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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members,
ellavarkkum ente namaskaram

1. I warmly welcome you all to the first
session of the Kerala Legislative Assembly for the
year 2016. This being the concluding session of
the successful completion of my Government’s
term, I take great privilege in presenting to you
the major achievements of my Government that
will continue to give positive reverberations in
the state for a long time to come.

2. Albert Einstein once said that, all that is
valuable in human society depends upon the
opportunity for development accorded to an
individual. Going by that saying, I am proud to
say that the last five years of my Government
has been a golden age of opportunities, an age
where dreams came true, an age that propelled
Kerala towards a fast trajectory of growth and
development, an age which has opened several
doors that is going to bring in more and more
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opportunities for a holistic development of the
people of Kerala. This in fact has been the vision
ef the Government from day one, when we
declared that “Development with care” will be the
Government’s motto, which has been guiding us
to achieve so many feats during our tenure.

3. It can be said with pride that my
Government has ensured the realization of some
of the major infrastructure projects of Kerala. First
among them would be the Rs. 5181 crore Kochi
Metro Rail Project from Aluva to Pettah, the first
phase of which will be over by June 2016. Test
run was successfully completed on 23 January
2016. This project will ensure an eco-friendly and
a public friendly transportation that is going to
serve 4.12 lakh people in 2017, 5.19 lakh people
in 2021 and 7.57 lakh people in 2031. Not
stopping with Kochi, my Government has also
signed an agreement with DMRC for the proposed
Light Metro Rail Projects at Kozhikode and
Thiruvananthapuram for an estimated amount of
Rs 6728 crore.

4. 70% work on runway and 55% of the
terminal building of Kannur International Airport
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has been completed. I have great pleasure to
inform this august house that the test landing
will take place this month. When it becomes
commercially operational in September 2016, it
will make a proud Kerala, the only State in the
country with four international airports.

5. Kochi Smart City, spread over 246 acres,
with the completion of 1.65 lakh square feet of
building work , is about to inaugurate its first
phase on February 20t , 2016. The Smart City is
going to generate job opportunities for around
5,500 knowledge - based professionals in its first
IT building - SCKO01. The investment for the first
phase is around Rs. 300 crore split between Smart
City Kochi’s waterfront I'T building SCKO1 and the
supporting infrastrucuture which comprises of 3.5
Kms of road, bridge, substation, etc. The second
phase comprising of 7 IT buildings with a built up
area of 47 lakh square feet and an international
school for 3400 students, will incur an investment
of Rs. 1900 crores entirely upon completion. The
second phase will create additional 90,000 direct
jobs and is set to transform the IT face of Kerala.
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6. The visionary approach of my
Government has led to the declaration of the first
ever start up policy in India namely the Kerala
Technology Start Up policy in 2015. This has
boosted a tremendous momentum in creating a
conducive atmosphere for our start ups to succeed.
So far, 405 start ups have been incubated in the
Start up village at Kochi. This has become such a
great role model that the entire country is
following " this success story. ‘'Young
Entrepreneurship Summit’ was held to assist the
youth with innovative industrial ventures to
become young entrepreneurs and the ‘We Mission’
meet was held for the first time in India for women
entrepreneurs. Angel Fund was formed to create
initial capital and Seed Fund to give additional
assistance to young entrepreneurs. Incubation
Centers were formed in colleges to realize the
business concepts of students. For encouraging
young entrepreneurs, Kerala State Entrepreneur
Development Mission was formed.

7. Adding to the list of firsts that my
Government has achieved, I am once again proud
to say that Kerala has become the first Digital
State in India. The state has achieved 100 per
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cent mobile density, 75 per cent e-literacy, highest
Aadhaar enrolment of 99%, highest digital
banking rate and high speed broadband
connection using fibre optic cable up to panchayat
level. “e-Governance” initiatives have been
implemented for establishing better service
delivery mechanisms, to improve its internal
working efficiency and bring to more trust in
Government functioning. With more than 2300
Akshaya centres in 978 Panchayats, Akshaya
centers are taking e-governance to the citizen’s
door step. E-District services are available across
14 districts spanning 1,700 Village and Taluk
Offices from 26th March 2013. Currently, 24
Certificate services mainly from Revenue
Department and 500 utility cum fee payment
services of Government of Kerala can be availed
online. Government of Kerala had also launched
the online Right to Information and Public
Grievance services. More than 1.8 crores
certificates have been issued which makes Kerala
the leading state in terms of transactions. E-Office
is replacing the existing manual handling of files
and documents with an efficient electronic system.
Around 27 Secretariat Departments have been
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covered including the Chief Minister’s office and
the Chief Secretary’s office. IT sector in Kerala
has grown to the extent of direct employment to
one lakh persons and income generation of Rs
15,000 crore from IT exports. It was just Rs 3000
crores worth IT exports when the UDF Government
came to power in 2011. With the commissioning
of phase 1 of SmartCity and CyberPark, IT exports
from Kerala would reach Rs 18,000 crore in 2016
and would provide two lakh direct employment.

8. My Government also saw the
development of a new software to smoothen
Government to Government co-ordination ,
namely ACTION that connects all the Department
Secretaries and the Chief Secretary online.
Sometimes projects hit roadblocks due to small
reasons. ACTION would keep top officials informed
about obstacles and challenges in a real time
manner.

9. Kerala used to be one of the largest
maritime hubs of international trade a few
hundred years back. The Vizhinjam International
Seaport Ltd will bring back Kerala into its rightful
position in international trade once again. Work
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has already begun on the country’s only
deep-sea multipurpose container transshipment
port. The Rs 7525 crore project will be completed
in 1000 days. On completion, the port, situated
10 nautical miles from international shipping
channel will be able to handle container ships of
18000 Twenty Foot Equivalent Unit which will save
billions of rupees in FOREX and also have a
cascading effect on the state’s economy. It will
not be an exaggeration to say that this port is
going to re-establish India’s strategic supremacy
in Indian Ocean.

10. Undoubtedly such a thrust given by my
Government in such development projects has
been instrumental in recording a very high growth
rate. Most of the time during the five year period,
Kerala has maintained an economic growth higher
than the National average. For instance, Kerala
registered a growth rate of 12.3% compared to
the national growth rate of 10.50%. in the year
2014-15 based on current price.

11. The commendable job done by my
Government is recognised not only by our beloved
people of Kerala but also by various National and
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International Fora. For example, the most popular
Jana Samparka Paripadi of the Chief Minister
received the UN Award for Public Service in 2013.
It was for the first time that a Chief Minister in
the country was selected for this prestigious
award. Chief Minister's Website received the Web
Ratna Award. Some of the other awards are the
IBN 7 Diamond State Award for performance in
the fields of education, health, environment and
poverty alleviation, India Today State of the States
Award in 2013 for achieving outstanding growth
in the fields of education, macro economics,
agriculture, consumer market and investment,
first prize of the Union Government in 2014-15
for its performance in decentralization of power
and empowerment of democracy and Ulysses
Prize, known as the Oscar in tourism sector for
the responsible tourism project implemented at
Kumarakom. The publicity event ‘Run Kerala Run’
a mass run for National Games witnessed the
participation of 1.52 crore people and earned a
place in the Limca Book of World Records. Kerala
has continuously received the Energy Award from
2012 instituted by the Ministry of Power. Kerala
has also received the India Power Award in 2014
and the award of the Ministry of Power in 2015
for implementing the most number of Projects.
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12. During my Government's tenure, 5.8 lakh
poverty-stricken families were given rice up to
35 kg at the rate of Rs 1 a kilo, and 14.4 lakh BPL
families were given wheat at the rate of Rs 2 a
kilo and up to 25 kilo rice at the rate of '‘Rupee 1
a kilo’. About 94 lakh people were benefitted . 60
lakh more people were included in the Rs 1 a kilo
rice scheme and a subsidy of Rs 2870 crores was
sanctioned for the supply of rice and wheat at
low rates. We also conducted special fairs for
arresting the undue rise in prices in the open
market during festival seasons like Onam,
Ramzan, Vishu, Christmas etc and also medicines
through 102 medical stores and 5 wholesale
depots. The Total sales turnover of Supplyco has
increased from Rs 2320 Crores during the year
2010-11 to Rs 3792 Crores during the year 2014-
15. My Government will implement National Food
Security Act, 2013 from April 1%t 2016. We propose
to open Supplyco outlets in all Grama Panchayaths
by Financial Year 2016-17.

13. Till January 31, 2016, my Government
has disbursed Rs 710 crore through the Chief
Minister’s Distress Relief Fund and Rs 6.27 crore
disbursed to people outside Kerala. In the three
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editions of Chief Minister’s Mass Contact
Programme, a total of 7.89 lakh petitions were
resolved, out of a total of 12.5 lakh. In 201 1, out
of the 5.45 lakh petitions, 2.97 lakh were resolved,
in 2013, out of the 3.21 lakh petitions, 3.20 lakh
were resolved and in 2015, out of the 3.83 lakh
petitions, 1.72 lakh were resolved. It is a matter
of pride for Kerala that CIAL has become the first
airport in the world to totally run on solar power.
Work on the new Rs 1000 crore international
terminal has begun. It has registered a record
increase in terms of passengers and cargo.

14, Not being complacent with 100 %
literacy rate my Government has a vision for
excellence in education. Various efforts of my
Government to realise that vision has created
many firsts in the education sector. For instance,
for the first time in the history of Kerala, 22 Arts
and Science colleges were started in the
Government sector. 320 courses were also
sanctioned in Government-aided colleges.Also the
first Indian Institute of Technology will come up
in an area of 400 acres at Kanjikode in Palakkad.
After 35 years, the number of Government Medical
Colleges in the State has risen from 5 to 9 and 6
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are on the anvil. Total number of MBBS seats has
risen from 900 to 1250. For the first time in the
country, a Medical College was started under the
Department of Scheduled Caste in palakkad in
2014-15. Of the total admissions, 70% is reserved
for Scheduled Caste students and 2% for students
belonging to scheduled tribes.

15. The school Education Sector in Kerala has
witnessed phenomenal changes both in the field
of academic as well as in the infrastructural
aspects during my Government. A number of
schools in the state has undergone major changes
in terms of the infrastructure facilities by providing
funds for the purpose from Sarva Siksha Abhiyan
(SSA) & Rashtriya Madhyamik Siksha Abhiyan
(RMSA) in addition to the plan fund. Text Books
from Std I to X have been revised after a long
gap of 10 years. 62 Government higher secondary
schools and 167 aided higher secondary schools
were sanctioned. Aided status has been given to
special schools that are having strength of more
than 100 students including Buds schools. In-
principle approval has been given for granting
aided status to special schools having strength of
more than 50 students. The new teachers’ package
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of my Government will beneﬁt 17,000 recognized
aided teachers serving in regular posts till March
31, 2015.

16.True to the commitment of my
Government to the welfare of the people of Kerala,
Seven revolutionary policy interventions have
been achieved in the social welfare sector namely
Kerala State policy for persons with disabilities,
Gender equality and women’s empowerment
policy under which a gender budgeting and
mainstreaming tool namely State Gender Action
Plan (SGAP) for FY 2016-2017 will be developed
that will ensure more efficient and coordinated
utilization of existing allocations for women's
e€mpowerment with a focus on gender equality .
The third revolutionary policy is the Transgender
policy under which a pilot action plan has been
prepared to establish an institutional system for
self-identification of Transgenders and for their
overall protection and dignity. A child policy was
declared in 2016 which will focus on four core
areas namely protection from abuse, exploitation,
and neglect, right to survival and basic needs,
development rights, and right to participation.
Apart from the above we have come up with a
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comprehensive old age policy, Nutrition policy and
an NGO policy that will enable meaningful
contribution from NGOs in this sector. Various
innovations have been done to improve service
delivery and better documentation and tracking.
For example, the Department has developed (a)
~ social audit manual, (b)’ balasuraksha’ - a protocol
for prevention of child abuse (c) standards of care
for shelter homes (d) Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) for Child Welfare Committees
for missing children among many others. Also the
Department has introduced JANANI and JATAK,
two independent software applications supported
by Geographic Information System (GIS) for
monitoring nutritional status of children, pregnant
women and lactating mothers in remote tribal
areas. An Early Childhood Care and Education
strategy with focus on thematic approach has been
introduced in the Anganwadis with a view to
developing five senses and cognitive skills of pre-
school children, fortification of nutrimix,
Community based nutrition rehabilitation
programme in Attappady with the support of
UNICEF are some of the other projects.
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17. My Government has rightly earned the
distinction of having provided the maximum
support for the needy and marginalised through
its welfare pensions both in quantum of the
pensions disbursed and number of beneficiaries
covered. In the last five years an amount of Rs
15,911 crore has already been disbursed under
pensions out of which Rs 14,400 crore has been
through pensions under the Department of Social
Justice and Rs 1511 crore through pensions under
the Department of Labour. My Government
provides a social security cover for 32 lakh
pensioners through its welfare pensions and
another 9.69 lakh beneficiaries are provided with
pensions, administered by the labour Department.
My Government had also introduced the pensions
for small and medium scale farmers in 2013. 3.45
lakh agricultural farmers have been covered and
Rs. 318 crore have already been disbursed.

18. Motorized Tri-Scooters were given to 5010
persons through the State Handicapped Persons’
Welfare Corporation and Local Self Governemnts.
Those endosulfan victims who are getting
disability pension from Local Self Governments
are given Rs. 1700 per month and Rs 2200 to
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those who are not getting pension. Other
endosulfan victims, suffering from health issues
are given monthly financial assistance of Rs 1200.
Students in families affected by endosulfan are
given Rs 2000, Rs 3000 and Rs 4000 as assistance
for studying up to Plus Two. A special fund has
also been sanctioned by Kasaragod District
Collector for the treatment of these students. Rs
51.30 crore has been sanctioned to the District
Collector for giving compensation of up to Rs 5
lakhs to victims of endosulfan. Committed to
Strong Social Welfare Measures during my
Government 2546 persons were given treatment
and 1922 persons follow-up treatment under the
free cancer treatment scheme for children up to
18 years. Project ‘Thalolam’, providing free
treatment to seriously ill children of up to 18 years
was implemented in 15 hospitals. Persons
assisting bedridden patients round-the-clock are
being provided monthly financial assistance
through the project - Aswasa Kiranam. There are
63,544 beneficiaries in this category. It was just
680 persons when this Government assumed
office. The aim is to prowde assistance to 90,000
beneficiaries in the current financial year. Free
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cancer treatment through the “Sukritham” project
is now available at Regional Cancer Centre
Thiruvananthapuram, Malabar Cancer Centre,
Medical Colleges at Thiruvananthapuram,
Alappuzha, Kottayam, Thrissur, Kozhikode and
General Hospital Ernakulam. Regional Cancer
Centre secured the National Accreditation Board
for testing and Calibration Laborataries (NABL)
accreditation through a Rs 117 crore expansion
programme. Cancer Institute and Research Centre
is getting ready in Kochi. Facilities for cancer
treatment are made available in all districts of
Kerala. My Government has done Cochlear
implantation surgery on 620 children through the
‘Sruthi Tharangam’ project. The inability to hear
was identified in these children at a very young
age and got included in the project.

19. During my Government’s tenure
traditional sectors of Kerala has received a great
impetus. For instance my Government observed
the first ever international event — for marketing
coir products namely Coir Kerala - 2015 -which
was conducted for five days at Alappuzha. The
Government have implemented a new scheme
called the ‘Husk Collection and Fibre Production
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Scheme’ to overcome the shortage of coir fibre.
With a view to provide financial help to the coir
workers,my Government proposes to implement
the Debt Relief Scheme in the year 2016. The
co-operative societies, clusters, self help groups
and small scale producers in coir sector who
availed loan from commercial banks, gramin
banks, co-operative banks and other Government
institutions and Departments to start coir
industries in Kerala will benefit from this scheme.

20. The Kerala State Cashew Development
Corporation and Cashew workers Apex Industrial
Co operative Society (CAPEX), the Government
organizations in the cashew sector, have been
acting as model establishments with social
commitment in the sector, and not run purely on
commercial basis. A total revamp of the business
model of these organizations is also thought of
for attaining better transparency as well as for
their long term sustainability. During my
Government’s tenure, farmers were given
permission to tap alcohol-free Neera from coconut
trees after amending the 112-year-old Abkari
Laws. Three pilot Neera production centres have
been sanctioned under Kerala Agriculture
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University. Kerala State Coconut Development
Corporation is in charge of marketing. By tapping
Neera, an average monthly income of Rs 2100 is
expected from a coconut tree. The scheme
‘Kerasamrudhi’ aimed at the popularization of
dwarf and hybrid varieties of coconut, has been
instrumental in solving the problem of labour
scarcity faced by the coconut farming sector.  In
order to help the rubber farmers in the State,
diversification will be introduced by Rubber
Marketing Federation "RUBBERMARK”. Measures
will be taken to increase the production of “Rubek
Balloon” of "RUBBERMARK”. Steps will be taken
to strengthen the Apex Federations in the co-
operative sector and also to equip the credit sector
for complete modernisation. My Government also
successfully implemented the price stabilization
scheme for rubber at Rs 150 a kilo and set aside
Rs 300 crore for the purpose. Rs 45 crore is
provided for another package formed with 12 tyre
companies. This was a scheme by which tyre
companies purchased rubber by giving 25% extra
of the international price. Half of the purchase
tax is given back to the companies by the
Government and the remaining half will be treated
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as VAT refund claim. Road rubberization project
is also being implemented.

21. In the Khadi and Village Industries sector,
a new scheme - ‘Khadi Gramam’ shall be launched
in 2016-17 at an estimated cost of Rs. 23.79 crore
to enhance Khadi production by utilizing the
human resources among the weaker section of
the society. Establishment of Khadi Marketing
complex at Kottayam and a Gandhi Khadi Museum
at Payyannur Khadi Centre are also under
consideration. In the handicraft segment, new
initiatives to scale-up artisans as entrepreneurs
will be launched. Further more, a campaign to
create and popularize ‘Ethnic Kerala’ brand of
genuine handicrafts of Kerala will be launched.
For the promotion of widening of the market of
Handloom products an exhibition cum trading
centre shall be set up in Kannur in 2016-17. Also,
in line with Government of India guidelines,
Handloom Clusters will be set up in selected
Revenue Blocks, where handloom units / weavers
are seen concentrated. Schemes are also on the
anvil to promote Bee-Keeping industry. )
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22. Work has commenced on 56 projects,
worth Rs 32,137 crore which were submitted
during the global investor’s meet - Emerging
Kerala. Of these projects, 14 projects of Rs 23,334
crore are under the Department of Industries.
Projects like Bharat Petro Chemicals Limited
Downstream, Kochi Petrochemical Park, Poly
Isobutene project, BioNutra Park, Biomedical
Devices Hub are some of the projects that would
add to the outlook of Kerala in future. Already,
projects like the joint venture by Mercedes Benz
and the Department of Higher Education, Bosch
and Department of Higher Education, Kids Lab by
BASF India and the Department of Science and
Technology have started. My Government set an
all-time record by sanctioning financial assistance
of Rs 899.90 crore to 44 public sector undertakings
under the Industrial Department . e-Tender and
e-Payment facilities have been introduced in all
of these public sector undertakings. Also
procedures have been completed for implementing
e-Auction system in all of them.

23. Kerala topped the nation in terms of
number of enterprises and employment
generation in a national survey of Micro, Small
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and Medium Enterprises, based on population and
land area. During the period 2006-11, only a total
of 31,995 MSME units were registered and 2.23
lakh job opportunities created and an investment
of only Rs 3247.11 crore was made, compared to
the last four financial years that saw 51,899 new
MSMEs, 2.97 lakh employment opportunities and
investment of Rs 8225.05 crore. In order to
address the bottleneck to the growth of
entrepreneurship in the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Sector caused by inadequacy of
financial support, a self employment scheme
covering both manufacturing as well as service
sector will be launched shortly. Also focused
attention will be given on developing the
commerce sector to enhance employment
opportunities benefitting the youth. Thrust will
be given to scale-up enterprises to graduate from
micro to small and from small to medium through
interventions like skill development and
technology support. My Government will also
ensure that gender equality and women
empowerment are achieved in the MSME Sector
by actively skilling potential of women
entrepreneurs and promoting enterprise
formation.
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24.The 'Kerala Business to Business Meet -
2016" will be held in February 2016 at Kochi which
aims to showcase the strong manufacturing base
of Kerala enabling buyers and sellers in the SME
Sector to have first hand interactions. Taking a
cue from the ‘Make in India’ initiative of
Government of India, Kerala Industrial
Infrastructure Corporation Limited ( KINFRA)
intends to develop a Defence Park at Ottapalam
in Palakkad, since major thrust is given by
Government of India to in house manufacturing
of equipments to meet the varied requirements
of defence. The other major projects of KINFRA
in the pipeline are International Exhibition cum
Convention Centre, Ernakulam, Global Ayurveda
Village at Trivandrum, Footwear Park at
Kozhikkode. Industrial Development Zones will be
set up in Palakkad and Thodupuzha also, apart
from those planned in Thiruvananthapuram,
Kochi, Kozhikode and Kannur.

25.1In the mining sector, the Kerala Minor
Mineral Concession Rules, 2015 has been
introduced with effect from 07-02-2015 through
which a new dimension towards eco-friendly and
scientific mining with better transparency is
expected to be achieved.
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26.0One of the perennial problems for
Trivandrum was flood. Therefore the flood
mitigation steps taken by the Government, turned
out to be a bold and visionary step. ‘Operation
Anantha’ has helped to mitigate flood to a great
extent in the city and since the last six months,
despite heavy rains, the city has not witnessed a
single instance of flooding in the Thampanoor or
Pazhavangadi area. 30 Kms of canals and storm
water drains have been desilted and widened upto
3.5 meters. I am happy to inform you that in the
background of the Chennai floods, there is a keen
interest from various State Governments, the
Sswachh Bharat Mission, National Disaster
Management Authority and eminent academic
institutions like IITs and the IISc to understand-
how we did it in Trivandrum. Anantha was also
successfully implemented to reclaim water bodies
in Kannur and to remove encroachments in
Palakkad. As part of Anantha, cleaning up of
Brahmapuram waste treatment plant is in progress
where large amount of waste was dumped over a
period. The operation was also extended to Fort
Kochi where illegal encroachments were evicted.
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27.1n order to speed up all railway projects
in the state and to ensure better and speedy
connectivity for the State of Kerala, my
Government has signed a Memorandum of
Understandi'ng with the Railways to form a
dedicated Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), which
is going to transform the connectivity scenario of
Kerala. The much awaited Trivandrum Chengannur
Suburban Railway project whose economic
viability has been well established will be one of
the first projects that will be implemented by this
SPV. With immense pleasure I can say that this
SPV, by speeding up feasibility studies and other
required procedures, is going to expedite many
of the dream projects including Nilambur -
Nanjancode route and such others. Sabari Railway
is a dream Project of my Goverment and the
Government of India has been requested to
provide sufficient budgetary allocation in the
Railway Budget of 2016-2017.

28. My Government has sanctioned Rs 1200
crore to 1.42 lakh people through the ‘Karunya
Benevolent Fund Scheme’ which offers treatment
assistance up to Rs 2 lakh. The income from
Karunya Plus was also made part of this fund.
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The returns from the sale of lotteries in Kerala in
2010-11 was Rs. 557 crore, which touched Rs
5445 crore in 2014-15. The commission of lottery
sellers has been raised to 26%.

29. During my Government’s tenure co-
operative sector has become one of the strongest
democratic movement making it an inevitable
ingredient of the socioeconomic progress of Kerala.
In an effort to make Kerala as one of the pioneers
in organic farming , one ‘Suvarnam shops’ will be
opened in each Taluk as part of the ‘Organic
Vegetable Farming Scheme’ introduced by the Co-
operative Department .

30. My Government has been implementing
various schemes for sustainable development of
agricultural sector. Popularisation of Vegetable
Cultivation and the emphasis given to organic
farming are major milestones. Effective
implementation of Vegetable Development
Programme has helped in increasing domestic
production of vegetables as well as in instilling a
sense of self sufficiency and self reliance in the
mind of the common man. In our earnest efforts
to make Kerala self sufficient in vegetables the
area of vegetable farming increased from 42,447
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hectares in 2011-12 to 90,533 hectares in 2014-
15. Production also increased from 8.25 lakh tons
to 15.32 lakh tons. Vegetable farming is being
carried out on commercial basis through 2479
clusters of farmers in 12,400 hectares of land. 22
lakh vegetable seed kits were distributed to school
students and women free of cost and achieved
vegetable farming in household premises.
Activities aimed at declaring the State of Kerala
as completely organic by 2016 are progressing
systematically and one among them would be to
strengthen the Pesticide Residue Analytical
facilities in laboratories. It is proposed to extend
the assistance under the scheme ‘Organic
farming’, hitherto given to Kasaragod district, to
all other districts in the State. Formation of
‘Organic Farmers Clusters’, capacity building,
Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS)
certification, integrated nutrient management,
branding, labelling, ecoshops, establishing of new
laboratories and strengthening of existing ones
for quality testing of organic manures and bio
fertilizers, establishing of new laboratory for
quality analysis of bio-pesticides are proposed to
be implemented as part of the programme. Good
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Agricultural practices (GAP), Participatory
Guarantee Systems (PGS) Certification for organic
products, labelling of locally produced agricultural
products as ‘Kerala Brand’ for ensuring markets
are other activities to be implemented as part of
organic farming policy.

31. My Government has brought out a new
Agiculture Policy in the year 2015 with an aim of
comprehensive development of the agriculture
sector. It is proposed to implement projects based
on the suggestions prioritized in the ‘Agricultural
Development Policy” and ‘Kerala Perspective Plan
2030’ approved by Government of Kerala. During
2016-17, detailed soil survey for generating soil
resource inventory at panchayat level will be
carried out in 50000 hectares in the State.
Education Satellite Courses on Remote sensing
and Geographic Information System will be
conducted by the Departmentin collaboration with
Indian Institute of Remote Sensing, Dehradun and
ISRO, and 20 traditional water bodies will be
renovated or constructed in twelve districts during
the same year. Plant Health Clinics will be
established at the rate of one in each block for
systematic pest surveillance and promotion of
eco-friendly ways of integrated pest ma nagement.
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32. The performance of'Dairy sector has been
one of its best in my Government and has achieved
83.08% increase in domestic milk production.
State’s milk production in 2011 was 67% of the
domestic demand. Stability was ensured for milk
price and steps were taken to check the price of
fodder. Year-long subsidy was provided to farmers
for purchasing fodder. Production of milk has
reached 11 lakh litres from 6.42 lakh litres five
years ago. The daily import of milk by Milma from
neighbouring States in 2010-11 has come down
from 6.5 lakh litres to 2.2 lakh litres. Duck farmers
in Kuttanad area suffered heavy losses during the
avian influenza outbreak during 2014-15. The
sector is still reeling the after effects. As a
measure to revive the duck farming sector, an
insurance package will be provided for ducks and
duck farmers of the state with the co-operation
of public sector insurance companies. As a
preliminary step, duck farmer registration in the
state has been completed. With the objective of
boosting goat rearing in the state and to provide
quality inputs, three new goat farms and a goat
rearing unit will be established in the coming year
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in addition to other new initiatives like a State
level referral laboratory for quality control of
livestock and poultry feed and a New Cell Culture
Vaccine Production facility, both being established
at Palode.

33. My Government was able to check rise in
prices of essential commodities by distributing
them at subsidized rates. Compared to Rs 344.31
crore given as subsidy to Supplyco during the
period of the previous Government, the subsidy
amount has been increased to Rs 538.37 crore
during my Government. Rice was also included in
the subsidized category of items in 2014-15 and
95,188 metric tons of rice was distributed at
reduced price. Rs 44.4 crore was given to
Horticultural Corporation for the supply of
vegetables at reduced rates.

34. Currently, through the 20,428 outlets of
Nanma Stores under the Consumerfed, 10
essential commodities are being distributed at
20% less the rate in the open market.
Consumerfed has already been provided Rs
254.50 crore compared to the Rs 117.71 crore
given by the previous Government.
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35.The prestigious Kochi Koottanadu
Bangalore Mangalore Liquified Natural Gas
pipeline that passes through the seven districts
of central and northern Kerala has been revived.
Nodal teams headed by IAS officers including an
official in the rank of Principal Secretary were
appointed to provide on ground support
comprising of 11 IAS officers in April. In addition
to the regular revenue team comprising Village
officials and Tahsildars, additional survey
equipments and manpower were provided by the
Director of Survey and Land Records. As of now
survey work for 361 kms out of a total of 503
kms has been completed. Once completed the
project has the potential to propel the economic
growth of Kerala.

36. The State Housing Policy envisages to
address the housing shortage of 12 lakh houses
in the State. Out of this 60% is expected for the
Economically Weaker Sections of the Society. For
this purpose the following Housing Schemes have
been formulated and implemented by the Housing
Department namely, ‘Grihasree Housing Scheme’,
‘Saphalyam Housing Scheme’, ‘Innovative Housing
Scheme’, ‘Working Women’s Hostel’ and
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‘Sayoojyam Plotted Development Scheme’ through
which many have been benefitted. Artisan Training
to promote self employment opportunity in
construction sector for unemployed is also
planned.

37. Under the State Housing Policy the goal
of this Government is to ensure that every family
has a roof over its head. For achieving the
objective of ‘Housing forall’, the Hon’ble Minister
for Finance in the State Budget 2015-16
announced three new housing schemes namely,
Multi Storied Apartments for landless BPL,
‘Interest Subvention Scheme’ for BPL and Special
scheme for the poorest of poor. My Government
proposes to construct 1.75 lakh houses under the
above three schemes. This would cover the gaps
in the existing schemes under various
Departments and bring them all under one
umbrella for effective coordination and execution.
In the first phase 7000 houses would be built in
this financial year itself and the remaining is being
planned to be completed in the next two years.

38. Several Programmes are proposed to be
undertaken during the next year namely, the 1)
Karunya Loan Scheme for persons of Low Income
Group (LIG) category who owns minimum 2 cents
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of land for construction of house in the land, 2)
Haritha Bhavanam Loan Scheme for persons of
LIG Category, for construction of houses using
cost effective composite materials, 3) Kerala State
Shelter Fund wherein a Shelter Fund Trust will be
formed during the next financial year for
implementing Shelter Fund Scheme in housing
sector to meet the requirement of low cost fund
for the housing needs of the public especially
economically weaker sections and vulnerable
sections of society, 4) Santhwanam Rental
Housing Scheme is proposed for providing
accommodation on rental basis to the patients/
bystanders in Medical College Hospital, Kozhikode.
During my Government’s tenure, Kerala State
Housing Board was freed from the loan liability to
HUDCO by paying Rs 730.67 crore inclusive of
interest which will enable it to achieve my
Government’s dream of ensuring every family a
roof over its head.

39. My Government has been very active in
protecting forest area. The Forest Survey of India
report 2015 indicates an increase in tree cover of
Kerala to the tune of 6.85% during the period
from 2013 to 2015. The increase of forest cover
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meant more trees which in turn means more
carbon sequestration, better control on climate
change, greater water and soil conservation,
enhanced biodiversity, increased availability of
firewood, fodder and non-wood forest products.

40.Having understood the utmost
importance of protecting this environment in order
to sustain our future generation, my Government
has established the Institute for Climate Change
Studies at Kottayam in the year 2014 which is
the first of its kind in the country. Kerala State
Biodiversity Board has proposed to set up a
travelling exhibition ‘Jaivavaividhya Redham’ and
a ‘Knowledge Hub’ for Western Ghat Biodiversity-
National Biodiversity Garden and Traditional
Knowledge Centre, Munnar. This will function as
a live conservatory of biodiversity of Western
Ghats and serve as a Knowledge Hub for
conserving biodiversity through education and
training. It is also proposed to set up an
Environment Museum and Training Centre as an
effort to provide environment awareness to the
public. ‘Kerala Perspective Plan 2030’ has given a
major thrust to conserve the world heritage
biodiversity of Western Ghats, one of the eight
hottest hot spots of biodiversity.
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41. My Government has been quite fast in
implementing Forest Rights Act. A total of 24898
families have received record of rights under this
Act for an extent of 33073 acres. My Government
has also done the commendable job in relocating
the tribes in Golur, Ammavayal settlement of
Wayanad District, which increased the habitat for
wildlife. A compensation of Rs.10 lakhs to each
family was given. My Government has taken
concerted and timely action in implementing the
‘National Mission on Greening India’. Kerala is one
of the initial 8 states who have submitted and
got approved from Government of India, a Green
India Mission (GIM) project worh Rs.333.00 crores.
This is a project which allows not only conservation
and rehabilitation of Forest area but also non forest
areas. Mangrove is one of the most important eco-
system in bio-diversity. An extent of 236 Hectares
has been notified as Reserve Forest.

42. My Government intends to initiate an
Innovative Urban Forestry Project in our State.
Initially this project will be implemented in the
two cities of Ernakulam and Kozhikode as a pilot
to increase the green cover in these cities. My




