; in Agricultural IJniversity, an
amount of Rs 226 Crore are in arrears towards retirement benefits; KIIFB which
made an investment of more than 40000 crore in the State had set-apart only 22
Crore to the Agriculture sector; In agricultural sector, Kerala is spending only 1/5"
of the amount set apart by other South Indian States in the sector; a report to
improve paddy procurement remains unimplementgd; plan fund for agriculture
department was reduced by 50% during 2024-25; unless substantial funds are
made available, the arrears due to the farmers, contractors, workers and employees

will continue as Rs 500 Crore during 2026 also; the Farmers Welfare Board is



under consideration&f the Finance Department for the last three years, and the
object was to amend‘2019 legislation; if Ten lakh farmers join, the scheme would
require 300 crore per year for management, whereas the total outlay for the
agriculture department per year is only 700 crore; the liability under the
“employment for one lakh persons” scheme is 40 crore and cannot proceed
without Government grant; it is not known how the Government is going to
honour the commitments incurred without taking into account the financial
position.” The article further describes the functioning of the Department as

suffering from ‘administrative instability” due to ‘frequent transfers’ and alleged

‘policy paralysis’ and ‘political infuence’.

3. The article thus contains statements accusing the Government and its
machinery in respect of the working of the agriculture department. The said
statements in its entirety have the effect of adverse criticism of the policies or
actions of the Government, in contravention of Rule 6¢% and Rule 7(3) of the All

India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

-_—

4. That during 2012-13 disciplinary proceedings were initiated against
Dr B Ashok on the ground that he failed to maintain integrity expected from a
member of the service. Such proceedings were dropped taking a lenient view by
GO(Rt) No. 2170/2016 dated 31.03.2016 and GO(Rt) No. 2171/2016 dated
31.03.2016. Further, disciplinary action was again initiated against Dr. B. Ashok in
connection with publishing of an article in the Malayalam Manorama Daily dated
21.08.2017 and in the inquiry proceedings it was revealed that the officer has
violated Rule 7(1) of the Conduct Rules. Here again, taking a lenient view, the
disciplinary action was finalised by issuing a non-recordable warning cautioning
the officer to be careful in expressing his personal views in writing, in future, vide

G.O(Rt) N0.2901/2019/GAD dated 23.05.2019. Despite these clear directions, Dr.



)\AA’. ' @'?W;/ . .
B. Ashok kave agatg repeated the same conduct}\ showing disregard to the rules of [

discipline expected from a member of the Service. This repeated and wilful
behaviour amounts to misconduct under Rule 3 of the All India Services (Conduct)
Rules, 1968, as it reflects failure to maintain absolute integrity, devotion to duty

and conduct unbecoming of a member of the Service.

5. The aforesaid article by Dr. B. Ashok contains the statement: “If the
Government wakes up and acts even now, the farmers can be saved.” This
statement conveys that the Government has failed the farmers, implying apathy
and inefficiency in Government functioning. The statement was made while the
officer held the administrative responsibility to implement farmer-welfare
measures. Instead of pursuing remedies through official channels, the officer chose
public criticism.

nieg
6. His aforesaid actionsi derogatory in nature and prima facie found to
A

be unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of IAS and amounts to violation of
3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 6 and 7(i) of the AIS (Conduct)
Rules, 1968.

7. Hence, the charges.

”2/7/L



Annexure II1

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against Dr. B
Ashok IAS (KL 1998),

n. 1. Copy of article dated titled “ 38 al0lao@d &80 mlowwe” published in
Malayala Manorama daily dated 23.10.2025.
pel 2. G.O.(Rt) No. 2170/2016/GAD dated 31.03.2016.
{ 3. G.O.(Rt) No. 2171/2016/GAD dated 31.03.2016.
v 4. %G.O(Rt) No. 2901/2019/GAD dated 23.05.2019.
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Annexure IV

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against Dr. B

Ashok IAS (KL 1998),

1. Shri. Subhash T V IAS, Director, Information and Public Relations

Department.



No.AIS.A1/374/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
Thiruvananthapuram
Dated: 13.02.2026

From

The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Dr. B Ashok IAS,
Agricultural Production Commissioner &
Principal Secretary,
Agriculture Department, Government Secretariat,
Thiruvananthapuram.

Sir,

Sub:- AIS — Disciplinary action initiated against Dr. B Ashok IAS under
Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969
— Reg.

Ref:- Your articled titled “@8 a10lajo@d &80 Mloaoe” published in Malayala
Manorama daily dated 23.10.2025

[ am directed to invite your attention to the letter referred. It is hereby
informed that the Government of Kerala proposes to initiate disciplinary action
against you under Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,

1969, for violation of conduct rules.

2. The substance of imputation of misconduct in respect of which the inquiry
is proposed to be held is set out in the enclosed statement of articles of charges
(Annexure-I). A statement of imputations in support of articles of charge is also
enclosed (Annexure -II). A list of documents by which, and a list of witnesses by
whom, the articles of charge is proposed to be substantiated are also enclosed as

Annexure-IIT and Annexure-1V, respectively.



3. You are required to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of this, a
written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be heard in

person.

4. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of charge(s)
as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny each article of

charge.

5. You are further informed that if you do not submit your written statement
of defence on or before the date specified in para 3 above, or do not appear in
person before the Inquiring Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to comply with the
provisions of Rule 8 of All India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969, or
the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said rule, the Inquiring Authority

may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

6. Your attention is invited to Rule 18 of All India Services (Conduct) Rules,
1968 under which “No Member of the Service shall bring or attempt to bring any
political or outside influence to bear upon any superior authority to further his
interests in respect of matters pertaining to his service under the Government”. If
any representation is received on your behalf from another person in respect of any
matter dealt with in these proceedings, it will be presumed that you are aware of
such a representation and that it has been at your instance and action will be taken

against you for violation of Rule 18 of the said rules of 1968.
7. The receipt of this communication may be acknowledged by you.

Yours faithfully,
'

Additional Secretary,
For Chief Secretary to Government.
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Annexure |

Articles of Charges against Dr. B Ashok IAS (KL 1998),

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Dr. B Ashok IAS (KL 1998), without obtaining previous
sanction of the Government contributed an article to be published in Malayala
Manorama daily and the same was published in your name in the daily dated
23.10.2025 under the title “ @8 a10120@3 &80 Mloao”. That the article published
has no connection with the discharge of your duties as the Agricultural
Production Commissioner or the Principal Secretary to Government, Agriculture
Department. That, for contributing the articles and for publishing the same, you

have not obtained previous sanction of the Government.

Articles of Charge - I1

That, you caused to publish an article in your name under title
&8 a1012)0@ @@o Wlowo in Malayala Manorama daily dated 23rd October, 2025,
containing statements which has an effect of adverse criticism of the current and
recent policies of the Government of Kerala in matters relating to the
Department of Agriculture of which you are serving as the Principal Secretary.
The statements contained in the publication, gives an impression that the entire
work and programmes of the department is in disarray and the said statements

could amount an adverse criticism of the action and policies of the Government.

Articles of Charge - 111

That, you have committed similar acts, violated the rules resulting in
initiation of disciplinary proceedings thrice earlier and on one occasion the
disciplinary proceedings were finalized by issuing a non-recordable warning to
be careful in expressing the personal views in writing in future. The said
disciplinary action was finalized by G.O.(Rt) No. 2901/2019/GAD dated

23.05.2019. Similar proceedings were initiated against you for the same or



similar acts of misconduct and was finally dropped or closed by Government
orders G.O.(Rt) No. 2170/2016/GAD dated 31.03.2016 and G.O.(Rt) No.
2171/2016/GAD dated 31.03.2016, taking a lenient view. That your conduct in
repeating the same violations despite the warnings issued to you shows your
disregard for the Rules of conduct to be maintained by a Member of Service.
Therefore, your act of publishing the articles without previous sanction making
adverse criticism against the Government is unbecoming of a member of the
service.

Your above acts are prima facie found to be in violation of Rules 3(1),
3(1A)(1), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 6 and 7(i) of the All India Services
(Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants disciplinary action against you.

Your are directed to submit within 30 (thirty) days of the receipt of
this, a written statement of your defence and also state whether you desire to be
heard in person. You are informed that an inquiry will be held only in respect of
charge(s) as are not admitted. You should, therefore, specifically admit or deny
each article of charge. You are further informed that if you do not submit your
written statement of defence on or before the date specified above, or do not
appear in person before the Inquiry Authority or otherwise fail or refuse to
comply with the provisions of Rule 8 of the All India Services (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules, 1969, or the orders/directions issued in pursuance of the said

rule, the Inquiring Authority may hold the inquiry against you ex-parte.

This has the approval of the Disciplinary Authority.

Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.

(1) Dr. B Ashok IAS,
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Agricultural Production Commissioner &
Principal Secretary,
Agriculture Department,
Government Secretariat,
Thiruvananthapuram.

(2) ve.vetuny@gmail.com
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Annexure 11

Statement of Imputations of misconduct or misbehaviour in support of

Articles of Charge framed against Dr. B Ashok IAS (KL 1998),

]

1. The Article captioned as " @8 a10l50@3 &80 Mloayo" in Malayala
Manorama Online on 23 October 2025 in the name of Dr B Ashok was
published without obtaining previous sanction from Government as
contemplated in Rule 6 of the All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968. The
said Article was contributed and caused to be published not in any way
connected with the bonafide discharge of his duties or otherwise. The officer did
not make any application for previous sanction for contribution or publication of

the said article, and a perusal of the records of the Government also do not

disclose that the officer got permission as required.

2. The Article published in the name of Dr. B Ashok contains the
following statements; “that between 2016 and 2025, the ten State budgets
together cut the Agriculture Department allocation by Rs.1125 Crore; at present
around Rs 490 Crore is due to farmers and contractors from the Government; the
Central assistance which had been to the tune of Rs 250 Crore a decade ago, has
fallen to 98 Crore due to delays in the State’s matching share; in Agricultural
University, an amount of Rs 226 Crore are in arrears towards retirement benefits;
KIIFB which made an investment of more than 40000 crore in the State had set-
apart only 22 Crore to the Agriculture sector; In agricultural sector, Kerala is
spending only 1/5" of the amount set apart by other South Indian States in the
sector; a report to improve paddy procurement remains unimplemented; plan
fund for agriculture department was reduced by 50% during 2024-25; unless
substantial funds are made available, the arrears due to the farmers, contractors,
workers and employees will continue as Rs 500 Crore during 2026 also; the
Farmers Welfare Board is under consideration of the Finance Department for the
last three years, and the object was to amend the 2019 legislation; if Ten lakh

farmers join, the scheme would require 300 crore per year for management,



whereas the total outlay for the agriculture department per year is only 700
crore; the liability under the “employment for one lakh persons” scheme is 40
crore and cannot proceed without Government grant; it is not known how the
Government is going to honour the commitments incurred without taking into
account the financial position.” The article further describes the functioning of
the Department as suffering from ‘administrative instability’ due to ‘frequent

transfers’ and alleged ‘policy paralysis” and ‘political infuence’.

3. The article thus contains statements accusing the Government and
its machinery in respect of the working of the agriculture department. The said
statements in its entirety have the effect of adverse criticism of the policies or
actions of the Government, in contravention of Rule 6 and Rule 7(i) of the All

India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

4. That during 2012-13 disciplinary proceedings were initiated against
Dr B Ashok on the ground that he failed to maintain integrity expected from a
member of the service. Such proceedings were dropped taking a lenient view by
GO(Rt) No. 2170/2016 dated 31.03.2016 and GO(Rt) No. 2171/2016 dated
31.03.2016. Further, disciplinary action was again initiated against Dr. B. Ashok
in connection with publishing of an article in the Malayalam Manorama Daily
dated 21.08.2017 and in the inquiry proceedings it was revealed that the officer
has violated Rule 7(1) of the Conduct Rules. Here again, taking a lenient view,
the disciplinary action was finalised by issuing a non-recordable warning
cautioning the officer to be careful in expressing his personal views in writing, in
future, vide G.O(Rt) N0.2901/2019/GAD dated 23.05.2019. Despite these clear
directions, Dr. B. Ashok has repeated the same conduct again, showing disregard
to the rules of discipline expected from a member of the Service. This repeated
and wilful behaviour amounts to misconduct under Rule 3 of the All India
Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968, as it reflects failure to maintain absolute

integrity, devotion to duty and conduct unbecoming of a member of the Service.
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5. The aforesaid article by Dr. B. Ashok contains the statement; “If
the Government wakes up and acts even now, the farmers can be saved.” This
statement conveys that the Government has failed the farmers, implying apathy
and inefficiency in Government functioning. The statement was made while the
officer held the administrative responsibility to implement farmer-welfare
measures. Instead of pursuing remedies through official channels, the officer

chose public criticism.

6. His aforesaid actions are derogatory in nature and prima facie found
to be unbecoming of an officer borne on the cadre of IAS and amounts to
violation of 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 6 and 7(i) of the AIS
(Conduct) Rules, 1968.

7. Hence, the charges.

I. A Jayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.
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Annexure II1

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed against Dr.
B Ashok IAS (KL 1998),

1. Copy of article dated titled “&g 101208 &80 Mlnays” published in
Malayala Manorama daily dated 23.10.2025.

2. G.O.(Rt) No. 2170/2016/GAD dated 31.03.2016.

3. G.O.(Rt) No. 2171/2016/GAD dated 31.03.2016.

4. G.O(Rt) No. 2901/2019/GAD dated 23.05.2019.

ayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.
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Annexure IV

List of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed against Dr. B
Ashok IAS (KL 1998),

1. Shri. Subhash T V IAS, Director, Information and Public Relations

Department.

ayathilak IAS,
Chief Secretary.
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INCIPAL SECRETARY & ﬁ:* Government Secretariat
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION COMMISSIONER

Dr. B. ASHOK IAS j”,'f’[f‘ b S‘ Agriculture Department
HOIRNE S J e

Thiruvananthapuram—695 001

No.19/PS/APC/Agri/2026. Dated: March 14" 2026

To

The Hon'ble Chief Secretary,
Government of Kerala,
Thiruvananthapuram.

Sir,

Sub: AIS - Disciplinary action initiated under Rule 8 of the All India
services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969 - reg.
Ref: No.AlS.A1!374/2025!GAD dated 13-2-2026.

With respect to the articles of charges and statement of imputations and annexure, |
am to request the following additional documents to furnish sufficient written statement of
defence as they are essential to refer to.

(1) Article by Shri T.Nandakumar, published in Malayala Manorama dated 13-10-2025

(to which my article was only @ reply).

(2) Editorial by Malayala Manorama on Issues in Agriculture dated 16-10-2025 as my
article annexed 10 the charges is also in reply and response to the above.
o Latest legal and statutory provisions specifying the functions, powers and duties of the

8=

Kerala Agricultural University and the Vice Chancellor, Kerala Agricultural University.
3. Norms established through the Act, Statutes or standing orders of Hon'ble Chancellor l
setting any conditions for publications by Vice Chancellors in public media.
4. Extract of minuteslproceedingslorders through which the disciplinary authority (State
Government) decided to initiate the present disciplinary action.

| may be provided additional time of 30 days 10 file the written statement of
defence from the date of receipt of the documents as requested.

Yours faithfujly.

Office - Room No. 406 IV Floor, Annexe-2 Secretariat, Phone-Office - 0471-2517371 peeT o o _—
E-mail 59(?’ar-?f"ibk‘:'fala.go=.'in : 171-232733¢
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dﬂﬁ"equgs(’ﬂ”dditoinal details regarding

Ashok Balasundaram < vc.vetuny@gmail.com >
Sat, 14 Mar 2026 1:17:23 PM +0530

To “chiefsecy"<chiefsecy@kerala.gov.in>

Sir,
Please find the attached letter for the kind necessary action.
Yours faithfully

Ashok

Dr. B. Ashok,IAS
9446366777.

1 Attachment(s)

Adobe Scan 14-Mar-2026.pdf
291.4 KB
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Speed Post, Registered with A/D

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
A\
No. AIS-A3/374/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
, Thiruvananthapuram.
E-mail: gad.aisa@kerala.gov.in
From
The Chief Secretary to Government.
To
Dr B Ashok IAS
D20, Krishna Preeti
Pillaveedu Nagar, Kesavadasapuram,
Thiruvananthapuram 695 004
Sir,

Sub : AIS — Publishing of Article — Reg
Ref: Your letter dated 14.03.2026

I am directed to invite  your attention to the reference cited and to inform
that, in the disciplinary gg’fien'?ﬁ‘e onus of proof rests on the officer. Hence it is
for the MoS and not the Disgjg‘linary Authority, to produce evidence in support
of the case. Therefore, it isﬁinformed that the documents mentioned as (1), (2),
2&3 in your letter are not available in the concerned file. It is also informed
that, if any doubt or concern regarding the facts/documents referred to in the

: ; Chang el e Ca
Article of Charge and Statement of Imputation, the IHicer shonld sta?éqt € same
in written statement for defence. *

The time limit for submitting the Written Statement of Defence is
extended for a period of 30 days from the date of peceiptef this letter.

/"
9.9,

%\m" Your’s faithfully,
e 7 4L .)"—
016 \ /

‘_%O/L,IJ ’ /_&@



Speed Post, Registered with A/D

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

No. AIS-A1/374/2025/GAD General Administration (AIS-A) Department
02.05.2026, Thiruvananthapuram.

E-mail: gad.aisa@kerala.gov.in
From

The Chief Secretary to Government.

To
Dr B Ashok IAS
D20, Krishna Preeti
Pillaveedu Nagar, Kesavadasapuram,
Thiruvananthapuram 695 004
Sir,

Sub : AIS — Publishing of Article — Reg
Ref : Your letter dated 14.03.2026

I am directed to invite your attention to the reference cited and to inform
that, in disciplinary proceedings the onus of proof rests on the officer. Hence it
is for the MoS and not the Disciplinary Authority, to produce evidence in
support of the case. It is further informed that the documents mentioned as (1),
(2), 2&3 in your letter are not available in the concerned file. It is also informed
that, if any doubt or concern regarding the facts/documents referred to in the
Article of Charge and Statement of Imputation, charged officer can state the
same in written statement for defence.

The time limit for submitting the Written Statement of Defence is
extended for a period of 30 days from the date of this letter.

Your’s faithfully,
= é\
v L

RAJESH G R
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY

For Chief Secretary to Government
=



No. AIS.A1/374/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

NOTE

Sub:- IAS — Article published by Dr. B Ashok IAS-
Reg.

Please see the note from PS to Hon’ble Chief Minister. The
PS to Hon’ble CM has furnished copies of articles and posts made
by certain AIS officers, obtained from Director, I&PRD. It has
been informed that many of the criticism made by the officers in
the articles and posts are in violation of relevant provisions of AIS
(Conduct) Rules, 1968. The orders of Hon’ble CM to examine the
posts, case-by-case, and to obtain explanation of the respective
officers and to take further action in this regard has also been

communicated.

2. As the articles are on different subjects, they are being
examined separately as instructed in the note. This file examines an
article titled “ @8 a1012)0@ @0 mloays” by Dr. B Ashok IAS, APC
& Principal Secretary (Agriculture) in Malayala Manorama daily
dated  23.10.2025. Prima  facie, the article titled
“ &8 al10la @ &so Moaye” made by the officer seems to contain
criticism against Government and Government policies. In the note
communicating the orders of the Disciplinary Authority, it is
mentioned that there is prima facie violation of AIS (Conduct)
Rules, 1968. On examination, the officer is seen to have violated
Rule 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(i), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 6 and 7(i) of
AIS (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

3. The Hon’ble CM has directed to obtain explanation from

the officer and to submit proposal on further action to be taken in



No. AIS.A1/374/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

the matter. As per AIS (D&A) Rules, 1968, it is not seen mandatory

to seek explanation from the officer at this stage.

4. In the circumstances, file may be submitted to Hon’ble
Chief Minister for orders whether disciplinary action may be
initiated against the officer in this regard. If ordered to, the
following charges are may kindly be approved and Articles of
Charges / Statement of Imputations/ List of documents / List of
witnesses may be caused to be drawn up and delivered to Dr. B
Ashok TAS, by Chief Secretary in accordance with Rule 8 (4) and
8(5)(a) of All India Services (Discipline & Appeal Rule 1969 .

Articles of Charge - 1

That you, Dr. B Ashok IAS (KL 1998), without
obtaining previous sanction of the Government contributed an
article to be published in Malayala Manorama daily and the same
was published in your name in the daily dated 23.10.2025 under
the title “@g 21012003 @go Mloaye”. That the article published has no
connection with the discharge of your duties as the Agricultural
Production Commissioner or the Principal Secretary to
Government, Agriculture Department. That, for contributing the
articles and for publishing the same, you have not obtained
previous sanction of the Government.

Articles of Charge - I1

That, you caused to publish an article in your name under
title @@ a10lajomd ;@0 Mloae in Malayala Manorama daily dated
23" October, 2025, containing statements which has an effect of
adverse criticism of the current and recent policies of the

Government of Kerala in matters relating to the Department of
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Agriculture of which you are serving as the Principal Secretary.
The statements contained in the publication, gives an impression
that the entire work and programmes of the department is in
disarray and the said statements could amount an adverse criticism

of the action and policies of the Government.

Articles of Charge - III

That, you have committed similar acts, violated the rules
resulting in initiation of disciplinary proceedings thrice earlier and
on one occasion the disciplinary proceedings were finalized by
issuing a non-recordable warning to be careful in expressing the
personal views in writing in future. The said disciplinary action
was finalized by G.O.(Rt) No. 2901/2019/GAD dated 23.05.2019.
Similar proceedings were initiated against you for the same or
similar acts of misconduct and was finally dropped or closed by
Government orders G.O.(Rt) No. 2170/2016/GAD dated
31.03.2016 and G.O.(Rt) No. 2171/2016/GAD dated 31.03.2016,
taking a lenient view. That your conduct in repeating the same
violations despite the warnings issued to you shows your disregard
for the Rules of conduct to be maintained by a Member of Service.
Therefore, your act of publishing the articles without previous
sanction making adverse criticism against the Government is
unbecoming of a member of the service.

Your above acts are prima facie found to be in violation
of Rules 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 6 and7(i) of
the All India Service (Conduct) Rules 1968, which warrants

disciplinary action against you.



No. AIS.A1/374/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

List of documents by which the articles of charges framed
against Dr. B Ashok IAS (KL 1998),

ool 1. Copy of article dated titled “@g a10l2j0@3 &go Mloays”
published in Malayala Manorama daily dated 23.10.2025.
p oy 2. G.O.(Rt) No. 2170/2016/GAD dated 31.03.2016.
3. G.O.(Rt) No. 2171/2016/GAD dated 31.03.2016.
y 4. G.O(Rt) No. 2901/2019/GAD dated 23.05.2019.
List_of Witnesses by which the articles of charge framed

against Dr. B Ashok IAS (KL 1998),

1. Shri. Subhash T V IAS, Director, Information & Public

Relations Department.
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6. Vide orders drafts of eovering letter, AOC, SOI and

other documents put up for approval.
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No. AIS.A1/374/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

8. This file deals with the disciplinary action initiated
against Dr. B Ashok IAS in connection with publication of an
article titled “ @8 ~1012)0@ &so Mlowe” by the officer in Malayala
Manorama daily dated 23.10.2025. Prima facie, the article titled
“@8 al10lad@3 ;o Minayo” made by the officer seems to contain
criticism against Government and Government policies. In the note
communicating the orders of the Disciplinary Authority, it is
mentioned that there is prima facie violation of AIS (Conduct)
Rules, 1968. On examination, the officer is seen to have violated
Rule 3(1), 3(1A)(i), 3(1A)(ii), 3(2B)(iii), 3(2B)(x), 6 and 7(i) of
AIS (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

9. As per orders of the Disciplinary Authority, Atticles of
Charges dated 13.02.2026 was served on the officer on 16.02.2026
and the officer was directed to furnish written statement of defence

within 30 days.

10. Now the officer has submitted a rec]ﬁest seeking the

following additional documents for preparing wsd.

i Article by Shri T.Nandakumar, published in Malayala
Manorama dated 13-10-2025 (to which the officer’s article was

only a reply).

ii. Editorial by Malayala Manorama on issues in Agriculture
dated 16-10-2025 as his article annexed to the charges is also in

reply and response to the above.
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iii.  Latest legal and statutory provisions specifying the
functions, powers and duties of the Kerala Agricultural University

and the Vice Chancellor, Kerala Agricultural University.

iv.  Norms established through the Act, Statutes or standing
orders of Hon'ble Chancellor setting any conditions for

publications by Vice Chancellors in public media.

V. Extract of minutes/proceedings/orders through which the
disciplinary authority (State Government) decided to initiate the

present disciplinary action.

11. The officer has also requested to provide additional
time of 30 days to file the written statement of defence from the

date of receipt of the documents as requested.

12. It may be noted that AOC dated 13.02.2026 was
served on the officer and the officer was allowed 30 days time to
submit written statement of defense from the date of receipt of the
same. Now the officer has sought additional documents and
Rules/Statues related to the charges and also the extracts of
minutes/proceedings/orders regarding initiation of disciplinary

action.

13. It may be noted that the documents mentioned in Para
10 (i) to (iv) are not available in file. The documents mentioned at
10 (v) need not be provided to the Charged Officer as of AIS
(D&A) Rules. If the officer has any doubt or concern against the
facts/documents in AOC and SOI, he can mention it is written

statement of defence.
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14. As per Rule 8(5)(b) of AIS (D&A) Rules,

(b) On receipt of the articles of charge the member of Service shall
be required to submit his written statement of defence, if he so
desires, and also state whether he desires to be heard in person,
within a period of thirty days, which may be further extended for a
period not exceeding thirty days by recording reasons in writing by
the disciplinary authority or any other authority authorised by the

disciplinary authority on his behalf:

Provided that under no circumstances, the extension of time for
filing written statement of defemeﬂmﬂ exceed ninety days from

the date of receipt of cn;qdes of charge

F«!;, . 5

The time limit for submitting wsd Cdh be?éﬁ;ﬁ'anﬁéﬂ for a period of
thirty days by recording reasons in writing. But in this case the
officer has sought additional time from the date of receipt of the

documents.

15. In this regard it may be kindly noted that the onus of
proof rests on the officer. Hence, it is for the MoS, and not the DA,
to produce evidence in support of his case. Therefore, the officer
may be informed that the documents mentioned as (1), (2), 2 and 3
are not available in the file. He may also be informed that, if he has
any doubt or concern regarding the facts/documents referred to in
the AOC and SOI, he may state the same in his Written Statement
of Defence. Further, as requested by the officer, the time limit for

submitting the WSD may be extended by the DA for a period of 30



lo

No. AIS.A1/374/2025/GAD GA(AIS.A)Dept.

days from the expiry of the last date for submitting the WSD, i.e.,
from 18.03.2026, by recording reasons in writing, under Rule 8 (5)
(b) of the AIS (D&A) Rules.

16. File may be submitted for kind perusal and orders.
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17.Kindly see the foregoing notes and orders at Para 16
NE. It has been ordered to extend the time limit for submitting the
WSD for a period of 30 days from the expiry of the last date of

WSD, ie from 18.03.2026. But the extended period haslexpired.beﬁoﬁh
Tre fite evos Aecelved Bocle 1 e seckon,

18.In the circumstances, for orders whether the officer

may be given another period of 30 days, from the date of reeeiptof
. }4 kah"“""' Me exxfesidr Peﬂm'ezc!.
Govt communication m:tb&aegaad for submitting the WSD.
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